
 
 
 

St John's 
Bransholme 

Parish Profile 
 

 
 

“We’re looking for a new Vicar to 
come and join us!” 



Welcome! 

Thank you for looking at the Profile for St John’s.  It will tell you 

many things but nothing could do as much as coming to meet 

us here! 

This is a place of stories of people’s lives, of what has happened 

on Branshome, and our belief that in it all, God is with us. 

There is a huge amount to do, so you will need a real faith, and 

a joyful courage as we look for the ways that the gospel really 

will bring life on Bransholme. 

The church community are looking for a leader like Jesus Christ, down to earth and 

loving , who can see how St John’s might grow from what is happening now. 

You will see in the Profile that there are good colleagues here and that this is a great 

part of the country in which to live an exercise ministry. 

The Diocese is in a creative time as we work together on our priorities. 

The post has become available at a significant time in the life of the Diocese as we 

work together on our priorities and strategy for the coming years.  We have set 

ourselves three goals: 

 To reach those we currently don’t 
 To move to growth 
 To establish sustainable finances 

 
You can discover more on the Diocesan website. 

The key shared vision is the ‘Mustard Seed’.  We are discovering what God is asking 

of us all in finding the way forward to be his people in tough places. 

We are praying that you will want to explore this further and test out whether God 

might be calling you to work with us. 

You will see the invitation to have a phone call with Archdeacon Andy Broom – do 

take that up, or ring me.  We hope you will turn the printed Profile into a living 

reality. 

 

With prayers 

+Alison 

  



Welcome to our Parish Profile! 
 

This is a special role, for a special person – we suspect it is one of the most 
challenging roles being advertised in the Church of England at the moment . . . but 
also potentially one of the most fulfilling! Our deprived estate has many challenges 
and our smallish congregation is struggling with a building that needs a lot of money 
spent on it but there are also lots of opportunities for reaching out to our community 
that we long to see realised. 
 
If you are called by God to join us you will find a committed and loving congregation 
who are up for all of the challenges ahead. We will pray for you and with you, looking 
to God to provide all our needs. If you’re interested in what you read, we suggest you 
ring Archdeacon Andy on 01482 881659, as he can fill out our story even more.  
 
So please read on and ask yourself, is God calling me to join the folks at St John's?  
 

Where We Live : Bransholme & Hull 
 

Bransholme is the largest housing estate in Yorkshire with over 13,000 residents in 
our parish and it stretches beyond us into a neighbouring parish too. It’s got quite a 
lot of challenges but it’s a place that we, and a lot of other people, call home. 
 
Hull lost a very high percentage of housing due to bombing in World War 2 and there 
were also large areas of dilapidated housing (especially around Hessle Road and St 
Paul’s) that needed to be replaced. Bransholme was planned  and built in the 60’s 
and 70’s as the largest single planned housing development in Western Europe. 
When people moved in they loved it, larger houses, gardens, bathrooms and heating. 
 

            
              Example of housing on Bransholme                            Where we are in Hull 

 
In time the lack of amenities and the distance from the city centre were 
compounded by widespread unemployment and consequent poverty. Unfortunately 
the close social networks and family support which had been in place before the 
moves had not been re-established. Too often the usual problems of poverty, drugs 



and alcohol also affected people here. Over time some of the housing has become 
privately owned but many of these problems remain. Sadly, after a short while some 
housing was found unfit for purpose and demolished. The good news is that the 
spaces were left as green areas which means that there are many open spaces 
around and there is also a nature reserve on Noddle Hill. 
 
The parish has two primary school and a secondary school within it and there are 
others nearby that children attend as well. We suffer from there being few 
community meeting spaces although there is the local North Point Shopping Centre 
and a large selection of shops very nearby at Kingswood. 
 

                  
                    The Local Shopping Centre                                    Bransholme Library 

 
The City of Hull  
Hull is a much under-rated city. It was the City of Culture in 2017 and this has been a 
great boost for the area. We have a great range of venues and facilities - within easy 
access of the parish you’ll find The Deep, The Hull Marina, Museums, two shopping 
centres, many cinemas, Hull Truck Theatre, The New Theatre and the City Hall. We 
have a championship football team and two successful rugby teams. 
 
There has also been the recent and ongoing development of the Fruit Market and 
Humber Street, where the fruit market used to exist by the docks. This is now a 
venue for live music and restaurants etc, situated near to Hull’s marina. The City also 
boasts many public parks, the biggest of which East Park has again won a green flag 
putting it among the best in the country. 
 

         
                        The Marina                                                                       East Park 



Although Hull is a big city it is surrounded by a large rural area. Being on the eastern 
edge of the city, means that Bransholme is within easy reach of the Coast, the 
Yorkshire Wolds and the North York Moors. If you want a different sort of day out, 
the market town of Beverley is only 15 minutes away and York is just over an hour. 
 

            
                   The Yorkshire Wolds                                              East Yorkshire’s Big Beaches  

 
 
 

“Our Mission : Worshipping God and Serving the Community” 
 

We see ourselves existing to worship God and serve our community. 
 

Worshipping God 
 

Our worship is focussed on . . . . 
 

 Main 10am Sunday service. Monthly all-age, otherwise Holy Communion 

 Prayers on Monday with other churches 

 The Festival of Light 

 Worship in residential homes and local schools. 
 

Our aspirations for the future include . . . . 
 

 Setting up a Café Church 
 

and re-establishing some of these things which have ceased in the vacancy, 
including . . . .  

 Tuesday midweek communion 

 Little Fishes Toddler Group  

 The Study Group 

 Messy Church 
 

We don't expect our Vicar to do everything and the Ministry Group has developed 
and is valued by the congregation. 
 



Serving the Community 
We’re a small, but generous-spirited community who feel called to shine God’s light 

into our community. Our vision is not just about ourselves or our survival, and it is 

not just about Sunday. We see ourselves as a focal point for social and community 

life, which is why it is so important we have a serviceable building. People reach out 

to St John’s with generosity in response to the generosity St John’s shows to those 

around them. St John’s seeks to serve generously, without strings attached. 

Our service is focussed on . . . . 
 

 Weekly Tuesday Foodbank [Fairshare]; supported by local organisations – e.g. 
local schools and Hull City Council. 

 Dry goods bags for the police 

 Working with “Men in Sheds” 

 Supporting refugees and women’s refuge 

 Providing Christmas dinner kits 

 Liaison with Jacob’s Well for practical needs. 
 

Our aspirations for the future include . . . . 
  

 Regular community meal 

 The Charity Shop 

 Healthy eating project / training kitchen 

 Christians Against Poverty 

 Convenience store 
 Advice centre for health, well-being, finance and more. 

 

Our Life Together at St John's 
 

In a Service recently we thought about what causes God to smile when he looks at 
us; this is what we came up with: 
 

 Jesus is at the centre 

 The people are friendly here 

 All are welcome 

 We’re not judgemental 

 St John’s is not just about the Vicar 

 We work for the community 

 We run a Food bank/Drop in Centre. 

 St John’s is family friendly 

 We engage with our schools 

 We host community groups 

 
 
 



The Foodbank 
We are the only foodbank on Bransholme and offer a vital lifeline to many families. 
Our small team of volunteers opens every Thursday and last year we estimate that 
we had contact with over 25 families at any one point in time. We are supported by 
other local churches, Fair Share and the City Council who provide us with the food, 
goods and funding to support local people. We have deliberately chosen to be 
independent of foodbank charities as we have found that the needs of our 
community does not necessarily fit in with the policies of other charities.  
 

               
 
 
 
Further Opportunities. We are often saddened by the need we encounter and would 
like to develop the range of services that we can offer, especially by working in 
partnership with other agencies. Partly it is the building that restricts us but we also 
lack the energy and people to make the most of these possibilities. Until recently we 
ran a Charity Shop which was appreciated by many but we have had to close this at 
present but would hope that in the future it might be re-established. 
 
Church Services 
Each Sunday we meet at 10.00am. Our Services are quite informal but we use 
Common Worship. During the vacancy we are running one Service ourselves and on 
the other Sundays clergy lead a Communion Service for us. We don’t have an organ 
or any musicians, but download the songs and project them each week. Our previous 
Vicar didn’t robe for Services but some of our visiting ones do; we don’t really mind 
too much either way! 
 
Welcoming everybody is very important to us and we especially love having children 
and their wider families. Usually we have 10 – 12 adults each week and up to 6 
children – unlike many other churches we have a full range of ages. Our attendances 
rise to 30 - 40 at Christmas and Easter. 
 

Our Food bank – which Steve & Phil help to run  



                                              

 
 
 

 

 

Social Events 
We love getting people together to enjoy being the ‘St John's Family’ and it’s proved a 
great way to invite in people from the wider community who are keen to come and 

The inside of our 

Church – it is too 

cold to use in 

winter so we 

move to a smaller 

room 

Here’s James, one of the 

retired priests helping in the 

vacancy, in our warmer room 

that we use over the winter 



join us. Last year we had breakfasts and lunches together in ta local pub; organized 
trips out of Hull (in the photo below we’re all playing cricket); held a summer fayre and 
a Christmas meal. 
 

                  
 
 
Schools Ministry 
We have a really good relationship with two of the local primary schools, Cleeve 
Primary and Biggin Hill primaries. We go into them with the ‘Open the Book’ team 
(which includes people from other churches as well as our own members), and our 
previous Vicar used to take assemblies there regularly. We also hold Christingle 
Services there. 
 
Offering a Venue to Others 
One of the challenges about living on Bransholme is that there are very few venues 
available for people to hire to gather in. Although our church building is far from 
perfect, we are always pleased when people want to use it. At the moment its so 
cold that we struggle to get lots of hirers but regular users include The Scouts, a Dog 
Class and until very recently a Dance Club. We think there are real opportunities to 
develop these contacts further and come alongside people who choose to use our 
premises for their meetings. 
 
                                                                                 
 
 

  



Some Facts and Figures about St John’s 
 

Occasional Offices 
The following are the figures for 2019: 

 2 Baptisms 

 12 Thanksgiving Services for Children 

 1 Wedding 

 0 Funerals in Church  

 2 Crematorium Services 
 
Electoral Roll 
We have 18 adults on the Roll. 
 
Church Finances 
We don’t have a lot of money! We manage to cover the day to day costs of running 
the building and the immediate costs of our ministry but there is little left at the end 
of the year after this. As a result, the diocese have agreed that we do not have to pay 
any Free Will Offer, which covers the wider costs of the diocese, at the moment. We 
would like to see this change so that we can afford to make a contribution, even if 
it’s a small one. 
 
Building Costs : the diocese have agreed to meet the immediate costs of assessing 
the current state of the building (see below) and we have approximately £7,000 set 
aside to use towards the Building Project.  We have just got a grant to re-decorate 
the entrance hall and renew the lighting. 
 

 
  



The Challenge of our Church Building 
 

If you become our Vicar, you will be joining us in the challenge of re-newing our 
building so that it can be the sort of building where we can fulfil our mission of 
Worshipping God and Serving our Community. We are getting support from the 
wider diocese and from some individuals in other churches and the deanery is 
committed to support us too – we don’t want our Vicar to spend all their time on this 
but we do need leadership to help us find our way forward. 
 
The Building at Present 
This is what it looks like from outside, some people mistake it for a Crematorium! 
 

                  
 
Its hard to believe that the original design won awards but sadly they couldn’t afford 
to build what was designed! If we’re honest, too, it hasn’t been maintained as well as 
it might have been either in recent years. The building has lots of shortcomings: 
 

 There are no windows, except the high roof ones which are not clear glass 
and many are blocked up. It means the building lacks light or a sense of 
welcome – we need to get light into the building 

 The entrance area is tired and uninviting though we are re-decorating this 
soon. We’d like to see it re-shaped and opened up so we can welcome people 
better 

 The main area of the building is divided in two : the worship space and a large 
hall. This makes them difficult to heat and we think the space could be quite 
radically re-shaped and used more creatively 



 The heating system doesn’t work 

 The kitchen is in a poor state and needs a major face-lift 

 Two of the three toilets don’t work and there are issues with the drains 

 The electrical system is likely to need attention 

 

                              

      

               

                                               

The Entrance to Church 

The Kitchen 



Our Building – Moving Forwards  
Along with others, we have looked at various options including demolishing the 
building and starting again; renovating what we have; selling off the whole and 
building elsewhere and even considered whether we need a building at all! We do 
feel that we need to offer the community of Bransholme a building, as there are so 
few venues and we have concluded that renovation of what we have already is the 
best forward. We are taking steps to improve its general appearance and have had 
various surveys completed and received a new QI on the building at the end of 2019. 
  
We are trying to stop ourselves thinking too much about exactly what we would like 
to do with the building until we have a new Vicar who can help us think through 
more fully what our vision of ‘Worshiping God and Serving our Community’ means in 
practice for the space that we have. 

 

  



You would not be alone – nearby colleagues  
 

The Group Ministry 
A number of years ago St John's was part of a very large Team Ministry that 
stretched across much of East Hull. However, it was felt that this was too large to be 
effective and it was disbanded with a Group Ministry put in its place. The primary 
expression of this now is the commitment of the clergy to meet weekly to pray for 
one another and generally to offer support in day to day ministry. The following 
colleagues regularly gather: 

 Chris van Straaten Vicar of Sutton Park & Wawne, and Associate Dean 

 Gloria Naylor  Vicar of Sutton 

 Ben Norton  Pioneer Minister on Kingswood 

 Peter Harrison A retired archdeacon who lives nearby 
 
Hull Deanery 

                                

                    Area Dean       Lay Dean 
                Revd John Cowan                Dr Tim Scott 

 

Hull Deanery is a family of 28 parishes and we’re delighted that you’re considering  
joining us here!  
 
We’re on a journey of bringing to fruition our vision of being a local network of 
churches, inspiring, influencing and leading mission and ministry. And we recognise 
that enthusiastic people bringing new life, distinctive gifts and fresh ideas can really 
enhance what we are working on together. 
 
We are a predominantly urban and suburban deanery, though our boundaries do 
extend well beyond the city boundary (especially to the west of Hull) into the East 
Riding of Yorkshire, and we are socially and economically diverse (including 
significant areas of deprivation). Our churches vary in their churchmanship, and in 
this we seek to learn from one another and bring out the best in each other. Hull is a 
pioneering city and we seek to be a pioneering deanery - we’ve long had a Fresh 
Expressions Adviser and new forms of pioneer ministry continue to be added. 



Hull Deanery consists of three sub-areas – East, West and Central&North – each with 
an ‘Associate Dean’. Whilst we have one Deanery Synod and one Deanery Leadership 
Team, the size of the deanery means that it’s helpful for some things to happen 
within these sub-areas including clergy chapter and some mission initiatives. Recent 
such initiatives have been the 2020 ‘Come and See’ mission, and the previous 2017 
missions with Archbishop Sentamu – missions which have helped take forwards our 
working together for the sake of the gospel. Churches in Hull also work together 
ecumenically under the banner of ‘Believe in Hull’ – originally a 2013 mission 
initiated by former Bishop Richard, then reinvigorated to make the most of the 
opportunities of Hull being UK City of Culture 2017, and continuing to move forwards 
under the leadership of Bishop Alison and others. (A related initiative SEARCH helps 
us in social engagement.) And we rejoice in the particular role that Hull Minster is 
developing since being named as a Minster in 2017  – a source of growing blessing to 
the city and to the wider deanery. Hull Deanery is a creative and vibrant place to be! 
 
We embrace the ‘Developing Our Deaneries’ vision that the Diocese of York 
introduced in 2017, and are implementing an evolving Hull Deanery Plan for Mission 
and Ministry. The first section of the plan involves an emphasis on building 
supportive, generous and prayerful relationships across the deanery, leading to a real 
sense of solidarity. Secondly, we look to be resourcers of ministry, providing and 
highlighting opportunities for local training and mutual learning. And thirdly, building 
on the basis of this relationship and resourcing, we work together in enabling 
mission. This includes a particular concern for reaching those in their 20s-40s 
(resourced by the Diocesan ‘Multiply’ initiative) and those in areas of deprivation 
(the Diocesan ‘Mustard Seed’ initiative); a commitment to supporting and 
encouraging children’s and youth work in local churches and schools; and a desire to 
learn from those employed in non-parish roles, such as pioneer ministries and 
chaplaincies. 
 
Hull Deanery is an exciting place in which to live and minister – we’d be pleased to 
welcome you here! 
 
 
 

  



The Vicarage 
 

This large four bedroomed house is situated on the same site as the Church, sharing 
a driveway. It is set back from the road behind a row of trees and surrounded by a 
reasonably large garden. Downstairs the house has a kitchen, lounge, dining room, 
study and toilet. There is plenty of room for welcoming people into the house if you 
wish, or the church has its own meeting space. Our previous Vicar was increasingly 
dependent on using a wheel chair and decided to have gates erected for his security; 
we are not sure whether this is necessary but they are still in place. 
 

                             
 
 

                              
  



Our Next Vicar 
 

Above all else, we are looking for someone who knows that they are called by God to 
serve here. We believe that there are many great opportunities of serving here but 
we recognise the challenges also. Our next Vicar will need to be spiritually, 
emotionally and physically robust - having a deep faith in God that will see you 
through the ‘ups and the downs’. 
 
In particular we are looking for : 
 

A Missional Outlook 
We must grow our congregation and make the most of the many opportunities that 
surround us. This is a parish where the person who wears a dog collar still can make a 
real difference – we would want you to feel able to be ‘present’ in our community. 
We don’t expect you to be an evangelist but we are looking for a Vicar who really 
enjoys being amongst people who are not yet comfortable in Church. 
 
A Pastoral Heart 
It’s not always easy living on Bransholme. We need a Vicar who will love the people 
here, both in the community and inside the church. We’re a community where 
actions speak louder than words – we are looking for a Vicar who can live out their 
faith in practical ways and put love into action. We also need a Vicar who will believe 
in local people and enable us to be all that God wants us to be.  
 
A Builder 
Alongside building the church family, we need someone who is ready to bring 
leadership to help us take on the challenges of our building project. The church 
family, the deanery and the wider diocese will all seek to be actively involved but the 
next Vicar will need to bring leadership and vision. We are not looking for ‘an expert’ 
in these matters but someone is not afraid of being involved in leading such a 
Project. 
 
A Prayerful Minister 
We know that unless ‘God builds the house we labour in vain’. In all aspects of being 
our Vicar, we are looking for a Minister who prioritises their life with God and looks 
to him in all things. As a congregation we seek to be encouraged in our life with God 
and have a Vicar who enables our worship ‘to come alive’ and stands as an example 
to us. 
 
  



Thank you for reading our Profile 
 

We hope that you have been excited by reading our profile – we know that there are 
many challenges here at St John's but we are excited about our future and believe 
that God has great plans for us.  
 
If you feel that you share this excitement and that God could be calling you to join us 
here, please do contact our Archdeacon Andy. He has a good understanding of our 
situation and would be keen to answer any questions that you may have and to fill 
out the description above if you are thinking of applying.  
 
You can ring him on 01482 881659. 
 

 
We hope to meet you soon! 


