
JOB DESCRIPTION 

Chaplain of St George’s Memorial Church, 

Ypres (Ieper), Belgium 

An Exciting Task At Hand 

The new Chaplain must be an Anglican priest 
with substantial pastoral and leadership 
experience. He/she looks after a small resident 
congregation and welcomes Christians from all 
denominations to St George’s on a regular basis. 


He/she must have demonstrable experience with 
Remembrance events. Besides regular Sunday 
services, the Chaplain welcomes many groups 
throughout the year who visit St George’s for special services (e.g. schools and military). 
There are also special services, such as grave side commemorations, held elsewhere in 
the Ypres area.


Ypres is called the ‘City of Peace’. The Chaplain needs to have affinity and 
demonstrable experience with peace-making, healing and reconciliation ministries.

The congregation has come through a challenging time. The new chaplain will need to 
provide wise leadership along with a gentle pastoral touch.

The Chaplain must be a generous host, able to connect with a range of visitors; from 
pilgrims and tourists, to school children, ambassadors and high-ranking military officers.
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Other responsibilities include:


-Chair the Chaplaincy Council and attend 
‘Kerkfabriek’ meetings as the ‘Appointee in 
charge of the parish’;

-Attend meetings in London of The Friends of 
St George’s, accompanied by a member of the 
Chaplaincy Council;

-Maintain close links with the Ypres branch of 
the Roya l Br i t i sh Leg ion, and other 

remembrance linked organisations;

- Attend meetings of the Ecumenical Committee of the Churches in Ypres. In this they 

would be assisted by a Flemish speaker on the Chaplaincy Council. This would also 
apply to Ecumenical services held;


- Attend the annual synod of the Archdeaconry of North West Europe, as well as the 
meetings of the Anglican Council of Belgium. They would be accompanied for these 
meetings by the church’s synod representatives;


- There is potential to develop a link with the Waterloo battlefield project. The Chaplain 
will take a lead in this.


A knowledge of Dutch, or the intention to learn Dutch, is required. For a chaplain who is 
able to master the local language, translations of Common Worship are available to use 
for missional purposes.


Conditions of Service. 

This full-time post comes with a full stipend and pension provision. The Anglican Church 
in Belgium is officially recognised in the Belgian Constitution alongside certain other faith 
groups. As a result, licensed Anglican priests receive a Belgian state stipend (traitement). 
This state stipend is topped up by the Chaplaincy and its supporters to the level of a 
normal UK Church of England stipend.


Full pension contributions will be made for priests who are in the Church of England 
Pension Scheme. For priests who are in other pension schemes, other arrangements can 

Page  of 2 3



be made. In addition, contributions are made to the Belgian state pension scheme, which 
comes into effect after five years of service.

The former vicarage  has just been sold and much more suitable and attractive 
accommodation, in the vicinity of the church, is being actively sought.


Health insurance is covered. Normal relocation and ministry expenses are paid for. For 
further details, we refer to the Statement of Particulars.
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