
Appointment to Chaplaincy for Palermo 2020 

 

Archdeacon’s Statement 
 

Introduction 

Holy Cross Anglican Church is situated in the historic heart of the city of Palermo just a short walk 

from the sea front and port and from the city’s main shopping centre. It owns its own building which 

was established in the late 19th century by British merchant’s using the port and has been described 

as being of ‘Arab/Norman’ architectural influence reflecting two of the cultural aspects of this part of 

the Mediterranean. There has been a Church of England presence in the city, with a short break 

during the second world war, ever since. 

 

The Chaplaincy now seek to appoint a part time Chaplain to this post with the aim of building on 

past development and encouraging growth in numbers and faith, while encouraging particularly the 

participation of children and young people and members of the growing African community living in 

or near the city. 

 

Archdeaconry and Diocese  

Holy Cross is part of the Archdeaconry of Italy and Malta within the Diocese in Europe. The licensed 

priest is required to participate, along with the lay representatives, in the life of the Archdeaconry. 

There is an annual meeting of the Archdeaconry Synod, which is usually residential over a total 

period of 3 days. In the diocese either the Diocesan Bishop or the Suffragan Bishop is lead bishop for 

a given archdeaconry, providing pastoral care for the clergy and congregations, oversight of routine 

vacancy and appointment processes, care of title curates, consultation with mission agencies, 

strategic direction, mission planning and new initiatives. The Suffragan Bishop in Europe, Rt Rev’d 

David Hamid, is the lead bishop for the Archdeaconry of Italy and Malta.  

 

Ecumenical Context  

The Diocese in Europe has a particular ecumenical vocation on the continent and our priests are key 

to carrying out this vocation. The diocesan guidelines and regulations state that the Diocese in 

Europe seeks; “to minister and engage in mission in partnership with other Churches especially the 

historic Churches of the countries in which we live”. As a community Holy Cross has several links 

with the local Catholic Church and welcomed the Archbishop of Palermo who preached at a Sunday 

at a eucharist back in 2016. The Chaplaincy has links with other evangelical churches, with both 

Jewish and Muslim communities and with the local chapter of the Cavalieri Templari who sometimes 

use the building for their meetings. 

 

Worship 

Holy Cross holds a weekly Sunday Eucharist at 10.30am and a midweek eucharist on Wednesday’s at 

9.30am. There is a growing informal ministry of providing sacred space for reflection as the church is 

left open to the public for a limited time each week. Such a ministry has much scope for 

development as the chaplaincy seeks to serve its local community. The Sunday congregation stands 

at about forty people and includes a Sunday school but there an increasing number of one off 



visitors such as tourists present at services as well. This is in part due to the newly designed and 

updated website which is full of information and colourful pictures of church community life. 

 

At present the church remains closed from the end of June until the beginning of September as 

congregation members often travel to see friends and relatives during the hot summer months. 

There is a need therefore to explore the stability of offering a continuing Sunday by Sunday worship 

of God during these months and what this might mean to the Chaplaincy’s mission to visitors and 

regulars alike. 

 

One important element in the worshipping life of Holy Cross is music with a weekly choir formed to 

support the eucharist and a scratch choir at Christmas to enhance the popular carol service that the 

church offers to its community. 

 

Social and Charitable Events 

Holy Cross supports charitable work and is recent years has offered amounts raised to provide shoes 

for the homeless of Palermo and for children with special needs as they integrate into school. Both 

of these charitable events have been in co-operation with local Italian charitable associations. There 

are a range of other fundraising and social events held throughout he years. 

 

Conclusion 

The Chaplaincy’s finances have been sound over recent years but they operate on a small overall 

budget, hence the part time nature of this post. Stewardship of money may need to be considered 

along side the encouragement of participation in other complementary ways. 

 

Finally it is important to say that while clergy can seem at times isolated within the Diocese in 

Europe where the next door colleague might be several hundred kilometres away, there are 

structure in place for clergy to meet for mutual support. There is an annual Chapter meeting usually 

in the spring, which all clergy are required to attend as they are for the annual Archdeaconry Synod 

in September. 

 

Over recent years the Diocese has been keen to encourage informal clergy cluster groups where in 

confidence chaplains can offer peer support. This sort of arrangement is in its early days within this 

Archdeaconry and needs to be properly developed in order that its undoubted benefit can be 

realised. The Archdeacon and Area Dean are available to offer advice and support as are members of 

the Diocesan office staff based in London and Brussels. 

 

Ven David Waller (Archdeacon of Italy and Malta) 

February, 2020 

 


