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Archdeaconry and Diocese 

Holy Cross is part of the Archdeaconry of Italy and Malta within the Diocese in Europe. The licensed priest 

is required to participate, along with the lay representatives, in the life of the Archdeaconry. There is an 

annual meeting of the Archdeaconry Synod, which is usually residential over a total period of 3 days. The 

Archdeacon of Italy and Malta is the Venerable Vickie Sims, based in Milan.   

In the diocese either the Diocesan Bishop or the Suffragan Bishop is lead bishop for a given archdeaconry, 

providing pastoral care for the clergy and congregations, oversight of routine vacancy and appointment 

processes, care of title curates, consultation with mission agencies, strategic direction, mission planning 

and new initiatives. The Suffragan Bishop in Europe is the lead bishop for the Archdeaconry of Italy and 

Malta. 

Ecumenical Context 

The Diocese in Europe has a particular ecumenical vocation on the continent and our priests are key to 

carrying out this vocation. The diocesan guidelines and regulations state that the Diocese in Europe seeks 

“to minister and engage in mission in partnership with other Churches especially the historic Churches of 

the countries in which we live”.  

Holy Cross plays an important role as the shop window of the Anglican Communion and the Church of 

England in Sicily. Good relations, particularly with the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Palermo and his 

clergy will be important to maintain. 

Liturgy 

The worship is eucharistic. Vestments are worn. The priest does need to be sensitive to the fact that many 

visitors may come from non-Anglican and non-English backgrounds, and should be made welcome. 

Ministry challenges 

The Church of England in Italy was recognised formally as a Church by the Italian Government in 2014. 

The final outworking of the implications of that recognition (including tax benefits) have yet to be 

concluded, and the chaplain will be expected to collaborate with the Archdeacon, Suffragan Bishop and 

lay leaders of the Anglican Church in Italy in moving this process forward.  

The English-speaking population in Palermo is small, but has a significant history on the island dating back 

to the 19th Century. With migration from Africa being a feature of life in Italy, it may well be that some 

particular focus on outreach to English-speaking African migrants may provide new potential for ministry 

and pastoral outreach.  

Discount airlines are flying more frequently to Sicily and cruise liners are making stops on a regular basis. 

The next priest will want to explore if there is further potential for growth in ministry to short term and 

longer term visitors.  

It will be important that the next priest-in-charge have some facility in Italian, or at least an interest in 

learning some basics of the language. This will be a help both with local ecumenical relations as well as 

making day to day life more enjoyable.  

The Suffragan Bishop 

The Right Reverend David Hamid 
 
 



Many of the members of the congregation are living in quite scattered locations in and around Palermo. It 

is not the kind of congregation where one is likely to run into “parishioners” in the neighbourhood of the 

Church on a daily basis, so a strategy of keeping them connected to the community will be needed. 

There is an Italian priest, not long received from the Roman Catholic Church, who serves a small Italian 

speaking Anglican congregation in Randazzo, who will benefit from frequent contact with the Chaplain. 

Keeping links with St George’s Church in Taormina, served by locum priests, will also be important. 

A detailed orientation and briefing will be given to the appointee by the Suffragan Bishop.  


