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Person Specification 
 

We are looking to appoint a vicar who ……….  

 

Sees our primary schools as an asset, and who will build on our links there to grow our 

congregations. 

 

Is able to share the word of God and inspire old and young alike and be engaging 

wherever an individual is on their faith journey. 

 

Has a desire to build on our Mission Action Plan, and deliver growth by making the MAP 

come to life, as well as challenging us where we have missed opportunities. 

 

Will reach out to families new to the area, particularly to those brought in through the 

housing expansion programme. 

 

Is comfortable with formal and informal worship styles, will look for new ways of 

worship to build our congregations, and has a vision of how to take the church into the 

community. 

 

Is sympathetic to the needs of the aged and infirm. 

 

Has a sharing commitment to our extended worshiping family through home 

communion and linking in with congregation members who carry out pastoral care by 

visiting the house bound. 

 

Accepts that we are not perfect – we are the first to laugh at ourselves and our 

mistakes, and we are stronger congregations because of it. We need you to share this 

humour. 

  



 

 

4 

 

St Margaret Heywood and St George Heap Bridge 

Parish map and demographics 

Parish population = 6,578. With an IMD rank of 385 the parish is in the top 10% 

most deprived in the country. 

 

96% of the population are White British and 70% identify as being Christian. 

 

The age spread of the population is: 

0-4 = 7% 

5-17 = 17% 

18-29 = 17% 

30-44 = 19% 

45-64 = 27% 

64+ = 13% 

 
Statistics as of July 2019 from ArcGIS via achurchnearyou.com  

 

There are no other Christian churches in the parish, however in the wider town of 

Heywood there are Roman Catholic, Baptist and Methodist churches. The Mar 

Thoma Church have also recently established in Heywood. Heywood Churches 

Together meet regularly to ensure that Christian churches of all traditions remain 

connected. 
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St Margaret Heywood and St George Heap Bridge 

Shared lay ministry 

We currently have a licensed ALM and a reader in training. 
 

Reader in training 

Our reader in training is in her first year of reader training and since 2016 has been 

the ALM in pastoral care.  
 

She received the call to God at the age of 31 and was baptised and confirmed after 

worshiping at St Margaret’s for just over 12 months.  
 

Her first involvement with lay mission was by assisting with experience Easter, and 

experience harvest where we brought the school children into church and 

introduced them to various stations depicting elements of the experience. She then 

extended her ministry to helping with Baptism preparation and keeping links with 

the families prior to, and after Baptism. This led to her ALM. 

 

Whilst on placement when considering SSM she realised that her calling was to her 

local parish and she began to explore the teaching and preaching side of the 5 

Marks of Mission, and this has led her to take up reader training.  

 

ALM 

Our ALM was commissioned as ALM for mission in 2018.  She chaired the steering 

group that completed the St. Margaret Mission Action Plan and is supporting the 

implementation of recommendations. 

 

She is part of the parish Fellowship Group who meet to explore faith, study the 

Bible and pray for our Churches and other issues. She is also a member of the 

children’s working group which instigated a monthly Junior Church and supports 

the vicar in developing a monthly Family Service. She also helps in our Toddler 

group as part of the team providing activities for children and welcoming parents 

and carers. 
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St Margaret’s 
Parish and Church profile 

St Margaret’s is a modern building, situated on the edge of the Darnhill estate in 

Heywood.  It is sited on a pleasant plot tucked away from, but not visible from, the 

main roads. 

 

The worshiping community began to meet in the adjacent school hall in 1964, with 

the church being opened for worship in 1974. In 1994 the building was extended to 

its current size.  

 

Heywood is an old mill town that has suffered as its industry declined. It has been 

designated amongst the most deprived in the UK.  It has a mixture of housing which 

includes: traditional terraced houses, a large Manchester overspill estate and 

modern housing estate.   

 

The age of the congregation is mainly between 50 and 80 with a few young families.  

Average Sunday communicants : Adults - 32, Children – 2. Non-communicant 

Children average - 4  

 

Saint Margaret’s has a church administrator who assists the incumbent with 

administrative tasks as required, and who also maintains the parish office. 

Congregation members are supportive of the incumbent and do not expect them to 

do everything. 

 

Saint Margaret’s Church of England (Voluntary Aided) Primary School is situated 

next door to the Church, and there is a strong church presence on the Governing 

body.  

 

St Margaret’s congregation has a strong sense of loyalty to its local community, and 

many of the groups who use the church have been brought in by members of the 

congregation.  
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St Margaret’s 
Liturgy, services and worship format 

Our churchmanship would be considered to be liberal catholic.  

 

The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 11:00 am.  

 

On the first Sunday of the month we use a family friendly worship service which is a 

simplified format designed to encourage young families to attend and participate. 

On other Sundays, common worship services are used, which change according to 

the season. 

 

Music at the services varies. On the first and third Sundays our music group provide 

the accompaniment, and hymns are typically more modern. On the second, fourth 

and fifth Sundays traditional hymns are sung to either CD accompaniment or the 

organ. There is no robed choir.  

 

Whenever there are five Sundays in the month, the service on the fifth Sunday is a 

joint parish eucharist held at 10:00 am with the venue alternating between the two 

churches. 

 

We have a said Eucharist on Tuesday mornings at 9.30 am.  

 

At various times through the year, additional services will be added according to 

the season. This occurs particularly around Easter and Christmas. 

 

With a flexible worship space, we have occasionally changed the layout of the 

chairs so as to create a different focus point for worship.  

 

Intercessions are provided at services by a team of intercessors. We would like to 

add more people to this rota. Sides persons, readers, crucifers and eucharistic 

assistants all take part in Sunday worship again on a rota basis.   
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St Margaret’s 
Where we want to go ……….. 

When building our Mission Action Plan we have identified the following areas 

where we feel we need to focus to grow our congregation and to continue to be a 

sustainable church community. 

 

• Embrace the 7 Marks of a Healthy Church 

 

• Increase involvement and responsibility by lay members. We want to form 

leadership groups in speciality areas so that we can share the burden, but 

also spread resource and expertise across the various groups. 

 

• Increasing the number of children and young people attending.  

 

• Becoming more inclusive – our first target is to be recognized as being 

Dementia friendly 

 

• Reach out to our community including celebration services and better 

signage. We also recognize the need to promote ourselves via social media 

and are looking at training initiatives so that this can be supported by the 

congregation 

 

• Improve the kitchen in the parish room 
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St Margaret’s 
Building and Vicarage 

The church building is generally in a good state of repair. 

 

Items highlighted during quinquennial inspections are addressed and prioritized to 

be completed in order of importance. 

 

The most pressing issue that we are currently awaiting architectural advice on 

relates to the flat roof above our parish room.  

 

Of lesser importance, but still requiring attention in the current quinquennial cycle, 

are repairs to the facias around the church roof. 

 

 

The vicarage is attached to the church. There is an adjoining door that allows 

private access. Again, the vicarage is generally in a good condition. Certain minor 

issues highlighted by the previous incumbent as well as an issue that has arisen 

after her departure are being addressed with the diocesan parsonages department. 

 

The vicarage consists of 4 bedrooms, with a separate bathroom and toilet upstairs.  

 

Downstairs there is a study, dining room, living room, kitchen and utility room. 
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St Margaret’s 
Statistics 

Number on electoral roll - 54 

 

The age of the congregation is mainly between 50 and 80 with a few young families. 

 

Average Sunday communicants: Adults - 32, Children – 2.  

Non-communicant Children average - 4  

 

Total communicants ranges from 24 to 50. Number of children in attendance ranges 

from 2 to 12.  

 

Tuesday morning average communicants: 7 

 

12 months to November 2019: 

 

Baptisms – 31 

 

Confirmed – 0 

 

Weddings – 0 

 

Funerals in church – 4 

 

Funerals elsewhere – 6 

 

Christmas communicants – 30 

 

Easter communicants – 48 
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St Margaret’s 
School 

 

Saint Margaret’s Church of England Primary School adjoins the Church.   

 

The Church Council nominates foundation school governors who always have to be 

the majority on the governing body.  Congregation members also volunteer to help 

in school activities.   

 

The vicar has previously done a weekly school assembly and also meets with the 

school worship group to plan special assemblies.  The vicar is also an ex-officio 

member of the Governing body. 

 

The following pages have been produced by our school children with support from 

the head teacher. 
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St Margaret’s 
Children’s worship 

In response to the MAP initiative where work with children was identified as a 

priority, it was agreed that in addition to the existing soft play area in church, an 

activity table be introduced where work sheets and other materials are available for 

children of all ages at every Sunday service.   

 

A Junior Church has also been introduced on the fourth Sunday of every month; this 

with the help of 8 volunteers. 

 

The same group is responsible bi-monthly for the talk at the Family Worship on the 

first Sunday of the month as well as reading the Gospel and leading Intercession 

prayers at this service. 

 

These activities have proved to be popular with children and parents and welcomed 

by the whole church family who are happy to celebrate and display the children’s 

work. 

 

We hope to build on these initiatives in the future and to include more volunteers 

from families attracted to these activities. We encourae the children to help the 

sides persons when they attend on other Sundays.  

 

All volunteers who assist with children’s work have attended diocesan safeguarding 

training. 
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St Margaret’s 
Wider community involvement 

We have representatives on the Heywood Churches Together group as well as 

regularly attending Heywood and Middleton Deanery meetings and the Heywood 

and Sudden cluster meetings. 

 

Home communions, home visits, and communion services in sheltered 

accommodation take place on a regular basis. 

 

Through the year we support outside agencies such as the local food bank, The 

Christies Hospice, Church Mission Society in Nepal and the Children’s Society. 

 

Joint social events with Saint George’s Church - quizzes, film nights and seasonal 

fairs. 

 

The community room is used by various groups on a weekly, bi-weekly or monthly 

basis including: Monday community club, Maggies tots, Trefoil, Arts club and Knit 

and Natter 

 

Darnhill Steering Group - Darnhill is a social housing estate within the parish.  There 

are approximately 1,200 housing units and a lack of facilities within the community.  

Our ALM represents our Churches on the Steering Group which is a partnership 

between councilors, charities, community groups, arts groups, police and residents 

which is working to bring facilities and services to this community.  This is an 

opportunity to work towards the diocesan vision of being a worshipping, growing 

and transforming Christian presence at the heart of every community. 

 

Cellar Project - The Cellar Project began as a Heywood Churches Together initiative, 

based at Heywood Baptist Church, to provide meals, showers and clothes washing 

facilities for homeless and vulnerable people in Heywood.  Our ALM represents our 

parish on the management committee and volunteers along with members of St 

George’s congregation. 
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St Margaret’s 
User Groups 

Trefoil Guild 

 

The Trefoil Guild meet in the Parish Hall on the third Monday of each month. The Guild 

is made up of current and past members and leaders of Guides, Brownies and 

Rainbows. 

 

The hall lends itself nicely with the sort of activities they do in their very varied 

programme. During the last year they have received training from a professional 

photographer, been to a small pottery and made ornaments, done Christmas crafts 

and been to watch Countdown being filmed. They have had a meal on a steam train 

and entered the Trefoil County Croquet evening. Paper folding caused much 

amusement, but they all managed to complete a hedgehog. Quizzes and a Secret Santa 

always concludes their annual programme. 

 

Their meetings, whether in the hall, or on visits elsewhere, always seem to include 

coffee and cake so the small kitchen in the hall always comes in handy and is much 

appreciated. 

 

 

Art Group 

 

FLAG are a community art group who rent the parish room on a weekly basis as well as 

occasional weekend dates. Whilst not a church group, some members have links to 

church and the group attracts members from far and wide, not just Heywood. They 

have made St Margaret’s their home for over 2 years. 
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St Margaret’s 
Community Groups 

Monday Community Club 

 

The Monday Community club was set up over 15 years ago. This was originally 

established as part of our OLM’s training course, but was so successful that it has 

continued to this day despite our OLM moving on in his ministerial journey.   

 

The club meets every second and fourth Monday of the month. They have 35 

members who are all over 60 years of age. There is a varied programme of events, 

and they try to do something different each meeting, though the members love 

their games of bingo which takes place at most meetings!  

 

Refreshments are served with tea and coffee, and new members are always 

welcome.  

 

Knit and Natter 

 

Knit and Natter has been running for about six years. They meet every Wednesday 

from 1pm to 3pm. At present they have 16 members from the wider community. 

Anyone can attend whether they can knit or not. Most importantly, there are 

refreshments and the chance to have a good natter with friends. New members 

from the community are always welcome to join.  

 

Along with Maggies tots these groups meet in St Margaret’s Church hall and we see 

them as a vital part of our community mission.  
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St Margaret’s 
User Groups 

Maggie’s Tots 

 

Maggie’s Tots meet every Tuesday during Term time after the morning service at 

10am until 11:30am. 

 

On average they welcome between 15 and 18 tots each week together with their 

parents / carers. 

 

They have open play, snack time and a different craft each week for the first 75 

minutes. They then have a story and singing for the last 15 minutes, finishing with 

the ‘Goodbye’ song where each child is sung to by name. 

 

They charge £1 per child which goes towards supplies and donations to charity.  

 

In early 2020 it is hoped to complete a sponsored event to help raise funds for a 

charity called Jolly Josh. 

 

None of this is possible without the 5 members of the congregation who help each 

week. They are invaluable support to the group. All helpers have the required 

diocesan safeguarding training. 

 

Music Group 

 

St Margaret’s has had a music group who have accompanied worship for over 25 

years. The group is made up of guitarists and vocalists who help lead the singing. 

They sing twice monthly at morning worship at both churches as well as other 

occasional services such as the Christingle. They rehearse in church on alternate 

Thursdays.   
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St Margaret’s 
Other information 

Finance 

 

We have a good recent history of paying our parish share in full. We are part of the 

diocese’s 3 year cycle of share agreement, and since taking part in this we have been 

able to agree levels of share that are appropriate to our income. 

 

We have agreed our share levels collectively with St George. St Margaret’s pay 65% of 

the parish total. For 2020 this is £13,812 and 2021 £14,300. 

 

We participate in the gift aid lite scheme which contributes approximately £3,700 

towards our parish share. The gift aid secretary regularly checks with anyone not 

currently registered whether they are eligible to take part in the scheme so that we 

can maximize our income. 

 

We currently have a small operating surplus which we are trying to protect to utilize in 

the future to contribute towards the work required on the building.  

 

Clergy expenses are paid in respect of costs incurred carrying out activities around the 

parish. These are in line with recommended guidelines. Over the 12 months to 

November 2019 clergy expenses of approximately £650 were paid by the parish.  

 

Uniformed Organisations 

 

Church members act as leaders for Brownie and Rainbow groups. These groups rent 

the school hall for their meetings.  
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St George’s 
Parish and Church profile 

St George’s Church was designed by Architect J. Lowe and was built around 1891 as a 

daughter church of St. James’ Heywood.  It became a parish in its own right in 

September 1907. 

 

The Church can seat approximately 100 people. In the nave area there are modern 

chairs which can be moved to accommodate service requirements and in the main 

body there are traditional pews. 

 

Following a fire in 1970 caused by arson, the rear third of the building was converted 

into a parish room with a small kitchen. The parish room was re-decorated and 

modernized in 2018. 

 

Heap Bridge is a semi-rural area separated from Bury by the M66.  The Parish of St. 

George is very small with 10 streets, lanes, drives or closes as well as some properties 

along Bury New Road, Bury Old Road and Moss Hall Road.  

 

Most of the properties are pre-W.W.II although there is a small new build housing 

estate at the bottom of the church path.   

 

There are several farms in the area, a garage, a Social Club and a Fish and Chip Shop.  

There are also several businesses including Crown Oil, Wheeldons General Waste 

Company, Cheshire Motors and a Caravan Sales Business.  Plans have been accepted 

for a new housing estate but this has not materialised currently. 
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St George’s 
Liturgy, Services and worship format 

Our churchmanship would be considered to be moderate catholic. 

The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 9.30am.   

On the first Sunday in the month we have a family service. This has been introduced to 

encourage more young people to attend.  On other Sundays, common worship services 

are used, which change according to the season. 

Hymns are sung from “Hymns – Old and New”. The music is provided either by CD or 

by the Music Group from St Margaret’s who play on two Sundays each month.   

When there are five Sundays in the month we have a joint service with St. Margaret’s 

starting at 10am and the venue for this alternates between the two churches.   

At Easter we have a Stations of the Cross Service and a Christingle Service at Christmas. 

We recently tried a “Café Church” Service which was held in the parish room.  This was 

well attended and a huge success and we hope to hold this on a more regular basis.   

We involve the children as much as possible to help with the eucharist and collections 

and some members of the congregation serve as eucharistic assistants.  All the 

congregation members act as sides persons.   
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St George’s 
Where we want to go ……….. 

Our Mission Statement is “Working and Growing Together – receiving and sharing the 

love of God.” 

 

We are currently working with our Mission Action Plan (MAP) to develop our priorities 

for the future.  Our first priority was to decorate and modernize our parish room.  This 

was completed in Autumn 2018.  

 

In 2015, a development day facilitated by Revd Richard Impey highlighted that 

although we were a relatively small congregation attending on a regular basis, the 

future of the church was about doing small things, but doing them well. 

 

Our Mission Action plan is therefore to build upon the foundations laid by existing 

projects. This includes: 

• further improvement of the building  

• interaction with partner groups  

• further enhance our relationships with St. Margaret’s Church through shared 

events, joint services and shared music 

• continue our links with the community through Heap Bridge Primary School, 

local residents’ group and businesses 

• through the recently formed fellowship group shared with St. Margaret’s to 

explore prayer and spirituality 

• establish if there is an opportunity to develop the fellowship group through the 

Heywood and Sudden deanery cluster. 

• work through the Eco Church key areas of church life, starting with exploration 

and use of our existing land and wildlife habitat, through engagement with 

young people at school and our uniformed organisations.  

 

We have identified four priority areas and produced a current activity plan with 

tasks and objectives assigned to various people. Resource requirements, budgets 

and timelines are included and these will be reviewed on a regular basis.  
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St George’s 
Statistics 

 

Number on electoral roll - 28 

 

Average Sunday communicants: Adults – 15  

 

12 months to November 2019: 

 

Baptisms – 1 

 

Confirmed – 0 

 

Weddings – 1 

 

Funerals in church – 1 

 

Christmas communicants – 34 

 

Easter communicants – 45 
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St George’s 
School and community links 

 

There is one primary school in the area, Heap Bridge Village Primary School, and 

although not a church school our minister has always maintained links with the school, 

giving services on a regular basis.  At Christmas the whole school attends our 

Christingle Service and the children perform at the service. 

 

We also have links with Crown Oil who allow us to use their carpark whenever we have 

an event where there is likely to be more cars that can be safely parked around church.  

Crown Oil has also chosen our church as their charity when they had their own 

fundraising event. 

 

We have extremely close links with Heap Bridge Social Club who allow us to use the 

club for our fund-raising events.  They advertise our events and support us and in 

return church members support the clubs when they hold their own fund-raising 

events. 

 

We hold social events periodically. Recent events have included a Talent Night, Race 

Night, Murder Mystery Evening and a Beetle Drive. 

 

We currently have a Judo Club that hires our church hall and the hall is also used 

regularly for parties 
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St George’s 
Uniformed Organisations 

 

We currently have Guides, Brownies and Rainbows meeting once a week in term time 

in the church hall.   

There are 14 Rainbows, 14 Brownies and 1 Guide at present.   

 

Ministry 

 

There are no other ordained ministers licensed to or regularly officiating in the 

benefice.  Retired clergy assist from time to time and we share an ALM and reader in 

training with St Margaret’s  
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St George’s 
Other information 

Finance 

 

We have always paid our parish share in full and are committed to continuing to do so. 

 

Parish share is agreed on a 3 year cycle. Our share is agreed alongside St Margaret’s. St 

George’s pay 35% of the parish total. For 2020 this is £7,438 and 2021 £7,700. 

 

We participate in the gift aid lite scheme. In 2018 the amount claimed was £3,638.  

 

Clergy expenses are paid in respect of costs incurred carrying out activities around the 

parish. For 2018 this amounted to £543. 

 

We have not held a stewardship campaign for some time, though this is something 

that may be revisited in the future 

 

Mission work 

 

In the past we have sponsored a child in Lebanon, however more recently we have 

supported Embrace charity in the Middle East with a donation of £250 instead.   

 

Charity support 

 

We collect for Christian Aid and the support the Children’s Society via our Christingle 

service. This usually raises in the region of £150. 


