
          St John the Evangelist Dormansland Parish Profile 

 

Introduction 

Set in a beautiful area of countryside with fine views 
across to Lingfield and the North Downs, the church of St 
John the Evangelist is located in the village of 
Dormansland in Surrey on the southern edge of the 
Southwark Diocese close to the borders with West 
Sussex and Kent. Built in 1882 to a design by the 
architect Sir Arthur Blomfield, it is faced with Wealden 
sandstone blocks and Bath stone. A fire in 1990 provided 
the opportunity to make some internal improvements 
including an extended chancel platform well used for 
services and concerts, and an area at the back of the 
church for parents with young children. The recent 

Quinquennial survey, indicating that the condition of the church fabric is close to being perfect, is 
testimony to the continued dedication and hard work of many parishioners in the maintenance of 
this lovely church which is a focal point at the heart of the community. Villagers make 
contributions, some in memory of loved ones, to assist in paying for the Church to be floodlit at 
night which is welcome and much appreciated sight for both local residents and those passing 
through.   

Dormansland 

The population of Dormansland is approximately 2900 and there is a wide variety of types of 
housing. New houses have been built recently in the High Street. Some 80% of the housing is 
owner occupied and about 15% is social rented housing. Approximately 30% of households are 
occupied by pensioners and there is a similar percentage of households with children.  

Dormansland has a warm and friendly atmosphere and, whilst the only remaining shops in the 
High Street are a post office and hair dressers, there is a local primary school, a pre-school, a 
Baptist Church, two pubs, and a charitably-run memorial hall which is to make way for new 
housing and a new hall for community use. There is also a Parish Room which belongs to St 
John’s and this is used by the village pre-school, Women’s Institute, Young Women’s Institute and 
Horticultural Society. It is also hired out for private parties and events. The Parish Room was 
originally built as the temporary site office when St John’s was built in the 1880’s so it is gratifying 
to know that it’s still a valued facility used by so many in the 21st century! 

For a large village, there are a surprisingly wide number and variety of other local organisations 
and activities for individuals, families and children to participate in. For those of a sporting 
disposition there are tennis, cricket and football clubs. Other clubs include horticultural, Probus 
and RH7 history. There is an annual carnival held in the recreation ground adjacent to the Church 
which is greatly enjoyed by locals and those from further afield, and a healthy rivalry between local 
organisations as to whose float will be judged to be the best! 

With good mainline rails services to Croydon and London, and the close proximity of the M25, 
some parishioners commute to London and further afield to work. Employment is also found more 
locally at East Grinstead, Redhill and at Gatwick. 

 

 

 

 



Worship at St John’s 

Led by Rev. Nigel Hinton, Associate Vicar St John’s is a warm-hearted, welcoming church which is 
seeking to follow Jesus. As a community of people, we are on a journey together committed to 
serving both God and those in the wider community. We express our love for God in a rich variety 
of worship – from the beauty and rich tradition of the Anglican liturgy to the informality of ‘Messy 
Church’. 

With the emphasis on relaxed and enjoyable services, there are communion services at 
8.00am and 10.00am each Sunday with a family communion service at 10.00am on the first 
Sunday of the month. Activities for children are provided at the 10.00am service at Sunday 
Smilers. Lay participation at services is encouraged and welcomed by the congregation who 
participate as sub-deacon, read lessons, lead intercessions and assist in administering the 
sacrament. Morning prayer is said Monday to Wednesday and there is a mid-week Eucharist. 
Weekly attendances, at all services, average about 85. There are 144 on the electoral roll. 

St John’s has a strong musical tradition and a robed choir comprising adults and some children 
enhance our worship with uplifting singing supported by a good quality electric organ. Currently 
the Church is seeking a new organist and choir master. The audio system has been upgraded and 
the newly installed video system provides an opportunity for new ways of enhancing the services 
and Sunday Smilers. 

 In the past year there have been 3 weddings, 10 baptisms and 7 funerals. 

 
 

There are links between St John’s and Dormansland 
Primary School who hold services at the Church on an 
annual basis. Messy Church, held once a month in the 
Centenary Room (built on to the north side of the 
Church), is extremely popular with some 26 mothers 
and their children attending regularly. Crib services are 
also very much enjoyed and there are two held on the 
same day due to their popularity.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Special services throughout the year include an open air service 
followed by a barbeque, and also a pet service. There is an 
annual, themed flower festival, usually held on the day of the 
Dormansland Carnival and the day after. This is always a well 
attended event with the inclusion of music in the Church and the 
serving of cream teas in the Centenary Room.  

 

 



Joint services are held with St Peter & St Paul’s, Lingfield with whom we are a United Benefice. 
Also joint services between all the churches in Dormansland and Lingfield take place periodically. 

The Lent course is well attended as is the Home Group at the Vicarage and also ‘Meeting Up 
Together’ which provides an opportunity for reflection, refreshments and a chat. A second day-
time home group has recently developed from a confirmation group. A time for quiet reflection and 
prayer, ‘Listening In’, occurs on the second Saturday of each month. 

Whilst in the Parish of Lingfield there are strong links with the College of St Barnabas which is a 
home for retired clergy in Dormansland. A number of residents of St Barnabas are regular 
communicants at St John’s.  

 

Social activities at St John’s 

There is a calendar of lively social events 
organised by St John’s which attract regular 
Church attendees and other local residents. These 
include a St George’s Day Supper, a summer 
lunch (both organised by the League of Friends 
which supports the work on the fabric of the 
Church), a harvest lunch and lunches throughout 
Lent. Concerts are held in the Church 2 or 3 times 
a year. 

 

Outreach  

Outreach to the local community and beyond is an important aspect of the life of St John’s. The 
Church has an active community life with an appreciative congregation with a sense of generosity 
and a commitment to the life of Christ and his purpose for his people. Many parishioners are 
members of local organisations and give generously of their time supporting services such as 
Meals on Wheels, blood runs from the Lingfield Surgery to the hospital at Edenbridge and CARE 
in East Grinstead and Lingfield. Others serve on various local club committees including the 
Women’s Institute, Young Women’s Institute, the carnival committee and local tennis and cricket 
clubs. 

Through the Clergy, the Church maintains close contact with Dormansland Primary School and 
Greathed Manor, a residential Nursing Home, with the taking of services, the provision of pastoral 
care, administration of the sacrament.  

Church and village members distribute The Village Voice, which is a monthly publication delivered 
to all houses in the Parish. This is an important way of communicating with the local community, 
with a ‘Thought for the Month’ from the Associate Vicar, the provision of contact numbers for the 
local churches, clubs and organisations, the advertising of services and shops, and articles on 
events and local interest.    

The Church supports the Crawley Open House which provides food, shelter and services to an 
increasing number of people in the Crawley area, via donations of food, toiletries and other items 
throughout the year. 

Fund raising events for national and international charities take place at St John’s throughout the 
year and parishioners are always supportive. The proceeds from musical concerts, harvest 
lunches and collections from services at Christmas are donated to a wide a variety of selected 
charities which have included the Children’s Society, Salvation Army, Water Aid, Toilet Twinning, 
Sight Savers, Mission to Seafarers, Shelter, the Beachy Head Chaplaincy Team and Crisis at 
Christmas. 



 
The future   

Messy Church and Sunday Smilers attract a steady number of children and we hope we can 
encourage more parents and children to attend Sunday church activities. The first Mission Plan 
has been largely completed and a second is in the course of preparation. One early plan is to 
develop a more contemporary style of worship on a Sunday evening using the AV and video 
system. A faculty has been submitted for the installation of a chair lift. Other areas under 
consideration include a refreshed website and greater utilisation of the recently launched St John’s 
Instagram account; increased use of the Centenary Room and Church building by outside 
organisations; further fundraising events; the possible provision of new internal and external 
lighting systems; supporting the needs of church members; and further developments to aid 
worship and work with other local churches. A Strapline of ‘Worshipping, Serving, Growing’ is also 
under review.  
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