
York St Lawrence is a distinctive and lively parish in the city of York with great 
opportunities for mission and ministry among a variety of groups and a 
dedicated lay team. They seek the person God is calling to lead the next phase 
of their ongoing mission.

The Diocese of York is a family of 607 churches and 127 schools in 470 
parishes committed to worshipping and witnessing to Jesus Christ and 
offering service to our communities. We stretch from the Humber to the Tees 
and from the A1 to the North Sea. Our Diocesan Vision is to be Generous 
Churches Making and Nurturing Disciples this is being worked out through a 
Diocesan Strategy that focuses on:

• Reaching those we currently don’t
• Moving to Growth
• Achieving sustainable finances.

You can find out more here: https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/reach-grow-sustain

God is graciously at work in this Diocese bringing His transformation to our communities. There is a real 
longing outside the Church for us to be making the reality of Jesus Christ visible together so that others can 
come to know the love of God for themselves. We need clergy who are people of prayer, praise, worship 
and witness, and full of the Holy Spirit, who encourage and enable their mission units to exercise their gifts 
in the Church and in the world.

There is a great deal going on in the parish of St Lawrence. Could you be the person whom God is calling to 
lead this new phase of ministry here and to join in with all that God is already doing?

Welcome to the Deanery of York

The Deanery of York comprises most of the urban portion of the City of York, 
including the historic centre within the ancient city walls.  York is a beautiful place to 
live and work – voted one of the best places to live in the country. It has a rich 
historic and spiritual heritage. However, York is not just a historic place with a great 
past, but is a forward-looking place with a promising future.

The Deanery of York is one of the larger deaneries in the Diocese with some 35 
churches, each providing a unique witness to the Christian Gospel rooted in the 
communities they are called to serve. Our vision for the Deanery is to be “a network 
of churches, inspiring, influencing and leading mission and ministry locally”. Through 
the Deanery Leadership Team, Deanery Synod and Clergy Chapter, we are 
working out how we can make this vision a reality in our parishes and 
communities. 

As we engage with the Diocesan Strategy to Reach, Grow and Sustain we are 
embracing the  challenge to make the love of God in Jesus Christ known in our City 
especially amongst those in their 20s-40s. The ministry at St Lawrence will be a core 
part of working out that strategy in the Deanery, in seeking to develop creative 
engagement with students at our two Universities, particularly among those who are 
looking for a church with a strong choral and liturgical tradition. A large element of 
this work will be to foster relationships with the University chaplaincy and with 
neighbouring Heslington Parish Church (a Local Ecumenical Partnership), in the heart 
of the University of York campus. We hope these partnerships will offer great 
opportunities for mission and ministry across this area of the City of York. 

This is an exciting time to be joining our Deanery. Is the Lord calling you here to join with 
us?
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Who are we? 

We are a quirky and wonderful church: traditional in style but young in 
character, catholic, community-minded and inclusive, with people 
who’ve been coming here all their lives, and people who are just in York 
for university.  We want to be a beacon of hope in our parish, shining 
with God’s love and encouraging the people in our community.  The 
things that are important to us are that we worship in various 
traditional ways which at the Sung Eucharist joins Prayer Book language 
with a Common Worship structure and in the evening rejoices in 
traditional Prayer Book Evensong often expertly sung by talented 
University musicians.  We want our parish priest to lead inspiring 
worship, be outward looking to the community, keen on engaging with 
it, inspired by hospitality and hard work.   We want you to help us grow 
our potential, to get to know the people in the church and community, 
and to weave all the elements of our church life and mission together.
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Henry, a former University of York 
student writes……

I came to York to study and after 
several months without being a 
member of any specific 
congregation, I was told about St 
Lawrence at a slightly odd house 
party. I started going along, finding 
the building and the style of 
worship to my liking. I was looking 
for a church that provided the 
community and fellowship which 
was and is important to my faith 
and my life.  
 
After my very first service, I was 
asked to serve the following week. 
I hadn’t previously served and was 
happy to be so warmly brought 
into the fold, and thus began the 
start of two and a half years with 
St Lawrence. I stayed in York for a 
further year to study a master's 
degree, with the fellowship and 
company of the church playing a 
significant role in my desire to stay 
in York. I joined the PCC and then 
became PCC secretary, getting 
involved in the busy life of the 
church as I was happy to give my 
talents and time to a community 
that I could see did so much for 
others and had done lots for me. 
 
For starters, St Lawrence's 
hospitality is second-to-none. I 
have had jumpers darned and 
jeans patched by older ladies in 
the congregation; more hot meals 
and drinks than I can count with 
friends, made through the church, 
in the pub, at our houses, and in 
the church hall; travelled across 
the country for holidays and 
special services; and moved from 
student house to student house 
using both a room in a vicarage as 
a stop-gap between tenancies and 
the cars of the congregation to 
transport my stuff. I also ate a 
staggering amount of some of the 
finest desserts and cakes. That's 
not to mention the tremendous 
spiritual offering and the 
astonishing quality of music and 
worship. 
 
St Lawrence is a remarkably 
diverse church. It is diverse in its 
congregation, in their skills and 
talents, and in the ways with which 
they apply those skills for the 
betterment of the wider 
community. I've left York now to 
work in London, but St Lawrence 
and its congregation will always 
hold a special place in my heart. It 
was a great privilege to be a part 
of it, and I hope that the right 
member of the clergy will help to 
bring many others to such a 
wonderful place. 
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Vision Statement 

We want St Lawrence Parish Church to be a place where the Kingdom of God is proclaimed, by:

Providing an imaginative and vibrant welcome and hospitality to all who make up our unusual and 
diverse parish, including a high proportion of students, older people, and some families, Travellers and 
businesses. This welcome might be in our church building, community hall, or churchyard.

Building relationships with and between the increasingly diverse groups in our parish, and thereby 
extending invitations to church and sharing the love of God with them wherever they are: in St 
Lawrence school, other schools, at the universities, in old people’s homes, in pubs, at places of work 
or at the Traveller site. 

Serving our community at crucial times in their lives, through the church’s ministry of Baptism, 
marriage and funerals, and keeping in touch with different areas of the parish through visiting and 
publicity materials. 

Being a model of pastoral care especially to those who have recently left home (of which there are 
many in the parish) and to the elderly and vulnerable in our community, so becoming a centre of 
Christian service, proclaiming God’s love and working together for the good of all in a safe and 
secure environment. 

Seizing the opportunity to use the talents of young and old, particularly students, to create inspiring 
traditional liturgical worship, encouraging active participation and making our impressive church 
building a centre for the ‘beauty of holiness’. 

Fostering young vocations (of which there have already been many) amongst students and those 
preparing for their life’s work.

Using the church hall for community use and activities supporting the church’s life and worship. 

Working and praying with the University Chaplaincies, neighbouring parishes and the Diocese as 
part of the wider church. This would include being open to future patterns of ministry, using and 
contributing to the good offices and resources of the Diocese and teaching and practicing Christian 
stewardship.

These are the areas of our church life where we have discerned the Holy Spirit is already moving, 
and where we feel there is great potential for growth! 

“You will nourish, you will lead, giving every gift we need,  
for your reign will be established from the smallest of all seeds.

You have called us by our name, we belong to you.
You have called us by our name and we are yours.

Through our sharing here today may our faith and life convey,  
Christ our light and Christ our vision, Christ our purpose, Christ our way.” 

(‘You have called us' by Bernadette Farrell) 
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Strengths and weaknesses

One of our big strengths is the diversity of our congregation, with students and older people 
worshipping together. It’s a mix of youth and enthusiasm with wisdom and experience: we work 
together to do things like redecorate the church hall, with the students doing the painting, and the 
older people cooking and serving food. However, this can also provide challenges when different 
groups might want to do things differently. We need someone who can be a bridge-builder, a 
diplomat, and not appear to identify exclusively with one group or another.  Another challenge is 
that due to the demographics of our largest groups – students and older people – there is a lot of 
movement in the make-up of our congregation. Students get deeply involved in the life of the church 
quickly, but often move away when they leave university, and our older congregation members find 
themselves struggling to do the things they managed a few years previously.
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Our church buildings and location are another huge 
strength. St Lawrence church is by far the City of 
York's largest parish church.  We have recently 
installed full heating in the church, a good sound 
system, and we are in the process of installing a 
pipe organ from St Michael - le - Belfrey. This means 
we can use the space in a versatile way, for barn 
dances and ceilidhs as well as Advent Processions. 
There’s so much potential for creative uses of the 
building: could we host weddings at the East End of 
the church, and hold a reception at the West End, 
or get involved with hosting exhibitions for local 
artists? Our Church Hall is also a well equipped 
community space, where we can source income 

from hosting yoga groups and choirs, as well as hosting our own film club and Darby and Joan 
luncheon clubs.  Again, there’s a lot already happening but potential for even more: a local food 
surplus café is interested in partnering with us for a pay-as-you feel café. And again, there are 
challenges alongside this strength: it costs a lot of money to heat the church and keep up repairs on 
our buildings.  Luckily, we have a lot of experience of applying for and receiving grants for the work 
we have done so far.  

The Parish

Our parish is a real mix, with 7,200 people living here. 
Being midway between the University of York and 
York St John University, there are lots of students 
living here in houses and accommodation blocks. St 
Lawrence is the church of choice for the many 
students who prefer more traditional worship and to 
be part of a church family, but there’s still a lot more 
we could do to welcome more students. We hope 

you are enthusiastic 
about growing ministry 
among students and 
collaborating closely 
with the univers i ty 
chaplaincies. 

There are also older people in homes they’ve lived in all their lives, and 
in three residential homes and assisted accommodation providers. The 
roots of long-standing parishioners run deep across York and St 
Lawrence still is a special place for them.  It is a long-established parish 
church with many people across the City of York with memories of 
baptisms, marriages and funerals at St Lawrence.  They will travel 
across the City of York or from further afield for family baptisms, 
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marriages and funerals.  Therefore, the occasional offices come in fits and starts, and last summer we 
had a spate of 8 baptisms in one month.  The traveller community often attend these offices in huge 
numbers.  There are some young families in the parish but we find this is a group who are being 
priced out of the area, as houses are often bought by landlords for student accommodation. Our 
parish is also home to one of York’s two Traveller sites, off James Street, and many settled Travellers 
also live in houses in the parish.

According to the Church Urban Fund website, our parish is around average on the deprivation scale 
for parishes in the country. However, this hides a more complex picture: the Traveller site and parts 
of Tang Hall are in the 20% most deprived areas of the country, and some streets to the south of 
the parish are in the 20% most affluent areas of the country.

Our parish is also home to lots of businesses: James Street has a Morrisons, a Lidl, and a Waitrose as 
well as a large industrial estate. There is scope for work amongst firms and businesses. Lawrence 
Street itself is one of the main streets in and out of York, so there are thousands of people who pass 
through our parish every day. We estimate 4,000 people walk past the church each day! There are 
huge possibilities with these people working in and passing through the parish: how can we serve 
them, and share God’s love with them? 
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Ann, parishioner of almost 80 years, writes


I have been coming to St Lawrence all my life, I was christened here, 
married here and have been sacristan since 1971. I sing in the choir, help 
with the flowers and verge at funerals.  I have been churchwarden and 
have served on the PCC. We’ve seen at least 8 Vicars come and go!     

It is just so lovely to see young people interested in the church and 
especially valuing the old ways that we were brought up with.   They have 
worked so hard to sort things out and get grant funding for repair and 
improvement work, and we older ones have helped them where we can.  
It hasn’t been easy - we are always short of money.  I love cooking and 
baking and often make meals for huge numbers in the church hall.  I think 
we all get on well here because the young ones are interested in talking 
to us and what we have done and we like talking to them and finding out 
where they are from.    

It’s important to remember that it isn’t all about students though, there 
are a lot of older people at St Lawrence and especially living very close 
by.  St Lawrence always has had a strong ministry to the elderly, even 
when I was a young girl.    It is a really critical stitch in the pattern.



Services

Sundays

9am Holy Eucharist (BCP) – this has a congregation of about 6 to 
10 faithful people. 

10.15am Sung Eucharist – this has a congregation of about 25 – 35 people, and our robed 
choir lead the sung worship. The Kyries, Gloria, Creed, Sursum Corda, Sanctus, Benedictus, Lord’s 
Prayer and Agnus Dei are sung congregationally.  Music is accompanied by organ. Mass settings in 
use include Merbecke, Mass of Creation (Haugen) and Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena (Healey 
Willan).  The service is in traditional language and has a Common Worship structure.  This service is 
busiest in term-time and can be quieter when the student population has gone home.  On red letter 
days numbers can be as high as 50.  

6pm Evensong (BCP) – this is often the busiest service on Sunday, with 30 – 50 people in 
attendance. In term-time the music is led by the student choir.  The choir often sing cathedral 
repertoire with choir only settings of the responses, canticles and an anthem.  Evensong is one of 
our big ‘success stories’ in recent years: we are one of only two parish churches in the City of York 
that offer Evensong, and the church is growing primarily in this service. New people at these 
services are encouraged to join and encouraged in at the 10.15am service.  We can have up to 100 
people at our Solemn Choral Evensongs, where we serve fizz and cake afterwards. Strong 
relationships with people from across the city have been built up through Evensong.   
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Mid week services 

We have, in the recent past, also had an 
8am daily Eucharist on weekdays. 
There is a Eucharist after the Bible Study on 
Tuesdays at mid-day, and during term 
time on a Wednesday evening a 
discussion group meets which may conclude 
with a Eucharist, Benediction, Exposition of 
the Blessèd Sacrament, Vespers, Evening 
prayer, Compline or some other act of 
worship that the group may be exploring. 

Feast days are observed with the 
celebration of the Eucharist with full English 
ritual.  These services really cement the 
cross section of the community with some 
type of fellowship afterwards in the form of 
refreshments or a meal in the church hall, 

or going to the pub, or all 3!

Hymns books that are used are the 
English Hymnal and the Celebration 
Hymnal for Everyone, we have recently 
acquired some second-hand BBC 
Song s o f p ra i s e hymn books .  
Fiddleback vestments are worn, the 
Eucharist is celebrated ad orientem, 
incense is used, there are altar bells 
and there is a team of servers, mainly 
students.  We are deeply proud of our 
choral tradition and also of our 
English Altar and the liturgical 
tradition that surrounds the English 
Altar – we have experimented with 
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west-facing worship and it has not proved ‘successful’ in encouraging new people to attend.  Our 
current practice helps people to get involved in our services: in fact, we find people deepen their 
relationship with the church through doing this, and by working with the ecclesiology of the 
architecture works really well in the grand and lofty setting of St Lawrence’s sanctuary.     

Students who come to Evensong will often be asked very 
early on if they can help serve on Sunday mornings: the 
congregations cross over, and people become more deeply 
involved in the life of the church. This means that sometimes 
things can go wrong when new people are helping out! We 
treat our worship reverently but lightly: we’d rather people 
all join in and worship God enthusiastically together than 
have a perfect ‘performance’.  We find that many students 
that are drawn into St Lawrence are not from a church 
background, or are from other traditions.  They describe a 
strong sense of immediate belonging, and many vocations to 
the priesthood have been awakened through their 
participation in the sharing of the Eucharist with the St 
Lawrence family.  

We currently don’t have a Sunday School, and instead focus 
our work on serving St Lawrence CofE School. However, if 
young children do come on a Sunday, we have boxes of activities to help them join in with the 
service. These boxes include flags to wave at the choir when they come in, streamers to wave in the 
Gloria, a wooly lamb to play with in the Agnus Dei, and wooden bread and grapes: congregation 
members will offer to sit with parents and children and use these activities to help explain what is 
happening, and to join in in age-appropriate ways. 

Church buildings and halls

St Lawrence is the largest parish church in the City of  York – it’s the 
size of a small cathedral. Built in the late Victorian era, it can seat a 
few hundred people comfortably. We have pews, but these can be 
moved if we want to do something creative with the space out of 
services.  We have three smaller chapels: the Chapel of Our Lady – a 
small and intimate space, the St Nicholas Chapel – with pews for 
about 20 - 25, and the Chapel of The Divine Compassion – a free 
standing altar with moveable chairs. There is a sacristy with a toilet. 
In 2019, we celebrated completing the installation of a heating 
system, sound system and kitchen. So, we have a beautiful, large 
church which is warm, with good acoustics, room to serve and enjoy 
refreshments, and go to the toilet. There’s still some work to do: the 
church needs redecorating - the aspiration is to return to the 
original colour scheme, and there is also major work to the roofs to 
do in the coming years.   
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We are currently in the middle of a major project 
to raise the money for and to install a pipe organ in 
the North Transept. This organ was built in 1885 by 
the York organ builder, William Denman, for St 
Michael le Belfrey. It has three manuals, is housed in 
a beautifully carved oak case, and is currently being 
restored by Nicholson & Co. of Malvern. When this 
is installed we plan to have organ recitals, be able to 
attract more choirs to hold concerts with us, and 
have more beautiful music for Divine Services. We 
hope to strengthen our relationship with the 
University through use of the organ as a teaching 
instrument.  

We also have a Church Hall separate from the 
church, which was recently refurbished with a 
new kitchen, new windows, new boiler, new 
toilets, and flooring – this all has been 
completed recently. We hire the hall out to 
different groups, and also use it for outreach 
and church social events. The Hall has seating 
for 60 people and wi l l comfortably 
accommodate 80-90 people for a party or 
dance. There is also an upper room (the 
parlour) over the Hall, which we currently use 
as a parish office.  

Our churchyard is a haven of quiet in a busy area of the city. 
York Civic Trust have been given a considerable donation by a 
friend of the church to help redevelop the churchyard, the 
setting of the original medieval St. Lawrence Church and its 
tower, which still stands. We are working with York Civic Trust 
and the architects to create a welcoming and user-friendly 
public open space with car parking provision, interpretation and 
enhancement of the site of the medieval church, a new garden 
of remembrance and memorial walk, new surfacing, seating and 
planting.  We inter cremated remains in a garden of 
remembrance, and we hope to provide an area for people to 
place memorials to loved ones.  
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Colleagues

You will have plenty of enthusiastic and capable lay people working alongside you at St Lawrence: 

• Two young and dedicated Churchwardens, and a PCC made up of people of all ages.
•A competent treasurer.  
•A Reader Emeritus.
•Several experienced musicians that work together to provide the choral music.  
•A long standing and knowledgable sacristan.
•The Chair of Governors at St Lawrence CofE Primary School is also a PCC member.
•As St Lawrence was until recently part of the York 
City Centre group of churches, we have close 
relationships with the clergy of that group, 
especially the Rev’d Canon Derek Earis, the Rev’d 
Kingsley Boulton, and the Rev’d David Simpson.        

Parish organisations 

There are lots of groups that are part of the life of St 
Lawrence Church:

•The Choir – a robed choir who lead the singing at 
the Sunday morning Sung Eucharist.
•A student-led robed choir who sing for Evensong in term-time and at other festivals. Former 
students and others may also join this choir.  
•Bellringers – meet on Monday evenings to practice, and ring for both services on Sundays.
•Wednesday student/young peoples evenings - Holy Hour - weekly term-time discussion on an 
aspect of the Faith or church life – focusses on the Eucharist.  
•Tuesday Bible Study – weekly lunchtime Bible study, Eucharist and lunch.
•Film Club – older people and students meet monthly to watch films and discuss them.
•Darby and Joan Club - older people’s social group, meets weekly in the Church Hall.
•The Luncheon Club – lunch club that meets weekly in the Church Hall - it’s currently mainly 
older people who attend, but there’s lots of potential to reach out to students here.
•The Friends of St Lawrence – support the fabric and life of the church, and meet monthly for 
talks on areas of interest.  The social life of the church was forged through this organisation and 
there is plenty of room for growth here to help gel the community.  

Schools

We have a church school in our parish: St Lawrence CofE Primary School which is part of 
Pathfinder multi-academy trust.  The school is 2 minutes’ walk from the church, and has 160 children 
in six classes.  The recently appointed headteacher, Mrs Coles, is working hard and has transformed 
the school and strengthened its Christian distinctiveness.  Currently, four members of the St 
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Lawrence congregation serve as governors (including the Chair of Governors) and we would like 
our new priest to take an active part in the governing body too.  We see the school as part of the 
church community, and involvement with it is a great way to share the love of God with 160 
children, as well as the staff and families.  Congregation members also run an after school Christian 
club (in conjunction with St Michael le Belfrey church), Prayer Spaces Days, and until recently we did 
Open the Book in Collective Worship once a fortnight. We would love our priest to have a deep 
care for the school community, and offer Collective Worship on a frequent basis. It would be good 
to see the termly Eucharists held in the school hall return - inviting the church congregation to join 
in with the school.  In the past despite much very good work rightly done at the church school it 
has proved very challenging to translate this into church growth on a Sunday.  

There are also two other schools in the parish: Fishergate School (324 on roll) is 2 minutes’ walk 
from the church in the other direction.  The catchment area for Fishergate school includes much of 
the western part of the parish.  St George’s RC School (202 on roll) is next to Fishergate School. 
We have relationships with both of these schools, but don't currently do a lot of work with them: 
there's more potential here.  Fishergate School is very good at making contact with us to make 
visits to church.  One of the churchwardens is a teacher at St George’s RC Primary and traditionally 
all three schools come together at Christmas for a Carol Service – although this has not been 
arranged for the last three years or so. 

Universities

Although St Lawrence is set 
amongst the numerous terraced 
back-to-backs, not unlike a 
Lowr y pa i n t i n g , w i th the 
University of York (UoY) in the 
background, it is recognised that 
many of the students that find 
their spiritual home with us 
study at York St John University 
(YSJ). They live to the north of 
the city centre and make the 
effort of walking, each way, a 
couple miles from their student 
homes to St Lawrence several 
times a week to be part of our 
community.  Stronger links with 
YSJ’s Theology department have 
often been discussed.   The 
University of York is very close 
by and many students that study at the UoY live around St Lawrence, many of the musicians come 
from the UoY. The young adults that are part of our congregation are former students.   
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Special responsibilities to other organisations 

St Lawrence Church has a special responsibility to the Ellen and Dorothy Wilson Almshouses 
Charity. The Charity manages six almshouses located on the north side of the church, which are 
home to six older people.  The PCC has power of appointment of trustees to the Charity, and has a 
close relationship with it.  3 out of the 5 trustees are members of the congregations.    

Ecumenical links

We are part of the south east (SE) York Ecumenical group, in 
practice this means we have very strong links with the local 
Roman Catholic Church – St George RC Church, George Street.   
A handful of our congregation also attend St George’s. There is an 
Ecumenical Bible Study group between St Lawrence and St 
George that meets from time to time to look at aspects of the 
Faith.  This is held in the Carmelites convent in Lawrence Street.  
The film club is advertised in St George’s bulletin, as are other 
things relevant to St Lawrence and items go in our pew sheet that 
relate to St Georges.  A new parish priest - Canon Jerry Twomey - 
has recently taken over.  The Poor Clare Colettine nuns make our 
altar breads; their convent of St Joseph in Lawrence Street, for 
over 140 years, has recently been converted into a huge student 

housing complex.  The remaining sisters, who moved out to a new convent in a village south of York, 
remain good friends of St Lawrence.     

Finances

St Lawrence PCC is a registered 
charity.  We are very strong at raising 
money from grants and trusts, and 
raised tens of thousands of pounds 
to fund the recent installation of a 
new heating system and sound 
system in the church. We are 
currently raising money for the 
installation of the newly refurbished 
pipe organ. We have also attracted 
considerable gifts from people who 
are close to the church, but not 
necessar i l y members o f the 
congregation, who have been moved 
by the community cohesion of the 
church: The Churchyard Project is 
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being led by such an individual. However, we are much weaker at encouraging giving from the 
congregation as part of our Christian discipleship. Our free will offer to the Diocese’s Common 
Fund is £4,450. This is something we want to improve on, and are keen to work with the Diocesan 
Generous Giving team.

St Lawrence Vicarage (Newland Park Close)

You will live in St 
Lawrence Vicarage, a 
spacious detached 
house with garden 
halfway between the 
c h u rc h a n d t h e 
University of York. 

I t i s i n a qu i e t 
residential area just 
outside of the parish, 
well maintained and 
in good order.  

During the vacancy a 
n e w k i t c h e n , 
b a t h r o o m a n d 
fl o o r i n g w i l l b e 
installed.  
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Hannah, a music student at the university of York writes….


I arrived at St Lawrence's in November 2018 as a member of the evensong 
choir and was struck by both the people and the building. There was such a 
strong sense of family in the relationships between the older and younger 
members of the congregation. I also liked the fact that there were other young 
people at the church who went to church on a regular basis that liked a similar 
style of worship. I’ve made some wonderful friends during my time here. 

Since arriving at University in September 2018 I’ve started to explore a 
vocation towards ordained ministry. The congregation at St Lawrence has been 
really supportive and I’ve been given so many opportunities to get involved in 
all aspects of church life including organising and rehearsing the parish choir, 
being part of the serving team, helping to lead services, and having the 
opportunity to be on the PCC as secretary.
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Jonty, a masters student and organist, writes


I have been at St Lawrence since 2016, and like the 
fact the church has students and younger people 
in, which you don’t often find with churches that are 
very traditional. There is a consistent and positive 
approach to the music making and even though I 
am also a songman at the Minster I still fit in 
Evensong at St Lawrence each Sunday as it means 
a lot to me.   I have made some good friends and a 
crowd of us have been away on holiday together.   

I am involved in the organ project and we can’t wait 
for it to be finished.  

Somehow I have managed to become the volunteer 
hall bookings manager and keep the church hall 
diary, issue invoices and make sure people pay and 
leave it in a tidy state.    It's a thankless job, but its 
my way of saying thanks for been so warmly 
welcomed and for the opportunities St Lawrence 
has given me.    

It is quite a magnetic place, and I am already trying 
to think of ways to stay in York when my Masters 
course finishes so I can still be involved. 



O u r  n e w  P a r i s h  P r i e s t …

Leadership style

We are hoping for someone who is a permission-giver 
and an encourager: we are an enthusiastic team and 
come up with lots of ideas. There’s lots going on here, 
but it’s sometimes not joined up. We believe God is at 
work in our church and our parish, and we try to join 
in: we need someone to keep hold of all the threads 
and weave them together to the glory of God.  There 
is strong lay – leadership, with clear direction, 
significant drive and an ability to overcome hurdles.  
Collaboration and working together as a team is 
essential.  

Because we work with young adults and older people 
it will be important for you to have a strong grasp of 
safeguarding rules and best practice.  There are times 
when we need a strong voice to keep us alive to 
safeguarding boundaries. 

Particular gifts and skills

We hope for someone who will teach, nurture and create 
a learning community, we are hoping for someone who is a 
real people person – out-going and courteous. We hope 
for someone who loves being the host and serving others.  
You are someone who enjoys getting to know people in 
church as well as outside. People might describe you as an 
encourager, a coordinator, a diplomat. We also hope you 
love leading traditional services and are content fitting 
into St Lawrence’s (perhaps quirky?) liturgical rhythms as 
well as being comfortable with other traditions.   We hope 
for someone who has a real zeal for the place and actively 
wants to meet, spend time and work with its people.  We 
are hoping for someone who can see strengths and 
opportunities in our church's life, practice and communal 
memory as tied to the church's green shoots, rather than 
being a burden to be gently laid aside.  To be able to teach 
lovingly by preaching in a variety of styles to meet the 
needs of different parts of our community.  
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Personal characteristics 

There’s a lot already happening at St Lawrence, but 
potential for even more. We are hoping for someone 
who isn’t scared of hard work – we really value someone 
who will roll up their sleeves and get stuck in.  The PCC, 
especially the standing committee, have worked and 
continue to work exceptionally hard to grow the church 
in this area – we would hope that the person who is 
called to St Lawrence is able to match the drive of the 
lay people.  Because we serve such a diverse parish, we 
want someone who feels equally at home at prayer and 
at the pub, at the school gate and in the sanctuary. 

Areas of expertise

You may have experience working with students, or with older people. We hope you will have 
worked in complex parishes before and have experience of managing the needs of different groups. 
We hope you will have experience in growing a church, both in terms of growing numbers and 
growing discipleship.   
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The parish boundaries - 1 is the location of the parish church.
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