
Parish
Profile
of St Mary, Greenhithe
(in the county of Kent and the Diocese of Rochester)

For the appointment 
of a  Priest in Charge

 Aiming to honour God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and be
built into a biblical community whilst reaching out to others.



Welcome to the 
Parish of Greenhithe
We are pleased to be able to present our Parish through this document. 
We hope that it will give you a flavour of who we are, how we work and 
what we do, as well as giving a sense of how we seek God’s guidance and 
leadership for our Church and Parish.

The Church
St Mary’s is a spirit-led and Bible based community engaged church. There is a respect for liturgical 
forms of worship, with a sense of freedom and flexibility. 

We are committed to the importance 
of the Bible and prayer in the life of the 
church.  Prayer ministry is available 
following the Services or at any other 
time by arrangement.

At the 2019 APCM the electoral roll 
stood at 73 members, 23 are male 
and 50 are female. 42 members 
live outside the parish, attracted to 
our style of worship and welcoming 
approach. Average attendance in 2018 
was 55 adults and 25 children.

The congregation covers a wide age range and includes members from different racial and cultural 
backgrounds with a predominance of families, particularly young families, reflecting the local population.

Our Services
Currently, our services are:

1st Sunday 8am - Morning Prayer 10.30 - Holy Communion 18.30 - Quiet Space
2nd Sunday 8am - Holy Communion 10.30 - Service of the Word
3rd Sunday 8am - Holy Communion 10.30 - Family Service
4th Sunday 8am - Morning Prayer 10.30 - Holy Communion 18.30 - Praise & Worship
5th Sunday 8am - Morning Prayer 10.30 - Holy Communion

We have Morning Prayer at 9.00 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday and Evening 
Prayer at 18.00 Monday to Friday. There is an opportunity for corporate prayer on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month from 8-9pm held in the church.



What We Have 
to Offer
Ministry Team 
This team is currently made up of the two church wardens, two LLM’s, deputy 
warden and a pastoral assistant. We meet monthly where we theologically 
reflect on where the church and community are through Bible study and prayer. 

Music, Vision & Sound 
We have a small music group consisting of keys, drums and guitar. We usually 
have two to three singers and we have a music rehearsal on Friday evenings. 
We cover a wide range of hymns and songs from traditional to modern. On rare 
occasions the organ is played and can be requested for weddings etc, but we 
do not have a resident organist. As part of the worship at St Mary we have a 
dedicated technical team who help support all services and events with sound and vision. We have a 
brand-new digital sound desk and microphones and we use Easy Worship as our visual program; to 
save the environment we use screens rather than printed orders of service and hymn books. This also 
allows those leading services greater flexibility and creativity. 

The Projects’ Team
This is an area of work with the aim of modernising the site 
so that it can be as efficient and user friendly as possible. 
This is so we can offer many different activities held on 
site for all ages. The buildings and grounds can be used in 
a way so the church can run events to help us in our aim of 
being a ‘Heart for the Community’. 

The Church building is just over 160 years old and the 
church hall was built back in the 60’s. Some of the works 
that have been completed so far are new toilets (including 
a disabled toilet); extending and fitting a new kitchen 
within the church hall; a new sound system in the church 
and new LED lighting throughout the site. Projects we are 
working on now are raising £160,000 for a new church 
roof (so far, we have £30,000 towards the job); new visual 
system in the church; planning and pricing new heating 
systems for the church and church hall.



Community Café
The Community Café was launched at the Easter celebration in 2014 and has gone from strength 
to strength. It runs on Wednesday mornings from 9am to 1pm. We have an excellent group of 
volunteers who are church members and from the wider community. They set up, cook, 
bake and pack away each week. We serve bacon and sausages in rolls, homemade 
soup, scones, cakes and variety of coffees and teas, all for a voluntary donation. Our 
volunteers have food hygiene certificates and the café has a five-star rating.

Our footfall is regularly over 
90 people and we have had 
as many as 150. The café 
also provides a platform to link 
the community with professional 
organisations giving advice on such matters as 
Benefits, Housing, Immigration and on how to 
keep healthy. A group of people go on a Health 
Walk from the café led by our trained walkers. 
Porchlight, Kent’s largest homeless charity, 
also attends some weeks. We have toys and 
provision for the children and often have craft 
activities in the school holidays. 

With grants from Asda, The Lions and other 
organisations and along with the profits made 
at the café we have been able to provide 
subsidised events for people of the community 
such as Christmas dinner, coach trips to the 
seaside, pantomimes and children’s parties. 

“There is a friendly atmosphere and I can sit 
and chat with friends and make new ones.”

“We enjoy the bacon rolls”

“It is a safe place to meet new people 
and spend time with friends.”

Comments from people 
who visit the café:



Mary’s Child
Mary’s Child is a joint project between St Mary, Greenhithe and our 
neighbouring church St Mary, Stone to love, care and support families in need. 
Founded in 2017, based on seeing a need in the local area, this joint project 

enables us to develop further the work of supporting families in a variety of 
ways. We are regularly responding to requests from the community, community 

organisations and agencies, as well as individuals, to provide practical support to 
families in need. With help from willing volunteers we have distributed single items up 

to furnishing whole houses from the generosity of others.

We have also provided clothing for children and adults as well as 
toys and other much needed household items. We continue to 
provide food, to those in need, through our ‘Parish Pantry’, a simple 
form of Food Bank. Both parishes are also providing other on-
going pastoral care and support. Storage, for the collection, sorting 
and distribution of much needed items, is provided through the 
generosity of the ASDA Foundation and the local Lions Club.

We rent containers locally to store furniture and white goods 
and use one of the garages in the Rectory carpark to store soft 
furnishings, bedding and clothes. We have just had confirmation from the Charity Commission that 
we have gained charity status and have our own charity number. We shall be setting up a separate 
bank account in the near future. 

Seniors’ Afternoon Tea
Launched in June 2019 this runs from 2-4pm every Tuesday. Homemade cakes, scones and 
sandwiches are available for a voluntary donation and are really enjoyed by everyone. This activity is 
linked to the Community Café and provides a quieter space for a ‘good chat’. It is run by some regular 
volunteers who are members of St Mary’s.

Family Ministry
Family Ministry is the ‘branch’ of church ministry that oversees work with families. At St Mary’s 
it encompasses the three parent and toddler groups: Sticky Fingers, which has been serving our 
community for over 20 years, Baby and Me weekly and Who Let the Dads Out monthly. These are 
run by a fantastic group of volunteers.  Throughout the week we meet between 30 and 40 adults and 
their preschool children including a number of childminders who live and work in the local area and 
we have a regular group of four to eight Dads and their under 8’s on a Saturday.

Many of these families support church social events and consider St Mary’s to be ‘their church’ even 
though some of them are not resident in the parish, or regular church attenders. We have had many 
lovely comments, from former attendees as well as current ones, about how friendly they find the 
groups and how they have made lasting friendships that started during their time at these groups. 



Small Groups
There are three groups which meet during term time, two are weekly on different evenings, and 
the third group meets fortnightly in the morning.  An average of thirteen church members attend 
these groups. These groups aim to gain a better understanding of the scriptures through following 
prescribed study courses, which promote discussion and prayer.

Hospitality
We have a small team of volunteers who plan several events throughout the year. We organise 
Pancake Night, Easter Funday, Easter Sunrise Breakfast, Summer Garden Fete, Light Party, Firework 
night and Christmas Fayre. We also run a couple of quizzes through the year.  These events are well 
supported by the church family and the local community. 

Pastoral Assistant
One of the three EMI Care Homes within the parish is visited regularly on a weekly basis by our 
‘Pastoral Assistant/Anna Friend’ and Communion by Extension is offered to residents and staff there, 
on the third Sunday morning of each month.



Youth Ministry
Ignited Youth
Ignited Youth, meet on the second and fourth Sundays of the month, during services, 
following a program chosen by the young people from YFC Resources. They are 
currently split into two groups by school years, with years 7 to 9 following the Lumen 
programme and years 10 to 13 following the Mettle programme.  On the first Sunday 
of the month the members of Ignited Youth provide the volunteers to help run the service, including 
reading, intercessing, serving, music and technological support.

On months containing a fifth Sunday the youth meet for 
a Council session where they act as a junior PCC and 
discuss all matters concerning youth and the general 
running of the church and how they can help. Youth 
Music - All members of Ignited Youth are invited to 
attend music rehearsals on alternate Friday evenings, 
where their skills are developed in both music and the 
technical process of delivering a service. They are now 
being integrated into the overall music group in services 
and have led some of our worship on their own.

Sunday Special
Sunday Special meet weeks one, two, four and five in the month during the school year. We have 
three very well attended groups aged 3-5, 6-8 and 9-11. There are currently four regular teachers 
who give their time to share stories from the Bible with the amazing children of the church. We learn 
in a fun and expressive way creating artwork, playing games and singing songs to praise God.

Youth & Community Engagement Officer
I’m Sarah Rawlinson and as the Youth & Community Engagement Officer, my role being involved in 
St Mary’s has been quite a valuable one. I have had a lot of involvement within the events, fetes and 
helping at the community café.

My role covers three areas: Ebbsfleet (new and developing community), Greenhithe and Swanscombe 
(existing communities). As part of my first year I was heavily involved in ‘Tackling Obesity’ and ‘Edible 
Ebbsfleet’ as two areas of work.  This year I am working with young people across three primary 
schools on early intervention to helping those who struggle with their confidence and self-esteem and 
their overall wellbeing to equip them with life skills. I will also be running free community events in and 
around the areas listed above.  I would love to host one of these events in the grounds of St Mary’s 
promoting not only what the church does, but the work of various community groups making it a fun 
and enjoyable event. My role is to pull the churches and surrounding areas closer together, during this 
time of development and change. The support from the PCC, wider church members and community 
is so important to my role to work with those who are around me and work together on achieving the 
same goal – making it a better place for people to live.



Administrator
Our church administrator is usually the first point of contact for people via the phone or email. 
She responds to both and deals with around 90% of requests directly and passes the rest on as 
needed. She organises the church diary and hall bookings. She produces a weekly news sheet for 
the congregation which is sent electronically and also printed. She spends five hours a week on the 
administration of Mary’s Child which includes making food parcels, taking calls for items, liaising 
with the team to arrange collections / deliveries of items, speaking to other agencies who we work in 
partnership with. She keeps a check on dates of food in the Parish pantry. She collects payments for 
activities such as the beach trip, firework night and other fundraising events. She collates names for 
the free food and fun events, pancake night and more so we have an idea of how many to cater for. 
Part of her job is to keep the Mary Greenhithe Facebook page up to date. This is the ‘casual’ Facebook 

page for the church where we post all events and activities to 
the public. The local community also use this page as another 
way to contact us.

Ebbsfleet Edible Garden
The Ebbsfleet Edible Garden was started at St Mary’s in 2018 with 
funding from the NHS to promote healthy eating. A small steering 
group was recruited, who wrote the project brief with a budget 
and a working plan which included recruiting volunteers. The 
funds are managed through the church treasurer and the money 
is ring-fenced for the project. Two areas in the grounds adjoining 

the Church were chosen as sites for raised beds. The spaces are accessible to the public, add interest to 
the church grounds and three decorative benches have been purchased and placed near the beds. The 
produce is distributed through the Community Cafe, and other groups associated with the church. 

Men’s Curry Night
This happens every four weeks on Wednesday night at 8pm in a local Indian restaurant. This is an 
informal evening for men of all ages, whether they are church members or not, to get together for 
friendly chat and fellowship.

New Wine
For the past six years a group from the church has attended the New Wine United annual 
gathering, during the summer holidays. This is a week camping together where there is 
daily morning and evening worship with workshops and activities during the day. There 
are also children’s clubs for all ages where they have fun learning about Jesus. It is a very powerful week 
away from normal life with a few thousand Christians and a definite presence of the Holy Spirit. Those 
who go come back from this week away rejuvenated, bringing back ideas to share with the rest of the 
church. Our two Licenced Lay Ministers started their journey into this ministry as a result of their time 
at New Wine. Most of those who attend camp on site, but a few stay off site and travel in each day. We 
all meet up at morning worship and share lunch and dinner together as a group. In the last few years 
members from our church have started to serve in different areas such as Compassion, Tearfund and 
Gems (a children’s group aged 0 – 2 years), with four people already volunteering to serve in 2020.



ASWA
St Mary Greenhithe was awarded joint winners of Animal Friendly Church 2018, by ASWA in early 
2019. As The Church of England’s Fifth Mark of Mission – To strive to safeguard the integrity of 

creation and to sustain and renew 
the life of the earth – we felt called 
to highlight the importance of 
animals, wildlife & the environment 
to God’s Kingdom at St. Mary’s, and 
as a result our church became a 
member of the Anglican Society for 
the Welfare of Animals charity.

To introduce ASWA to St. Mary’s, 
several themes were presented to 
the church family throughout the 
year, with activities for children 
which included making bird feeders, 
mini bug hotels and wildflower seed 
bombs. Bird boxes and bird baths 
have been placed around the church 

grounds and there is a unique “insect church” which was made specially for us. For a short while we 
rehomed some rescue chickens so that they could live out the rest of their lives in a safe environment.

We were fortunate to have a representative from ASWA join 
us to talk about their work and mission, and we have paired 
with St Mary’s Stone for their annual Animal Blessing Service 
held around St Francistide. With increasing development 
in and around Greenhithe, the grounds of St Mary’s are an 
important refuge for wildlife and a place where we can show 
the local community how we care for God’s creation as a 
church. We know that there is still much we could achieve, 
with the help and support of the church and wider community.



History, Parish 
and Local Area
The Parish
The Parish of St Mary Greenhithe is part of the Rochester Diocese and Gravesend Deanery. It was 
consecrated on 26th August 1856 to provide an Anglican place of worship between Swanscombe 
and Stone.  Throughout its history it has played an important part in the life of the village. Out of five 
churches that once existed here St Mary’s alone has survived.  It is a Grade 2 listed building with 
some notable examples of Victorian stained-glass windows and the only Caroline Townshend window 
in Kent. In 1991 £34,000 was raised to rebuild the bellcote; long standing members of the present 
congregation remember it well.

In 2006 great celebrations were held to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the church and an 
anniversary booklet is still available from the church office.

About Greenhithe
Greenhithe is situated in North West Kent between the towns of Gravesend and Dartford.  
The council for this area is Dartford Borough Council and the local council is Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe Town Council. The Parish population at the 2011 census was 6721 but there has been 
a large amount of development since then. The adjoining parishes are Stone and Swanscombe. In 

addition to this our parish will be involved in the Ebbsfleet Garden 
City development, as this will partly fall within our boundary. There 
are two GP surgeries, three residential homes for the elderly, a 
library and a British Legion Club. Knockhall Primary School is within 
the parish. Other primary and secondary schools are within easy 
reach of Greenhithe.

Nearby is the Bluewater Shopping Centre that employs 7,000 
people. There are plans to build a Theme Park on the Swanscombe 
Peninsula immediately to the east of the parish, to open in 2024.

Ebbsfleet International Station
Ebbsfleet International station, with services to Europe and a fast service 
to London St Pancras is a couple of miles to the east. Greenhithe station, 
on the North Kent Line, has a regular walk on service, with trains to 
London to the west and Gravesend, Medway towns and Kent coast to the 
east. Darent Valley Hospital, built in 2000, and run by the Gravesham and 
Dartford NHS Trust, lies to the south-west. 



The Rectory 
The Rectory was built in 1928 and is close to the church. It is a spacious five bedroomed house. On 
the ground floor there are two reception rooms, a large kitchen, utility room, small cloakroom and 
office. There are French doors leading to the garden from one of the reception rooms and side access 
to the garden from the utility room.

The office is where 
our Administrator 
works part time. 

There is a separate 
entrance to the 
office as well as 
the front door.

Upstairs there are four good sized bedrooms and one smaller one. In addition, there is one small 
room under the eaves and a dressing room that can be accessed from the landing and guest bedroom. 
There is a separate toilet and a bathroom with bath and shower cubicle.

The large loft has been partly boarded out. The house has double glazing, central heating, a burglar 
alarm, and a large secure garden. The Rectory shares a drive with the church car park which has 12 
parking spaces and there is a single detached garage.

Church Hall
The hall was built in 1961 and is situated next 
to the church. It has a large well-equipped 
kitchen and four large storage rooms. It is well 
used by both the Church and Community. 
Community Groups include Guides, 
Brownies, Highland Piping Club, Irish Dance 
Group, Baby Ballet, Art Group and an adult 
Ballet Group.

The Memorial Garden
The Memorial Garden was designed and created by church members in 1992 and was dedicated 
by the Bishop of Tonbridge in 1993. Ashes are interred here, and a Book of Remembrance was 
introduced and is on view in the Lady Chapel.



What we are looking for 
in our new Priest in Charge
1.  To be a person of faith, person of prayer, a person who is open to the work of the Holy Spirit

2.   To be young in outlook, with lots of energy and enthusiasm to keep up with this growing 
multi-generational church and local community.

3.   A charismatic leader who will lead by example sharing their own gifts and talents, while 
enabling and encouraging others to do the same; continuing to work towards the church 
vision of being a ‘heart of the community’.

4.   The ability to preach, teach and lead worship in a Bible based and Spirit led Anglican Liturgy 
while keeping it in the 21st century, by supporting the continuing use of a mixture of 
traditional and modern music and up to date technology, and inspiring people in their own 
faith journeys.

5.   To be prepared to face the challenges of a growing population in Greenhithe and developing 
areas around such as Ebbsfleet Garden City.

6.   To be a good organiser and good communicator; to be able to liaise with people in many 
different circumstances.

7.   Be open and willing to continue the Church’s connection with New Wine.

8.   To be blessed with a sense of humour.

Some comments made by church members when asked 
what we were looking for in a new incumbent are:

We are aware that God has already chosen you. He has just has not told us yet...

“An enabler...can build people up in their calling.”
“Someone who gives good hugs”

“Works well with people from all walks 
of life ...inside and outside the church family.”

“A person seeking God and wanting to be like Jesus”
“They should have a sense of humour, be Spirit led, 

Prayerful, Caring and a Team Player.”



The Rectory, 131 Mounts Rd
Greenhithe, Kent DA9 9ND
Tel: 01322 382031
www.stmarygreenhithe.com


