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THE DIOCESE 
 

The Anglican Diocese of Leeds 

comprises five Episcopal Areas, 

each coterminous with an 

Archdeaconry. This is now the 

largest diocese in the country, and 

its creation is unprecedented in the 

history of the Church of England. It 

covers an area of around 2,425 

square miles, and a population of 

around 2,642,400 people. 
 

The three former dioceses were 

created in the nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries to cater for 

massive population changes 

brought about by industrialisation 

and, later mass immigration. The 

diocese comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield), large industrial and post-

industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury), market towns (Harrogate, 

Skipton, Ripon, Richmond and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas (the Dales). The 

whole of life is here, along with the richness, diversity and complexities of a changing 

world. 
 

The Diocesan Bishop (The Rt Rev’d Nick Baines) is assisted by five Area Bishops 

(Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Wakefield and Ripon), and five Archdeacons 

(Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, Pontefract, Richmond and Craven). 
 

The Benefice of The Wiske lies in the Ripon Episcopal 

Area, in the Archdeaconry of Richmond and Craven. 

The Bishop of Ripon is the Rt Rev’d Dr Helen-Ann 

Hartley. 
 

Our vision as the Diocese is about confident clergy 

equipping confident Christians to live and tell the 

good news of Jesus Christ. For all of our 

appointments we are seeking clergy who have a 

joyful and confident faith which has inspired a track 

record of church growth numerically and spiritually. Ripon Cathedral  
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Welcome to the Benefice of the Wiske - Our invitation 
If you enjoy the countryside, beautiful scenery and friendly people we hope you will take a closer 
look at us. 

The five churches of this benefice are seeking a priest to love and care for our rural communities; 
someone with a deep love of God and a pastoral heart, who loves people and will help us meet 
the challenge of bringing Christ into the lives of our residents, young and old. We pray for 
someone to build the links we have begun with our schools, families and young people, while 
helping us to grow in faith and commitment to Him. 

Would you be willing to join us in this lovely part of North Yorkshire, which lies between two 
National Parks and close to the county town of Northallerton? 

We pray that you will be called by God to minister here. We are waiting eagerly to welcome you. 

To find out more about us you can visit our website https://www.wiskebenefice.org/ 

We know it can be difficult to move into the unknown, but we seek to provide support from both 
retired clergy and the laity, and are looking at ways of providing some administrative help to free 
our priest for mission and ministry. 

Our vision is to develop an outward looking community of worshippers, to grow in commitment, 
discipleship and prayer, to develop the confidence to reach out to others and bring them to faith 
in Christ. We want to work together using our gifts, skills and experience to make this happen, and 
work with our priest to make Christ relevant in today’s world. As individual churches our 
congregations are small, but we pray for a leader to help us work together to bring more direction 
to our task.  

 

https://www.wiskebenefice.org/
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The Flying Scotsman steams though the benefice   
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     Typical service rota for the Wiske Benefice 

 1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 5th Sunday 
Birkby 9.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

 9.30am 
Holy 
Communion 

 10.30am 
Holy 
Communion 
 
United 
Benefice 
service 
 
 
Rotates 
around all 5 
churches 

Danby Wiske 11.00am 
Holy 
Communion 

11.00am 
Morning 
Prayer 

11.00am 
Holy 
Communion 

6.00pm 
Evening 
Prayer 

East Cowton 11.00am 
Holy 
Communion 

 9.30am 
Holy 
Communion 

11.00am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Appleton 
Wiske 

 11.00am 
Holy 
Communion 

 11.00am 
Holy 
Communion 

Great 
Smeaton 

9.30am 
Holy 
Communion 

 11.00am 
Morning 
Prayer 
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Our parishes – location and overview 

Our five churches serve several communities situated at the northern end of the Vale of York and 
at the north-eastern edge of the Ripon Episcopal Area. Although in a rural setting, we enjoy good 
access to larger towns and cities, being within easy reach of the A1 and A19 trunk roads, from 
which we can visit the cathedral cities of Ripon, York and Durham. Rail links from Darlington and 
Northallerton offer access to London and Edinburgh (about 2½ hours away) and cross-country 
routes to Leeds, Manchester and its airport as well as to the south west. More local airports are 
situated at Newcastle, Leeds/Bradford and Teesside (looking to expand under new management). 

Within the Benefice there are four primary schools one of which is C of E (VC) and secondary 
schools are located in the nearby towns of Northallerton, Yarm and Richmond, where there is a 
joint Anglican/Roman Catholic School, as well as a County one. The universities of Durham, York, 
Sunderland, Newcastle and Teesside are also within travelling distance. 

Our villages originally served the agricultural economy, but now provide homes for commuters to 
neighbouring towns; some work in local government, hospitals (Northallerton, Darlington and 
Middlesbrough), industrial Teesside and further afield. 

Farming is still the most important local activity, supported by related businesses, as well as self-
employed builders, plumbers and so on. We have pubs, schools and shops also. A great number of 
residents are now retired. Having lived here many years and raised their families here, they have 
no wish to move away. 

Our New Priest 

• We are looking for someone with a deep spiritual and prayerful calling, able to inspire 
others, both within the church and the wider community. 

• Someone to help us reach out to the missing generation(s) and make Jesus Christ relevant 
in their lives. 

• Someone who relates well to people from diverse backgrounds, from those involved in 
agriculture to industry executives, from young to old. 

• Someone who is willing to be a visible presence in our villages, in our schools and in other 
activities/events. Yorkshire folk are friendly! 

• Someone kind and caring, with a good sense of humour and a willingness to listen. 

• Someone to encourage the development of gifts for ministry from within our 
congregations through leadership and teaching skills. 

• Someone to help us work better together to become a truly united benefice, with a 
common mission, developing ministry, service and support for each other. We have made 
a start! 

• We look for a flexible approach to Sunday services with occasional offices used to further 
mission and pastoral care. 

• IT, organisational skills and driving licence essential 
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Our Team 

Our new priest will be supported by three retired clergy, a reader, two lay worship leaders as well 
as by churchwardens and parishioners. You will find Yorkshire folk are friendly and some of us 
who are adopted Yorkshire folk are too! 

The Rectory 

Purpose-built in the 1970s it is located in 
Great Smeaton, has four bedrooms and 
bathroom upstairs, with sitting room and 
linked dining room downstairs, a kitchen, 
toilet/cloakroom and the all-important study 
off the entrance hall. It has a single garage, a 
parking area and secluded gardens off the 
village green and close to St Eloy’s church. 
On the opposite side of the green lie the 
Black Bull pub, the village hall and the 
primary school.  

 

 

 

The other churches in the benefice are between three and six miles away.  

 

 

 



7 
 

About the Benefice and its outreach 

We are looking to improve collaboration between our five churches; St Eloy’s Great Smeaton 
which shares a PCC with St 
Mary’s Appleton Wiske, St. 
Peter’s Birkby, All Saints East 
Cowton and Danby Wiske 
Church. Until recently most 
have worked independently 
under the same priest, but we 
are coming together with joint 
PCC meetings three or four 
times a year and we have been 
working together to prepare 
this brochure about ourselves. 
We join together in worship 
with a united service on fifth 
Sundays.  

St Peter’s Church, 5th Sunday Benefice service 

Work with children and young people 

We see this as our main task in bringing the Good News to our communities. At present retired 
clergy keep links with the primary schools alive and the schools use church buildings for Carol 
Services and Harvest Festivals, as well as on other occasions. Volunteers from across the benefice 
have brought “Open the Book” to Great Smeaton Primary school, which is being much enjoyed by 
all involved since the start in September 2019. We hope to roll this out across the other schools.  

Confirmation classes have been held every few years, led by clergy, but our challenge is to bring 
the candidates into our regular 
worship.  

A Youth Club Known as YG, is held 
at All Saints Annexe every two 
weeks in term time. It is run by 
volunteers with input from 
Yorkshire Youth. In the past it has 
nurtured members who have 
moved into ministry and has sent 
volunteers to help in an African 
Orphanage. They have embraced 
the Advent Challenge to raise 
money for the homeless. 

 

 

‘YG’ music workshop in All Saints annexe 
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Communication  

We publish “The Cowtons News”, a magazine with news of the Parish of the Cowtons, including 
both church and village news and information. This goes free of charge to every home in the 
parish ten times a year. 530 are printed and copies also go to the other churches in the benefice. 
“The Anvil” is produced by the other churches in the group, and goes to subscribers. We have as 
yet been unable to reconcile the two different approaches to publication and distribution, but 
hope this can be achieved in the future. 

Church events and special services are advertised in the magazines, on posters, fliers, on the 
benefice website, https://www.wiskebenefice.org/ and posting on Facebook in some parishes.  

Most importantly we try to tell people what is happening. 

Learning and Exploring Together   

A Fellowship group meets fortnightly 
in Great Smeaton, and prayer groups 
meet on a monthly basis. All Saints 
Annexe hosts a fortnightly Bible 
Study, meeting weekly during Advent 
and Lent and the venue for some 
very lively and controversial 
discussions. We have managed to 
keep this going since the departure of 
our last full time Priest in Charge with 
members stepping up to lead 
sessions and help from a retired 
priest. 

 

Bible Study in All Saints annexe 

Our churches are open during the day for quiet contemplation and prayer. Danby Wiske is on the 
Coast to Coast Footpath and welcomes many visitors. 

Serving our Communities 

Sunday Services. A variety of services are held across the benefice, and our present pattern is 
shown on page 4. St Peter’s Birkby, favour the Prayer Book Holy Communion (BCP) while we use 
Common Worship Holy Communion in the other churches, with Morning Prayer and Service of the 
Word for Lay led services. 

We support local food banks, gifts at Harvest and Christmas for residents of the Darlington Refuge 
and try to raise awareness of those in need. 

Individual church members give help to villagers as it becomes known, although only Great 
Smeaton has an organised system for such help. 

https://www.wiskebenefice.org/
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About our parishes, our buildings and our people 

Great Smeaton and Appleton Wiske work together with a single PCC, but with their own semi-
autonomous administrative committees.  

Great Smeaton  

- St Eloy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our village lies on the main Darlington to Northallerton road, which is also a bus route connecting 
these towns and some of the villages in the Benefice. The population is about 170, but including 
the nearby villages of Little Smeaton and Hornby brings this up to about 500. Two small housing 
developments in the area are under construction. The village hall is a focus for the thriving social 
life of the community, offering Craft and Painting, Zumba, Pilates, Cubs & Scouts, Young Farmers 
and Indoor Bowls- something for every age group. It is also the venue for the Annual Village 
Review (written and performed by local residents) and the Village Agricultural Show. The nearby 
school enjoys an active relationship with the church, using the building for special services and 
welcoming the “Open the Book” team. There is a village Facebook page  



10 
 

Our church stands in its churchyard, set back from the A167 road in the heart of the village.           
It is a lovely mainly Victorian church which retains some of the original 14th century architecture, 
including the nave arch and font. A new lighting system was installed in 2018 and drawings have 
been commissioned for the addition of kitchen and toilet facilities. Our graveyard is open. 

Our People Average attendance at services is 13, but these numbers are much increased at Easter, 
Christmas and Harvest times. Volunteers run a workshop for children from the area which 
prepares them to take part in services such as Mothering Sunday, Harvest and Christingle. The 
domestic life of the church is also looked after by a healthy list of volunteers, both regular 
worshippers and others. They work to ensure St Eloy’s always looks loved and inviting.  

After every service, refreshments are 
served which fosters fellowship and a 
chance to welcome any newcomers. This 
is in addition to all new residents being 
visited and invited to services and special 
events. Prayer is encouraged at the 
monthly Prayer and Contemplation 
Group and discussion in the fortnightly 
Fellowship Group. Church members are 
involved in the monthly community 
coffee morning for SHARE (Smeaton 
Helpers Are Ready, Enquire), which as 
well providing a social hub, enables the 
sharing of news about residents needing 
help of any kind, which can then be 
offered. Charitable giving in 2018/19 

went to the local Food Bank, Salvation Army Christmas Appeal and the Children’s Society.  

A fundraising group organises several events a year 
which include the whole community. Over the last few 
years, using the church as the venue, and following 
the Ministry and Mission ethos, these have been 
successful and have included a fashion show, history 
talks, concert, wreath making and a flower arranging 
“competition”. The two-day open garden weekends 
have been much enjoyed and the teas in the village 
hall ensured no-one went hungry and increased the 
profits.  

https://www.facebook.com/GreatSmeatonVillage 

https://www.greatsmeatonschool.co.uk/ 

Our finances We have managed to pay our parish 
share in 2019 

        Wreath making in St Eloys 

https://www.facebook.com/GreatSmeatonVillage
https://www.greatsmeatonschool.co.uk/
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Appleton Wiske – St Mary  

 

Our village This lies about three miles to the east of Great Smeaton and is a characterful village of 
mainly old cottages, with a pub, shop and Methodist Chapel. A local doctor’s practice offers 
consultations once a week. The annual highlight is the village pantomime, written and performed 
by the residents.  

 

Our church In the heart of the village, but tucked away and surrounded by its churchyard is this 
ancient church, dating from the 12th century, its chancel arch is a classic example of its 
architectural style. Recent work has provided toilet facilities. The churchyard is open.  
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Our people We are a small friendly church community, providing pastoral care where needed. We 
have links with the Methodist Chapel and share festivals such as Harvest, Mothering Sunday and 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Two retired clergy live in the village, who work hard to 
maintain close links with the primary school and pre-school group, helped by church members. 
Much revolves around the church, school and pre-school in the village, involving children, parents, 
grandparents and residents. The building is supported by a thriving small group of volunteers 
called The Friends of St Mary’s, who are a sub-group of the PCC. They raise funds through various 
activities, help towards maintenance costs and upkeep of church and churchyard. 

Through all these activities, a strong community care culture has developed.   

https://www.appletonwiske.com/ 

http://www.appletonwiske.n-yorks.sch.uk/ 

Our finances We have managed to pay our parish share in 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Appleton Wiske annual hog roast 

https://www.appletonwiske.com/
http://www.appletonwiske.n-yorks.sch.uk/
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Birkby- St Peter 

 

Our hamlet This community comprises a small group of houses and scattered farms, with the 
church the only public building in the parish, whose residents number about 74 and are mostly 
over 60 and retired. There are still signs of the medieval village which existed here and is 
mentioned in the Domesday Book.   

Our church This is an 18th century 
Grade II Listed building with some 
Victorian heritage, surrounded by its 
churchyard which looks out over 
open countryside. Alterations to the 
original building were made in the 
19th century, but the building 
retains its original strong sense of 
simplicity. A round Norman multi-
scalloped capital and an 18th 
century baluster font stand outside 
the south door, relics from previous 
churches on the site. A list of 
Rectors of St Peters dates back to 
1239. In the last few years major 
repairs were done to the bellcote 
(2009) and to the roof with a grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund  
(2015). The churchyard is open. 

Our people We are a welcoming church where the regular small congregation is swelled for the 
festivals and Carol Services. We are ageing but willing and are supported by the Friends of St 
Peter’s, set up in 2015, which organises fundraising and talks of interest. 

Our finances We have been unable to pay our parish share in 2019 

St Peter’s Church interior & Local History Talk 
 

St Peter’s Church interior & Local History Talk 
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The Cowtons, 

North and East  

-   All Saints 

https://www.facebook.com/All-Saints-
Church-East-Cowton-1935026633387627 

 

 

 

 

 

Our villages 

North Cowton has a population of about 500,  
a good mix of housing, some old, some new, a 
village hall, a garage/shop and a primary school. The 
church of St Luke has recently closed due to the 
increasing age and infirmity of its regular 
congregation who could no longer support it 
financially. Access for worshippers was also difficult. 
Although the Methodist Chapel has also closed in 
the last few years, we try to involve residents in the 
life of All Saints and offer occasional services in the 
village hall at North Cowton. This hall is used on a 
regular basis by the community for the Women’s 
Institute, fitness classes, yoga, community choir and 
monthly coffee mornings. 
 http://northsouthcowton.n-yorks.sch.uk/home/ 

 
East Cowton has a population of around 530, about half 
of whom are retired. We have a busy pub, a community 
shop and a weekly pop-up post office. Our village hall is 
rather past its “sell-by date”, but still in use and efforts 
are being made to raise money for a new building. It is 
used for tai chi, indoor bowls, mah jong and badminton. 
When the Post Office is there on a Friday afternoon, a 
pop-up café takes place, which raises money for the new 
building and offers a great opportunity to socialise. 
Other events held there featured concerts (linked with 
Rural Arts), pantomimes (a product of our local Cowtons 
Arts and Theatre Society or CATS), and a talent show. 

Our primary school is a church school (C of E, VC), built in the 1970’s to replace an older school in 
the village. http://www.eckf.dalesmat.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/All-Saints-Church-East-Cowton-1935026633387627/
https://www.facebook.com/All-Saints-Church-East-Cowton-1935026633387627/
http://northsouthcowton.n-yorks.sch.uk/home/
http://www.eckf.dalesmat.org/


15 
 

Our Church All Saints, a Grade II listed brick church with 
shingled spire is 110 years old. It was built to replace an older, 
now demolished one between the two villages. It incorporates 
the 12th century font from this earlier church, thus keeping a 
link with the past. Our greatest asset is our annexe, opened in 
2004 and funded by a generous bequest and a grant from 
Defra in the aftermath of the foot and mouth outbreak of 
2001. It holds a meeting room, well-equipped kitchen and 
toilets, and offers good access for the disabled. This is where 
we hold church and some benefice meetings, Youth Group and 
Bible Study. It is used by a village U3A branch and a Mothers 
and Toddlers group. A poppy curtain, made by the U3A craft 
group and others was made for the 2018 centenary of the end 
of World War I and is installed every year in the chancel. The 
church itself holds 120 people, offers good disabled access, a 
loop system and some onsite parking. Recent investment has 
enabled updating the video system and the installation of better lighting for the chancel.  
 

We are responsible for two open graveyards. One on the site of the demolished church which 
serves mainly East Cowton. The other is the churchyard of the lovely medieval church of St Mary, 
South Cowton; now vested in the Churches Conservation Trust, but available to us for occasional 
use. 
 

Our people We are an enthusiastic group of worshippers of about 16, of whom more than half are 
retired. From these we provide lesson readers, intercessions leaders, a chalice assistant, flower 
arrangers and church cleaners. We hold a monthly lay led service of either Morning Prayer or 
Service of the Word and a Benefice All Souls Service every year, which offers a chance to reflect 
and give thanks for the lives of departed loved ones. Whilst we manage to keep our buildings in 
good repair and raise the necessary funds, we are aware that we could do more to promote the 
Gospel and pursue our mission within this community. Regular congregations are small, but like 
the other churches in our group, we find there is a much greater attendance for special services, 
such as Remembrance Sunday, Harvest, Easter and the Christmas Eve Crib Service. The village 
does also look to the church for funerals, baptisms and occasional weddings. We have no 
organised system to help those who might benefit from assistance, but individual members do 
provide support for others. One goes into the school to hear children read and provides an 
informal link between school and church. Our social/fundraising events such as Burns Suppers, 
Barbecues, Film Nights and the annual Christmas Market are well supported by the local 
community. We encourage help for others through food bank donations, the giving of gifts for the 
local refuge, appeals for Embrace and the mission to seamen (toiletries for the crews). As well as 

communicating via the Benefice website, we have a Facebook 
page, All Saints Church, East Cowton, as we know some of our 
villagers prefer to use this as a point of reference rather than 
the Cowtons News.  
 

Our finances We have been unable to pay our Parish share for 
2019. This is a legacy of being overcharged in the past, supporting 
St Luke’s, North Cowton until its closure, and finding our income 
has been affected by this closure, as worshippers generally have 
not become regular members of our congregation. Three years ago, 
we managed to pay in full when a number of large funerals 
increased our funds. We will be looking at our planned giving 
scheme again in 2020. 
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Danby Wiske with Hutton Bonville 

Our villages The population of these communities of scattered farms and the village of Danby 
Wiske is around 300. There is an active village hall committee which organises a number of events, 
including a well supported Beer Festival. There is a playground near the church which is situated 
at the south end of the village. The village pub is often busy with walkers on the Coast to Coast 
route.  

Our church This Grade I listed building is the oldest in the village. It incorporates early Norman 
and later Early English elements. A service is held every Sunday and it is the only church in the 
group to boast a choir. The churchyard is open. 

 

Our people Our congregation varies from 12 to 18, but 

is supported by others for occasional services, such as 

Harvest, Christingle, Crib and Carols. An annual lunch is 

held which attracts about 80 people and there is an 

annual garden party. Refreshments are served after 

our morning services and most worshippers stay some 

time to enjoy the fellowship. 

http://www.danbywiske.org.uk/ 

Our finances We have paid our parish share for 2019  

 

All our churches are in good condition at present. Some churches are planning to improve 

facilities within their buildings to make them more attractive to visitors and better able to meet 

the needs of existing congregations.  

http://www.danbywiske.org.uk/

