
The Diocese of Oxford 

 

The Diocese of Oxford serves the mission of the church in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire. The diocese comprises more than 600 parishes, with over 800 churches, 
serving a diverse population of more than two million people located in all types of settings.  

Due to the size and complexity of the diocese, we have three Area Bishops who exercise 
considerable strategic and pastoral oversight for their Areas. The Bishop of Buckingham is 
the Rt Revd Alan Wilson who has been the Area Bishop since 2003. The Archdeacon of 
Buckingham is Ven Guy Elsmore who has been in post since 2016. 

Since the appointment in 2017 of the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft as Bishop of Oxford, a new 

common vision has emerged for the Diocese of Oxford. The vision is based on the qualities 

described in The Beatitudes and addresses what kind of church we are called to be: 

A more Christ-like church for the sake of God’s world: 

contemplative, compassionate and courageous. 

Together we have identified seven themes for our common life. These are not a description 

of everything the church does, but they do represent the areas God is currently calling us to:  

 making a bigger difference in the world  

 sharing our faith and growing the local church  

 growing new congregations  

 serving every school in our communities 

 setting the discipleship of all at the heart of our common life  

 celebrating and blessing the city of Milton Keynes 

 engaging in new ways with young people, families and children. 

These priorities are being supported centrally by resources, training, conferences, 

workshops, and much more.  The diocese is inviting benefices and their priests to share a 

vision rather than demanding a response. It wants all its priests to flourish in ministry and to 

deepen their enjoyment of God. 

It is hoped that all clergy appointed into the Archdeaconry of Buckingham will want to 

commit to encouraging their benefices to share in the diocesan vision. 

 


