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Foreword 
The post of Associate Vicar in the Parish of Easthampstead (which covers half of Bracknell) is interesting 

and rich. It embodies every aspect of contemporary Anglican parish life. Worship is rooted in the           

Eucharistic tradition but open to new exploration and ideas. The parish church is a historic centre of     

pilgrimage while the worshipping community in Jennett’s Park is emerging and enjoys the freedom which 

comes from not owning a building. Mission in the parish is about making the most of a large number of 

occasional offices alongside building new relationships with those who’ve recently moved to the area.  

 

Part of the job is building links across the whole parish, and part of it is being a key face of the Church on 

a new housing development, putting down roots, becoming known, being a pioneer.  

 

It’s a job which would perfectly suit anyone who wants the adventure of mission and ministry on a new 

housing development while also being rooted in a church which is flourishing through a traditional model 

of parish ministry.  

 

You will also be joining a varied and active Deanery in a healthy and lively Episcopal Area (which has     

appointed a new Bishop and a new Archdeacon in the last 8 months) in a Diocese which is well-resourced 

and excited to be exploring what it is to be called to be “a more Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s 

world.” 

 

If all of this sounds exciting, then read on! And please be assured that this is a process which is bathed in 

the prayers of the Parish, the Deanery and beyond.  

 

Fr Richard Lamey 

Acting Assistant Archdeacon of Berkshire 
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Our Vision 
Across the Diocese, our vision is to be a Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s World.   

Here in the Parish of Easthampstead, we aim to be ‘a welcoming community that worships God, serves 

others and makes new disciples’. We are a large and active liberal catholic parish that is sacramentally 

centred. We have a growing ministry to people of all ages throughout the parish in our three centres of 

worship: - St Michael and St Mary Magdalene (the Parish Church), The Church@The Pines (our Anglican/

Methodist LEP) and St Francis and St Clare (on the new estate at Jennett’s Park). 

St Francis & St Clare was planted by the Parish in 2011 with the aim of being a Christian presence within 

the new and growing housing development of Jennett’s Park. It now seeks to provide a church community 

and style of worship which is family-friendly, sacramental, inclusive and distinctive from that found     

elsewhere within the parish. 

We seek to encourage and promote evangelism and growth in faith, to serve our local community and to 

be a church where all are welcomed and their needs met.  
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The figures of St Francis & St Clare, pictured on the front cover, are made from gourds and come from Brazil.  

They are gifts from a member of the congregation from their home church of St Francis and St Clare in Brazil.  
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The Post: Associate Vicar 
The Bishop of Reading, in consultation with the Rector of Easthampstead, wishes to appoint an   

Associate Vicar   

to fulfil a substantial role within a large and active parish and to be a proactive partner, leader and 

enabler in fulfilling our mission to serve God and make disciples.   

We are looking for a new Associate Vicar who can lead our church community at St Francis & St Clare, 

Jennett’s Park, to lead and develop our ministry with children and families across the parish, and to share 

in ministry across our three centres of worship.  This is a post which will require the ability to develop, 

support and enthuse lay leaders and lay teams. 

The Key Responsibilities are: 

St Francis & St Clare, Jennett’s Park 

Our Associate Vicar will be the priestly presence within the church, school and community of Jennett’s 

Park. We are looking for someone to further develop our Sunday congregation of St Francis & St Clare. 

We are looking for an Associate Vicar who will: 

• Nurture faith and grow new disciples within our congregation – we have a number of families who 

are in the early stages of their faith journey and/or attend infrequently. Our new Associate Vicar will 

build relationship with those on the fringes of our church community and help them grow in their 

faith. 

• Continue to develop our worship at St Francis & St Clare – our services at Jennett’s Park have oppor-

tunities for flexibility and creativity in our worship, whilst remaining largely sacramental. Our new 

Associate Vicar will continue to develop our worship at St Francis & St Clare. 

• Develop lay leadership – we currently rely on a couple of volunteers to plan, prepare, set up and 

lead our services. Our new Associate Vicar will develop new lay leaders and helpers at St Francis & 

St Clare. 

• The Associate Vicar will be an ex officio governor at Jennett’s Park Primary School and to lead Col-

lective Worship weekly. 

Youth, Children and Families Ministry 

• At the Parish Church and St Francis and St Clare, the Associate Vicar will have overall responsibility 

for the successful integration of children, young people and families within our church life so that 

they can grow in their faith. This will involve maintaining both our existing programmes and devel-

oping new initiatives.  

• A key function of the Associate Vicar will be to engage positively with around 200 families per year 

whose contacts with us are framed by baptisms, weddings and school registrations and to work with 

them to deepen their commitment.  

• Our Parish is reliant on the work of many committed lay volunteers and the Associate Vicar will have 

a role in developing our new and existing groups and their lay leaders with particular reference to 

our Children’s, Youth and Family work. The ability to enthuse and support lay leaders is essential. 

• We are looking for an Associate Vicar who can continue to build upon our successful ministry with 

the eight primary schools. We currently have minimal contact with two secondary schools, and 

there is an opportunity for our new Associate Vicar to develop relationships there. 

• We are aware that we currently have a gap in our provision for our tweenagers and teenagers and 

are looking for an Associate Vicar who help fill this gap; either by extending our current children’s 

ministry or by starting something new. 
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Ministry across the Benefice 

• The Associate Vicar is expected to attend weekday Morning and Evening Prayer at the Parish 

Church. The Staff Team meets weekly and team members share in covering the weekday and Sun-

day Eucharists, Occasional Offices and the twice weekly drop-in sessions at the Parish Office.  

• We have begun a new process of discerning what God is calling us to become and what our priori-

ties should be. The Associate vicar will engage constructively with others in the parish and diocese 

to formulate and carry out our new Parish Development Plan. 

• The Associate Vicar will be an ex officio member of Standing Committee and the PCC and enjoy the 

support and fellowship of the Ministry Team. You will be a member of Deanery Chapter and Dean-

ery Synod. 

 

Personal Attributes and Skills 

Essential: we are looking for a person who is: 

• A priest who has successfully completed IME 2 

• Grounded in the Anglican tradition and energised by the Eucharistic tradition of the Parish. 

• Able and prepared to work collaboratively with clergy and lay members of the church. 

• Called to lead Youth, Children and Families work. 

• Able to relate to and understand the needs and aspirations of young people. 

• Possessing a welcoming and positive approach to people on the edges of church life. 

• Able to identify and respond to opportunities for mission. 

 

You will be able to demonstrate experience of: 

• leading forms of church in creative, engaging and imaginative ways. 

• working with children and families in church and on the margins. 

• ministry in a school environment. 

• ability to enthuse and nurture. 

• working with lay leaders and volunteers within the church. 

 

It is desirable that you have: 

• Experience of working collaboratively with other agencies in the community.  

 

This post is subject to enhanced DBS clearance. 
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Introduction to the Parish 

The Parish of Easthampstead is situated in Bracknell, Berkshire, in 

the South-East corner of Oxford Diocese (Berkshire Archdeaconry 

and Episcopal Area of Reading). For much of its history  

Easthampstead was the Manorial Church for a small village 

attached to a Royal Hunting Lodge in Windsor Great Park. However, 

we are now one of the largest single parishes in the Church of  

England and serve a growing population of 40,000. The parish  

covers the communities of Easthampstead, Old Bracknell,  

Wildridings, Great Hollands, Birch Hill, Hanworth and the recently 

built development of Jennett’s Park. The parish has one of the  

highest deprivation indicators in the deanery, with above local  

average numbers of children living in poverty, although parts of our 

parish are much more mixed.  Jennett’s Park is a recently built  

development of c. 1250 homes. The development includes a two-

form entry Primary School, a Community Centre, a Co-Op food 

shop and an Estate Agents. More shops are planned to be built in 

the future. 

1 - St Michael & St Mary Magdalene, Easthampstead 

2 - St Francis & St Clare, Jennett’s Park 

3 - The Church @ the Pines, Hanworth 

Map of Parish Boundary 

from A Church Near You 

The parish covers three centres of worship: The Parish and Pilgrimage Church of St Michael and St Mary Magdalene, 

The Church @ The Pines (Anglican/Methodist LEP) and St Francis & St Clare, Jennett’s Park. We have an electoral roll 

of 350 and an annual budget of around £190,000.  We are embarking on the process of drawing up our new Mission 

Action Plan and our new Associate Vicar will play an important part in this. 
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St Francis & St Clare, Jennett’s Park 

St Francis & St Clare began in 2011 and meets every Sunday in Jennett’s Park CE Primary School.  It was started 

with the aim of being a Christian presence within the new community and housing development of  

Jennett’s Park. Today our congregation is a mixture of Jennett’s Park residents and others who commute in to 

worship with us. We have an average congregation of 40, including 20 children; although this can really vary 

from week to week. Remembrance Sunday is usually our biggest service each year when we are joined by the 

local uniformed groups. In 2018 we celebrated 7 baptisms and admitted 5 children to Holy Communion. We 

have confirmed one adult candidate this year and last.  

www.jennettsparkchurch.org JennettsParkChurch @StFStC JennettsParkChurch 

We offer refreshments and colouring or word puzzles for the children from 

11am. At 11:30am we  gather for an informal family-friendly time of worship 

which usually lasts approx. 45 minutes.  

At St Francis & St Clare vestments are worn. Our service is usually based 

around the Eucharist with our young people playing a key role in sharing the 

Bible reading and the prayers with us. Our worship includes a mixture of  

traditional and contemporary music and sometimes we are joined by a local 

worship band who help to lead us in this.  

On occasion we have experimented with our worship at St Francis & St 

Clare, this has previously included an interactive ‘walk through Holy Week’ 

on Palm Sunday, group discussions around the Bible reading for that week 

or questions of faith, elements of the Alpha Film Series and interactive  

Prayer Stations. There is an desire for more imaginative and experimental 

worship. 

http://www.jennettsparkchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/jennettsparkchurch
http://www.twitter.com/stfstc
http://www.instagram.com/jennettsparkchurch
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The Church at The Pines, Hanworth 
The Church @ The Pines was established 25 years ago in The Pines Primary School. 

It meets every Sunday at 11am and is ‘a Christian community in today’s world,  

serving and worshipping God in a user-friendly style, welcoming those who are  

exploring or returning to faith’. It has an average congregation of about 40,  

including 15 young people and children.  

www.churchatthepines.org.uk Church at the Pines 

The Parish & Pilgrimage Church of 
St Michael & St Mary Magdalene 

The Parish and Pilgrimage Church is rooted in the liberal 

catholic tradition; vestments are worn, the Sacrament is 

reserved and full Holy Week and Easter services are    

observed. Sunday worship includes an 8am said           

Eucharist and the 9:30am Parish Eucharist. This is our 

main service and has an average congregation of 100  

including 15 children. Junior Church runs during our 

9:30am service although many of our families attend our 

Church4U service on a Sunday afternoon. (Please see our 

‘Youth and Children across the Parish’ section for more 

information.) The Parish Church has a good musical     

tradition, with a robed singing on Sundays and Festivals. 

www.stmichaelseasthampstead.org.uk /stmstmmeasthamp @stmstmmeasthamp 

The Choir with some of the  

Junior Choir members 

Refreshments after the Parish Eucharist 

Festal Eucharist on Easter Day 

http://www.churchatthepines.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Church-at-the-Pines-491529214701381/
http://www.stmichaelseasthampstead.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stmstmmeasthamp
http://www.twitter.com/stmstmmeasthamp
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Occasional Offices 

As a church we are very popular with families requesting  

Baptism and are held to baptise the largest number of  

children and adults in the Church of England. In 2018 we 

baptised 82 children and 11 adults at St Michael & St Mary 

Magdalene and 6 children and 1 adult at St Francis & St 

Clare, Jennett’s Park.  

Our Baptism services are usually on the first Sunday of the 

month at 11:30am and 12:30am and we are assisted by a  

Baptism Team who help us with Baptism administration. 

Parents bringing their children for Baptism are invited, 

along with the child’s Godparents, to a Baptism Preparation 

evening at the church prior to their Baptism and also to our 

Family Service. 

Historically we have been a popular venue for weddings, featuring 

in the top 20 wedding churches within the diocese. In 2018 we held 

11 weddings and by the end of 2019 we expect to have conducted 

13. Couples are invited to a Marriage Preparation evening prior to 

their Wedding. 

Baptisms 

Weddings 

Funerals 

As we are a large parish we are usually asked to take a  

number of funerals. Easthampstead Park Crematorium is 

within our parish. Many of these funeral requests are  

currently taken by our honorary assistant priests. We have a 

group within our church community who co-ordinate our   

Bereavement ministry. Bereaved families are invited to our 

Path to Peace and Christ in Quiet services. 

The Occasional Offices have been developed as “open doors” to the life and worship of the church.  We have an 

“open” Baptism policy in which all are welcome to bring their child here for Baptism. Through our Baptism and 

Weddings ministries, we find that a great number of people have an historic connection to our church or view it as 

their ‘family church’. Our aim is to foster a greater relationship with these people on the fringes of our church 

community whom we encounter through the occasional offices.  
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The Ministry Team & Staff 

Churchwarden 

Lee Townsend 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Revd Roy Burgess 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Revd Peter Bestley 

Parish Administrator 

Helen Edwards 

The Rector 

Fr Guy Cole 

Churchwarden 

Jeff Newbold 

Lynn Clitherow 

Jennett’s Park  

Church Team 

Nick Roworth 

Jennett’s Park  

Church Team 

David Crowe 

Organist & Musical Director 

Judy Collyer 

Safeguarding Officer 

Brian Gennery 

The Church @ The Pines 

Leadership Team 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 

We all rely on the support of unpaid volunteers to carry out their duties in running the Parish, the Centre 
and all our various committees, groups and activities.  We estimate that the total number of our  
volunteers is the equivalent of 20 full-time staff.  This includes lay co-ordination of key pastoral ministries 
in St Francis & St Clare, Church@the Pines, Church4U, Baptism, Marriage and Path to Peace 
(Bereavement) alongside most parish groups and administrative functions.  Everyone who is involved in 
running the church is busy, with many people juggling multiple roles. Please see our website for further 
information on our PCC, groups and volunteers. 

Marion Gunning 

PCC Lay Chair 
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Our Schools Ministry 

There are eight primary schools and two secondary schools within 

the parish; two of these Primary Schools are Church of England 

schools. St Michael and St Mary Magdalene has a well established 

ministry with all the primary schools of our parish. 

Our clergy take assemblies and a number of schools use our church 

for Harvest, Christingle and Christmas Carol Services. Every year a 

team of volunteers runs ‘Christmas Unwrapped’ and ‘Easter Experi-

ence’ when a year group from each of our local primary schools is 

invited into church to share in the Christmas/Easter story. We have 

two ‘Open the Book’ teams which currently visit two local primary 

schools to share with them different stories from the Bible. We also 

host regular class visits at the church which are linked to the curric-

ulum.  Our ministry to our secondary schools has been limited.  
School visit to church for a programme to 

mark the anniversary of the end of WWI. 

‘Remember Me’ station from Experience Easter One of our ‘Open the Book’ teams 

Local school children made doves for our  

Festival of Peace in 2018  

‘Resurrection’ station from Experience Easter 
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Our Church Schools 

St Michael’s C.E. (VA) Primary School 

Learning to Love, Love to Learn 

The school’s ethos is centred on its strong Christian faith, partnership with home and 

community, and its core values on Wisdom, Faith, Honesty, Trust & Courage. There are 

close links between the church and St Michael’s school which is located adjacent to the 

church premises where children, staff, parents and governors attend a School Eucharist 

twice a term. The Rector also conducts a weekly act of Collective Worship at the school. 

Several members of the congregation and the Rector are School Governors with the PCC 

actively involved in the recruitment and appointment of their Foundation Governors. The 

school is extremely popular and its admissions policy places great importance on regular 

church attendance. The annual school and church Purple and Gold Fete is held on the 

school field in July. 

Jennett’s Park C.E Primary School 
Jennett’s Park CE Primary School is an aided Church of England 

School within the Diocese of Oxford and the local authority of 

Bracknell Forest. With over 400 children and a two-form entry it 

became part of The Bonitas Trust Multi-Academy Trust in 2017. It 

primarily serves the housing development of Jennett’s Park. 

Jennett’s Park School has a strong Christian ethos based upon its 

‘Rainbow Promise’ and its vision of:  

Empowering our children to flourish and achieve under God’s love.  

The previous post-holder led Collective Worship at the school 

weekly and was a School Governor. 

www.jennettspark.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

http://www.jennettspark.bracknell-forest.sch.uk
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN ACROSS THE PARISH 
Junior Church 

Junior Church meets during the 9:30am Parish Eucharist during term time. They will usually re-join the 

service in time to share in the Eucharist together. Junior Church is run by a small group of dedicated  

volunteers. Currently the number of children in our Junior Church is small but can vary week by week. A 

number of our children present at the 9:30am Parish Eucharist are members of the Junior Choir and will 

stay to sing throughout the service. 

Church4U 

Church4U is where families can worship together. It is a popular service 

and meets twice a month, on the first and third Sundays. This  

congregation gathers around a craft and various other  

activities (like colouring and play-dough etc) at 3:30pm, before moving 

into the church for a short (30 min) service. In this we begin with a  

couple of songs, we share in a Bible Story, say some prayers and we 

usually celebrate the Eucharist together. We finish with some ‘yummy 

food’ for the children and some tea/coffee and cake for the adults. This 

is a key part of our ministry to children and families in the parish and its 

St Michael’s Toddler Group 

St Michael’s Toddler Group meets every Thursday in term time. 

We begin with a short age-appropriate service in the church at 

9:30am, before moving to the Parish Centre for a play-group, 

snack time and craft activity. We have an average of 20 children 

and 20 adults at our Toddler Service, with more families joining 

us later on for this popular group; in 2018 we had an average of 

40 children on the register. We continue to feel very proud that 

the group as seen some children’s first introduction to ‘big 

church’ and have enjoyed watching the children as they grow in 

Christ. Our Facebook group continues to be an active source of 

support to members outside of the weekly sessions. St Michael’s 

Toddler Group is a key part of our ministry to families. 

Youth Ministry 

Historically the church has had a youth group called ‘Youth 

Emmaus’, but this was suspended last year due to low  

numbers. Some of our young people are already involved in 

Bell Ringing and the Junior Choir. However, there is potential 

to expand our ministry with young people of secondary 

school age as part of a longer-term strategy as our children 

progress through the church.  

Junior Choir 

The Junior Choir was formed fairly recently and we are hopeful its numbers will grow under the   

guidance of our new Director of Music and with the support of the existing Adult Choir. It sings regularly 

at our principal 9:30am Eucharist at the Parish Church. 
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Admission to Holy Communion 

We admit Children in School Year 3 and above to Holy Communion. To  

prepare our children for this, we invite them to a morning session in which 

we explore what Holy Communion means and why it is so special. In 2019 

we admitted 17 Children to Holy Communion on Mothering Sunday. 

Children making bread ahead of their 

admission to Holy Communion 

Youth Confirmation 

We invite young people aged 13 and above to be 

confirmed each year. The previous post holder co-led 

a Youth Confirmation course as preparation for this. 

 

Our ‘Walking with Jesus’ service 

on Good Friday 

Three Kings at Church4U 

Our annual ‘Pumpkin Festival’ for families 

at the end of October 

Some artwork 

at St Francis &  

St Clare,  

Jennett’s Park 

Pictures of some activities involving our Young People 
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Accommodation 
Housing is provided on the recently built development of  

Jennett’s Park. This three-storey house is detached and has six 

bedrooms, including an en-suite master bedroom.  

Tawny Owl Square is just a two minutes walk from the  

property. This is where the Community Centre and Primary 

School are located as well as a local shop (Co-op).  

Jennett’s Park is located in the parish close to the M4 and with 

easy access to Reading, London, and the major London airports. 

There is a regular bus service connects it to Bracknell Town     

Centre with the Regional Lexicon shopping centre. 

Lounge Dining Area Kitchen 

Utility Room Garden Second Floor Bedroom,  

previously used as a Study 

Tarman’s Copse 

1 minutes walk 

Southern Country Park 

7 minutes walk 
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Our Pattern of Services 

Epiphany 

at St Michael & St Mary Magdalene 

Christmas at the Pines Easter at St Francis & St Clare 

What? When? How often? Description 

The Eucharist Sunday 8am Weekly A quiet devotional Eucharist with a short sermon. 

Parish Eucharist Sunday 9.30am Weekly  

The main Sunday Eucharist for the Church family to which all are     

welcomed. Junior Church, for children aged 3+, begins in Parish Centre 

and joins us for communion. Refreshments afterwards. 

Family Service 
Sunday 

11.30am 

3rd Sunday of 

the month 

A family friendly service with songs lasting 30 minutes. 

Refreshments afterwards. 

Church4U 

Sunday 3.30pm 

Children’s crafts 

4.00pm Service 

1st and 3rd      

Sunday of the 

month 

A service for young children and their families. Action songs and crafts 

for the children in the context of a short and simple Eucharist.   

Tea, sandwiches and cakes afterwards. 

Christ in Quiet Sunday 6.30pm 
2nd Sunday of 

the month 
A quiet informal service for thought, prayer and reflection. 

The Eucharist 
Tuesday 

7.00pm 
Weekly 

A quiet devotional Eucharist with a short sermon. 

4th Tuesday of the month includes “Path to Peace” bereavement  

Ministry. 

Toddler Service 
Thursday 

9.30am 

Weekly in 

term time 

Songs, story and a prayer followed by free play and refreshments in 

the Parish Centre. 

The Eucharist 
Thursday 

10.30am 
Weekly A quiet devotional Eucharist with a short sermon. 

The Parish and Pilgrimage Church of St Michael & St Mary Magdalene 

St Francis & St Clare, Jennett’s Park 

Family Eucharist 

Sunday 

11.00am 

Children’s crafts 

11.30am Service 

Weekly 

A service for all ages. A family friendly Eucharist with a contemporary 

songs, a Bible story, a short homily and interactive prayers.  

Begins with Refreshments. 

The Church @ The Pines, Hanworth 

Morning Service 
Sunday 

11.00am 
Weekly 

An informal service, welcoming newcomers, lasting about an hour, 

followed by refreshments. 
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Our Church Groups & Outreach 
We have a very large number of church groups and committees which help to keep our large and busy church  

running and also give opportunities for discipleship. Information on their scope and activities is contained within 

our Parish Annual Report and can be seen on our website. 

Our Adult Faith group run an annual Festival of Faith called ‘Octoberfest’, which has a different theme each year 

and invites various different preachers for our Sunday Parish Eucharist and organises various activities to help 

our church members explore and deepen their faith.  

Nurturing Adult Faith 
As part of our remit to making and nurturing disciples we have a well-established cycle of Starter and  

Seasonal courses and House Groups which are intended to help both new and long-standing members of 

the Church to explore their faith. 

Starter Courses 

 

 

 

Seasonal Courses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Groups 

 

Start! Course A six week introduction to the Christian Faith. 

Adult Confirmation A preparation for Confirmation, a refresher or 

standalone course. 

Octoberfest A month of social , study and worship events to  

explore and deepen faith. 

Advent Course Four sessions of meditative prayer, study, reflection 

and group work. 

Lent Course Five sessions of meditative prayer, study, reflection 

and group work. 

Study Visits Twice-yearly trips to London to explore religious 

themes in Art at the National Gallery. 

Faith Book Friendly informal group involving Bible Study (generally 

using the Youth Bible), prayer and social time. 

Pines Men’s Fellowship After some liquid refreshment, the study of a CD or 

DVD, then a meal and discussion of the issues raised 

ending in prayer. 

Pines Women’s Fellowship Uses a range of study material including a York course, 

‘Glimpses of God - Hope for Today’s World’ to  

stimulate discussion. 

Progressive Christians Good-humoured, fun and open-minded discussion of 

our Christian beliefs and doubts. Controversial subjects 

are tackled in a caring way. 
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Civic Role within the Community 
 

We are a church which values our interaction with the local community. Remembrance 

services are held in both St Francis and St Clare and the Parish Church when we are 

joined by the local uniformed organisations and civic dignitaries. We appoint Foundation          

Governors to St Michael’s School. The Rector is the Mayor’s chaplain and the Parish 

Church hosts the Annual Borough Civic Service. 

Bracknell Deanery 
 

Bracknell Deanery covers the area of Bracknell and Ascot and is made up of 8 parishes. The Rector is the Area 

Dean and the Parish Treasurer is also the Deanery Treasurer. We meet monthly as a Clergy Chapter,  

often with a visiting speaker, to share news and information and to pray for one another. In addition to this  a 

Clergy Retreat and a Deanery Gathering take place annually. In the past three years the Deanery Gathering has 

explored the key aspects of the Diocesan Vision. In 2019 we explored “living courageously” with invited speakers 

and workshops on climate change, persecution of British Pakistani Christians, discipleship enabling and personal 

evangelism. The parish appoints 6 representatives to Deanery Synod which meets at Ascot Priory. 

 

Community Outreach 

St Michael’s Parish Centre is available for hire and is 

used by various outside groups throughout the week,  

including uniformed organisations, junior dance classes, 

Slimming World and Alcoholics Anonymous. 

We make regular contributions to the local Foodbank 

where some of our members are also of the staff  

volunteers. Once a week we host Bracknell Winter Night 

Shelter for the homeless and a number of our church 

members volunteer at this.  
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Diocese of Oxford 
 

The Diocese of Oxford serves the mission of the Church in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Oxfordshire.           

The Diocese comprises more than 600 parishes, with over 800 churches, serving a diverse population of 

more than 2 million people located in all types of settings.  

Working alongside the Bishop of Oxford we have three Area Bishops who exercise considerable strate-

gic and pastoral oversight for their areas. The Bishop of Reading is the Rt Revd Olivia Graham who has 

been the Area Bishop since 2019. Canon Stephen Pullin is the designate Archdeacon of Berkshire who 

will take up his post in March 2020. 

Since the appointment in 2017 of the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft as Bishop of Oxford, a common vision has 

emerged for the Diocese of Oxford. The vision is based on the qualities described in The Beatitudes and 

addresses what kind of church we are called to be: 

 

a more Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s world: 

contemplative, compassionate, courageous. 

 

Together we have identified five focus areas: 

• making a bigger difference in the world 

• catechesis and discipleship 

• growing new congregations 

• serving our schools, children and young people 

• celebrating and blessing the city of Milton Keynes 

 

These are not a description of everything that we do and will not all be reflected in the vision for each 

parish church, but these priorities are being supported centrally by resources and training.   

The diocese is inviting benefices and their clergy to share a vision rather than demanding a response. It 

wants all its clergy to be motivated by hope rather than being driven by anxiety, and thereby to flourish 

in their ministry. 

It is hoped that clergy appointed into the Archdeaconry of Berkshire will want to commit to this vision 

and encourage their benefices to share in becoming a more Christ-like church for the sake of God’s 

world. 


