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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE OUR STRENGTHS? 

• Working with asylum seekers and 
refugees (Meeting Point) 

• Inclusion of the disabled and those 
with special needs and learning 
difficulties 

• Relaxed, welcoming atmosphere 

• A dedicated core of able and willing 
Christians 

• Credibility and respect from the 
community for our pre-school work 
 

The faith and commitment of our congregation is demonstrated by the generosity of people in 
giving of their time and their possessions. As a Parish we have a good track record of empowering 
those who desire to step out in faith to get involved at all levels of responsibility within the 
activities of the church. Several members of our congregation have gone on to ordained ministry. 

WHAT ARE OUR CHALLENGES? 

The church has been stable in numbers of members over the last 10 years which enabled us to 
complete a partial re-ordering of our 140-year-old building in 2015; removing the pews from the 
worship area; replacing them with flexible seating and making the worship space more adaptable, 
but space for all activities is limited.  
 
Our reserves are depleted, and we will not meet our parish share this year, making growing the 
church towards a more sustainable congregation a priority.  
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Some of the congregation have more recently retired and others have moved on which means 
that the funds are not there to replace the leaking roof or do the other things that the 
congregation would like in order to open up our building and make it more accessible to all.  
Since we lost funding for a youth worker, our numbers of young people have become low, 
especially when you consider that there is a linked Anglican primary school that shares our name 
and another primary school and secondary school within the parish.  
 

OUR MISSION 
 

We aim to be a community of God’s people growing together in love, faith and 
worship, offering to others the Good News of Jesus Christ through words and 
actions. 

 

To this end we believe that our priorities for the next few years should be the 
spiritual development of existing members of the congregation through 

discipleship training and prayer, bringing in and including new believers in order that we can 
continue to be a parish that releases members of the laity into ministry. We hope to develop our 
work with young families and older people and continue our ministries through Meeting Point and 
Messy Church. 

We have a website and actively use Twitter and Facebook, but we could do more to use 
technology to record services etc and make the church more relevant to our wider community. 
We want to continue to focus on outreach to our community, to promote the Kingdom of God in 
Upper Armley through our actions, words and worship.  

 

OUR NEW MINISTER 

Christ Church would love our new full-time minister to help us lead our church 
by providing support, education, encouragement and nourishment for growth 
and help us develop and refine our vision. Do you have the faith, drive and 
energy to help us write the next chapter in our history of service to the 
community and development of the faithful? 

Our new leader will be one who encourages the congregation to bring new 
ideas that complement those already in place. Our congregation is open to 

change, and our new leader will be able to introduce ideas appropriately within such a diverse 
congregation. We are ready for our minister to be a good communicator and listener who takes 
the time to get to know people, finding out their individual and collective skills and supporting 
them as they put them to use. Our new minister will lead us forward into each mission priority 
within the perspective of the whole vision and within the availability of outreach resources. 
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CHRIST CHURCH 

Christ Church is an extremely diverse and multi-cultural congregation, reflecting our community. 
We have an average attendance of 65-75 adults and 15-20 children on a Sunday morning. We have 
a variety of morning worship services which are informal and inclusive in style. Services are based 
on Common Worship, and words are also displayed on screens at the front of church.  

Worship is led by a music group, with occasional hymns played on the organ. The style of our 
worship is openly evangelical with a gently charismatic feel with robes and vestments worn for 
special services. All morning services are followed by fellowship over tea and coffee in the church 
narthex and there is an opportunity for those in need of prayer to receive this ministry. 

We have a variety of styles of evening services, making space for listening to God, some more in-
depth teaching and others with extended times of worship. A second music group leads worship at 
some evening services, which have an average attendance of 15 adults. 

OUR ACTIVITIES 

We are very aware of the needs of our community and seek to be responsive to meeting those 
needs where possible. Here is a list of many of the activities we are involved in as a congregation 
with a short explanation for some of those activities. 

 Sunday Morning Services at 10.30 am followed by 
fellowship over tea and coffee 

 Children’s groups during the morning service in 
term time for young people in our creche, 
scramblers and explorer groups 
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 Sunday Evening services follow a range of formats 
including contemporary worship and prayer space  

 Tuesday Morning Bible Study in church 

 Tuesday Lunchtime Prayer meeting In church 

 Tuesday Evening House group. 

 Fusion - a fortnightly friendship and bible study 
group for young adults (20s to 40s) 

 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 7.30pm – A group meet 
in church with a craft activity focus and fellowship 

 Wednesday evening house group. 

 Friday Morning Pray and Play during term time for 
pre-school children and their parents/carers 

 Friday evening youth group – a fortnightly group for 
teenagers from church and through our links at 
Messy church  

 Messy Church On the 3rd Saturday of each month 

 Links with Christ Church C of E School – School staff 
who are church members run a bible based after 
school club and clergy are involved in assemblies and 
other school events 

 Uniformed Organisations – Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides and Rangers meet at Christ Church. 

 Social Events and Open Days – connecting us with 
our local community for fun, fellowship and 
outreach. 

 Meeting Point – an independent charity started and 
hosted by Christ Church to provide assistance for 
asylum seekers and refugees from the local 
community and from across Leeds 

 Wednesday Meeting Point session. Includes a 
women’s group 

 Weekly vulnerable men’s support group 
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Parish of UPPER ARMLEY 

 
Upper Armley is a parish of less than 1 square mile in size that is almost half green space or 
undeveloped land; has 2 golf courses, a tennis club, a reservoir and a nature reserve; and is less 
than 3 miles from the bustling and vibrant metropolis that is Leeds City Centre. The parish 
stretches from the outer ring road (A6110) in the south west to the south bank of the river Aire. 

Town Street runs across the middle of the parish with a range of shops towards the city centre 
end. These smaller outlets include “bargain-value” shops, newsagents, post office, takeaways, 
cafes, pubs, bookies, charity shops, pharmacy and hairdressers. The health centre is just inside our 
parish boundary while the One-stop shop & library are at the other end of Town Street. Just 
outside the parish boundary are public and commercial leisure facilities including swimming pools, 
cinemas and 10 pin bowling as well as all the regular fast food outlets, most of whom also deliver. 

You can walk or cycle along the canal towpath or take the 10 minute trip by frequent bus services, 
train (from Bramley station), or car to the 3rd largest retail centre in the UK centre where you can 
find the largest indoor market in Europe, with Victoria Quarter, Trinity and other arcades. The 
Royal Armouries, Opera North, Northern Ballet, Leeds Grand Theatre, City Varieties theatre, and 
the First Direct arena are among the many attractions there.  

The White Rose Centre, Birstall and Crown point retail parks and Owlcotes centre are all within a 
short drive and offer anything and everything you could want to buy. The city has well supported 
Football, Cricket and Rugby League teams with cycling also popular. The Yorkshire dales (home to 
Emmerdale and Last of the Summer Wine) are only an hour away, but you can just as easily enjoy 
peaceful walks locally in Gotts park or in the grounds of Kirkstall Abbey.  

The church has good links to Christ Church Upper Armley C of E Primary school (with its famous 
alumni of Alan Bennett and Barbara Taylor Bradford) and some of our church young people go to 
the Abbey Grange C of E Secondary to the North of the city by bus. Another Primary School 
(Whingate Primary) and a Secondary School (Dixons Unity Academy) are also in the Parish. 

Upper Armley has a very diverse population. Housing is some of the cheapest in Leeds, so a lot of 
residents start off in the area and settle or move on when their circumstances change. Council 
house estates are balanced against newer, more up market developments. There are back to back 
terraced houses and tower blocks with around 30% of the properties occupied by a transient 
rental community, making outreach a recurring need for our church.
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Christ Church on Armley Ridge Road is over 140 years old with a bell tower of 8 bells. On entering 
through the lobby you come to the Narthex which is a large open space with a lounge, storage 
spaces, a meeting room, kitchen and toilets off to the edges and a large six panel glazed folding 
door that separates it from the worship area. This has a baptistry to one side and a central dais 
with an organ and choir stalls behind leading to a high altar and with vestries either side. The 
grassed area around the church is surrounded by a low wall with trees around the inside.  

 

The vicarage is located about ten minutes’ walk from Christ 
Church on a relatively quiet street toward the west of Upper 
Armley. It is a large four-bedroom house with a large back garden 
and small front lawn overlooking a school sports field. The house 
also has a ground floor study.  
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