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Dear Colleague 
 
Thank you for your interest in this post. If, after you have read the information available here, you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or my PA, Louise Mills (louise.mills@archdeacashford.org). 
 
Lympne and Saltwood have been a single benefice since 2012 and have made great strides in working together 
more closely in ministry. They share a ministry team and some officers and the ideal candidate will assist them in 
bringing a clearer, united vision for ministry across the benefice as they seek to build on traditional models to 
minister in today’s context. This is something that chimes with our diocesan strategy, Changed Lives > Changing 
Lives which you can read about here. 
 
With a number of developments proposed for the area, notably the Otterpool Park Garden Town, there is 
understandable concern locally about the pace and scale of change. This will need skilful ministry by the ideal 
candidate while being open to influencing, or even being part of, the ministry to these new areas. There are also 
opportunities for further collaboration in local ministry: the neighbouring parish of Hythe was originally a 
daughter church of Saltwood. As with many relationships, theirs hasn’t always been the closest! However, the 
Priest-in-Charge and PCC of Hythe are eager to explore possibilities as there are many links between the two 
communities. The Priest-in-Charge, the Revd Andrew Sweeney, would welcome an opportunity to discuss this 
further with any candidates who’d like to know more. He can be contacted at vicarofhythe@gmail.com or on 
01303 266217. 
 
This would be an ideal post for a priest with a pastoral heart and an openness to the new; someone who can 
discern ways forward and persuade others of the path – or be persuaded; someone with strength of character 
who can work with other strong and capable people; someone who is willing to serve God in the traditional and 
the ‘yet to be discovered’. 
 
I pray that God will give his Spirit of discernment to all who explore becoming Rector of Lympne and Saltwood. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
The Ven D N Miller 
Archdeacon of Ashford 
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