
The Market Rasen Benefice Group 
of Parishes 

Looking to provide a faithful, welcoming and caring 
Christian presence in our community. 

The Church of St  Thomas, Market Rasen 
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The Church of St  John the Baptist,  L issington 



 

Thank you for taking time to look at this particular post within the Diocese of Lincoln, As one of the 
largest diocese in the country stretching from the Humber estuary in the North to the Wash in the 
South we are home to a population of just over 1,000,000 people living a variety of different settings 
from the urban centres of Grimsby and Cleethorpes and Scunthorpe, the City of Lincoln, the market 
towns, the coastal strip, the new housing developments and the many, many small villages which 
mark our landscape. All are equally important to us, and all we are seeking to serve in making known 
the good news of Jesus that has been entrusted to us. 

In preparation for our recent ‘Peer Review’ we put together our diocesan mission and vision 
statements and summarised our intention as follows ‘Our aim then is to grow the Church, in both 
numbers and depth, through attention to what we see as our core tasks of faithful worship, confident 
discipleship and joyful service with the vision of being a healthy, vibrant, sustainable church which 
leads to transformed lives and communities across greater Lincolnshire making a difference in God’s 
world. To that end as a diocese we shall support, encourage and enable local parishes, benefices and 
mission communities to fulfil, within this framework, their own unique calling to serve in mission the 
community or communities in which they are set’.  

In short we don’t believe in a big top down diocesan master plan. We do believe in supporting and 
encouraging our parishes to develop their own plans which we will then seek to support and 
encourage using central diocesan resources as we are able. 

To that end we have begun an ambitious programme to try and increase the number of good quality, 
creative stipendiary clergy in the diocese by almost 50%, and have established a regular pattern of 
episcopal visitations and MDR to show our support and commitment to those working in parish 
ministry. We have established the principle that we are a ‘learning diocese’ and are actively creating 
and investing in ‘learning communities’ according to the different ‘character areas’ we operate in so 
that we can learn from and support each other. We are committed to the principle of mission action 
planning and have a small team who can assist parishes with that, and have released some of our 
historic resources to enable parishes to apply for funding to help them in making those plans a reality, 
in addition to also using some of those resources to invest in good quality CMD and clergy well-being. 

We are not unaware of the challenges we face. The deanery of West Wold, of which these particular 
benefices are part, on an average Sunday connects with 2.7% of its total population, but we are 
committed to ‘having a go’, to sharing what we know to be the good news of Jesus to the different 
communities we are here to serve, and if that resonates with you, then please read on with all that 
follows ……… 

WELCOME BY THE BISHOP OF GRIMSBY, 
The Rt. Revd Dr David Court 



Market Rasen is a small historic market town in rural north Lincolnshire. Its predominantly red brick 
Victorian/Edwardian buildings reflect its heyday and still lend a great deal of character to the town. Its 
population has increased in recent years to about 4,500 and, with house building continuing, is certain 
to grow further. Its agricultural origins, though today not so evident, are still noticeable and agriculture 
still provides employment in the district, augmented now by light industry. 

Market Rasen is the service centre for the district and its active rail and road links make it a good 
commuter town. It has a wide variety of independent shops, including butchers, bakers and hardware 
stores and a wide variety of local produce, together with Lincoln Cooperative and Tesco supermarkets 
and two fuel stations. 

The Market Place is adjacent to the church and dates back to medieval times, market day as then, is 
still Tuesday with further small markets on Friday and Saturday. The town has a library, Post Office, 
doctor’s surgery and three dental practices, as well as fire, police and ambulance stations. There are 
three Hotels as well as B+B accommodation, along with thriving pubs, restaurants, tea rooms and take-
aways of all varieties. 

Market Rasen has good schools and preschool and childcare facilities. Market Rasen Primary School 
is an outstanding Church of England school with very strong connections with the church. http://
www.marketrasen.lincs.sch.uk/ 

De Aston School is a very successful comprehensive school where achievement was described as 
outstanding by Ofsted (2013). The school takes its name from Thomas De Aston, a Canon of Lincoln 
Cathedral in the 14th century.  http://www.de-aston.lincs.sch.uk/ 

The town has many recreational and sporting facilities for all ages. It has its Rugby Club, Golf Club, 
Cricket and Football Clubs all offering sporting opportunities for adults and young people, as do local 
Karate, Judo Tennis and cycle Clubs. Market Rasen also has a nationally renowned Jockey Club 
Racecourse which attracts many people to the town all the year round. The racecourse also has a 
caravan park and a nine hole pay-as-you-go golf course.  

For the youth of the town Army Cadets, the RAF Air Cadets, Scouting and Girl Guiding offer plenty of 
opportunities. There is currently a £6.3m ‘Dry’ Leisure Centre under construction, scheduled to open 
in 2020. 

The town benefits hugely from the natural assets its situation brings, nestling as it does at the foot of 
the Lincolnshire Wolds, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, renowned for walking and cycling – 
see https://www.lincswolds.org.uk/discovering/welcome-to-the-lincolnshire-wolds 

The Parish Setting – Market Rasen 

http://www.de-aston.lincs.sch.uk/
https://www.lincswolds.org.uk/discovering/welcome-to-the-lincolnshire-wolds


Market Rasen has good road links being at the crossroads of the A46 and A631. The cathedral city 
and county town of Lincoln is approx 15 miles southwest and Grimsby is a similar distance northeast. 
Hull, via the Humber Bridge, is about an hour away, linking with ferries to northern Europe. The 
M180 which connects to the motorway network north and west, is just 30 minutes’ drive. The A46 to 
Newark (40 minutes) links to the A1 and routes south while the resort of Cleethorpes is about a 30 
minutes’ drive with the resorts of Mablethorpe and Skegness about an hour away.  

Market Rasen railway station is on the Grimsby/Lincoln/ Newark line with an improved service from 
November 2019, Lincoln has five trains daily to and from London (a little over 2 hours) on weekdays. 
Newark is on the East Coast Main Line with trains south to London or north to Leeds or Edinburgh. 
This line can also be accessed from Market Rasen at Doncaster via Barnetby on the Grimsby line 
where direct access to Manchester Airport is available with Trans Pennine Express.  

Robin Hood (Doncaster) airport is approx 35 miles away while from Humberside airport, just 15 miles 
away, an everyday shuttle to Schiphol airport, Amsterdam, gives access to worldwide links. 

To view an interactive version of this map please press Ctrl and right click on the map 

THE DISTRICT. 

The Parish of Legsby is about 4 miles from Market Rasen as is Lissington, whilst Linwood is about 2 
miles. They are each small rural, predominantly agricultural communities. 

Further information about our District and County can be found at http://www.west-lindsey.gov.uk 
and www.lincolnshire.gov.uk 

Travel and Commuting 

http://www.west-lindsey.gov.uk/
http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/
https://arcg.is/1T51jC0


ST THOMAS’ CHURCH MARKET RASEN 

Currently there are 103 on the Electoral Roll 
which indicates the maintaining of our recent 
increase over the 2015 roll of 83 and 
demonstrates active Church growth. 

St Thomas’ Church is a “middle of the road” 
Anglican Church. The priest wears vestments 
to celebrate and is assisted by robed servers 
and chalice administrators. 

Lay involvement in services is encouraged, 
particularly in leading intercessions, reading 
and administering the chalice. 

Morning Prayer is said in the Church on weekdays and attracts 3 to 6 people at 9.00am. Sunday 8am 
Holy Communion is held on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month (BCP). Typical attendance is 6 -10. 
 Sunday worship currently is 10am Holy Communion (Common Worship). Typical Sunday attendance 
averaged 63 in 2018 and 61 up to September 2019. There is also a Children’s Church that meet in the 
Church Rooms and join the congregation during the service. 
 Every Thursday at 9.30am, there is a Holy Communion (BCP) service which attracts between 12-16 
worshippers and is followed by coffee and cake. 

Since 2016 we have held occasional alternative Sunday evening services in the Lady Chapel on a fifth 
Sunday, such as Taizé, Celtic, Festal Evensong. This is currently only practical outside the winter 
months but can be increased when the Reordering Works have been completed. 

 Music has traditionally played an important part in the worship at 
St Thomas’ and music still accompanies the 10.00am Sunday 
service, Deanery services and other special occasions. 
The choir has reduced in numbers in recent years, attendance now 
being between six and eight with the organist. There are regular 
weekly choir rehearsals and the choir is affiliated to the Royal 
School of Church Music (RSCM). The music is a mixture of new and 
more modern hymns alongside the more traditional. 

There have been three Weddings held in the Parish in 2019 and 
four are booked for 2020. The Parish holds an annual Wedding Preparation day led by the Rector to 
support the couples who are getting married. 

Our Churches 

The Deanery Choir at St Thomas' 



2018 saw nine baptisms with a further nine so far to September 2019. In 2018, sixteen funerals were 
taken at St Thomas’ Church and a further seventeen at Lincoln Crematorium. In the year to 
September 2019 there have been twenty in Church and at the Crematorium. 

 Our Church has particularly strong links with the Market Rasen Church of England Primary School. 
The Church supports the school on a strategic level though involvement in the Governing Body and 
also through curricular support including the leading of weekly school assemblies. The pupils come to 
the Church for their own special services for Mothering Sunday, Harvest, Easter and Christmas and 
for a Year 6 leavers’ service. Pupils of the school also participate in a Children’s Society Christingle 
service held each year on Advent Sunday in Church attracting some 270 people. Our Church has 
fewer direct links with the secondary comprehensive De Aston School but the churches of the town 
collaborate in organising a Christmas event for Year 7 pupils at De Aston. 

 The Parish holds a number of nurture courses during the year including Advent Course, Lent Course, 
Pilgrim Courses. These are held either in Church Rooms or within house groups. 

 Family services for Christmas and Easter have been introduced. This initiative has had a very positive 
impact on the number of people and has been an opportunity to invite Messy Church and Mini 
Messy families to take part. 

 To support the growth in families and to develop relationships, a group called, for 30-50, year olds 
has been introduced. The intention of this group is to meet monthly to share in friendship and 
fellowship. The activities have included a Faith supper, an Italian evening, and ten pin bowling. 
As a result of this group, people with whom we have connected have remained as part of our 
worshiping community. 

 As a Parish we also offer “Messy Church” once a month which attracts a consistent group of people 
together with “Mini Messy” weekly during term times. Both are supported by loyal group of 
volunteers who develop the craft activities around a theme, prepare the food and lead worship. 

 As a Church, we minister to two care homes, providing a Home 
Communion Service in each one (Communion by extension). We 
administer some 30+ Communions each month – some of the residents 
being former members of the St Thomas congregation. 

The church currently has a third year Curate Rev Claire Walker. 

 The Parish has an active Authorised Lay Minister – Mrs Grace Tompkins 
licensed in November 2015. 

 The Church has recently upgraded the internal lighting utilising a LED 
system at a cost of some £7,000.  

South Entrance 



Following a process of consultation and evaluation, we recently started in our 
project for the reordering of the interior of the church. 

This will enable us to a) improve mobility access to all areas, b) upgrade the 
heating system to create a more efficient and comfortable environment c) 
open up the space within the nave to enable increased use for the celebration 
of worship within the body of the church as well as opportunities wider 
communal use and d) creating a more welcoming entrance. 

Architects have been appointed, preliminary design options considered and 
our first discussions with the DAC are fixed for early November 2019.  

The Church has one Church Warden and three Deputy Church Wardens. Our 
Safety Officer acts on behalf of the whole benefice. 

As a Parish we have a long tradition of raising money to support the work of The Children’s Society. 

The Church has an active PCC made up of 12 members elected on a three-year cycle. They continue 
to work with the congregation, and the Diocesan Discipleship team on how as a Church we can grow 
both spiritually and numerically through faithful Worship, confident Discipleship and joyful Service. 
This Vision is being developed into a strategic plan underpinned by prayer. Meetings are held six 
times per year with extraordinary meetings being added as required. All PCC members are DBS 
checked with ongoing training reviews provided in conjunction with the Diocese. 

There is a yearly deanery confirmation held. This year we had one adult confirmation. 

The Church holds a number of social occasions which reach out into our community and act as 
social event. This includes a summer garden party at the rectory, quiz nights, music evenings etc. A 
weekly pew sheet informs people of events that are happening across the parish. The parish is also 
involved in various pastoral work including visiting homes and hospitals. 

Mini Messy Church, launched in 2015 targets the 0-3 year olds together with parents and 
grandparents. Meeting weekly during term time it is supported by a regular team of volunteers. The 
initiative using the philosophy of Messy Church and has been a 
huge success, regularly attracting large numbers. The initiative 
has also supported families seeking baptism, and recently we 
have seen families from Mini Messy Church step into Sunday 
Church through attending baptisms, Crib services and the Family 
Easter Service. This initiative has seen interest from the Diocese 
of London Children’s Team and Messy Church Organisation due 
to the impact of the work and is recognized as being outstanding 
practice. 

    Interior on Peace Day  

Mini Messy Church gathering  



THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, A RANGE OF SPECIAL SERVICES ARE HELD. 
THESE INCLUDE 

• SERVICE OF LIGHT
• A QUIET CHRISTMAS SERVICE FOR THOSE WHO FIND CHRISTMAS DIFFICULT
• CRIB SERVICE
• FAMILY EASTER SERVICE
• CAROL SERVICE
• CIVIC SERVICE (ORGANIZED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MAYOR)
• MIDNIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
• REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
• CHRISTIAN AID UNITED SUNDAY SERVICE WITH OUR ECUMENICAL PARTNERS
• CHRISTINGLE SERVICE (IN AID OF THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY)

The Church has a 2 manual tracker action pipe organ built by Thomas Pendlebury in the early 
twentieth century. It was installed at St Thomas’s in 1995. It is in good order but needs a few 
additions to realise the full potential of its range. It is used at all services where music is required as 
well as musical events. We also have an electric piano to support worship as required. 

The Church building has architectural features that date back to the twelfth century but what can be 
seen from the outside, apart from the fifteenth century tower, is the result of a “restoration” in 
1862. The building is generally sound having benefitted in 2007-8 from a £330,000 repair project to 
secure the Tower and renew the roofs. 

The Church has its own Church Room constructed in 1984 conveniently situated very close to the 
Church entrance. Approximately 50 people can be comfortably accommodated at tables in the 
Room. In 2015 the Rooms were refurbished with a new kitchen, heating, toilet, baby changing and 
disabled facilities. It is regularly used for morning coffee after the 10am Sunday service and 
volunteers serve teas, coffee etc in the Room on Tuesday mornings (market day). It is also available 
for hire by (or sometimes lent to) non-profit making community groups. The running costs of the 
Room are covered by its rental income 

 There is an active minister’s fraternal group which brings together the ministers of all the churches 
in the town – Methodist, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army, New Life and neighbouring parishes. On 
Good Friday there is a very well attended United Service in the Market Square as well as a Christmas 
Nativity play held in the Market Place every four years. 

Information regarding our church is circulated to our congregation and the wider community 
through “The Parish News” our parish magazine which is published ten times a year. The magazine is 
distributed free from the church and local retailers from the last Sunday of the month and has a 
circulation of some 200.Parish and Group information is also circulated through the church website. 
The magazine is also available online through the website.  



The Church Website address is www.stthomasmarketrasen.org.uk. This has recently been reviewed 
and now incorporates a Facebook page which enables improved communication with our 
community. As a parish we are looking at other forms of social media and how they can be used to 
support mission. 

 A dedicated and enthusiastic group of flower arrangers, working on a rota basis, provides flower 
decorations in the Lady Chapel, the Memorial Window and at the Altar during the year as 
appropriate. On Festivals and other special occasions, such as the Market Rasen Gardeners’ 
Weekend in June, the Church is decorated overall, sometimes to a theme. 

 The church has a peal of eight bells dating from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In 1998 
the bells benefitted from the national ‘Ringing in the Millennium’ Project funding which together 
with local fund raising provided the resources to refurbish the bells and create a new bell chamber. 
This enabled the bells to be rung full circle for the first time since 1947. The enthusiastic band of bell 
ringers is a member of the Northern Branch of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild of Church Ringers and is 
drawn from our own congregation with loyal support from others. The bells are rung before the 
10am service on Sunday and on other occasions when requested and it can be arranged.  
New ringers frequently appear for training which takes place in the 30 min before main practice. 
These have variously been doing Duke of Edinburgh Award or from the local school’s boarding 
house. Recent trainees have also included locals who have proved to be very loyal and we have 
made use of a diocesan ringing simulator which formed the centrepiece of our 2019 open day of  
church activities organised by our Curate.

ST CORNELIUS CHURCH, LINWOOD 

Linwood is a small village situated about 2 miles south of Market Rasen on the B1202 road.  The 
Church of St Cornelius, one of only two with this dedication in this country, is located at the head of 
a lane close to The Old Rectory and The Old School House.  This lane previously continued to a 
moated manor house now demolished presumably the centre of the original village.  The centre of 
current village is now some distance north, closer to Market Rasen. 

The Church is a Grade 1 Listed building of a limestone and sandstone mix and slate roof tiles with 
some sections of a more temporary nature as replacements following lead thefts some years ago.  
There is a Grade 2 listed cross base in the church yard together with a war grave from WW1.  The 
Church is cleaned and decorated and the grounds maintained by volunteers from the village. 

Much of the Church dates to the 14th Century with some 19th 
century rebuilding.  The tower dates to the 15th century and 
spire is thought to be of a similar date. 

There are two important memorial brasses in the Church one 
commemorating wool traders John Lyndewode (d 1419) and his 
wife and the other his son John. (d 1421).  Another son, William, 
not commemorated in St Cornelius although born in Linwood had 
a very distinguished ecclesiastical career and became the keeper 
of the Privy Seal (1432-43).         

http://www.stthomasmarketrasen.org.uk/


He died the Bishop of St David’s in Pembrokeshire in 1447.  John Lyndewode senior was a very 
significant benefactor to this Church and to other churches and monasteries. 

There are some significant remnants of medieval stained glass in the south aisle and there is a 
functioning early 20th Century organ in need of some restoration. The Church also owns an 
important Elizabethan Communion Cup and Cover/Paten with a recorded makers mark which was 
hallmarked in London in 1591.  This, together with a mid-Victorian ewer is on loan to the Treasury in 
Lincoln Cathedral.  

 SERVICES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Apart from collections from its Services, the occasional christening, a very occasional wedding and a 
small rental income from a field it owns, the Church relies on a Summer event hosted annually by a 
member of the PCC to raise funds to cover insurance and Parish Share.   This very necessary event is 
strongly supported by local people and the support of the Rector is essential. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the church the second Sunday of each month with a small but 
dedicated regular congregation.   
In addition, there is a Harvest Festival and Christmas Carol Service each year with the suggestion that 
some form of Easter celebration could be included in future years.  Both of the current Services are 
strongly supported locally and are considerably enhanced by the presence of the Lincoln Diocesan 
Ladies Choir.  The Rector plays an important part in securing the services of the Choir and hopefully 
will work with the PCC to include something for Easter. 

In addition, the Church participates in the Open Churches Festival each year which is well attended 
and has received some very complementary comments about the Church itself and the hospitality.  
On the fifth Sunday in June this year a Pimms and Hymns service was introduced which was enjoyed 
by a good congregation and will continue every time there is a fifth Sunday in the month.  Also, in 
the last year there was a Community Open Day where the local community’s views on the Church 
and its future were collected.  Opinions expressed were very positive.       
All the events were very successful not the least because of the invaluable contribution of our ladies 
with their time and delicious cakes. 

CHURCH RESTORATION PROJECT 

The most recent quinquennial inspection of the Church (April 2018) highlighted a number of areas 
where critical attention was needed to the fabric of the Church.  The most significant areas included 
replacement of some slate roofing, replacement of asbestos and other more recent temporary 
roofing put in place following the lead thefts, inspection and replacement of decayed timber and the 
inspection and rectification of defective stonework.  Other items including a new boiler, restoration 
of stained glass and window protection are also part of the plan as are the possible provision of toilet 
and servery facilities. 
To make any of this extensive list of work feasible it is essential that grant funding is secured.  A 
Working Group from the PCC comprised of the Church Wardens, a grant funding advisor and the 
Rector is steering the project and architects, Smith and Roper, have been appointed to take the lead.  
The new Rector’s support and commitment to this work is critically important. 



IN SUMMARY 

Linwood is a small but dedicated community and has the historically important Church of St 
Cornelius.  Ideally the Parish needs the enthusiastic support of a new Rector who will commit to: 

• Continue with the monthly celebration of holy communion.
• Ensure the harvest and Christmas special services continue.
• Look at the possible inclusion of a similar Easter service.
• Actively support the established annual fund-raising event.
• Embracing the project for the restoration of the church.
• Be an active member of the working group seeking essential grant funding.

ST THOMAS' CHURCH, LEGSBY 

St. Thomas’ is a small, welcoming, stone Church, built after the 
Norman invasion, on the highest ground in the Parish, at the 
confluence of several ancient trackways. 

A Viking warrior named Leggrs built a homestead, a “Bi” here, & 
settled on the land. The village was recorded as Legesbi in the 
Domesday Book & became Legsby.    The Manor of Legsby was 
given to the Priory of Sixhills by Robert Twenge in the late 
1100’s.  It is recorded that the Priory drew income from rents at many surrounding villages 
& Rectories, including East Rasen (now Market Rasen), Tealby & Legsby. 

The Church retains the original stone font which has the Norman double banding 
ropework decoration carved around the top, many babies must have been Christened 
here!  

The Northern section of the floor has just been renewed with only a small area of re-
plastering outstanding at the time of writing. 

The Victorians made some alterations to the interior of the Church & renewed the top of 
the bell tower. There is a suggestion that the Church had a thatched roof until that time.  

There had been an old safe in the vestry which was said to be empty, but for which no-one 
had a key. Last year we “cracked” the safe & found treasure.  A beautiful silver Chalice by 
John Morley dating to the 16th. Century. This is now on display in Lincoln Cathedral’s 
Treasury. 

The East window of the Church is dedicated to the Rev. Field Flowers who was the vicar for 
many years. He was very concerned for his parishioners & wrote to the estate manager 
highlighting the poor conditions of some cottages. In 1843 he also wrote to those in 
authority saying “is it not time that the Parish of North Willingham (who were responsible 
for the upkeep of local roads) were made sensible that the road into Legsby requires 
making?  Why should Legsby alone be without a road into it!”   This suggests the lanes 
were just rough tracks. 

Legsby is a small community of just under 100 souls, the Parish is bounded by the Parishes 
of Market Rasen, North Willingham, Six Hills, Hainton, N. & S, Torrington & Linwood. 



Legsby Church takes part in the Churches Festival every year.  We notice that many people arrive 
around lunchtime, the Church is famous for the locally sourced hot beef rolls! 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, LISSINGTON 

Lissington is a small village, 4 miles south of Market Rasen, beyond Linwood, on the road to Wragby. 

At the 2011 census, Lissington’s population was 154.  The civil parish covers about 50 dwellings, 
including outlying farms, and a few houses in and near Bleasby Moor (most of Bleasby is in Legsby 
civil parish).  Lissington village has no shops/post office but 
does have 3 active family-owned farms. 

Lissington is unique amongst the villages in the Market 
Rasen parish group in that it has a public house, The White 
Hart.  For many years the publican has arranged a brief 
service to mark Harvest Festival, led by the rector, 
followed by an auction of local produce, presided over by 
auctioneer Mike Perkins from Market Rasen.  To date, half 
the proceeds of the auction have always been presented 
to Lissington Church and half to a nominated charity. 

The usual pattern of church services is Holy Communion at 
8am on the 2nd Sunday of the month led by the rector, and Evensong at 6.30pm on the 4th Sunday 
of the month, led by lay reader Roy Sutton from Caistor.  We also hold a Harvest Festival and a Carol 
Service, where refreshments are often served.  

St John The Baptist is a small simple church standing back from the road, surrounded by a 
churchyard where burials still take place.  Internal decoration is good.  Infrastructure issues are: nave 
lighting, tree removal, roof and gutter maintenance - all are due for completion in 2019/early 2020; 
and a creaking old oil-fired central heating boiler currently located in a chronically flooded basement 
boiler room.  Heating is critical to continued use of the church in cold weather, so boiler replacement 
will become a significant and urgent project. We have a small PCC and no church warden.   

WE WOULD LIKE THE NEW RECTOR TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING ATTRIBUTES, VALUES, 
EXPERIENCE, AND SKILLS: 

• Build a community spirit.
• To have had a previous career outside the church.
• Have a sense of humour.
• Understand C of E “faculty” planning etc. structures and procedures.
• Be an efficient organiser & “completer/finisher” project manager.



Over recent years the Rector has held the post of Rural Dean to the West Wold Deanery as well as 
Padre to the local British Legion, Chaplin to the Town Council and on-call Chaplain to both Louth 
and Lincoln Hospitals for Lincolnshire NHS. There has recently been an appointment made for the 
Rural Dean post but the parishes would very much hope that the chaplaincies to the British Legion 
and Town Council can be continued.

The Incumbent is by virtue of Office a Trustee of two local charities. The Sir George Paul 
Almshouses and the Eleemosynary Charities. 

The Sir George Paul Almshouses provide four almshouses for poor persons of good character who 
at time of appointment are resident in the urban district of Market Rasen and the civil parishes of 
Faldingworth, Legsby, Snarford, Snelland and Welton. The income shall be applied for the benefit of 
the alms people.   

Presently one of the houses is vacant and application is being made to the local council to replace 
the front windows of all the properties.  The Almshouses are next to the Rectory and managed by a 
local agent. The Rector is the Chair of Trustees and the previous incumbent has agreed to remain in 
post until a new appointment is made 

The Eleemosynary Charities is a grant allocating charity based in the Market Rasen area and has an 
income and expenditure of around £10,000.00 per annum.  

Its Objectives are: 
To relieve either generally or individually person’s resident in the town of Market Rasen who are in 
conditions of need, hardship or distress. 

Grants may be given for general and charitable purposes, education or training and amateur sports 
to children and young people, elderly or old people and charities or voluntary bodies. 

The new Rector of our benefice will need to be:    
Innovative, a team builder, experienced, technologically aware and a good communicator. 
In order to: 

• Lead dignified Christian worship that is welcoming to all and relevant to those god
has placed among us.

• Continue the ongoing spiritual growth in size and maturity of our church
congregation and its role in the wider community.

• Develop and encourage lay and ordained ministry.
• Maintain and strengthen existing links with schools and civic society.
• Maintain and improve existing links with other churches in the community.
• In conjunction with the mission team develop technology to make regular worship

available to the housebound and those in our care homes broadcast via the internet.

The Rector of Market Rasen 



The Rectory 

The current Rectory is located 
on Caistor Road within walking 
distance of St Thomas’ and the 
town centre. The property was 
built by the Diocese in 2016 and 
has four bedrooms, one with an 
en-suite, a study, kitchen, 
utility, double garage and a 
garden laid mainly to lawn. 
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