
Since the creation in 2012 of the Benefice of St Paul's Norden with St James' Ashworth and 

St Michael's Bamford, the three parishes have forged a good working relationship. We share a 

relatively affluent locality on the edge of the Greater Manchester conurbation in a partially rural 

setting. Although we have differing strengths and traditions (reflected in the production of separate 

Parish Profiles), the parishes complement each other in providing a rich variety of services on 

different days and times, as well as holding some services together. The dedicated joint ministry 

team lead services in all three churches, whilst the pastoral and mission group also work across the 

benefice, visiting the sick and providing home communion. A joint monthly magazine is produced 

which is highly regarded and which also features contributions from Norden Methodist Church and 

Bamford Chapel and Norden United Reformed Church. 

The church buildings within the benefice are all maintained to a high standard and benefit from 

recent improvements and restoration work. The three churches are all thriving and play an active 

part in community life. There are, for example, close connections with several other local schools as 

well as with St. Michael's Bamford Church of England Primary School. 

We hope that the new incumbent will consolidate and build on the progress made during Revd 

Stephen Nolan's ministry, leading us in a collaborative way and helping us to grow in every sense of 

the word. We pray for someone who will be a visible presence, engaging in our communities and 

effectively communicating the Good News to those who we serve in North West Rochdale. 

We are looking for someone who is: 

• Comfortable with meeting people and a good communicator in all media

• A good organiser, with energy, ideas and vision to take the three parishes forward

• Interested in preaching the Word and helping us to grow spiritually

• Sympathetic to the needs of all parts of our varied congregations, acknowledging our

traditions whilst introducing new styles of worship to broaden our appeal

• Willing to continue the tradition of using the Book of Common Prayer

• Willing and able to delegate effectively and thus make best use of the skills available in the

congregation, allowing others to become truly part of the benefice team, developing and

supporting their ministry

• Willing and able to work collaboratively with the PCCs, all volunteers and all church groups

• Willing and able to fully engage with other denominations locally

• Interested in encouraging younger families to participate more in church life

• Interested in further developing our links with the youth of the benefice and our local

primary schools

• Able to inspire the congregation to become more fully involved in mission

• Keen to lead the further development of the pastoral care of the benefice

• Willing and able to take an active and visible part in village life and to encourage local

people in Christian witness

• Willing and able to support and encourage Inclusive Church

• Keen to support and encourage our efforts to become an Eco-church
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