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PART-TIME CHAPLAIN OF THE CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, BUCHAREST  

 

Statement from the Diocesan Bishop 

 

The Diocese in Europe is the 42nd Diocese of the Church of England. We are by far the biggest in 

terms of land area, as we range across over 40 countries in a territory approximately matching that 

covered by the Council of Europe. Our diocesan strategy emphasises our commitment to building 

up congregational life, our part in the re-evangelisation of the continent; our commitment to 

reconciliation at every level; and our particular role in serving the poor, the marginalised and the 

migrant. In the wake of the Brexit vote, Anglican commitment to sister churches in continental 

Europe appears even more important, and the Diocese in Europe currently attracts an 

unprecedented level of interest within the Church of England.  

 

The nation of Romania is one of the group of former Soviet block countries seeking to navigate a 

post-communist future, with the inevitable hopes and disappointments this entails. Romania’s 

accession to the EU in 2007 was a key step in its recent development. Despite significant economic 

progress there remains a good deal of poverty, and many British charities and aid agencies are 

active within the country. The British Ambassador is keen to co-ordinate their efforts better, and 

for a chaplain with the right kind of networking skills there could be a role here.  

 

Bucharest is by far the biggest city in Romania. The architecture brings together some imposing 

public buildings, brutalist Soviet-era concrete blocks, and some attractive streets of cafes and 

restaurants. It has plenty of green space. The accommodation for the Chaplain is of a good 

standard, and the city is relatively inexpensive by Western standards.   

 

The great majority of the population identify as members of the Romanian Orthodox Church 

(ROC), which has a significant role in embodying national culture and identity. The person 

appointed as Chaplain will also represent the Anglican communion to the Patriarch of the ROC as 

Archbishop’s Apokrisarios, and will need to be interviewed by a representative from Lambeth 

Palace in connection with this part of the role.   

 

The Church of the Resurrection is quite an imposing and distinctively English building with an 

interesting history.  

 

Our diocesan infrastructure is relatively light, and our clergy need appropriate resilience and 

resourcefulness. This is especially true in the East of the Diocese, where our clergy are thinly 

spread. The new (full-time) Archdeacon for the East, Canon Leslie Nathaniel, will be based in 

Stuttgart and will be keen to work with the new Chaplain to develop plans for mission. The Area 

Dean, Dr. Frank Hegedus is based in Budapest in neighbouring Hungary. The Archdeaconry of 

the East holds an annual residential synod, which is a key gathering for mutual fellowship and 

encouragement.      

 

As bishop I am looking to appoint someone with a strong and orthodox faith who can pastor the 

chaplaincy wisely, represent it with confidence ecumenically and reach out with imagination and 

sensitivity to those beyond the margins of the church community. I would love to see this 

chaplaincy grow and fulfil its potential.  

The Bishop in Europe: 

The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes  
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Serving and leading a chaplaincy in the Diocese in Europe is a demanding ministry, and the person 

appointed needs to be able to harness peoples’ gifts and give the community a new sense of 

Christian confidence. For the right person this will be a rewarding post with real opportunity to 

make a difference to people’s lives. There has seldom been a more important time for talented and 

resilient Anglican clergy to be working in continental Europe, where our church routinely punches 

above its weight.  

 

 

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe 

     


