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Welcome 

 

Welcome to our Parish Profile.   

We are excited about discovering who God is calling to 

be our new vicar, working towards God's vision for the 

future of St Nicolas Earley.   

This document sets out who we are, where we think we 

are, and what we feel we need in our new vicar. We 

hope it speaks to you and helps you to identify if we are 

a church you feel called to explore. 

We are praying that God will send someone to lead us 

and challenge us in our love of God, one another, and 

our community.   

We would love to see continuing growth, especially 

among children, teenagers and young adults; deeper 

spiritual maturity, and greater mission in our community 

and beyond. 



Open to God Open to One Another Open to the Community 

Page 2 

 

Vision, Mission, and Values 

Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is open to God, open to 

one another, open to the community. 

Mission 

We are followers of Christ who believe and seek to demonstrate 

that God is with and for all people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Values 

These are the values that we hold at St Nicolas and would always want to 

be known for: 

We are God-centred 

We want the character and values of Jesus Christ to be the bedrock of 

who we are as a church. We have Holy Communion at the heart of our 

worship where everyone is welcome to receive. 

We are open and friendly 

We believe God loves and welcomes everyone – we try to do the same. 

We are a diverse and inclusive church.  We have an open invitation to all 

exploring baptism, preparing for marriage, or organising funerals. 

We are supportive 

We support people in the good times and the bad, be it for a person in 

our congregation, in the local community, or further afield. 

We are seeking justice for all 

Jesus had a particular connection with people who were living in poverty, 

outcast, or marginalised. We aim to follow his example by working 

directly with charities and with communities for a fairer world.  
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Challenges we must face up toStrengths we want to build on

Centrally located Church and Centre, refuge from isolation

We are a family: all ages and backgrounds

An active interest in social and global justice 

Inclusive: all are welcome

Eucharist-centred, but not exclusively 

We are a broad church: worship and theology

Strong lay leadership with many gifts

Growing community outreach via St Nicolas Centre

Financially strong, reflected in parish share

A source of fresh expressions 

Lots of care and support for older members

REinspired outreach to schools

A prayerful church 

Attracting children, youth and young adults 

More intergenerational opportunities in worship 

Not being seen as overtly political or partisan

Building on inclusivity: more than just a welcome

Outreach (e.g. digitally) to those who cannot attend services

Offer more adult discipleship courses eg alpha

Combining contemporary and traditional, esp. with music

Staffing: the Centre, creche, kids, and youth volunteers 

Finding balance between the Church and the Centre

Establishing new financial baseline after build project 

More for teenagers and their families

Increase links with schools and other churches

Develop as a church in mission locally and internationally
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St Nicolas Mission and Centre 
In 2014 we explored how we should spend a generous bequest to    

St Nicolas and in doing so reviewed our mission. The "Open Door" 

project which consulted with the church and wider community 

surfaced some key, and often hidden, challenges for our community: 

• Loneliness, from teenagers to the elderly 

• Parents /adults working long hours away from the home  

• Earley has no central meeting point  

• Increasing ethnic diversity - young parents want to integrate and 

improve their English  

• Boom in pre-primary, primary, and secondary age children and 

expensive childcare  

• Youth relationships crisis   

• Reduced social care for older people 

• Debt and poverty pockets in an area of expensive housing 

Resulting from this project we embarked on an ambitious project to 

refurbish and expand our hall and build a physical link to our church. 

The new facilities added meeting rooms and welcome space to create 

the St Nicolas Centre as "a community hub where people will be 

nurtured bodily and spiritually – finding help and friendship". 

Opened in September 2018, the St Nicolas Centre is a space where  

St Nicolas and our charity partners support people of all ages. Every 

week there is a huge range of activities from parent toddler group to 

youth drop in, counselling services to a memory café.   

The Centre is both symbol and centre point of our desire to make 

good on our vision to be truly open to God, open to one another, 

and open to community. We look forward to working with our new 

vicar to see how we can realise this hope.  
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Who We Are 

We are a lively, caring, prayerful church, with a strong emphasis on 

worship and mission. 

Our worship and mission are enabled by our ministry team, church 

wardens, and PCC, and a host of other team leaders who work with 

a range of volunteers in different areas of church life.   

Ministry Team 

Rev Libby Newman, Associate Priest.  Libby joined St Nicolas fif-

teen years ago; since then has been selected for ordination, trained at 

Cuddesdon, completed her curacy with us, and is now a key member 

of the ministry team. 

Emma Major, Licensed Lay Pioneer Minister.  Emma joined St Nico-

las in 2004, was licensed as an LLM in 2012 and as a pioneer minister 

in 2014.  She is passionate about community outreach. 

Daphne Cook, Licensed Lay Minister.  Daphne joined St Nicolas last 

year after moving into the area and is in the final stages of having her 

license transferred to the Diocese.   

 

 

Emma Daphne 
Eleanor Julia 

Church Wardens and PCC Vice Chair 

We are ably led by our current church wardens and PCC vice chair;  

Robert Bryce, John Louth, and Wendy Neale. 

 

 

 

 

Children's and Young People's Leaders 

Eleanor Gunbie, Children's and Family Worker.  Eleanor has been 

employed part time since 2018 and is reinvigorating our outreach to 

local families through Sunday School, Noah's Ark toddler group, 

messy church, and holiday clubs.  Andy Barlow and Julia Jones lead 

our ministry to young people on Sunday mornings, at youth social 

events and with other local churches. 

John Robert Wendy 

Libby 

Andy 
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Our Church Worship, Formal and Informal 

By its very architecture, the church building itself is open, welcoming and 

filled with natural light, the seating is comfortable. The President is close 

to the congregation so there is always an inbuilt intimacy to our 

worship.  

For all Sunday morning and Wednesday services worship is sacramental 

with the Eucharist at its heart. The congregations attending these 

services represent a wide age range and diversity of churchmanship.     

15-20% of people attending our 10am Sunday service are children under 

16.  

• Sunday 8.00am Said Service usually 16-25 people;  followed by 

fellowship with coffee and croissants. 

• Sunday 10.00am Service  with music accompanying the hymns 

and occasionally parts of the liturgy.  It attracts 60-90 adults; at 

Easter and Christmas attendance rising to 120-140.  Refreshments 

are shared in the Welcome Space. 

 

• Wednesday Communion 11.00am 15-25 people. Followed 

by refreshments in the Welcome Space. 

• Liturgy we use Common Worship-based liturgy booklets, each 

tailored to the appropriate church seasons and festivals. 

Youth Involvement in Services - at festivals at 10.00 am we hold 

more informal services termed, ‘Everyone Together’, where the 

youth leaders and young people take significant roles in the services 

as far as the Peace.  The readings, sermon slot, intercessions (often 

interactive) are all in their hands.   
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Our Church Worship, Formal and Informal (continued) 

• A highlight of all other 10.00am services is the Youth and Sunday School groups sharing with the congregation what they have done in 

their groups, after they’ve received Communion. 

• Preaching is lectionary-based, taking into account the culture in which we live.  We’ve been fortunate to have quality preaching in a 

breadth of styles.  It’s been encouraging during the Vacancy that more congregation members have volunteered to try their hand at 

preaching. 

• During Advent we have a couple of evenings of teaching / worship. At Christmas we hold ‘Carols by Candlelight’ – a variation on Nine 

Lessons and Carols in the week before Christmas; a candle-lit Midnight Mass; and a celebratory Christmas morning service. 

• We organise Lent courses; this year the theme was how we can all contribute to looking after our planet. In Holy Week there is a 

different service each evening, including Taizé, Stations of the Cross, Maundy Thursday liturgy including washing of feet, a Good Friday 

vigil, Easter Eve service, and celebratory Easter Day service with Easter egg hunt.   
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Music 

Music is an integral part of Sunday and Wednesday worship at St 

Nicolas.  The mixed nature of our congregation leads to a wide 

range of musical taste and preference which we try to reflect in our 

worship. We are currently without a musical director and reliant on 

organists visiting from other parishes or members of the 

congregation for Sunday morning music. Hymns/songs for this 

service are chosen by a small group comprised of clergy and 

musicians from the congregation. 

We have an enthusiastic music group made 

up of a small core of adults and a growing 

number of talented young people. It is 

currently being run by a small committee, 

and plays everything – rock music, Taizé, 

Iona, modern worship songs, traditional 

hymns, jazz, etc.   

 

Our singing group is a group of keen, mixed ability members of 

the congregation. Since our musical director/choirmaster retired 

last year, we have kept the group going and changed our focus from 

group performances of anthems, psalms, etc, to supporting 

congregational singing.  A key aspect of this group is the social 

support it provides.  We enjoy singing different types of music and 

try to include a varied repertoire. 
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Children and Families 

At St Nicolas we are passionate about families and children, though we 

have seen numbers decline in recent years.  We employed Eleanor as our 

children's and family worker in 2018 and she has been reinvigorating our 

groups and community links. 

 

 

God Squad is a Sunday morning club for primary age children.  We 

currently have low numbers (numbers are cyclical) so are providing an 

activities table for children in church every week, supervised by one of 

the children’s team. We look forward to numbers increasing so that we 

can run teaching sessions for this age group, using Roots material.  

 

 
 

Crèche 

We have a selection of toys in our welcome area all the time to 

allow parents to feel at home. On a Sunday morning this is expand-

ed into our lounge area as a crèche facility for young families. 

 

Holiday Clubs 

Over the years we have run holiday clubs of different formats. Most 

recently, “Children, Craft, Coffee, and Chat" drop-in sessions as 

outreach to the community.  The drop-in style has made best use 

of our volunteers, has been well attended by almost 30 children, 

and built relationships with local families. 

Noah's Ark is a toddler group 

which meets in the church every 

Monday morning. Eleanor and a 

small team of volunteers open the 

church and welcome about twenty 

parents, grandparents and carers, 

with their toddlers and pre-school 

children in term time, more in the 

school holidays. The group is open 

to all for chat, free play, 

refreshments, and a craft. To end 

the session we share a Bible story, 

pray and sing a mixture of songs 

and rhymes. 
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Young People 

St Nicolas has a core group of around 10 young people aged 

between 10 and 17 who meet on Sunday mornings for Focus: an 

informal time of games, chat, prayer, and looking at the Bible. We 

use the Urban Saints 'Energise' material (recent themes have 

included Old Testament figures and Challenges at School).  

The young people and their leaders rejoin the main congregation 

towards the end of the 10am service to share in Communion and 

feedback to the adults what they have been doing.  

The majority of the group were either baptised by full immersion 

or confirmed in the past 6 months, a really exciting time when the 

whole church family joined the young people in celebrating their 

declaration of faith. 

We also aim to run social 'Focus-up' sessions for the young 

people on a Sunday evening as an opportunity for them to invite 

friends or simply just hang out together. We have in the past also 

taken the group to the Westbrook Centre on the Isle of Wight for 

a residential weekend. 

 



Open to God Open to One Another Open to the Community 

 Page 11 

 

REinspired and St Nicolas Church 

There are excellent links with local primary and secondary 

schools, predominantly through the work of REinspired. REI 

(www.reinspired.org.uk ) is a local ecumenical charity 

representing twenty churches in Earley and East Reading , 

supporting all eleven of the primary and three secondary 

schools in the local area. The aim is to provide ‘inspired RE 

teaching’ within the locally agreed RE syllabus, bringing RE 

education to life in as creative a way as possible, for all the 

children at these schools.  

The REI office is in the St Nicolas Centre and is well supported 

practically and financially by the St Nicolas congregation. 

Historically, the Vicar of St Nicolas has been an REI Trustee 

and hands-on volunteer.  Loddon Primary school regularly 

attend St Nicolas Church for seasonal assemblies at Harvest, 

Christmas and Easter and is the only community school locally 

to do so. 

Relationship and trust between REinspired, Church, and 

Schools has grown considerably over the last 15 years, with 

additional opportunities emerging to serve the school 

community: self-esteem groups, prayer spaces, school requests 

to help connect vulnerable families to foodbanks, and pastoral 

initiatives. The schools represent the single biggest community 

on our door step and loving them with a servant heart as we 

do, not only fits our strategic brief but makes our collective 

heart sing. 

http://www.reinspired.org.uk
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Resting in the Spirit is an occasional (every 3 months) opportunity 

to partake in a quiet meditative space on a Sunday afternoon.  There 

are prayers and Bible readings and a time of stillness, aided by soft 

music to wait for the Spirit to surround us.  

Fresh Expressions 

 

 

 

 

 

People Prayers and Potatoes (PPP), a Messy Church, runs on the 

2nd Sunday of every month in the afternoon.  This is aimed at families 

with pre-school and primary aged children and has been running since 

2012.  So far, we have had 9 messy baptisms and 6 messy confirmations 

– our thanks to Bishop Andrew - which we believe to be a national 

first!  As families grow and move on, numbers have declined recently, 

but Eleanor, our children’s worker, is working hard to bring more 

families in. 

Oakwood Forest Church initially met in the Maiden Erlegh Nature 

Reserve in our parish, but now meets in the church garden.  These 

services are open to all, to walk and pray, meeting God in the natural 

world. 

Sunday at 6 is a monthly service. Inspired by visits to New Wine, it is 

an informal, Spirit-led service which welcomes all who want to meet 

together with God, to enjoy and glorify God, build each other up and 

see lives transformed. Our young people are enthusiastic about this 

service which focuses on modern worship songs. Average attendance is 

7-12 participants. 
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Adult Discipleship 
Home Groups are small groups of around 8-12 people who meet 

fortnightly in a home to explore faith, make friends and support each 

other. They are an ideal way of getting involved in the life of St Nicolas 

church. 

We have 7 home groups, with 58 members in total. The groups meet at 

different times during the week. 

We are currently covering the Pilgrim course – a course for the 

Christian journey to the heart of God and to a living, personal 

relationship with Jesus. 

 

Going Deeper began as a result of a course in Doctrine which was run 

in our church by the Diocese, and which several of our congregation 

attended. Meeting monthly to explore doctrinal and theological issues, 

aware that we are only scratching the surface and that we don’t (and 

can’t) have all the answers, it is a safe space to bring difficult questions 

and profound insights can come from anyone within the group. 

St Nicolas Digital Home Group was established in 2018 to meet the 

needs of those in our congregation, especially those in their 30s and 40s, 

who work shifts, long hours, or away from home. This home group has 

become a source of support and discipleship for those who have joined.  
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Pastoral Care 

‘Love one another as I have loved you’ 

When life is more challenging and particularly as we get older, or are 

not part of a home group network the Pastoral Care Team may be 

involved in visiting, taking Home Communion, organising lifts to church, 

and short-term practical help. 

At present there are 7 members of the team. Home Groups are an 

additional source of pastoral care in St Nicolas.  

 

 

Prayer Ministry 

We believe in the power of prayer in our lives, the church, and for our 

community.  We root all our church decisions and actions in prayer.  

We have a Prayer Corner in church which provides a quiet space for 

private prayers, and a board on which prayer requests can be pinned 

and prayed over. Requests for prayer can be made in person, by phone 

or by email, and are prayed for by our prayer chain. At least twice a 

month after the 10am Sunday Service, trained members of the prayer 

ministry team are available to pray with anyone who wishes. 
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Open to the Community 

Welcome Area 

The Welcome Area is a popular hub for people stopping off on the way 

to or from other activities in the St. Nicolas Centre, or just as a general 

meeting place for local residents. 

At present we have six volunteers who welcome folk and serve teas 

and coffees. At other times we operate on a self-service basis. 

Mothers’ Union 

The Mothers’ Union provides Christian care for families. Our mission 

is to put faith into action to support family life.  We have an active St 

Nicolas branch (founded in 1959) with 23 members and welcome men 

and women.  They provide support for our local hospital and gifts of 

Bibles and Christian literature for people being baptised in our church. 

They meet monthly, with interesting speakers and social activities. Each 

year there is an Advent Service, and a Lenten Service followed by an 

AGM. 

Ministry to the Older Members of Our Community  

On Thursdays we have Over 50's:  a group of around 20 people from 

the community who get together once a week to play games, do 

quizzes, and listen to speakers.  Most of these people are living on their 

own and enjoy the company, fellowship, and support.  They are not 

necessarily all church members. 
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Open to the Community (continued) 

SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) developed from an awareness 

of the levels of stress, loneliness and depression in our community, and 

provides a place to talk and craft together on Friday afternoons. 

 

Board Games Café meets one 

morning a week for those who like 

company, a coffee or tea and a game 

of dominoes, Scrabble or any board 

game they would like.  There are 

normally 12 people at this group 

from the community and church. 

 

 

 

Community Garden developed after the completion of the St Nico-

las Centre, bringing members of the church together with those in the 

community who enjoy gardening. 

The PCC of St Nicolas Church, Earley, is a Registered Charity No. 1138037 

 
 

MEMORY CAFÉ 
For anyone living 

with dementia or 

memory issues 

and their carers 
 

 

First Monday of Every Month  

2.15 - 4 pm 

at St Nicolas Church  Centre 
Sutcliffe Avenue Earley RG6 7JN   Tel: 0118 966 9080 

 

All Welcome 
  

We’re on bus route 4 and X4 to Henley Wood Road   

  

Our thriving monthly Memory Café 

is particularly designed for those living 

with a form of memory loss, and their 

carers.  Optional activities such as 

indoor golf, magnetic darts, and 

dominos are popular, and we all enjoy 

tea and cake.  

The café is run by a team of 5 

volunteers and the local Dementia 

Care Advisor is usually also present to 

give advice and support to the 15 or 

so guests. 

At present a local authority ‘exercise 

to music’ class runs alongside the café 

and some of our guests join in. 
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Justice and Peace  

JPEG (Justice, Peace, and Environment Group) is a group of 6 people 

who are concerned to help St Nicolas keep to its core value of 

seeking justice for all. The main aim of the group is to inspire, inform, 

and encourage others in all that they are doing in these areas.  JPEG 

actively work to promote justice, peace, and concern for the 

environment.  They also advise the PCC on the Church’s outward 

giving - each year we donate 10% of our planned giving to 3 charities, 

usually one local, one national, and one international.    

For the past 7 years, our international partner has been the Jubilee 

Centre, a Christian NGO based in Ndola, Zambia. Over 20 

members of the congregation have visited Zambia, and the Jubilee 

Centre staff have visited us.  The relationship has been transformative 

and we have learned so much from Jubilee Centre and their partner 

churches in Zambia, especially about what being open to the 

community means. Our relationship with Jubilee Centre initially came 

about through Neil, our previous vicar, so it’s a good time to review 

how we go forward. 

We support Christian Aid both in raising money during Christian 

Aid week and by promoting their campaigns.  

Other priorities for JPEG this year are: Kairos Reading, an 

ecumenical group concerned with taking action for Palestine, and our 

response to the refugee crisis and racism.  

 St. Nicolas is a Fairtrade Church and is working towards an Eco 

Church award.  



Open to God Open to One Another Open to the Community 

 Page 18 

The local area is well provided with a range of shops and restaurants.  

The Showcase Cinema Complex and the Loddon Valley Leisure 

Centre and Swimming Pool are within easy reach. 

We have very good relationships with the other churches in our 

parish, Brookside Church and Lower Earley Baptist Church, and 

with other Church of England churches in the local area through 

Churches Together in Earley and East Reading. 

Where We Are 

St Nicolas Earley is a suburban parish of just under 12,000 people (2011 

census) within the Reading/Wokingham Urban Area.  We are a diverse 

community with a higher than average proportion of under 18s.  A 2014 

survey rated our postcode area (RG6) as the 5th most desirable in the 

country. 

The church is located in the north of the parish, known as ‘Old Earley’, 

among housing stock built in the middle of the last century.  The parish 

extends south to Lower Earley, a large housing estate started in the 1970s.  

At the time it was one of the largest building projects in Europe but was 

created with little community provision and no distinct centre. 

There are two primary schools within the parish, Loddon and 

Hawkedon, and we have close links with both, working with REinspired to 

deliver RE lessons and assemblies.  Our closest secondary school is 

Maiden Erlegh, but most of the parish is also in the catchment for 

Bulmershe and Forest schools. 

We enjoy excellent transport links with frequent buses to Reading and 

Wokingham, and trains from nearby Earley station. Junction10 of the M4 is 

just two miles away and the M3 is within 30 minutes’ drive. 

Although we are an urban parish, there is lots of green space with a 

number of parks and playing fields.  Maiden Erlegh Nature Reserve is 

close by, as is the University of Reading which has a Green Flag denoting 

it as one of the UK’s best public outdoor spaces. 
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History of St Nicolas 

St Nicolas and its surrounding suburban community were born and have grown up together. Responding to the post-War expansion of Reading and 

supported by the prayers, faith, money, and labour of our founders the building that was our original church hall opened in the 1950s. After 20 

years our worship moved a few yards to the current church building which opened in 1971. 

The spirit that planted that church in a newly-emerging neighbourhood, started by builder and church warden Amos Sharp, was cultivated anew 

when we discovered that his daughter, Pat Dummer, had left us a substantial bequest upon her death in 2013. We always knew we should use that 

bequest for a building project and so plans for the St Nicolas Centre were hatched. After a process of discernment with church members and the 

local community it was decided that we would redevelop the hall, adding several rooms and a physical link connecting the hall to the church, 

creating a flow between our sacred and secular spaces. In the year since the new Centre opened we have made a good start on fulfilling our aim to 

be a community hub and a place of friendship and fellowship.  

With several members of the original congregation still actively worshipping in the church and using the Centre we are closely connected to our 

roots. As we look to review our mission plan to take account of our new premises and increased local footprint, we draw strength from the living 

memory of that generation’s inspiration and vision. We look to our new vicar to help us see how we can make the most of this opportunity. 
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Where We Are Financially 
St Nicolas’ finances have historically been very predictable with all of 

our costs being covered by committed giving from the congregation 

(75%) and the rest from hall rental.  

Having only recently completed the building of the St Nicolas Centre 

we are still settling into a new pattern of income and expenditure. The 

project itself cost £1.3m and was funded by a bequest of £1.06m, 

£100k of congregation fund raising and giving, and grants of £71k. The 

outstanding £86,950 debt is covered by a Diocesan loan which we are 

committed to repaying by 2023. 

The 2019 financial year began with cash reserves of a little over 

£130,000. In 2019 we are forecasting unrestricted income of £160,000 

and expenditure of £166,000 plus loan repayments of £22,300. As hall 

bookings increase and we work through post-build fixes and 

adjustments we expect to close the gap between income and 

expenditure and get back to the position we were in prior to our 

building project.   

As we look to the next phase of our mission we are in a strong 

position with enough cash in hand to keep us out of trouble but we 

need to settle on a sustainable plan for using our new facility (balancing 

free or reduced price missional hiring versus full-price hiring ) and to 

re-invigorate our committed giving which has suffered from fatigue 

over the past three years. While some of the reduction in giving has 

come as a result of older members passing away or having to pay for 

nursing homes, we cannot shy away from the fact that giving has  

dropped and we need to place more focus on committed giving.  

 2018 2017 

Income from:   

Donations £219,519 £150,111 

Charitable Activities £22,830 £28,355 

Other £4,797 £9,635 

Total Income £247,146 £188,101 

   

Expenditure on:   

Parish Share £67,583 £67,143 

Buildings & Maintenance £43,302 £10,379 

Staffing £40,074 £29,373 

Running Costs £34,318 £37,278 

Outward Giving £11,564 £11,259 

Depreciation £23,235 £5,942 

Other £1,333 £6,038 

Total Expenditure £222,409 £167,412 

   

Net Income £24,737 £20,689 
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Who You Are – Two Views 

We consulted our young people and our adults as part of this process; the next two pages describe YOU! 

 

           Children’s Profile of Our New Vicar 
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Who You Are – Two Views (continued) 

Adult Congregation Feedback  
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Who You Are – Our New Vicar 
 

In light of all that we have said about who we are, where we have come from, and where we need to be heading these are the attributes and skills 

we seek in our new vicar: 

• A passion for justice, peace, and the environment and for helping us to really live out the Christian faith 

• The ability to communicate our faith to people at all stages of their faith journey 

• Can connect with children and young people and value all of the contributions that they bring to a community of worship 

• Someone who embraces the full range of churchmanship practised at St Nicolas  

• Sees ministry as a shared endeavour – working with the rest of the ministry team, PCC, and lay leaders 

• The ability to identify and nurture talents and vocations in our laity 

• Keen to explore fresh expressions of faith while re-assuring those who are unsettled by changes 

• Capable of developing and communicating a vision for what we can achieve in our community with our wonderful new facility 

• Deeply committed to the power of prayer 
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Supporting Our Vicar 

While we look to our new vicar for inspiration and leadership, we 

believe in a model of distributed leadership with members of 

congregation encouraged to take personal responsibility for seeing 

our mission fulfilled. Trusting in the work of the Spirit among and 

through us, our members share the joys and burdens of church 

management with our vicar. 

Even after the departure of our curate and our vicar within the space 

of two months we have been able to call upon the services of our 

Associate Priest Libby Newman to anchor the provision of our 

main worship services. We also have two Licensed Lay Ministers, 

Emma Major and Daphne Cook. 

Recent months have seen the emergence of new voices preaching 

during worship services. We now have 6 non-clergy sharing their 

insights and invitations to further exploration of our faith and hope to 

encourage others to find their voice and bless us in this way. 

In addition to our two current wardens we can draw upon the 

wisdom and expertise of over a dozen others who have served 

previously as a warden at St Nicolas and elsewhere (sometimes on  

multiple occasions), as well as on our seasoned PCC and Standing 

Committee members.  

 

Robert John 
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Supporting Our Vicar (continued) 

Our recent experience of running and completing a major building 

project has added to the skill set that will be at the disposal of our 

new vicar. To ensure that we maintain our wonderful new buildings 

our Buildings and Grounds team run by Peter and Philip pro-

actively monitor the state of our physical space, and respond rapidly 

to any situation, and tend to the lawns 

With a new enlarged facility our footfall has greatly increased. Our 

visitors really appreciate seeing our vicar on the site but you can’t be 

everywhere. To support you in the ministry of welcome and 

community engagement we have a small army of volunteers on rotas 

and our indefatigable office team of Vicki and Jane are always on 

hand to greet people and show visitors around.  

On the pastoral care side, we have a team of seven people led by 

Jenny to assist in making sure we tackle loneliness and isolation in 

our community.  

Even with all of the voluntary effort that comes in, we need to 

increase our committed giving. This has tailed off partially in the past 

couple of years – a combination of older members needing to cut 

back and fatigue from financial appeals for the build. We provide 

administrative support for stewardship but we will need our new 

vicar to not be shy to ask for more. Liz Fielding is our Treasurer. 

Maggie, Ingrid, and Liz Kerry share their decades of wisdom and 

experience of life at St Nicolas in their respective roles of Sacristan, 

MU Leader and Community Garden Leader. 

Gillian Maggie Wendy 

Peter 

Vicki Jenny 

Ingrid 

Ingrid 

Philip 

Maggie 

Jane 

Liz Fielding 

Liz Kerry 
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Appendix 2 - St Nicolas Parish Population Stats 



 

 

Appendix 3 - Useful Websites and Contacts 

 

Useful Websites 

Local Council 

Wokingham Borough Council: https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/ 

Earley Town Council: Earley Town Guide.pdf 

Church and Deanery 

Reading Deanery: http://www.readingdeanery.org.uk/ 

Oxford Diocese: https://www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

RE Inspired: https://www.reinspired.org.uk/ 

Schools and Colleges 

Loddon Valley Primary School: https://www.loddonprimary.co.uk/ 

Maiden Erlegh School: https://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/ 

Bulmershe School: http://www.thebulmersheschool.com/ 

Forest School: http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/ 

Contacts 

For further details contact:  The Parish Office, St Nicolas Church, 

Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, Reading RG6 7JN 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/     Tel. 0118 966 9080 

 

Area Dean: Revd Dr Graeme Fancourt   

Email: AreaDeanofReading@gmail.com  Tel. 0118 966 6389 

 

 

Closing date for applications: Monday 25 November 

 

Shortlisting date:    Monday 2 December 

 

Interview date:    Wednesday 15 January 

 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/
http://earley-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/30.11.17-Interactive-Earley-Town-Guide-2017.pdf
http://www.readingdeanery.org.uk/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/
https://www.reinspired.org.uk/
https://www.loddonprimary.co.uk/
https://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/
http://www.thebulmersheschool.com/
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/
http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/


 

 

Appendix 4 - The Vicarage 

The vicarage is a detached four-bedroom family home with two large 

reception rooms, study, a kitchen with utility room, and a large well-

maintained garden. On the first floor there are four double bedrooms with 

an en-suite to the master and a family bathroom. Externally there is 

driveway parking, a garage, and a large rear garden with two out houses.  

The vicarage is next door to the church. The vicarage is within the 

catchment area of excellent schools: Loddon school for primary and 

Maiden Erlegh for secondary, and other schools are available if desired. 

It further benefits from being located less than 10 minutes walk from Earley 

train station, bus routes into Reading and Wokingham, and has excellent 

access to M4 motorway, Thames Valley Business Park, Reading Town 

Centre, and the University of Reading. 


