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What we are looking for
We are four semi-rural parishes in the beautiful Pennines of West Yorkshire, looking for an enthusiastic, 
committed and experienced priest-in-charge, who:

• Is a person of prayer, aware of their own spirituality and has their own prayer life

• Has good leadership qualities who can identify and encourage the gifts from within the congregations

• Has the passion for bringing people into faith, especially bringing in a new generation of younger people and for helping 
all with their own personal faith journey

• Can be a visible presence in the community and our schools, who will have a heart for mission and outreach, and a real 
understanding of the place of the church in the community

• Is a good communicator with all ages with excellent people skills, a sense of humour and an ability to combine informality 
and spiritual depth

• Has a flexible approach to Sunday Worship and who values the occasional offices as a means of mission as well as 
pastoral care

• Can bring experience to help develop and encourage a vision for the four churches to become a united benefice and to 
work together in mission, ministry and service.
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What that really means is we want a priest who:
• will help us to encourage more people into church
• will provide leadership and encourage the growth of lay leadership in others
• will enjoy the varied ways of worshipping across the four churches
• will support the four churches in their journey towards one united benefice
• will serve our whole community

And, by the way, a driving licence and car is pretty essential!

… the children’s views are on the next page…..



The children would love it 
if

you are someone who:

We are looking for a vicar who will 
be able to talk to children and help 
us to understand the teachings of 

Jesus. 

We need a vicar who can get the 
point across in a fun and child 

friendly way.

Have you got a good sense of humour? Are 
you friendly?

Do you like developing children’s spirituality?
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If you are excited by the prospect of leading us forward, and 
you feel that God may be calling you to come and join us,
we offer you:
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• Commitment to support you in prayer and practical action

• Diversity of churchmanship

• A team of dedicated volunteers

• Excellent relationships with our three primary schools

• An established procedure to ensure adequate time off

• Warm and welcoming congregations

• A coordinated service pattern across the churches

• Part-time secretarial support

Kathleen is a retired doctor and a member of 
Mothers Union. She was first licensed as Reader 
1995 and is now a Reader with PTO. As well as 
leading services and preaching throughout the 
Benefice, she has been mainly involved in 
working with children in many roles. She was 
one of the founders and is still joint leader of 
Little Fishes and helps out with the Children’s 
Workshops.

Support from a Reader with PTO

A comfortable home in a 
Georgian vicarage within a 
conservation area, close to the 
church and village facilities 
(more on page 19)

The church, pub and vicarage in leafy 
Ripponden

Support of a diverse and very willing group of lay 
volunteers across the churches who  lead services 

and many other church groups and mission 
activities



Where we are - The beautiful Ryburn Valley
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The four parishes of the benefice sit in the beautiful Ryburn Valley in West Yorkshire.  It is largely rural, sitting on the edge of the 
Pennines.  The villages of Ripponden and Rishworth lie in the valley, whilst Barkisland and Dean Head are higher up on the hill.   The 
heart of Ripponden is now a conservation area. The Old Bridge Inn, with origins in the early 14th century, sits conveniently between 
the church and the vicarage. 

The local communities were once almost exclusively agricultural. Cottage industries, largely based on weaving, developed during the 
17th and early 18th centuries. By the 19th century, the industrial revolution had made its impact and nine mills were established 
along the valley. The 20th century decline of the textile industry led to their closure, but now they have a new lease of life converted 
into flats or smaller business units.  The old railway line is now used by ramblers; both the Pennine Way and Calderdale Way pass 
through the benefice.  The area is also very popular for cycling.

Today, the area has seen an increase in population, currently about 7,000 souls, as more people look to settle in this beautiful valley.  
There are good transport links to Halifax (a good bus service), and Manchester, Leeds and Bradford are easily accessible by rail and by 
the M62. 

It is a great place to live; it is peaceful, friendly and community-spirited.       

panoramic view of Ripponden, church spire in foreground, looking up to the moors



Outline of the benefice boundary including the four parishes, 
showing the position of the four churches

Courtesy Calderdale Council, crown copyright



Our churches are part of the community
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In September the ancient 
festival of Rushbearing takes 
place,  when the rushcart
parade arrives at church for 
‘new rushes’ to be placed on 
the floor.  This brings a lot of 
people (and the rushcart) to the 
church’s door, and we 
encourage as many as possible 
inside for a short service – even 
the morris dancers!

The remembrance day parade reaches Ripponden war memorial, with uniformed groups to attention, traffic stopped and the community in silence

The remembrance day parade involves all four churches, a local brass band and the civic parish council with short services at 
three war memorials in the benefice, and a service at St Bartholomew Ripponden.



Local mission and charity work
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Each of our four churches is engaged with mission in the wider community, 
with many activities led by lay volunteers, be it in ‘Loving for Life’ marriage 
preparation evenings, close links with schools, cricket club and uniformed 
groups, and helping with old people’s and Friendship groups.  

At St Bartholomew Ripponden there is the fortnightly Riverside Café, a 
dementia-friendly gathering with talks and other activities and a new 
Community Cafe has also opened on the alternate weeks.

Also the many fund-raising activities we run across the benefice bring our 
congregations and the wider communities together.  Events such as concerts, 
Ladies’ lunches, Yorkshire Day Pie and Peas Quiz and the Sausage lunch, as well 
as many picnics, sponsored walks and fairs raise money not only for church 
funds but also to be passed on to local charities and those further afield.

Local charities supported include a hospice and food banks, a refugee centre 
and toys donated to Salvation Army.

We support CART (Christian African Relief Trust), and the church overseas at 
Mara in Tanzania and St Paul’s Zambia.

All the churches raise money for The Children’s Society and British Legion 
through their Christingle and Remembrance services.

The sausage lunch at Dean Head

Trying out the hand-bells at Riverside cafe



Working with the local schools
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All three primary schools in the benefice have close ties with the church, and our 
work with the schools is an important element of church life.

St John’s Rishworth has a very close relationship with the village primary academy 
school with PCC members providing six of the school governors. Regular praise 
assemblies and Eucharistic services are held in School and the pupils are very used 
to the presence and influence of clergy and laity in School. The School has a strong 
Christian ethos and regularly participates in church services.  School and church 
events are often run together.

In Barkisland, links between Church and the village C of E school are strong, which 
helps to cement relationships between groups within the village as a whole. The 
Vicar is invited to take a regular assembly in school and is welcome at any time. 
The priest in charge is by convention a governor of the school, and there are 
members of the PCC on the governing body.
The school also hosts a before and after-school “kids club” in which members of 
our congregation are involved. This club operates during school holidays also, 
providing much needed childcare for school age children. 

At Ripponden, the church has a good relationship with the local state primary 
school. Clergy take assemblies and the school uses church for their harvest and 
Christmas services. 
There is an after-school Church club that runs there twice a month, led by 
members of our congregation, where stories from the bible are told and the 
children do related crafts, plays and prayers. It has been running for several years 
and is enthusiastically attended.



St Bartholomew Ripponden
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We are a growing congregation who are young at heart and 
welcoming of new families and ideas. A number of new people have 
joined us in the last year including two young families. 

The church is strongly linked to the community and is very popular 
for weddings and baptisms. There is a small, committed choir, led by 
the organist, who sing at the main Sunday services and at the 
monthly Sung Evensong.

We use ‘Common Praise’, alongside our own ‘Ripponden Hymn 
Book’.  Services are sometimes supplemented by choral anthems. 

The Church Tower contains a ring of eight bells which are rung for 
special occasions in the Christian calendar and for weddings. 

Little Fishes is a group for under-5’s and their carers. It is an 
opportunity for parents to introduce their children to the Christian 
faith in an informal and fun way, through story, craft, prayer and song. 

Children’s Workshops are held at Christmas and on Good Friday with a 
wide range of craft activities, on offer. We get up to 30 children for a 
glitter and glue fun fest and parents and siblings join us for a short 
service and refreshments. 

All these groups, led by laity, offer outreach to our community and we 
do see some of the families become part of the church family.

We have a quiz team in the Methodist circuits and would welcome a 
new member (especially someone good at Bible rounds!)

A wedding at Ripponden

A story at Little Fishes



St Bartholomew Ripponden (continued)
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We own the neighbouring Community Centre which is used by many community 
and uniformed organisations, who have a close link with the church.  

During Epiphany we hold an Epiphany supper and an Epiphany Carol service.

On Ash Wednesday there is a Eucharist with Ashing, alternating between 
Ripponden and Barkisland.  On Palm Sunday we have a Joint Service and walk of 
Witness with Stones Methodists and special services throughout Holy Week.

At the May Day Gala, Church offers cream teas, games, and stalls. This event 
grows in size every year as more and more people from the village turn out. The 
Christmas Festival is a large village event where market stalls fill the church. This 
runs alongside Ripponden Festival, at the end of which the church exterior is 
used for a stunning laser show finale.

The church has great acoustics for concerts, and last year, saw several such 
events, filling the church from the wider community.

We support the British Legion Poppy Appeal. Last year to commemorate the 
centenary of the end of WWI we had a display of knitted, felt and plastic 
poppies down the church spire. So many new faces were seen in the church to 
help with this event. These volunteers then helped as we opened Church for a 
WW1 local display during the two weeks up to and after Remembrance 
Sunday. We had hundreds of visitors through the church doors from near and 
far. 

Alongside the clergy, lay members run the “Loving for Life” marriage 
preparation evenings, an initiative where the parish is at the forefront in the 
diocese. 

Preparing the poppy display

Sales stalls in the churchyard at Rushbearing



Christ Church Barkisland
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Barkisland is a small village, situated in the Pennines, between 
Halifax and Huddersfield, about a mile up the hill from St 
Bartholomew’s, Ripponden.

The Church is situated opposite the cricket club and a short 
distance from the school and the Post Office, all of which are 
supportive of the Church. It is on the edge of the village , close to 
a sizable housing estate and borders farm land. The local business 
of Just Jenny’s Ice Cream is also in close proximity.

Barkisland cricketers in full flow

We are a friendly and welcoming congregation. Church members 
regularly assist young families helping look after their children during 
services to help them all feel part of the family of the church. In addition 
to the bibles received at their baptism, they also receive a birthday card 
until their fifth birthday from the members of Christ Church. 

Members of the congregation regularly read their own poems or stories 
which relate to the Bible, church or village life to the congregation, 
during all age worship.

There is a core congregation in attendance most Sundays supplemented 
by a larger mixed age group at the All Age Worship services. Easter, 
Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Christingle and Christmas services are 
all well attended.

We have a sociable and proactive PCC which works well together.
The church and churchyard



Christ Church Barkisland (continued)
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Our Youth Fellowship (for children who have been confirmed) meets 
fortnightly. This is a popular group with excursions and activities throughout 
the year. 
They are keen and eager to meet and this year have arranged a stall at the 
Church Garden Party and Christmas Market

On Wednesdays during school terms we hold ‘Tea-time Church’, which has 
been running for 18 years - where children participate in sharing a song, a 
story and prayer and finish with craftwork, preceded by juice and biscuits. It 
is run by an active parishioner and one or two parents, and has proved very
popular with between 20 and 30 children taking part.

The Youth Fellowship at large

Our fund-raising group, formed in 2018, is a new initiative to help encourage and 
attract more people and visitors to Christ Church. It consists of some members of 
the PCC and enthusiastic church members. Recent events have been Yorkshire Day 
Pie and Peas and Quiz, Barkisland Bake off, a treasure hunt around Barkisland and 
our sellout Elland Brass Band Carol Concert which were all a great success.  
Members have also been involved in fundraising events for St Paul’s, Zambia, 
through a sponsored walk and Ceilidh.

We have established links of varying degrees with a number of local groups in the 
village, which helps to maintain the diversity of the congregation and encourages 
participation. These include the Old people’s weekly Get-Together Club, After 
school kids’ club, Parent and toddler group and the Barkisland in Bloom group. 

Brass band concert in church



St John’s Rishworth
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Rishworth is a beautiful village set in a semi-rural location on the edge of the 
South Pennine Moors. Although there is little local industry other than 
farming, most people who live in the village travel elsewhere for 
employment. The village is served by four pubs, cafes and a butcher/ 
greengrocers.

St John’s is a small, informal church with a friendly congregation who range 
in age from toddlers to pensioners. Many of our services are family friendly 
with active participation by the congregation including children. Rishworth
and the surrounding area has a good proportion of young people and 
families and we welcome them into church whenever they visit.

The church is always full for the Christingle Service and is also well attended 
for major services such as Mothers’ Day and Harvest Festival. These services 
always include the active participation of children. 

St John’s has a very close relationship with the village primary academy 
school with PCC members providing six of the school governors. 

The Church holds a summer picnic which is attended by our regular 
congregations and other children and families from the School.  The 
School also holds summer and Advent fayres at which the Church 
regularly runs some of the activities.
St John’s has a committed and hard-working PCC who look forward to 
working with a new priest in charge to reach out to the wider 
community.

The PCC feels strongly that its focus for mission is further developing our 
work with children and families with many opportunities being available 
to grow the congregation.

The church summer picnic



St Bartholomew West Scammonden 
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Dean Head church, as it is locally known, was built to serve the communities 
of Dean Head and Scammonden, which in the early 20th century had 190 
homes. When Scammonden Reservoir and dam, which carries the M62 
motorway, were built in the 1970’s much of this very rural parish 
disappeared under water, as did most of the local farms and dwellings.

The majority of the current congregation now live just outside the parish, 
and our numbers are greatly swelled at our special services (carols, harvest 
etc).  We are a small but lively congregation, who prefer BCP Holy 
Communion, and the children take an active part in our family services. 

Our church has a strong social life and we are well supported in all our fund-
raising events, which bring the wider rural community together. 

June sees our Anniversary service, which is attended by people who now live 
out of the area but have a strong historical connection to the area, the 
church or the school, which sadly has now closed.

We were very proud to have the Archbishop of York: The most Revd and Rt
Hon Dr John Sentamu conduct our 400th anniversary service in 2015.

Our harvest festival is a bountiful event with lots of home grown produce and 
homemade bakes. The service is followed by a harvest auction and supper, 
the proceeds being shared by the church and our chosen charity for the year. 

A highlight of our social year is our Sausage Sizzle and garden party for which 
the whole community turns out and raises funds for the church.

The view from the church front door



Church buildings
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St Bartholomew Ripponden.  The present building is the fourth on the 
site and is Victorian Gothic dating from 1868. It is Grade II listed. The 
first church was established by royal foundation in 1464. The present 
church has beautiful stained glass windows and one window contains 
glass dating from the medieval era. It is in good repair, having had a 
new boiler in 2017 and a reordering in 2016 provided a kitchen and  
toilet at the west end of church.  There is work to be done on the 
stained glass (not yet commissioned) and the bells, being done in 2019. 
The churchyard surrounds the church and, whilst it isn’t “closed”, there 
is no room for further new interments. It is kept tidy by volunteers and 
Ripponden in Bloom. The church has disabled access.

Christ Church Barkisland was consecrated in 1854 by the Bishop of 
Ripon, on land donated by William Baxter of Lower Hall, Barkisland. It is 
a gothic style Church with many beautiful stained glass windows. The 
Church is well maintained, and is constantly reviewed.  Recently roof 
repairs and decoration throughout have been undertaken. The Church 
is surrounded by well-kept grounds, including a memorial garden.



Church buildings
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St John’s Rishworth. Built in 1928, the church is generally in good repair,
although with little in the way of facilities other than a toilet next to the
vestry. There is a car park and a beautiful lych-gate.
It is a charming traditionally built stone and slate building in a beautiful 
rural location.  The organ has recently been replaced and the interior 
redecorated to provide a bright ,welcoming place of worship.
The building and grounds are well maintained and the PCC has plans to 
replace the heating system in the medium term.

St Bartholomew West Scammonden. The current church was 
consecrated in 1865, and is grade II listed.  After some years of neglect 
in the 1990s, however, the weather had taken its toll such that at the 
beginning of this century there were some serious problems which 
needed to be addressed.  £250,000 was raised to re-roof the church 
and complete other work on the building, and subsequently to 
refurbish the organ.  Recently we have also renovated the bell housing 
for our single bell.  Some minor settlement in the east wall has been 
identified and is currently being monitored.  There is a beautiful 
churchyard overlooking the valley and the reservoir below.



The Vicarage
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The Vicarage in Ripponden is a Georgian, Grade II listed, detached residence.  It is a well-proportioned and comfortable home 
situated in the heart of Ripponden village that is equally suited for both larger and smaller households.  The house is screened
from the road by mature trees, the garden is lawned with shrub borders. The house is connected to all the main services and 
there is an alarm system.

On entering the vestibule doors lead into the study and the main hallway, with access to a sunny sitting room with views over 
the garden, a dining room, downstairs cloakroom, dining kitchen with pantry, and a sizeable utility room with rear entrance 
door. The staircase rises onto a spacious landing, where there are four double bedrooms, a large bathroom and a small 
store/single bedroom. There is a detached double garage.

Local community facilities, including shops, library, dentist and GP surgery are 
all situated close by as are well rated state and independent schools.

To sum up, the Vicarage is a most attractive, well-maintained property and a 
desirable home, an integral part of the area’s rich heritage.

St Bartholomew’s vicarage

St Bartholomew’s 
church viewed 
from the vicarage 
garden



Finances
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All of the churches are well on their way to paying their parish shares in full for 2019.

Expenses for the clergy are shared amongst the four churches, and paid in full.

Each of the churches has some reserves, the level of which varies between the churches.  

A beautiful view of the western 
reaches of the benefice, the 
boundary of which is effectively the 
distant ridgeline of the moors right 
across from south to north
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