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WELCOME
Crosby is an urban parish in the town of Scunthorpe. Home to
around 15,000 people, it represents one fifth of the towns
population.
The Parish Church of St George is situated at the heart of the
community on the corner of Digby Street and Frodingham Road.
Built in 1924 the church has been adapted to serve the community
as a place of worship and Christian witness through positive social
action and a firm commitment to inclusivity through our
membership of Inclusive Church.
We are seeking to appoint a new Vicar following the retirement of
Reverend Jonathan Thacker after 22 years of loyal and dedicated
service to the parish and community.
Thank you for your interest in the position of Vicar of our parish and
for taking time to look at our parish profile.

Thank you for taking time to look at this particular post within the Diocese of Lincoln, As one of the largest diocese in the country
stretching from the Humber estuary in the North to the Wash in the South we are home to a population of just over 1,000,000
people living a variety of different settings from the urban centres of Grimsby and Cleethorpes and Scunthorpe, the City of
Lincoln, the market towns, the coastal strip, the new housing developments and the many, many small villages which mark our
landscape. All are equally important to us, and all we are seeking to serve in making known the good news of Jesus that has
been entrusted to us.
In preparation for our recent ‘Peer Review’ we put together our diocesan mission and vision statements and summarised our
intention as follows ‘Our aim then is to grow the Church, in both numbers and depth, through attention to what we see as our core
tasks of faithful worship, confident discipleship and joyful service with the vision of being a healthy, vibrant, sustainable church
which leads to transformed lives and communities across greater Lincolnshire making a difference in God’s world. To that end as
a diocese we shall support, encourage and enable local parishes, benefices and mission communities to fulfil, within this
framework, their own unique calling to serve in mission the community or communities in which they are set’.
In short we don’t believe in a big top down diocesan master plan. We do believe in supporting and encouraging our parishes to
develop their own plans which we will then seek to support and encourage using central diocesan resources as we are able.
To that end we have begun an ambitious programme to try and increase the number of good quality, creative stipendiary clergy
in the diocese by almost 50%, and have established a regular pattern of episcopal visitations and MDR to show our support and
commitment to those working in parish ministry. We have established the principle that we are a ‘learning diocese’ and are
actively creating and investing in ‘learning communities’ according to the different ‘character areas’ we operate in so that we can
learn from and support each other. We are committed to the principle of mission action planning and have a small team who can
assist parishes with that, and have released some of our historic resources to enable parishes to apply for funding to help them in
making those plans a reality, in addition to also using some of those resources to invest in good quality CMD and clergy wellbeing.
We are not unaware of the challenges we face. The deanery of Manlake, of which this particular benefice is a part, on an average
Sunday connects with 0.6% of its total population, but we are committed to ‘having a go’, to sharing what we know to be the good
news of Jesus to the different communities we are here to serve, and if that resonates with you, then please read on with all that
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OURNEWPRIEST

We are looking for a Vicar who is rooted in prayer and personal faith; to be a foundation of our church and parish community;
innovatively leading us forward in faith:
-

-

Open hearted and open minded
Actively and consciously inclusive
Visible and fully involved with the wider multi faith community
Desiring the opportunity to further develop our understanding of scripture, spiritually through prayer, preaching and
teaching, helping us to grow in faith and in our relationship with God
Embracing our liberal Catholic tradition style of worship, whilst moving it forward to ensure it is relevant today and for
the future
With the courage to be radical and challenging; bringing new and innovative channels of communication, collaboration
and technology to welcome, engage and grow our congregation
Preaching from the heart to deliver challenging and inspirational sermons; exploring theological ideas and meaning
behind scripture, and what they mean in modern day, empowering us as a congregation and as individuals on our
spiritual journey
With a strong desire to further develop and build fruitful relationships with local schools; nurturing more people into the
life of the church
With a collaborative leadership style which enables the involvement of others in church life; including the PCC,
committees and sub groups and to foster vocations
With a global vision; looking for peace and justice in the world and a concern about climatic changes and the
environment
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"God is love, and those who live in love live in God, and God lives in them." 1
John 4:16
To our new Vicar, we can offer:
-

A congregation which is unassuming, but with a tenacious approach to
living our faith
Inclusive and welcoming, offering a safe and non-judgemental place for
worship
Eager to embrace change whilst continuing to honour the familiar
Seeking to reach out further into our community
Rich with ideas and skills
Committed to the pastoral care of clergy; recognising it is important to
maintain a healthy work-life balance by setting aside time for family, rest,
recreation, retreat and study in accord with the report by the College of
Bishops "Clergy Wellbeing".

A church which has:
-

-

A history that demonstrates the social justice theme with outreach to the
local community throughout its life, currently through Crosby Together and
Scunthorpe Foodbank
A supportive congregation
A general love of varied styles of music as part of worship
A Parish Office closely allied with Crosby One Centre

INCLUSIVE
WELCOMING
REACHINGOUT
CARING
NON-JUDGEMENTAL
SOCIALJUSTICE
COMMUNITYMINDED
LOVING
SUPPORTIVE
FAITHFUL
UNASSUMING
COMPASSIONATE
OPENMINDED
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PARISHANDAREA

Crosby is a diverse, multicultural parish on the northern edge of Scunthorpe. Originally a small village, Crosby was
incorporated into the growing town of Scunthorpe in the early 20th century, during a time of growth in the steel making
industry. This relative late development as an urban area was accompanied by foresight in planning, with the result that the
town is attractive in layout, with many open spaces, green areas and a low population density.
North Lincolnshire is geographically large, covering some 85,000 hectares south of the Humber estuary. Scunthorpe is the
main population centre, where some 79,977 people live (2011 census).
The whole area includes many interesting towns and villages, including the historic town of Brigg, which has 150 specialist
shops centred around a large pedestrianised area, with a twice weekly market and monthly farmers' market. To the west of
Scunthorpe is the small town of Epworth, birthplace of John and Charles Wesley.
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TRANSPORT

The M180 motorway fringes Scunthorpe and joins up with the M18, M1 and
M62. The cities of Leeds, Sheffield and York can be reached by car in little over
an hour. Grimsby, Lincoln and Hull can be reached in around 40 minutes.
Scunthorpe Railway Station is a 5 minute drive from the Vicarage. Served by
Transpennine Express and Northern Rail, train services run at regular intervals
throughout the week to Grimsby and Cleethorpes to the East and Doncaster,
Sheffield and Manchester to the West. Doncaster is a 30 minute train journey
from Scunthorpe, with regular East Coast connections to London Kings Cross,
York, the North East and Scotland and Cross Country services to the South and
South West.
Stagecoach, Megabus and Hornsby Buses run throughout the district. The 350
bus service passes St George's Church every 30 minutes en route to Hull.
Humberside Airport and Doncaster Sheffield Airport can be reached by car in
around 30 minutes, offering UK and European flights and connections.
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CULTUREANDLEISURE

Scunthorpe houses the regional museum for North Lincolnshire, with its archaeology and geology collection of national
significance; exhibits and a range of events. The former St John's Church, near Scunthorpe Town Centre has been
developed into the 2021 Arts Centre, which holds changing exhibitions throughout the year and includes a cafe which is
open to the public.
Normanby Hall, run by North Lincolnshire Council is a short drive from the parish. Once the home of Sir Reginald Sheffield
(St George's Church Patron) the Hall and Gardens are now open to the public throughout the year. Many special events are
held at Normanby Hall.
The Plowright Theatre hosts a varied programme of professional and local productions, including music, ballet, opera,
comedy and drama. There is a vibrant amateur scene across all of the arts.
The larger Baths Hall on Doncaster Road is a state of the art, multi purpose entertainment venue that hosts top class acts in
the larger auditorium.
The Vue Cinema is a modern, multi screen complex situated in the town centre near the bus station and multi storey car
park.
Scunthorpe benefits from good sport and leisure facilities. The green areas include sports pitches, walking routes and cycle
paths and the town benefits from a modern leisure centre, running track and swimming pool. Golf courses are situated in
various locations around the town.
Scunthorpe United Football Club plays in League Two of the Football League and Scunthorpe Rugby Union Club plays in
National League Two North.
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PRIMARYEDUCATION

There are three primary schools within the parish:
Scunthorpe Church of England Primary School is situated on Gurnell Street.
With an inclusive ethos that celebrates the rich, cultural diversity of Crosby, the
school seeks to provide a sound education based on the Christian strengths of
leading a good and purposeful life in an environment of trust and respect.
St George's Church has a long association with the school and members of our
PCC, including the previous incumbent, have served on the governing body for
many years. St George's hosts the school's annual Christmas service and is
available at other times throughout the year.
Crosby Primary School was situated next to St George's Church for almost
100 years and has recently moved to a brand new building on Normanby Road.
The site of the former school is being developed into much needed social
housing with 24 dwellings.
Oasis Academy, Henderson Avenue is run by the Oasis Trust and serves the
western part of the parish. It is just a short walk from St George's Church.
All three primary schools have been rated "good" in recent Ofsted reports.
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SECONDARY&HIGHEREDUCATION

There are two Comprehensive Academies within Crosby:
Outwood Academy Foxhills is located on Foxhills Road, close to St George's Vicarage. It provides education to many of
the 11-16 year olds within Crosby and has been awarded National Support School Status.
On the edge of the parish boundary is the St Lawrence Academy. Also providing education to many of Crosby's 11-16 year
olds, the school is sponsored by the Diocese of Lincoln.
The John Leggott Sixth Form College serves around 1,900 students and the North Lindsey College of Further Education
offers vocational and degree courses on a full and part time basis.
The University Technical College (under the umbrella of the University of Hull) is a state of the art facility near Scunthorpe
Town Centre that provides academic and technical training in engineering and renewable energy to 14-19 year olds.
Opening in the Summer of 2019 is the University Centre for North Lincolnshire
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STGEORGE'S
CHURCH&COMMUNITY

St George's is the Parish Church of Crosby, situated in North Scunthorpe. Construction of the church began in 1924 on land
donated by the Sheffield family. Sir Reginald Sheffield remains our Patron.
Over the years St George's has been adapted and improved to meet the needs of the congregation and wider community.
Within the last two years we have redecorated the church, laid a new floor, installed new lighting and a modern, fully
equipped kitchen. Opening up the nave for community use, we now hold regular services of worship in the chancel and
Lady Chapel, returning to the nave for much larger services.
Attached to the church and sharing some of the facilities is the Crosby One Community Centre - built in 1997 with SRB
funding on the site of St George's Greeson Hall.
Much of our worship focuses on the Eucharist and we incorporate healing into this part of the service. We use Common
Worship for our liturgy and our theology is liberal and seeks to be radical. We have an open baptism policy; we welcome
couples to be married, including those previously divorced; we care for and comfort the bereaved. We remember those who
are sick and those who have died in our regular intercessions.
Crosby has been subject to radical demographic changes over the past thirty years and the parish is now the most
ethnically diverse in North Lincolnshire and Diocese of Lincoln (Church Urban Fund, 2015).
There are significant populations of Bangladeshi, Pakistani, Somali, Polish and Lithuanian origin. In all some 40 nationalities
are represented within the parish.
Four mosques, two Sikh temples and Holy Souls Catholic Church are situated in close proximity of St George's Church.
Through the multi-faith partnership (sadly not presently functioning), effective ecumenical and partnership working and
close links with Crosby One, we have established very positive relationships with members of different faith communities.
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ATRIBUTETOACOMMITTEDCONGREGATION
When local people were asked, during community consultations, what should happen to St George's Church, Crosby,
many failed to place the building. They remembered the old Centenary Methodist Church and Holy Souls RC Church on
the same road, but struggled to place St George's. Not surprising, as from the outside, St George's is a bit uninspiring,
with mesh grills over the large windows to prevent breakages, but step inside and you'll discover a bright, freshly painted
and cheerful space with a floor fit for dancing or bowls and a new kitchen with modern lighting. The large Vestry of the
church has been cleaned and painted and offers a light filled meeting or teaching space.
Visit St George's on a Wednesday and you'll meet a group of church members running a Foodbank and offering tea and
sandwiches, while in the large Vestry an advice worker - initially funded by the Bishop of Lincoln's Social Justice Fund provides useful support. On a Saturday morning the same space is used by the Polish Academy for one of its classes.
Crosby exhibits all the characteristics of a deprived urban area, but beneath the surface is a rich, vibrant and wonderfully
diverse community.
Around twelve years ago members of St Geoge's Church Council decided that space in this big church could be better
used and their thinking developed through a number of stages until they decided to release some money they had
invested to carry out necessary upgrades and repairs. Moving all regular worship to the Chancel and Lady Chapel, the
large nave is now available for community use, complementing space in the neighbouring community centre, with which
the church has a management agreement for bookings and hirings.
Small amounts of funding were raised from All Churches Trust and Marshall's Charity - which paid for the kitchen, but most
of the funding for work was released from St George's own trust fund and from excellent fundraising efforts in one of the
poorest communities in Lincolnshire.

Despite some initial reluctance to lose the large worship space each week, members of the congregation are making this
work as the only significant community facility remaining in this part of Crosby. Their energy and enthusiasm was evident
at this summer's Crosby International Day when the church was used to provide tea and cakes, while folk singing and
dancing took place in the nave, followed by a dramatic performance by a group of young disabled adults. Face painting
and imagination library also took place with generous support from the local Sikh, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Polish and
Lithuanian communities.
It's taken a long time and a lot of energy but the end result is a testimony to the perseverance and commitment of a group
of people who knew there was some good social capital to be produced from the physical and financial capital they held.
They could have handed in the keys and gone to worship elsewhere but they have followed through with their desire to
deliver positive Christian witness in this fascinating community.
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STGEORGE'S
NORTHSCUNTHORPEGROUP

St George's neighbouring parishes are St Lawrence's - Frodingham, All Saints - New
Brumby and Trentside East (Scunthorpe - Church of the Resurrection and Gunness - St
Barnabas).
Around twenty years ago, St George's entered into a group arrangement with
Frodingham and Trentside East, and later with New Brumby. Each church retains its own
PCC, but we share a similar ethos across the parishes, working together through an
established Group Council and supporting each other wherever possible. Throughout the
year group services are held on fifth Sundays at each church within the group and special
services have been held in all churches during Lent and Advent.
Since the inception of the North Scunthorpe Group, clergy members have taken
occasional services and offered cover and support within the neighbouring parishes. We
anticipate further growth and development of the group arrangement in the years ahead,
with continued flexibility and sharing of resources and talents.

St Barnabas' - Gunness

All Saints - New Brumby

St Lawrence's - Frodingham

Church of the Resurrection
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STGEORGE'S
SOCIALACTION

St George's has a long tradition of innovation and social action and during the last thirty years, the church has become a
central part of the community. For a time we were able to employ a Community Development Worker who supported the
PCC in reaching out to the wider community. With an open and inclusive ethos and a desire to work across faith, social and
cultural boundaries, we have inspired and supported youth clubs, musical and theatrical performances, work with children
and families, lunch clubs and a host of other activities.
St George's was inspirational in founding the local Credit Union and Community Association and we now host the Crosby
centre of Scunthorpe Foodbank, in partnership with Scunthorpe Baptist Church, which is very busy every Wednesday
afternoon. For many years, members of our congregation have been involved in supporting people with mental health
problems.
Our partnership with the neighbouring community centre places us in a strong position to be a positive sign of Christian
witness and ministry in Crosby. For the last three years we have worked together to host Crosby International Day - an
event that celebrates the diversity of our community and involves a whole range of local organisations. In 2018 Crosby
International Day attracted 500+ attendees.
In the months and years ahead we hope to use the church in a way that meets the needs of the whole community and
affirms our commitment to live out the gospel in all that we say and do.
St George's has been a member of Inclusive Church for over ten years and we are a OneBodyOneFaith visible
congregation. We are very proud of the warm welcome we offer to all people. We are a longstanding Fairtrade congregation
that actively promotes and uses fairly traded products in church and supports events like Fairtrade fortnight.
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PARISHFINANCES

The Parish Finances are relatively stable and reasonably sound.
As of 31st December 2018 total funds stood at £105,000, with £10,000 being held in three separate accounts and £95,000
in investments, from which the PCC receives quarterly dividends.

Regular income in 2018 was similar to previous years, at
around £40,000, which may be broken down as follows:
-

Regular giving £12,500;
Offertory and donations £6,500;
Gift Aid recovered £3,900;
PCC fees £655;
Concerts: £1,300;
Fairs £1,840;
Other fundraising £500;
Legacies £4,800;
Investment dividends £4,280;
Rental income £3,960

The PCC recognises our significant reliance on fundraising
and the need to increase regular giving. A social committee
has been established.

Regular expenditure in 2018 stood at around £39,000 and
may be analysed as follows:
-

Parish share £15,200
Maintenance £2,400
Utilities and insurance £9,500
Expenses/salaries £6,900
Mission and charitable giving £675
Administration £875
Parish sundries £1,900
Other £1,720

During 2018 a new floor was laid, a kitchen installed and the
interior of the church fully redecorated at a cost of £26,500.
The PCC is keen to further its commitment to outreach and
charitable giving, particularly through our weekly Foodbank
session.

CROSBYVICARAGE
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Crosby Vicarage - 87 Ferry Road, Scunthorpe, DN15 8LY
The Vicarage is situated on Ferry Road - a three minute drive from St George's
Church.
Built in 1981, the Vicarage is a spacious detached property standing in hedged
gardens with some well established trees. The dwelling currently has four
bedrooms, a bathroom, lounge, kitchen, dining room, utility room and ground
floor study. A short driveway leads to a large garage.
Adjacent to the Vicarage is a pleasant green area with mature trees and the
Park Library is only a minutes walk away.

Crosby Vicarage

Park Library

Wooded area
(Adjacent to Vicarage)
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CROSBYONE

The Crosby One Community Centre, managed by Crosby Together (a registered charity) is attached to St George's Church,
sharing a common entrance and vestibule. Built on former church land, Crosby One is both separate to and closely entwined
in the life of St George's and the Vicar and Churchwardens both serve as ex-officio members of the board of trustees.

COMPANY
NAME

The centre serves the Crosby area and its diverse community. A wide range of activities, run by a variety of organisations,
take place every week, including basic living skills, support for work, leisure and social activities, like dance and yoga.
Among the organisations making use of the Crosby One Centre are: Core Youth, Ark Day Nursery, Crosby Collective, Polish
Academy, Bangladeshi Welfare Association and Drop In English Chat sessions. Adult Community Learning and Stanguard
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Crosby One employs a Community Development Worker part time and three other staff, as well as having volunteers and
trustees. The centre has at times required additional space, and in order to meet this need the development work in St
George's has seen the creation of space that can be used for the community, managed by Crosby Together.
Annually, we run a pantomime for the Crosby area. Performed in church and involving up to 20 young people from the local
area, it runs for three nights during January, attracting large audiences from the town. It has become something of a local
feature, having now run for 26 years. Crosby Together and St George's are working with the local arts development officer to
stage touring professional theatre as we try to establish the space as a venue and bring in the local communities.
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DATA&STATISTICS

Crosby is a busy, vibrant and diverse community with great potential. The demographic changes of the last thirty years have
brought some serious challenges that we are keen to meet, but also opportunities that we wish to explore. To offer a clear
picture of some of the challenges and opportunities, we include some significant data about the parish below:
-

Crosby population approximately 15,000.

-

One of the most ethnically diverse parishes in the Diocese of Lincoln. Over 25% of North Lincolnshire's Black and
Minority Ethnic population live in Crosby. 75% of Crosby population are white British, with 11.5% from another white
ethnic group - largely Eastern European. 3.9% of population Bangladeshi, 1.8% Pakistani.

-

30.4% of people have no qualifications. 17.6% have only Level 1 English skills.

-

Levels of unemployment and part time work are high. Approximately 13% of the population claim out of work benefits.
Jobseekers Allowance and Universal Credit claims are higher than the regional or national average.

-

Highest concentration of children in North Lincolnshire - a quarter of the population under age 15.

-

One third of householders are lone adults - mostly young people of working age.

-

Life expectancy in the parish is 76.5 years, compared to national average of 79.2 years for men and 82.9 years for
women.

-

Low indicators of life expectancy for boys (Source: Church Urban Fund).

-

4.6 % of people identify as in bad health and 1.3% in very bad health. 8.5% have limitations in daily activities.

-

Crosby has large stocks of privately rented accommodation, much of which is terraced and dating back to late 19th or
early 20th century. High scores in terms of housing deprivation, with 1 in 8 dwellings deemed 'unfit'.
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STRENGTHSANDOPPORTUNITIES

A survey of local residents highlighted a number of strengths and opportunities:
-

People spoke of a sense of community and togetherness.
The quality of education provided by local schools has been deemed excellent by residents and Ofsted reports are
good and very positive.
There has been an increase in business activity in the local area, with many specialist stores and eateries opening.
Although urban, Crosby is fringed by accessible green spaces.
The area benefits from a lively voluntary and community sector.
Fun days and community days have fostered a greater sense of cohesion.
Neighbourhood policing and residents committees have been well praised.

At the heart of the community stands St George's Church - well placed to meet many local needs and demonstrate the best
Christian values of love and kindness to all we encounter.

