
  

 
Parish of West 

Sheppey 



Priest in Charge: Parish of West Sheppey 
 
We are looking for a priest to work with three Traditional-Central churches on the island of 
Sheppey, off the North Kent Coast, to build on the 1400 years of service to the gospel of 
Jesus, to help us bring the light of Christ to our island, and enable us to be ready to serve the 
needs of the parish into the future. 
 

All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. Therefore, as you go, 

make disciples, baptising them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I commanded you. And look, I 

am with you every day, right up to the end.      Matt 28.18f 

 

Making disciples has two aspects: making new disciples and deepening the discipleship of those 

who are already with us. 

We expect all disciples of Jesus to share the gospel of the kingdom by their lives and words.    This 

leads to an invitation to become part of the body of Christ on earth, and will have implications for 

church attendance.  

 we will look for ways to build relationships with the communities on the island that enable 

us to share the gospel.  The Ignite programme based at Holy Trinity with St Paul Sheerness is 

a pattern for this. 

 we will look for those who are gifted in evangelism to release the gifts of ministry in all God’s 

people. 

 we will seek to equip every disciple of Jesus Christ with an ability ‘to give a defence to 

anyone who asks … for a reason for the hope’ we have. (see 1 Peter 3:15) 

Disciples of Jesus engage in lifelong learning to grow in their knowledge of scripture and of loving 

God and loving one’s neighbour.  Such learning will  result in behaviour change, not merely extra 

information.  Weekday Bible-study groups are growing to meet this need.  Lent courses, run 

ecumenically and the training of Authorised Local Ministers also deepen discipleship. 

Disciples of Jesus respond to human need with loving service: the Food Bank is a prime example of 

this, as is the bereavement support group and the Ignite project, alongside the many simple acts of 

loving service in the day-to-day lives of Jesus’ followers. 

Disciples of Jesus work to transform unjust structures in society. We are a Fair-trade group of 

Churches and work with Christians Against Poverty. The Rev’d Jeanette McLaren’s chaplaincy also 

deals with issues of social justice and deprivation. 

Disciples of Jesus strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and seek to restore, sustain and renew 

the life of the earth.  We promote recycling, ensure that our lighting is energy-saving, and we are 

beginning to promote a ‘bring your own mug’ approach to coffee after church.  Where possible we 

buy local/support local. 

 

 



Our church communities 

We are a group of three congregations on Sundays, meeting in three different locations.  We have 

two midweek Communion Services: one in Sheerness on a Tuesday and one in the Island Hospital on 

a Wednesday.  Ignite, based at Sheerness on a Monday evening is the Ignite group Christian 

community on the Island. 

Minster Abbey (the Abbey Church of St Mary the Virgin with St Sexburga) is the oldest Christian 

worship site on the island, with its foundation dating from the late 7th Century.  It was founded by 

Kentish Queen, St Sexburga as a Nunnery: a place of prayer and mission.  At the highest point on 

Sheppey, it has been, is still, and should continue to be a spiritual powerhouse.   There is a 

worshipping community which is aging, but ‘up for a challenge’.  

We are looking at the possibility of founding a ‘new monastic community’ based at the Abbey 

Vicarage, to work with the existing church, to live life round the rhythm of prayer and to engage in 

Christ’s mission to his world, with an emphasis on evangelism and service. 

Holy Trinity with St Paul, Sheerness, serves the town of Sheerness as the civic church of the island 

and is in a prime location to minister to the needs of the town.  It has a small, aging and struggling 

congregation meeting on a Sunday.  It is also the venue for the Food Bank and for the new ‘Ignite’ 

service.  There has been proposed the acquisition of a High Street Shop to be a presence for the 

Church Community during the week.   The size of the Church itself would make possible both a 

worship area and an art space and/or coffee shop. 

Holy Trinity Queenborough is the smallest of the three churches and works closely with the 

community of the independent town of Queenborough.   This church is highly integrated with the 

Queenborough community and is focussed on good community relations and fund-raising for the 

rebuilding of the church vestry which is in a parlous state.  It is a small but growing church with a 

very friendly feel.  It is vital that the vestry problem is solved, so that the Christian community there 

can move beyond it, to further serve the community and proclaim the gospel in Queenborough, and 

reach out to Rushenden. 

Building Projects: All three buildings need urgent attention.   

 Queenborough, for the vestry, as mentioned. 

 Sheerness, for the floor subsidence and alterations for community usage of the building 

 The Abbey, reinstating the West door as the primary entrance, together with glazing the 

archway and tower for heat insulation, re-siting the vestry and co-joining the entrances of 

the church and hall enabling access to toilets.  NB The Abbey is a grade 1 listed building and 

a national monument. 

Ministry and leadership across the Benefice is currently provided by the following: 

 The Rev’d Paul Rush – Associate Vicar, with a ministry and calling to lead in mission and 

evangelism, particularly with reference to occasional offices.    He has considerable 

experience in training in witnessing, evangelism and apologetics and is a member of the 

Archbishops’ College of Evangelists.  He is currently acting as a de facto substitute 

incumbent. 

 The Rev’d Jeanette McLaren – Sheerness Town Centre Chaplain (half time), reaching out to 

the Town Centre trading community and to the arts community on Sheppey. 

 



 The Rev’d Cindy Kent (retired with PTO) 

 The Rev’d Chris Baker (a student counsellor with PTO) 

We have a part time parish administrator, Nestie and two half-time workers, Matt and Helene 

leading ‘Ignite’ at Holy Trinity Sheerness, a worshipping community of people on the margins of 

society.  The Ignite workers are funded for three years. 

We also have the following Authorised Local Ministers (ALMs) who are authorised to lead 

worship; Claire Beardsmore, Dan Beardsmore, Julie Palmer, Ashley Shiel and Mark Young. 

We have another ALM, authorised for pastoral ministry: Rowena Squire.  She is key to a 

bereavement support group that meets regularly. 

 

Occasional Offices 

The island has a more traditional view of Occasional Offices.  Baptisms take place as part of the usual 

round of Sunday Services, preceded by a preparation course for parents.  Weddings are frequent on 

Saturdays, particularly in ‘the season’, and are also becoming popular on other weekdays and 

sometimes Sundays.  There is a preparation event in January for couples intending to marry in the 

coming year and another in March focussing more on the marriage than the Wedding day.  We have 

good relations with the five or so Funeral Directors on the island, and with the Garden of England 

Crematorium, a short distance away on the mainland. 

Our parish administrator is key to keeping all this running well. 

Our intention is to find ways to be more directly evangelistic in all these opportunities, bearing in 

mind what is appropriate for each.  Appropriate literature and follow-up opportunities will be 

investigated and best practice from across the churches will be researched. 

Our new Incumbent will be audacious; excited by the continuing changes and challenges of 

our ministry here on the Island. 
         
      

 S/he will be able to co-ordinate and direct our various church and outreach activities. 

 S/he will be an experienced preacher and a teacher.   

 S/he will be comfortable with different styles of worship, valuing liturgy while remaining 
open to God’s Spirit. 

 S/he will have a pastoral predisposition, while valuing and promoting the ministry of those 
who have other gifts and characteristics 

 S/he will be intentional in promoting discipleship in everyone and everything we do as 
church 

 S/he will prioritise growing lay ministry and develop the work of our current ALM’s. 

 S/he will be able to support the work of the mission of the laity, enabling and encouraging 
participation from all three churches to reach out to all communities in the West of the 
Island. 

 S/he will help us to touch the lives and imaginations of more young people by involvement 
in local schools (particularly the church school): telling the story(ies) of God to fund their 
thinking and their dreams. 

 S/he will have a passion to enable our buildings to serve the mission of the church. 

 S/he will be organised and experienced in using digital communication technology.  



Some Statistics for the Parish of West Sheppey 

The population of the parish is 34,149 in an area of 20.2 square miles. (2011 Census) 

In overall deprivation, it ranks 752 out of 12,443. This means that the parish is among the 

6% most deprived parishes in the country, and among the two or three most deprived 

parishes in the diocese. 

The 2015 Index of Multiple Deprivation has Sheerness rated the parish as a whole as 31.7, in 

the 10% most deprived.  Queenborough and Rushenden are in the ‘most deprived’ category 

yet areas of Minster and Halfway are in the ‘less deprived than average’ category. 

The parish has a child poverty rating of 32% 

17% are in receipt of an out-of-work benefit (top 10% of the country). 

Life expectancy is 76 for men and 81 for women: slightly lower than the diocesan average. 

34% of pupils leave school with no qualifications 

Lone parenthood, at 32%, is slightly lower than the national average 

Ethnic diversity is low, at 6%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

from 2011 census.   
 
 
 

 
Note the large proportion who still count themselves ‘Christian’, even though ‘no religion’ was a 
category they could have chosen.  However, it is down from 76% in the 2001 census, and is now 
closer to the Canterbury Diocese average.   
 
The rise of the ‘no religion’ category shows that it is now the largest rival claim to Christianity in 
people’s religious adherence.  The 30.8% of people who have no religious adherence strongly 
outweighs the numbers that are active in their Christian faith (as indicated by church attendance). 
 

% aged 0-4 6.8 

% aged 5-17 16.7 

% aged 18-29 15.0 

% aged 30-44 17.6 

% aged 45-64 26.9 

% aged 65 and over 16.9 

% Christian 61.4  

% Buddhist 0.2 

% Hindu 0.2 

% Jewish 0.1 

% Muslim 0.6 

% Sikh 0.1 

% Other religion 0.3 

% No religion 30.8 

% Religion not stated 6.4 



 

 

Appendix A 

 

Minster Abbey 

 

Social Geography 

Minster Abbey is situated, geographically, in the centre and occupies the highest point of 

the island. The population of Minster area continues to grow with extensive housing 

developments to the south of the village and on ‘brown field’ sites around the area. 

Generally, within Minster there is a mixture of Housing Association and privately-owned 

accommodation with many of the new estates being occupied by ‘off the Island’ 

commuters. 

Minster Abbey is situated in the heart of the village overlooking the rest of the Island. 

Within the village there is a modest High Street with a post office and other basic amenities. 

There is a modest sized Co-operative super market nearby the Abbey. 

Worshipping Community 

The varied pattern of worship services are giving all 

age groups the opportunity to participate in the 

services. After the main Sunday services new comers 

to the congregation are able to familiarise themselves 

with the ‘regulars’ over refreshments.   This has 



expanded into a group of people sharing a simple lunch after the Sunday service.  

 

Church buildings 

Minster Abbey is not only a Grade 1 listed building founded in 664AD by Queen Sexburga as a 

nunnery; it is also a listed National Monument.  Having been badly damaged in the 9th 

century it was rebuilt in the 12th with an unusual arrangement of two adjacent ‘churches’, 

the Northern Church being for the nuns and the Southern Church for parishioners. The 

Southern Church houses the apparently famous de Northwode brasses dating from 1330 

and an interesting array of monuments dating from the 14th to the 16th century. The West 

tower, added in the 15th century, contains a ring of six bells. 

The Abbey has been identified by the Church of England as a ‘Major Parish Church’. 

The nearby buildings are Minster Abbey Hall lying to the north of the church and the 

historical Minster Gate House museum, which is privately owned, to the west of the church.  

Community Links 

Minster Abbey Hall is used by a Playgroup on weekdays, and also used for Women’s 

Institute and Mothers Union meetings. The Hall is generally available for hire for parties and 

various other organisation when needed. The extensive church grounds to the north of the 

Abbey are used as the site for an annual village fair that is run in conjunction with the civil 

parish council and the church.  

House Groups 

There are two house groups that meet weekly for bible study, one each for men and 

women.  The parish supports a Bereavement group, meeting twice a month held on 

Thursday mornings.  

Events 

During the year the Abbey is open for visitors in conjunction to the nearby Gatehouse 

Museum for inspection of the historical monuments and brasses in the church as well as for 

quiet prayer.  

Regular weekly coffee morning are held that 

attract a good number of the members of the 

congregation as well as an opportune time for 

visitors to be guided around the building.   

Money is raised for various charities. For 

example the Children’s Society, Mission Aviation 

Fellowship, tools with a mission and Crisis at 

Christmas. A deposit box for suitable long- life 



food is situated in the church to receive donations for the food bank at Sheerness church.  

 

Strengths and Weaknesses 

 There is a loyal, friendly, welcoming congregation willing to help out as required. However 

the weakness lies in strong leadership and guidance, a lack of young people and an aging 

congregation inhibiting achieving out aims.   

Issues and Concern 

 The Abbey congregation want to build on the occasional offices and provide deeper 

and stronger links, especially with the new communities being formed through the 

new housing.  
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Holy Trinity, Queenborough 

Social Geography 

Most of the housing within Queenborough is ‘Victorian styled terrace homes with a high 

proportion of them being association owned. An extensive 1100 new homes building 

programme is underway in Queenborough in a regeneration project of redundant factory 

land. 101 homes have recently been completed. 

Queenborough is served by a doctor’s, a dentist unit, post office, library and primary school. 

On the outskirts a new retail park has been recently built with a Morrison’s supermarket, 

Iceland, JD sports, Subway, KFC, and outlets from other national chains.    

Worshipping Community 

The normal pattern of worship at Queenborough alternates between communion services 

and Family Morning worship into which service are incorporate Baptisms. 



For special occasions, i.e. Flower Festivals, evening ‘Songs of Praise’ services are held. During 

the yearly cycle services such as Carol Services, Remembrance as well as more unusual 

occasions such as a service for those suffering the effects of Cancer in its many forms and an 

annual ‘Blessing of the Waters’ service held along the sea front.  

After the main Sunday services new comers to the congregation are able to familiarise 

themselves with the ‘regulars’ over refreshments.  

Community Links 

The church has close links and work in collaboration with the Guildhall Museum and other 

local heritage museum encouraging visitors and guided historical tours. The local school are 

encourage to take part in the Flower Festival and Christmas services. Strong links are 

maintained with local sailing and rowing groups the annual Blessing of the waters service 

which raises money for the Seafarers Mission. 

Various clubs and organisations use the Church Hall such as Brownie and Rainbow groups, a 

slimming club and a dog training club.  

Events 

A regular monthly ‘Chill, Chat and Companionship’ coffee morning is held in the church. 

During the year musical Queenborough has held musical concerts, mainly of a classical 

operetta style, in aid of raising funds to build a new vestry for the church 

Other events include holding a cake ‘Bake off’ to raise money for Cancer charities followed 

by an evening service; Christingle service with money raised for the Children’s Society.   

 

Church buildings 

The church and tower were built around 

1367 and has recently undergone an 

extensive £180,000 conservation and 

repair project paid for by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund and Friends of Kent 

Churches. The church ceiling is painted, 

believed to be by a Dutchman in about 

1698, portraying the firmament of the sky. 

Unfortunately the ceiling was damaged by 

the effects of smoke in a fire of the 

1930’s. Ideally the ceiling needs to be 

cleaned to make the church a very attractive destination for both tourists and the local 

people to visit. 



The brick Church Hall was rebuilt after the 1987 ‘hurricane’ and consists of a large hall, 

office space, lounge area storerooms, kitchen and toilet facilities. It is fully equipped and 

hired out most evenings and also used for church functions and social events. 

The church vestry is in dire need of demolition and we have plans and dreams of rebuilding 

a new vestry with kitchenette and toilets included.   

 

Strengths and Weaknesses 

There is a loyal, friendly, welcoming 

 congregation willing to help out as 

 required. However the weaknesses lies

 in strong leadership and guidance, a lack 

 of young people and an aging cong- 

 regation inhibiting achieving our aims.   

 

Issues and Concern 

The state of the present vestry. A rebuilt vestry would allow for an area for clergy to prepare 

for services, church records, and room for discussion and teaching groups and for a possible 

Sunday school. The improved facilities would allow for basic toilet and kitchen facilities to 

be directly available for church attendees. 

 

  



Appendix C 

 

Holy Trinity with St Paul, Sheerness 

Social Geography 

Sheerness consists of terraced housing around the older part of the town’s High Street while 

towards the southern end new housing estates predominate, dating from the 1950’s 

onwards.  Modest high rise flat/apartments have been built on sites of former cinemas. 

Much of the housing is owned by housing associations, some private rented housing is 

available and there are some owner occupiers.  

Worshipping Community 

The normal pattern of worship at Sheerness alternates between communion services and 

Family Morning worship into which service are incorporate Baptisms as required. 

After the main Sunday services newcomers to the congregation are able to familiarise 

themselves with the ‘regulars’ over refreshments.  

During the year the church hosts the towns’ Remembrance Service for the British Legion and 

uniformed organisations (Scouts, St John Ambulance, Sea and Air cadets etc.), after they 

have paraded from the town’s Cenotaph ceremony and wreath laying.  

Other services are held in the yearly cycle such as Christingle, Carol service etc. Special event 

service are sometimes held such as a service of thanksgiving for the arts. 

 



Community Links 

Holy Trinity Sheerness holds a Community café every Wednesday afternoon. While starting 

from a low number of attendees the café has now become very popular and valued space 

where over the years people have forged strong relationships and support ties.   

Sheerness has been identified by the diocese as a potential site for an Ignite project. The 

Ignite Service is a fresh expression of church originally developed in an area of social 

deprivation in Thanet, Kent.  The model has now been expanded in many churches across 

the diocese in similar situations of social deprivation and unemployment. Ignites’ overall 

aim is to build community by creating an environment where people are valued, accepted 

and enjoy being together. 

Two Ignite workers have been assigned to Sheerness for the next three years, these are 

Helen and Matthew Spocchia who have start an Ignite service in June ’19. 

Holy Trinity also hosts the town’s food bank. The food bank is run by church volunteers from 

the Abbey and the Salvation Army and well as Helen and Matthew as this gives them an 

opportunity to make contact with the local community. The food bank has been a crucial 

resource in our town community providing emergency food and support to people who are 

experiencing difficulties because of homelessness, benefit system changes and mental 

health issues. The food itself is donated by local individuals in drop-in boxes at churches or 

at the local Tesco supermarket and from schools. Some individual donation money which 

used for topping up utility meter keys or buy in bulk tins of vegetables etc. that are not in 

the donation packages. 

There is regular involvement by church members with a local FM community radio station 

which broadcasts from a former pavilion on the sea front.  

 Events 

The church provides a venue of occasional concerts, art shows as well as church school days 

when local schools visit the church for Easter/Christmas events and Harvest Festival 

services.   

Church Buildings 

The church was part of a church building programme in the 19th century. It was dedicated by 

the then Archbishop of Canterbury on 30th August 1836. The St Paul’s Church in Blue town 

was demolished in the early 1960’s and after a period of migratory travel final merged with 

Holy trinity so the parish became Holy Trinity with St Paul, Sheerness. 

The church has a single nave with an unusual feature. The pews slightly slope inwards to the 

aisle due to settling of the supporting structures under the floor of the church. There are 

upper rooms that are used for the food bank office and storage of the stock of long life food.  

 



 

Strengths and Weaknesses 

As with the other churches in the Benefice Trinity has a small and friendly congregation but 

it is aging with only a few younger members which restricts our ability to take on new 

projects and makes paying our way very difficult. 

Issues and Concern 

Development of the Ignite project and establishment of regular Ignite services 


