
THE BENEFICE OF EASINGTON, KEYINGHAM, OTTRINGHAM,
PATRINGTON, WELWICK AND WINESTEAD IN HOLDERNESS



Welcome from us all at the six churches!

Is God calling you here? We hope so! We really do welcome your interest and thank you for taking 
the time to read our profile which we have put together to help you understand our mission, our 
drive and our location.

We hope that after reading you will want to know more, and to come and join us. We start by telling
you about the Deanery of which we are a part. As you will read below, our Deanery is a good way 
on the road to change under the Diocesan “Developing the Deaneries” initiative and we are excited 
by the progress we are making on this.

We have then included some pages which will help you to understand how our Benefice works, 
where it sits geographically, and something of our joint church life and our aspirations for working 
together in the future.

From there you will read a little about our individual parishes and we hope you will be encouraged 
and drawn by what you read.

We pray for God to direct you in your calling, and if that is to our Benefice we will continue to pray
for you and will do all we can to give you the support you need to have a flourishing and fulfilling 
ministry here.



THE DEANERY OF SOUTH HOLDERNESS

Deanery Profile

This is a special place.  Jostling at one
extremity with the 2017 City of Culture,
the Deanery narrows between Humber
and North Sea until the remoteness of
Spurn Point brings the land to an end.
Here, in Larkin’s words, is “unfenced
existence”, a fertile land under big and
eternally changing skies.  A land of
vibrant and self-reliant communities,
their twenty-four churches witnessing to
a strong seam of faith and belief.

Those twenty-four churches are grouped into four benefices, created through a reorganisation which
began in 2009 in response to the need to reduce the number of stipendiary posts from seven to the 
four we now have.  In addition we have a House for Duty priest and a Deacon, both licensed to the 
Deanery, a Deacon licenced to a benefice, and a number of active retired priests who live in the 
Deanery.  The reorganisation was a turning point in the story of the Deanery opening the way for 
the laity to play a far more active part in all aspects of Deanery life.  

The introduction of an RPA course opened the door for over 20 people to be released into a variety 
of ministries, and recent courses on prayer have revealed a real thirst for the things of the spirit.  A 
well-established Deanery Choir is going from strength to strength in supporting our worship and we
have ambitions to use the power of music to draw people in by developing a youth choir and music 
group.  Under the experienced hand of our House for Duty priest we staged a Passion Play at two 
locations on the same weekend two years ago and again this year, an initiative for outreach that we 
may well repeat, alongside other creative projects yet to be revealed.

The most telling example of how well ordained and non-ordained ministers now work together 
within the Deanery has been our response to the Diocesan “Developing our Deaneries” initiative.  
There was such consonance between the ideas articulated in that and our own thinking, that we have
moved easily into a new way of working. 

The Deanery Standing Committee has been replaced by a Deanery Leadership Team (DLT) under 
the benign joint leadership of the Area and Lay Deans.  Every stipendiary incumbent is a member of
the DLT, along with our House for Duty priest, and you will be a member too.  There are six lay 
members of the team, and we are moving painlessly towards a state where the distinction between 
lay and ordained members of the DLT has become irrelevant in the way it conducts its business.  

In the same initiative the Deanery Synod has been re-vitalised and empowered, now holding the 
DLT to account, in particular for the preparation, implementation and refreshing of a Deanery Plan 
for Mission and Ministry.  Despite an overall decline in church membership we are in the business 
of stimulating growth, not managing decline or even accepting stability.

This is a Deanery that prays together, worships together, studies together and plays together; we 
need someone to whom that is an attractive environment to come and join us.  You, for example.



Benefice Profile

The benefice is a little known geographical area that draws
people to its tranquillity, wildlife, and big skies. Our six parishes
stretch along a line bordering the nationally important wetland
habitats of the Humber estuary, south east to the sandy beaches
of the Spurn Heritage Coast and Point where there is a prime
bird watching nature reserve managed by the Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust. Arable farming thrives on the Holderness boulder clay and
this defines the landscape. An increasing proportion of the
population consists of people who have moved into the area,
many from West and South Yorkshire, some attracted by its
affordability, and many because once tasted, it is hard to keep
away from this part of South Holderness. The small coastal
resort of Withernsea is a short drive away. There are frequent buses from Withernsea to Hull 
through Patrington, Winestead, Ottringham and Keyingham, and less frequently to Welwick and 
Easington, so that all the churches of the benefice are accessible by public transport.

Added to this are the beauty and historical interest of its six churches, which are all Grade 1 listed 
(as is the seventh, at Skeffling, sadly on the point of closure).  But the incumbency is no sinecure; 
there is a demanding task here. Church members are ageing, and few, and numbers are dwindling. 
Outreach is therefore a priority, to all ages, but with a clear need to attract younger people and 
families. Numerical growth is therefore essential. A priest with enthusiasm and passion is required, 
and energy where appropriate. We are not, however, just looking for activism, but for a leader who 
will take us forward spiritually, showing us new spiritual pathways, and focussing on developing 
the spirituality of the benefice.

There is much lay ministry going on. For the leader who recognises the scope of that lay ministry, 
and who is willing to receive our prayers and advice as well as to give them to us, we believe the 
incumbency here will be a delight, and we want our priest to be joyful and fulfilled. There will be 
enormous support offered, and there is competency and commitment in abundance:



• the benefice was united in the period 2011 to 2014, and has become well established

• each church is administratively self-managing

• churchwardens meet regularly and are mutually supportive; they take on the administrative 
and financial burdens, including those of historic buildings, and they help plan worship

• the five RPAs (authorised lay leaders), regularly conduct worship, baptism preparation, 
schools ministry, and social initiatives (and one is pursuing a possible vocation to 
ordination)

• the parishes are friendly and cooperate with each other, underpinned by quarterly benefice 
services and two partnerships, one of the parishes of Keyingham and Ottringham, and 
another of Patrington, Welwick, and Winestead, who regularly share Sunday morning 
worship at each other’s churches

• a retired hospital chaplain serves as an assistant curate, a Deanery Deacon provides 
occasional additional ministry, and a house for duty Deanery priest is an additional resource 
who has a part focus on particular areas of the spiritual life of the Deanery

• there is mutual support within a forward looking Deanery that encourages progressive action
and outreach and provides regular Deanery training for RPAs and others

We see our incumbent as the leader of a mostly lay team. That team will:

• support our priest in the missionary task. There is much incipient faith and residual faith 
among the people of this area, which often translates into a positive attitude to the church by
those who lack commitment to it. Presence evangelism is important, and the churches 
regularly organise fundraising and social events which give opportunity for the incumbent to
interact with people and become known. But many church members are growing in their 
understanding that they must themselves be the face of the Church and the presence of 
Christ in the community, and the Deanery (which is committed to a Deanery wide teaching 
ministry) is currently planning a faith sharing course

• exercise pastoral ministry, encouraged and equipped by our priest, both to the sick, troubled,
and bereaved, and also to the vulnerable and needy people found in all the parishes

• be open to new outreach initiatives both inside and outside the churches, as well as 
maintaining existing projects that are productive

There are challenges to be faced. The benefice stretches in a line with eleven miles between the 
endmost churches, but the roads are good and the vicarage is central. Some older members of the 
congregations find changes in worship and travel to joint services difficult. We are aware of the 
tension between the need to staff worship with few resources and the need to hold regular worship 
in the local church. Although the churches are self-managing administratively, there are financial 
challenges, and we need to underline the need for spiritual and numerical growth.

It would be easy to write off a rural benefice such as ours as unsustainable financially and 
spiritually, but there are over six thousand souls here with a need for Christ. His Body here is alive 
and well and wants only a spiritual leader with a desire to serve with enthusiasm and joy, a 
willingness to embrace rural ministry, and a passion for outreach; in order to enable that Body, with 
Christ as our head, not just to survive but to grow the kingdom and function as His Body should, 
with all its constituent parts, its various gifts, working together to make Him know in this 
captivating corner of His world.



Patrington Parsonage House

The hosue is an extremely spacious four bedroom detached family home that sits on a generous plot
in the village of Patrington. The village has many local amenities including a public house, coffee 
shops, convenience stores and several independent shops. Benefitting from double glazing, gas 
central heating a single garage the property comprises: Entrance hall, Study, Lounge, Dining Room,
Modern fitted kitchen with utility and access to garage. To the first floor there are four double 
bedrooms and a family bathroom with over bath electric shower.



St Patrick’s Church, Patrington

The Queen of Holderness

“There is no doubt about it, that inside and outside, the parish church of Patrington is one of the 
great buildings of England” (Sir John Betjeman); and Simon Jenkins chose St. Patrick’s  as the 
frontispiece for his book “England’s Thousand Best Churches”.  It is an exceptional church which is
truly internationally known.  The church is open daily to welcome visitors who come to experience 
its peaceful and prayerful atmosphere and enjoy the richness of the stone carvings both inside and 
out. Annual footfall is around 5,000 people.  Comments in our visitors’ book show most find the 
experience rewarding.

St. Patrick’s People

We, as the church family in Patrington, are looking for a new minister to provide spiritual 
leadership, winning new disciples to take our church forward into the future.   We have in place a 
dedicated and experienced team of volunteers who reach out into our community and also manage 
the day to day operation of the church.  They are mostly retired professionals, including 
accountants, engineers and teachers, capable and willing to deal with the Church’s administration.  
In addition to Churchwardens, PCC Secretary and Treasurer, we have a verger, four lay worship 
leaders, organist and choir.   Volunteer cleaners, sacristan, flower arrangers, caterers and other 
helpers all contribute to the smooth running of services and social events.  We are, however, mostly 
“Third Agers” and we need younger replacements and additions.   

St. Patrick’s PCC.
The PCC holds six scheduled meetings annually, with monthly scheduled Standing Committee 
meetings to manage the church’s affairs within PCC policy.  There are two active working groups: -

Outreach to plan and deliver community outreach and social events.  The separate Church Hall 
provides a venue for church meetings and social events and is available for hire to local 
organizations. 

Building Management  to deal with building-related matters and manage regular maintenance, 
as agreed with the Inspecting Architect.

We have a website www.stpatrickspatrington.org.uk and Facebook page St Patricks Church 
Patrington – authentic page with information about services and special events taking place.

http://www.stpatrickspatrington.org.uk/


Refreshments in the Church Hall      Building Management in action

The Church and its value to the community

People from the local community do come into the church for prayer and reflection but do not 
regularly attend Sunday services, an issue we would like to address. There is local pride in “our 
church”, with substantial attachment and goodwill in the parish, shown by support for church events
and the annual Gift Day. 
St Patrick’s was built under patronage of successive Archbishops of York on a scale and quality to 
rival smaller cathedrals and is recognised by the Church Buildings Council and Historic England as 
a Major Parish Church. This requires the PCC to develop a vision and plan for a sustainable future, 
and a Conservation Management Plan (summarised on the church website) is undergoing public 
consultation.  We hold realisable balances of around £100,000, but this is nowhere near enough to 
tackle the restoration and enhancements which are required, estimated at circa £2m overall.  Our 
aims are to gain from our local community the people we need to ensure St. Patrick’s continues as a 
place of Christian worship, and also to generate more support from wider national interests for the 
wonderful heritage, architectural and artistic resource our iconic building provides.
We have long-established links with the Patrington Primary Academy.  There are usually four 
school services annually; and in 2018 we involved the schoolchildren in designing the carving of 
artwork on a felled tree stump in the churchyard.  Other local organisations such as the WI, 
Brownies and Guides and Young Farmers utilise the church hall for their meetings.  The uniformed 
organisations have occasional services in church.  The annual Remembrance Service is supported 
by the British Legion branch.
Patrington is close to the city amenities of Kingston-upon Hull and Beverley, whilst enjoying a rural
and generally peaceful environment.   The Market Place provides local amenities and the active 
local community is committed to promoting and conserving the village.
If you’re good at reaching and growing disciples and want to help shape and deliver the future of a 
unique and highly valued Major Parish Church, you’re what we (and our community) need.  Please 
come and see us for yourself – you’ll be very welcome.

Summer Soiree. Carved artwork.



All Saints, Easington

Easington is a remote, rural village with around 600 residents and has two pubs, a modern, well- 
appointed community hall, and a Church of England primary school.
We recently lost our village shop and post office; the proprietors were ready for retirement but 
could not find a buyer.
The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust exists at Spurn Point. The area is a migration site for birds, also there 
are two static caravan sites at Easington and Kilnsea.
All Saints Church is a grade 1 listed building which is opened daily. We
work closely with a local history group in the village. They have
produced a publication about the building and help to keep the church
open for visitors on Sunday afternoons during the summer by putting on
exhibitions and helping with a rota to provide refreshments.
There are receiving facilities for gas from the North Sea and there is a
history of gas exploration which brought temporary working and a few
residents into the area.

Some residents still commute into Hull, but generally speaking the nature
of the population has changed over the years and some families now
experience work, transport and isolation issues.

Over the past ten years the church has lost
people of working age who have moved to other areas. The neighbouring 
village of Skeffling lost most of the church congregation and the church is 
being closed. Also the Methodist congregation in Easington dwindled to 
two members and a decision was made to close it. Thus the remaining 
members from Skeffling and the two Methodist ladies support All Saints 
Church.

To address the decline in church attendance due to ageing and social 
mobility, steps have been taken to reach out and engage with the local community. Thus we have a 
history of social events such as coffee mornings in the community hall and the church being used as
a venue for "folk and faith" concerts encouraging local groups and musical talent. This has resulted 
in baptisms and confirmations and we now run a monthly Chancel Cafe Communion service to 
encourage families- this normally draws between 17 and 25 people of all ages.

There is a close relationship with the school, developed by the previous head and the previous 
incumbent, together with a churchwarden who was deputy chair of the governing committee for a 
while. 
The ministry in Easington is currently driven mainly by four lay people, a
churchwarden who takes responsibility for two lay -led services,
Remembrance Sunday, and various other worship-related duties. The
other churchwarden ( of the husband and wife team) is an RPA
specialising in mission and runs a craft and faith club in the school,
confirmation workshops ( "Holy Habits") after school in the summer, and
an "Open the Book" team which contributes to collective worship in two
church schools. She also assists with communion, takes home
communions and does baptism visits. A third church member heads up
coffee mornings in the community, a harvest auction in the local pub and
brings prayer requests for healing from the local community back into
church. We like to think of her as our unofficial church social worker. The
fourth member is our treasurer.

Chancel Cafe 
Communion

Open the book

Holy Habits



On first Sundays we host a Methodist service with a worship leader provided from the South 
Holderness Circuit. The Withernsea Methodist deacon is part of the recently formed "Open the 
Book" team and demonstrates the particularly close relationship we have always had with the 
Methodist church.

We have reached a point where there are clear signs
of hope and growth, but also the reality of
diminishing resources in terms of people and funds
still remains a challenge for us. What we need from
a new incumbent is a fresh vision to build on the
good work that is currently taking place. To re-
imagine the worship space, the resources and the
opportunities. We long for a powerful work of the
Holy Spirit in our community, to bring people to a
deeper commitment to worship and fellowship. We
long for people to know Jesus and to respond to the
challenge of following him. We long for them to be
fired up by the gospel story in a such a life-
changing way that they feel compelled to tell others
and to draw them in.

Chancel Cafe 
Communion

Lentern Cross



St.Mary’s Church, Welwick

St.Mary’s church stands guard over the village as you enter from the west, with traffic lights 
ensuring that no passer-by can fail to be aware of its presence.  It is an 
intriguing Grade 1 listed building, a church very much the product of its 
community, and an important focal point for village life.  A priest is 
mentioned at Welwick in the Domesday Book, but not a church.
The earliest parts of the building we
have today date back to the 13th

Century, but it has been much altered, often in quirky ways.
The church is in a good condition, and we have been able to
keep pace with repairs.  It has a fine acoustic from which
occasional concerts benefit.  The layout of the nave pews
makes it very easy for service leaders to communicate with
the people, while the chancel has free-standing seating and is a beautiful, light and intimate place 
ideal for smaller scale services.

Architecturally, its crowning glory is a 14th Century tomb, possibly of 
William de la Mare, Provost of Beverley, which seems to have been 
produced by the same hands that created the Percy tomb in Beverley 
Minster.  But the church also has a colourful history with strong 
connections to the Gunpowder Plotters and to Mary Ward, the founder of 
the Congregation of Jesus and the Sisters of Loreto, who lived here until 

her mid-teens.
Welwick is a close-knit village with a population of around 250, a pub, a small shop and a well-
equipped Village Hall, converted from the Methodist Chapel.  The Hall is well used, with a weekly 
Pop-in coffee morning begun by the church, a gardening club, a work
club, an art club and a keep fit session, all well attended.  Various social
evenings, family and community celebrations take place in the Hall, and
there is a Vintage Rally in the village every October.

St.Mary’s has a communion service every
month, and we rotate a service with Patrington
and Winestead, also on a monthly basis.  There is a small but faithful 
congregation for the regular services, but much higher support from the 
community at Christingle, Christmas,
Easter and Harvest.  Smaller
congregations and fewer services mean

it is hard work to keep our heads above water, financially
speaking, and we have made a direct approach to the community
for financial support this year and last.  But even so we have
been able to meet our freewill offering commitment to the
Diocese.

Our next incumbent needs to be someone who is comfortable with the 
particular demands of rural ministry, and especially with the need to be 
immersed in the local community, a leader in outreach.  If you are such a 
person, you will find you are pushing at open doors.



ST. GERMAN’S CHURCH, WINESTEAD IN HOLDERNESS

  

St German’s Church Winestead (sometimes also known as St. Germain’s and St. Germaine’s) is
dedicated to St. German, Bishop of Auxerre in France (d.448 AD). This Grade 1 listed building
dates back to the early 12th Century, surrounded by fields and woodland, is set apart from the village
itself  off  the  main  A1033 road in-between the  village  of  Winestead  and Patrington,  known as
Winestead Lane.  
The rural village of Winestead is an attractive hamlet surrounded by open countryside and farmland
with a population of around 100.  It is part of the civil parish of Patrington, with whom we have
always  enjoyed  close  links,  which  has  a  combined  population  of  c.2000  (2011  census).   Our
churchyard is maintained with help from Patrington Parish Council.  There are no shops or facilities
in Winestead itself, all being nearby in Patrington one and a half miles away.  Children attend the C
of E primary school in Patrington and secondary school in Withernsea. 
 As Nikolaus Pevsner says in his ‘Buildings of England’, “the humble exterior does not prepare one
for the interests of the interior”.  A splendid interior with charming plain Jacobean pews and 18 th

Century panelling forming a dado round the church.  A spectacular perpendicular choir screen with
ornate tracery and fan vaulting.  Some good stained glass, the only remaining fragment of medieval
glass in Holderness.  Fine and interesting monuments including an important tomb chest.   The
building  and  interior  have  a  wonderful  romantic  atmosphere  and  history  adjacent  to  a  noted
medieval moated site.
   



   

The church is generally in good condition, having been re-roofed in the 1970’s and maintained
regularly since.  Our recent Quinquennial however identified the need to renew all lead flashing
with necessary improvements and redecoration.  There is an electrical supply and excellent heating,
but no water supply or WC.  The church is renowned for its atmospheric candle-lit services by 12
brass candle chandeliers. We are very proud of our beautiful and recently restored 19 th Century
Clementi chamber organ.
We host a number of group visits to the Church, many are literary who wish to visit the font in
which the poet Andrew Marvell was christened, his father being the Rector at the time.

We would like to see our Church grow.

Sadly,  in recent years,  due to old age and infirmity,  our small  band of regular worshippers for
regular Sunday worship has dwindled from five or six to two or three. A positive solution to this has
been the formation of our Trio Services with Patrington and Welwick, bringing our communities
closer together.  A Benefice Service is held about three times a year.
That said, the Church is very significant to our community, even for non-attendees, being the only
place where we can come together. We major on Special Services with good attendances which
include:  Christmas and Easter Eucharist, Midsummer’s Evensong with the Deanery Choir followed
by  Prosecco,  Savouries  and  Strawberries,  Harvest  Festival  with  wine  and  savouries  and  Our
Candle-lit Carol Service with mulled wine and mince pies which last year filled the church with
over 120 people!  

In the past seven years we have had six Marriages, five Baptisms and six Funerals.

We use the Book of Common Prayer (1662) at most Services.  There are 10 people on our Electoral
Roll, most of who live in Winestead, Patrington or nearby villages.  All are members of the PCC.
We have two PCC meetings a year.



We are proud that we have always without fail paid our parish share in full.   We generate sufficient
income to care for the fabric and pay our insurance premium.  We hold regular fundraising events to
support both the General Purposes and Fabric Funds. Our finances are in good health.  However, as
a result of our latest Quinquennial Report (2019) we shall need to raise £30K for improvements to
the roof and internal redecoration.  



Ottringham with Sunk Island Parish

St Wilfrid’s Church, Ottringham

The Grade I listed church stands on the west side of Sunk Island Road
opposite Main Street with its only shop/Post Office. St Wilfrid’s Church
stands in the village and still has its mediaeval aspect. The 18th century box
pews were entirely refloored in 1992. Heating is supplied by a new under-
pew heating system. The stained-glass East Window is by Stammers of
York and dates from 1948. There are three bells but only one should be rung
at once, although two are safely rung for weddings. A prioritised list of both
significant urgent repairs as well as less urgent work has been compiled as
part of the last Quinquennial Inspection 2017 and the PCC is now
formulating plans to raise grant funding to start the programme of works.
The churchyard is closed and maintained by the Parish Council together
with the burial ground immediately to the west. 

Holy Trinity Church, Sunk Island

Sunk Island Church was closed for public worship in the early 1980s when the two parishes were 
merged and is now a heritage centre. The churchyard is still open and fees come to the PCC. 
Occasional services are held at the Church by special arrangement.

The Church Congregation

The congregation at St Wilfrid’s is small but committed. The Electoral Roll stands at 11 and the 
average church attendance is eight. Special services do attract many more villagers. Non-church 
members have organised different special events, which are always well attended and supported by 
villagers. There is also a tradition of some joint services being held with the local members of the 
Methodist Church, although this has now ceased due to the local Methodist Chapel closing.

Church Services

The traditional style of services is generally central using
Common Worship and Mission Praise is used mainly for
hymns, although on very rare occasions Hymns Ancient
and Modern Revised is also used at the occasional service.
The Church Wardens of the Benefice are very good at
organising a service rota which meets the requirements of
all the parishes. At St Wilfrid’s Church we have a regular
pattern of both eucharist services led by either the
incumbent or one of the Assistant Curates. Other prayer
services are led by a Recognised Parish Assistant who is
also currently going through discernment for ordained local
ministry. A large proportion of our services are held jointly with our friends from St Nicholas’ 
Church, Keyingham with services alternating between the two churches and congregation members 
visiting each other’s church. This is a partnership which has flourished over recent years and has 
proved fruitful and supportive for both churches.

Ottringham with Sunk Island Parochial Church Council

The PCC includes Vice-Chairman, one Churchwardens (one vacancy at the current time), Secretary,
Treasurer, Synod Representative and one other member. It meets approximately four times a year. 
At the current time there are five individual congregation members who undertake all of the above 
roles.



Financial Information

The average giving in collections is between £5 and £10 per member of the congregation. Fund 
raising events are very well supported. The small congregation expend most of their time and 
energy in keeping the church and church building functioning and cared for. The Freewill Offer has 
been paid in full for many years and is currently £7,000. The working expenses of the last 
incumbent were shared in proportion to the size of each parish.

Village Charity

Ottringham Church Lands Charity (reg number 237183) derives its income from land left by a 
former rector, William Laundon Preste, in 1571 to be applied to repair the bridges to the Church, the
bell ropes, the fabric of the building and the upkeep of services. The current Charity Commission 
Scheme applies one half of the income to be paid to the PCC for the maintenance and repair of the 
fabric of the Church and subject thereto in the maintenance of the services and of the furniture of 
the Church. The remaining income is applied to the relief of need in the parish of Ottringham.

Ottringham Village

The village’s population is relatively static with about 500 adults and 70 children and young people 
under 15 years of age.  It has a mix of old and newer properties. There is bungalow complex for 
older residents which has a warden to help residents. The village is surrounded by farms but most 
people commute to work or are retired. The local Post Office also serves as the village shop, 
supplying newspapers and most household essentials. The Post Office also takes bookings for the 
Village Hall. There is a large playing field in the
village and there is play/amenity area for local
children. There is also a large allotment area, which
over recent years has been regenerated and is now
well-established. There is no school in the village
and most children attend primary schools in nearby
villages or Withernsea High School or South
Holderness Technology College. The village has
two pubs; one having a very popular Indian
restaurant and the other serving meals. The Watts
Arms is very supportive of the Church and hosts the
monthly and very popular St Wilfrid’s Community Lunch.

Village Hall

Sited alongside the A1033 Hull to Withernsea Road, the Village Hall is a brick building built in the 
1930s as a Church Hall with outside tennis court. This now provides an amply-sized car park. After 
a prolonged effort a Village Hall Charity was formed and the building leased from the PCC with 
certain rights of use by the Church safeguarded in the lease. The building is well used and hosts 
many groups and activities and special events. The upstairs room has been converted to provide a 
home for the Ottringham Computer Club. The Club provides a range of popular training courses for
computer users in and around the village.

What can we offer you?

A small but friendly and enthusiastic congregation who wish to grow and develop the Church 
within the village and surrounding area;

•  A financially competent parish;
•  A parish with plans for future growth;
•  A congregation who wish to develop  new ideas for the types of services we offer;
•  A congregation that is excited by the prospect of what we could achieve in the future and 

who want to ensure that our beautiful old Church is well used.

Community lunch at Watts Arms Ottringham



St Nicholas’ Keyingham

Keyingham Village
The Village of Keyingham is substantial in size with a 2,300 population and is located on the main 
Hull/Withernsea road (A 1033) that dissects the South Holderness countryside. It is the most 
westerly of the parishes within the benefice. Most people who live in the village and surrounding 
area and are in employment work in agriculture, chemicals, local ports, haulage and professional 
services. About 60% of the population is retired. The housing is predominantly owner-occupied.

The Church and the Community
There are 28 names on the Church Electoral Roll,
all of whom live in the parish.
Whilst our congregation has declined over the
years we are maintaining an attendance of about
fifteen worshipers at our regular services and
significantly more at special services including
our Songs of Praise, Remembrance, Christingle
and Christmas services.
This year we held a mid week service to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the D Day
landings and combined this with our flower
festival.

Every year Keyingham School perform their unique version of 
the nativity with the Church full to capacity. For the rehersal on 
the previous day we host the entire school, pupils and staff with 
over 200 in attendance.
Our activities are organised by an incredibly hard-working and 
enthusiastic team of people. These events are very successful in 
bringing together the local Churches and the village community 
with many individuals, families and organisations actively 
participating in the life of the Church.

Worship - We use the Ancient
& Modern New Standard
hymn book and Mission
Praise. Our tradition sits
between high and low,

however our congregation are open to change and understand
that this is necessary to grow the Church. In recent times we
have shared services, usually twice a month, with St Wilfrid’s at
Ottringham and this strengthening relationship is very much to
the benefit of both Churches. The “House for Duty” retired
clergyman lives in Keyingham Vicarage and assists in the churches across the deanery.



St Nicholas PCC
Our PCC holds four scheduled meetings annually and comprises a vice chair/treasurer, secretary, 
gift aid secretary and four other members. This includes the two Church Wardens. We also operate a
sidespersons rota.
Finances
St Nicholas’ is in a financially sound position.  We recently sold the Church Room in the village and
the net income from that sale is ring-fenced for planned reordering of the Church
 including under pew heating, low energy lighting, and a permanent sound system, we only have a 
temporary installation at present.
A fund raising group reformed earlier this year
with the specific objective of financing a 
kitchenette and disabled toilet facility and in the
few months that they have been in existence they
have gained significant support.
We have 26 parishioners who give through planned
giving and 18 of those give through Gift Aid. We
pay our Freewill Offering in full and increase our
offer, albeit modestly, year on year.

The Church Building

The Church building dates from the twelfth century. There has been a recent lead theft from the 
porch roof and work is in hand to rectify this but other than that there are currently no significant 
outstanding repairs listed in the 2017 Architect’s Quinquennial Inspection Report other than the 
electrical installation inspection and testing that will be updated when the planned new heating 
system is installed.

The Future
We believe that our planned re ordering of the Church is essential to open up the Church to the 
community and reestablish the relationships we had with other village groups that was lost when, 
for economic reasons, we had to dispose of the Church Room.



And finally…….. 

We hope that after reading about our Benefice you will discern a desire in us to move forward, to 

grow and to do God’s will in our communities. We hope that what you have read has prompted a 

calling for you to come here and lead us in ministry and mission. We recognise that working in a 

multi-parish benefice has its challenges, but it also presents opportunities for growth in different 

directions, by varying means, and with greater support. There is a real desire to spread the Word of 

God in our communities, and for us to work together in love and fellowship in that purpose. We 

pray that you will trust God to lead you wherever you can serve Him best; if that brings you to our 

Benefice, then we look forward to working with you and serving God together to the glory of His 

name. 
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