TEAM PROFILE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A
HOUSE FOR DUTY TEAM VICAR
TO SERVE THE VILLAGES OF IPSDEN AND NORTH STOKE
WITHIN THE LANGTREE TEAM MINISTRY

The Appointment

The Bishop of Dorchester and the Team Rector are seeking to appoint a Team Vicar to
serve two of the rural parishes which make up the Langtree Team Ministry. The Langtree
Team is in a large area of outstanding natural beauty and lies at the southern end of the
Chilterns. Itis in the Henley Deanery and the Dorchester Archdeaconry of the Diocese of
Oxford. The villages lie in an ancient woodland area once known as Langtree, with Reading
to the south (about 12 miles), Henley-on-Thames to the east (about 10 miles) and
Wallingford to the northwest (about 3 miles).

The Team was formed in 1981 with Checkendon, Stoke Row and Woodcote. In 1993 it was
enlarged to include the parishes of Ipsden and North Stoke with Mongewell. The Team was
further enlarged in 2003 to include the parish of Whitchurch and Whitchurch Hill. The
combined electoral roll (2019) for our parishes was 308.

The Teamds complete ministerial staff has
Row, a stipendiary Team Vicar at Woodcote and non-stipendiary Team Vicars on a house-
for-duty basis serving (a) Ipsden and North Stoke and (b) Whitchurch and Whitchurch Hill.
There is a licensed Reader, a non-stipendiary Team Pastor and a part time Administrator.

The Langtree Team staff provide support for the parishes in developing their response to
local ministry needs. Churchmanship across the parishes is central and unfussy.

Each parish in the Team has its own churchwardens and PCC. Each appoints two
representatives to the Team Council which meets quarterly. Parishes contribute funds to
cover the expenses of the Team, in particular for the staff, team office and parish requisites
but in every other way the parishes are financially independent of each other. Each parish
maintains a church building and churchyard, the parish quotas are paid in full and all
buildings are in good order. The Team Office at Stoke Row has copying and printing
facilities, and the paid Administrator is available to assist all the ministry team in the desk
bound aspects of ministry.

Our website and facebook pages give a good perspective on the ministry we share.

www.langtreechurches.org www.facebook.com/langtreechurches
The Team's main priorities are the provision of worship on a regular basis at each of the
member churches and pastoral care that is both realistic and appropriate. There are many
opportunities for Christian witness and fellowship in the communities that we serve, and the
Team Council encourages an adaptable, creative response to these by PCCs and staff team
members.

Whilst the House for Duty vacancy will be primarily involved with parochial ministry in Ipsden
and North Stoke, the Team staff are expected to be flexible in their approach to ministry, so
that, for example, holiday leave or other absences may be covered elsewhere in the Team.
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St Mary's Ipsden and St Mary's North Stoke.

The Street, Ipsden.

I[psden

The village is part of the Chiltern AONB landscape with rolling hills, woodland and large
mixed/arable farms. It is a working community of about 300 people. There is the last
remaining post office in the Team area which is the hub of the village. The hamlet of Hailey
falls within the parish and includes the popular King William pub with its magnificent views
across the Chilterns. The local economy is mainly agricultural, but also within the village
there are several thriving small businesses. There is a private nursery school, a well-
supported cricket club, Village Hall and website. www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

Church members produce "The Window", a monthly newsletter for both Ipsden and North
Stoke parishes.

Lift up your eyes and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. Jn 4:35



http://www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk/

St Mary's Ipsden

The parish church of St Mary the Virgin seats 120 and the churchyard is well cared for. The
chancelismai nt ai ned by St Jo h fmhg €hurCoHlettaalRoll sadsdtr i d g e .
41. The average Sunday attendance is about twenty-one.

The Church dates to the 12" Century. The church bells (1592 and 1801) and the organ
(1896) have both have been thoroughly overhauled and restored this year.

A project is under way to install a WC with disabled access in the Church, and construction
is planned to start in the second half of 2019.

Ipsden is an artistic community. The St Mar y 6 s
Players is a lively and enthusiastic church based

drama group, who have staged an annual village
pantomime for more than 15 years; and the PCC has
an active Entertainments Committee. Music is an
important part of worship at St Mary®, and the current
PCC Secretary also serves as Music Director. Three
organists are available, one has achieved FRCO, and
there is a very competent choir.

Team clergy are often invited to participate in

village entertainments, especially the Pantomime
and in the summer, Music at the Long Barn.

The church hosts monthly Coffee Mornings in the
Village Hall, popular Sunday afternoon Tea
Concerts, and occasional Art and Craft exhibitions.

Mr & Mrs Bunn bring a little jollityé



North Stoke & Mongewell
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‘ Northtoke

Only two miles away from Ipsden, North Stoke is very much a Thames-side village. The
Ridgeway footpath runs through the village and churchyard so St Mary's church is regularly
visited by walkers. North Stoke is popular for its peace and quiet, as the older part is in a cul-
de-sac without any through traffic. It has attracted a combination of commuters travelling to
London from Goring station and those in retirement.

North Stoke is currently a parish of about 200 people with a village hall and a golf course,
but this is set to increase with the anticipated development of the Carmel College site in the
hamlet of Mongewell.

The 13" century flint church of St Mary with its uniqgue medieval wall paintings seats up to
100 people and the churchyard is well maintained. St Johns College, Cambridge are
responsible for the maintenance of the chancel. The Church is managed by two
Churchwardens who live in the village. The typical congregation is between 8 and 12 but
there is very strong community support for festival services, notably Easter, Harvest and
Christmas, with a full house for the annual Nine Lessons and Carols service. The Electoral
Roll has 25 members.

There is an active Playgroup, a Book Club, Beavers and a Village Quiz team that represents
both villages in the South Oxfordshire Village Quiz League. There are regular social
evenings in the Village Hall. There is also a coffee morning on the first Tuesday of every
month which is a good opportunity for all to meet up on a regular basis, hosted by different
village members.
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Walkers along the Ridgeway pass the church doorof St M a MoxthdSsoke.
St Maryds does not currentl y havAllenelettricoorggnani st , @
Music in worship is provided by a digital hymnal, operated withaniPad. Li ke St Mar yods
Ipsden, we use Hymns A&M new standard edition. We also enjoy singing!

The building and churchyard are in good order. Both churchyards at Ipsden and North Stoke

are open.

Interior of St Maryo6s North Stoke.



