The Akeman Benefice
In the Deanery of Bicester and Islip

Parish Profile 2019

From the Bishop and the Archdeacon of Dorchester
A warm welcome to this beautiful part of Oxfordshire! We are delighted to present this profile for the post of
Associate Priest in this benefice. This is a House for Duty post, working with the Rector, The Rev’d Gareth
Miller, and the ministry team, for 2 days plus Sundays across the benefice, in return for occupation of a house
in the benefice and reimbursement of agreed expenses. There is some flexibility in how this might work,
depending on your own circumstances, gifts and experience, and how they might fit alongside those of
ordained and lay colleagues serving God in a diversity of ways in the benefice. Gareth is very happy to have a
conversation if you would like to explore this further before putting in an application
(akemanbenefice@gmail.com or 07974 843692).
If you are the kind of priest who enjoys engaging with rural village communities, offering sensitive pastoral
care, good liturgy and worship, working collaboratively as part of a team, and has an ability to engage people
with Christian life and worship, we would love to hear from you. As you will have seen in the advert, there is
the possibility of helping with Christian formation and education, or work with families and children, though
you may have other gifts that could be used creatively here.
The following pages explain more about the wider context of the diocese and deanery, and will give you a
flavour of the character of this benefice. This is an exciting time to come and be part of our life, mission and
ministry, as we seek together to become a more Christ-like Church. Do be in touch if you would like a
conversation with either of us, or for further information.
With every blessing as you seek to discern where God may be calling you to serve in your ministry.

The Diocese of Oxford
The Diocese of Oxford is the Church of England in Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Milton Keynes.
Together, we are the Church, called and sent by God as disciples of Jesus Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit.
We are a living, growing network of more than a thousand congregations, chaplaincies and schools.
Together, we are called to be more Christ-like: to be the Church of the Beatitudes: contemplative,
compassionate and courageous for the sake of God’s world.
Together, we work with God and with others for the common good in every place in one of the great
crossroads of the world.
Together, we are called to proclaim the Christian faith afresh in this generation with joy and hope and love.
Together, we are called to dream dreams and see visions of what could be, and see those visions come
to birth.
The Common Vison focal areas are:
• Making a bigger difference in the world and serving the poor
• Planting new churches and new congregations
• Serving every school
• Putting discipleship at the heart of our common life
• Sharing faith and growing the church
• Children and young people

The Deanery of Bicester and Islip
From the Area Dean: The Rev’d Gareth Miller (also Rector of the Akeman Benefice)
Thank you for considering this ministry opportunity in the Deanery of Bicester & Islip. It is a deanery of
contrasts, comprising large tracts of rural Oxfordshire, the fast- expanding and innovative town of Bicester,
a number of large villages equipped with schools and shops, and many smaller less well-equipped
communities. As in every place, it is the people who make this area come alive: a mixture of locals who value
their deep roots and newcomers who have arrived for work, or appreciate the good transport links, or want
to retire in pleasant surroundings close to the city of Oxford. Community spirit is alive and well. There is a
surprising amount going on even in the smallest villages and our churches are rising to the opportunities that
surround us.
The deanery is made up of five sizeable benefices: Bicester, Akeman, Cherwell Valley, Ray Valley and
Shelswell. The five rectors play a leading role in the life of the deanery and offer one another prayerful and
practical support in addition to the fellowship provided by the wider chapter. We are looking forward to
welcoming a colleague who can help shape the future of the churches and communities of the Akeman
Benefice and who will enjoy the sense of team spirit we have developed across the deanery.
Our Deanery Plan is based around some shared values:
•
•
•
•

staying close to Jesus and walking in ministry at his pace
letting go of what we want to make space for what God wants
looking for and celebrating signs of resurrection amidst difficulties
responding to the call to build and rebuild communities of faith

Please be in touch if there is anything you’d like to discuss: 01869 350224 or akemanbenefice@gmail.com

The Benefice
Our local potter gives a demonstration during a Family Service

Setting:
We are a grouping of seven supportive, open-hearted rural parishes just north of Oxford, with a population of
just over 4000. There are three excellent church primary schools in the benefice and good secondary schools
in Bicester, Woodstock and Kidlington. We have an attractive, easily-maintained, four-bedroomed, modern
house in one of the villages. The benefice has very good access to the road and rail network - the A34 and
M40 both run through it - and there is a fast train service to London Marylebone from nearby Bicester or
Oxford Parkway.
It is a rural benefice consisting of mainly mediaeval churches. Most church buildings have undergone partial or
complete modernisation and re-ordering, or are in process of doing so, with teams of lay people planning and
fund-raising for the projects. Currently all parishes are paying their parish share. All the churches have open
churchyards.
The four-bedroom house, with child-friendly garden, is in Chesterton. There is a collegial and happy Ministry
Team consisting of a Rector, an LLM, two retired priests and a Children's and Families' Co-ordinator. There is a
benefice treasurer and two administrators. The three Church of England primary schools (in Bletchington,
Chesterton and Kirtlington) are visited weekly by the Ministry Team and have an excellent relationship with
the benefice; work with the children is producing encouraging results. All three hold services in church from
time to time, as does a private school, Bruern Abbey, in Chesterton.
There is a spirit of optimism throughout the parishes; relations between the various parishes are very friendly
and co-operative: the small youth club and Messy Church (which happens monthly except in summer) are
examples of joint enterprises. A recent PCC Away-Day has helped to discern priorities and propose some
changes for future mission and ministry.

In most villages there is a considerable fund of goodwill towards the church among those who seldom or
never attend it, and many people support both the church building and the church community financially and
practically.
Demographically the villages contain a good mixture, both socially and by age. In every community there are
people who have lived here all their lives; older people who have moved here in retirement; young families,
often with both parents working. Some villages are also served by buses to Oxford and Bicester. Most people
commute to work either by car or bus, or by train to London and other areas. There are some small businesses
in the villages and also some individuals who work from home.
Collaboration: The Associate Priest (HfD) would work in collaborative partnership with the Rector, who is
also Area Dean. He/she would not expect to be burdened by too much in the way of administration. Both
priests, and all the team, have a ministry across the benefice, without specific geographical responsibilities.
Services: A range of services is found across the benefice - some traditional, others not; there is a general
willingness to try new ventures. On one Sunday a month the only service is a benefice service which rotates
round the parishes. Several small prayer groups or study groups across the benefice are attended by people
from various parishes.
Finance: Our financial structure aims to provide a simple, transparent and achievable way of managing our
costs as a benefice. Each parish pays its Parish Share directly while a monthly contribution is made to benefice
running costs. In 2018 the totals were Share £61,196, Team Expenses £9,871. This will rise in 2019 as we take on
extra administrative support. Clergy expenses are met in full.
Safeguarding: We have a Safeguarding Officer for the Benefice. All members of the ministry team and those
who have responsibility for children or vulnerable adults are cleared by the Disclosure and Barring Service
(DBS). Church officers (eg Churchwardens and PCC members) are aware of the significance of safeguarding
and the availability of training. We are currently seeking to encourage wider training across all PCCs in order
to promote good practice and the ethos of a safer church.
GDPR: All our parishes are adopting an agreed Benefice-wide GDPR policy.
Map of the approximate area of the Akeman Benefice

The House
The modern four-bedroomed house is conveniently situated in the centre of the village of Chesterton, near
the church, school and pub. It is less that two miles to Bicester with all its facilities. The house will need
some redecoration and other improvements. A resettlement grant is also available to the person taking up
this post.

Person Specification
If you are a prayerful priest who ….
can help deepen and enrich our spiritual life…
has the ability to engage people with Christian life and worship…
enjoys giving pastoral support to people of all ages…
is at ease with different styles of worship and churchmanship…
understands village life and will enjoy participating in it…
might help develop Christian education and formation…
we would love to hear from you!

Our strengths:
A faithful nucleus
Each church recognised as a focal point within its community
The villages show considerable goodwill towards their churches
All the congregations are friendly and welcoming
Major services (eg Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Christmas) are well-attended in most villages
There are various small prayer/study groups in the benefice
The Ministry Team is supportive, hard-working and creative
The different congregations come together in various ways, including a monthly benefice service
The three church schools are very co-operative
There is an openness to change, development and experimentation
One fully re-ordered church building can be used for a variety of purposes

Our needs:
Care for the pastoral needs of the parishes
More people drawn into the worshipping life of the church
Development of village interest and goodwill into active involvement with more areas of church life
Further development of work with children, families, and younger people
Encouragement of further co-operation and fellowship between the congregations
Better use of IT and social media to communicate with the public at large

We are looking for someone who…
•
•
•
•

is warm-hearted, intelligent, with good inter-personal skills
might take on a specific brief, depending on your gifts and experience
is a team player and enjoys sharing worship and ministry
has strong liturgical skills and is a thoughtful and sensitive preacher

We are very open-minded about the kind of person we are looking for, and do not expect you to be able to
tick every single box! We are also realistic about the scope of House-for-Duty ministry, and recognise that
you will not be available all the time and may need to work in another capacity on the other days.

Current service pattern (under discussion):
Sunday 6 January
Chesterton
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Middleton Stoney
Kirtlington

0800
0915
1100
1100
1100
1600

Epiphany
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Young Families’ Service
Morning Worship
Family Service

Sunday 13 January
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Weston o/t Green

0915
1100
1100

Epiphany 2
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service

Sunday 20 January
Kirtlington
Middleton Stoney
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Weston o/t Green
Chesterton
Kirtlington

0800
0915
0915
1000
1100
1500
1800

Epiphany 3
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Family Service
Holy Communion
Café Church
Evening Prayer

Sunday 27 January
Chesterton
Kirtlington

1030
1600

Epiphany 4
UB Holy Communion
Messy Church

These services are shared among the Ministry Team. The HfD priest would normally be expected to take one or
two services per Sunday.

Annual services/events:
Ash Wednesday: Holy Communion with imposition of ashes
Lent Lectures by good speakers
Palm Sunday: procession with hymn singing
Maundy Thursday: Holy Communion with foot-washing
Trinity Sunday: Lamb Ale service in Kirtlington (traditional event with a morris jig danced during the service)
Summer: Open-air benefice service on Bletchingdon Green
Summer: Songs of Praise
All Souls’ Day: services in several parishes
Advent Quiet Day
plus many others……..

St Giles, Bletchingdon (population c950)

Bletchingdon parish includes the main village and the two outlying hamlets of Enslow (which is home to a
small houseboat community) and Heathfield (which includes a nursing home). The village is socially mixed
comprising a wide range of properties. Bletchingdon is expanding with 60 homes nearing completion. The
new development includes a medium-sized supermarket. Although the village has a stable population, many
people having lived here all their lives, it has embraced these new developments with enthusiasm.
The village boasts a splendid new village hall and primary school housed in the same building. The school was
assessed as "good" by a recent OFSTED. There is a thriving Sports and Social Club and a pub that has recently
re-opened. Bletchingdon has a strong sense of community with a number of clubs and organisations and
regular village activities.
The Church of St Giles is believed to be 800 years old. It is not situated in the centre of the village but is within
easy walking distance and has good parking. The church was renovated in 2000 with a new stone floor,
heating, lighting, kitchen and a toilet. The recent quinquennial inspection revealed no serious concerns. The
bells have been re-hung and we are grateful to our enthusiastic team of ringers.
Our Parish Share is paid in full. We have a successful 'Friends of the Churchyard' scheme which, together with
an annual contribution made by our Parish Council, covers all costs (gate repairs, grass cutting, etc.) Our small
committed congregation increases significantly at the time of festivals and there is a lot of good will and
support from within the village. In addition to regular church services there is a weekly morning prayer group
in the village hall.

St Mary the Virgin, Chesterton (population c900)

The Parish of Chesterton lies in the east of the benefice some two miles from the market town of Bicester, the
fastest-growing town in the UK. Bicester is also on the map for the world-renowned "Bicester Village"
designer outlet. Much of the land between Bicester and the village has been designated for housing. The new
estate of Kingsmere on the Chesterton side of Bicester is growing and there are expected to be something
over a thousand new dwellings in place over the next few years. Chesterton, and the area around it, is in the
process of great change. One new estate of housing is nearing completion and further housing development
is under way.
The Church of St. Mary sits on one of the first Roman roads in Britain, Akeman Street, from which the name of
the benefice is taken. The church itself sits in a conservation area, and dates from the 13th century. It is in
good structural order although in need of redecoration. We do not have a kitchen or toilet but plans to
remedy this are at an advanced stage.
Financially, Chesterton has been able to hold its own up to now and has a restoration fund. It has always
managed to meet its Parish Share. The village itself boasts a thriving church school, an independent school
(Bruern Abbey), a friendly pub, a restaurant and hotel, a golf course and country club, cricket and football
grounds and a brand new community centre with an excellent play area. A café-style church is held once a
quarter.
The service pattern fits in with the general benefice monthly pattern and includes one 8.00am HC using The
Book of Common Prayer and one 11.00am HC CW per month. There is a family-friendly service we call
'Chesterton Praise,’ and we also have on the first Sunday a service designed for very young people
'Chesterton Young Families'. Sue Ashdown, with a team of helpers, has managed this very popular service for
the last 20 years. A well- attended prayer group on Tuesdays is very ecumenical with a promise of coffee and
cake afterwards in the local pub.

St Giles, Hampton Gay (population c25)

Hampton Gay is one of the smallest villages in Oxfordshire, with just five houses, one halfway down a narrow
lane and the rest, including a working farm, clustered together at the end of the lane. The church stands on its
own across a field as most of the houses that used to be in that field fell into disrepair many years ago. The
church dates back to the 1770s, although the site is much older and there is a memorial on one wall dating
back to Elizabethan times.
As the church has no electricity or heating, services are restricted. Services are on the first Sunday of the
month from May to October and we also hold a benefice service during that period. A highlight of Christmas is
our carol service on the first or second Sunday of December.
We tend to get a reasonable turnout, usually around 20 people to most services, although the carol service is
often packed out with standing room only. We manage to pay our parish share and keep our head above
water financially. Our recent quinquennial report has identified some major work to be done and we hope to
give the church a thorough facelift in the next year or two. All the small jobs for the church are done
voluntarily by parishioners, including maintaining the churchyard, flowers, cleaning, etc.

St Mary the Virgin, Kirtlington (pop c1000)

Kirtlington is a lively and friendly village with a strong sense of community. The church is fortunate in that,
while attractively situated on the edge of the built-up area, it has a central position in the village, so that paths
through the churchyard in all directions are in constant use. It is always open by day, and the underfloor
heating which is kept running throughout the colder months means it is warm enough for use at all times, so
non-churchgoers as well as churchgoers use it as a place to sit quietly and pray or think. Families with small
children also sometimes come in to visit the children's corner. The church is visited as a place of interest by
both locals and tourists. The building is much loved by the village, and the congregation receives a good deal
of help, both financial and practical, from other villagers.
St. Mary's is the oldest and largest of the benefice churches, with mediaeval nave and side-chapel, and a good
quality chancel restoration by Gilbert Scott. It has a fine ring of 8 bells and a team of ringers. A recent re-order
has introduced a water supply and disabled-access lavatory; underfloor heating in the nave; radiators in the
chancel and side chapel; a children's corner and new storage space. Pews in the nave have been replaced by
fine chairs, some upholstered, others stackable on trolleys; a new lighting system has been installed with
complete rewiring. There is a new modern sound system. The church is now used also for a variety of
community events. The churchyard is open, and arrangements are being made for a future extension. The
parish share is paid in full.
Outreach to the village includes a monthly coffee morning in the pub for the old and lonely, which is popular.
We raise money regularly for Swanland School in Nairobi. Other charitable initiatives include a Harvest Lunch.
The village has a shop with post office and tea-room, pub, hotel, large village hall, sports field, children's play
area, golf club with restaurant attached, polo ground, nature reserve in former quarry, and buses to Oxford
and Bicester.

All Saints’, Middleton Stoney (population c330)

Middleton Stoney is a village on the B430 with an hotel, a restaurant, a firm of agricultural engineers and a
flourishing village hall. There are several children here, but no school now. Most of the people who live here
are professionals, some young, a good few retired.
All Saints' is in origin Norman, with additions up to the early C19. It stands in Middleton Park, some 400m from
our crossroads and about 500m from a fine 1930s country house, named from its park and designed by
Lutyens for the Earl of Jersey, but now divided into flats.
The PCC maintains All Saints' with annual grants from the Parish Council and the Jersey Trust towards
churchyard mowing. The church finances are sound. Plans for the provision of a WC and servery and a general
refurbishment of the church are well under way.
We have two services each month, an informal one on the first Sunday and a Communion service on the third.
We have extra services for the major festivals and from time to time the benefice service. An intercessory
group from several of our parishes is held every Monday morning. The congregation, though small, is
committed, with an electoral roll of thirty-two.
The tower houses a ring of six bells, popular with visiting ringers and rung for our services and for some
weddings and funerals.

St Giles, Wendlebury (population c425)

Wendlebury is a small village of circa 180 households, close to junction 9 of the M40 and the ever-growing
town of Bicester. The population is a mixture of families and older people as house prices fetch a premium.
This is due to the exceptional location of the village - the M40 on the doorstep means access to Birmingham,
the South Coast and London are all achievable in well under an hour. In addition a brilliant train service into
London (45 minutes on a fast train) provides an appealing location for commuters. Many children attend the C
of E School in Chesterton and then go on to the C of E Marlborough School in Woodstock.
The village is a vibrant and highly social village with 3 ‘pillars’ of the village – Pub (The Lion), Village Hall and
the church. The Lion pub was re-opened in July 2015 after a 12- month refurbishment and draws many people
from the area into the village. The village hall provides a central hub for many of the activities in the village
and other than rental income, the Village Club put on various events across the year to raise funds to
continually improve the facilities. A group of villagers have formed a fund-raising team for the church and our
parish share is paid in full. We have recently completed repairs to the stonework and a refurbishment project
is under consideration.
Our church has a small but faithful congregation. The current cycle of services provide a traditional Holy
Communion on the first Sunday of the month at 9.15 and a family service on the third Sunday.

St Mary the Virgin, Weston on the Green (population c520)

Much of Weston on the Green has been designated a conservation area and in recent years fought off a
proposal for an eco-town development of around 15,000 houses. But further development is envisaged and
some new building is already under way.
The village has two pubs, the Manor Hotel and two very successful cafes on either edge of the village; the
Milk Shed on the Southern edge and the Old Flight House antiques and interiors centre to the northern edge
where there is also a small business park opposite the airfield which is used for military parachute training as
well as private parachuting and gliding clubs.
Weston on the Green has a village shop and post office, which also serves surrounding villages, and a wellmaintained village hall which is very active in the community. The village school was closed some years ago,
though there are still a good number of families in the village who attend schools in neighbouring villages or
Oxford . It has a number of valued societies and committees which generate a great number of events for
villagers to attend bringing the community spirit of the village to the fore. This has been enhanced lately by
the PCC organising a series of events for the 'Roof Repair Fund' These range from a black tie dinner in Church
on the eve of Remembrance Sunday to cabaret, race and quiz nights along with concerts and a real ale
festival.
The Parish Church of St Mary is in the centre of the village. The tower is Norman and the church was rebuilt in
the 18th Century after much of it had fallen down. In recent years two back pews were removed to create a
Welcome Area, the vestry was reorganised to accommodate a disabled-access WC and a vestry making the
church more accessible to host events and the five bells were restored. We are working on finding a team of
bell ringing enthusiasts so we can hear the bells chime more often than they currently do. The church has a
group of willing volunteers, even though not all of them are regular worshippers, who see to its maintenance
with well-organised rotas for cleaning, flowers and the upkeep of the churchyard. A welcome pack is given to
every newcomer to the village.
There are generally two Sunday services a month, Holy Communion and a Family Service. The core
congregation of about 25 live in the village and includes all ages. Major services see a significant increase in
numbers in the congregation. There is an ecumenical group, Circle 88, which meets once a month. The parish
currently pays its share in full.

Some pictures from our benefice:

Harvest Festival remains popular in our villages!

A visitor from our link diocese in Sweden learning the ropes!

The children enjoying a sing in church!

Getting ready for the Palm Sunday procession

About to process to church for Confirmation 2018

