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Parish Profile  -  St. Luke’s  -  Skerton 

 

The Church’s Beginnings 

"We do consecrate this edifice to the honour of God and the sacred uses aforesaid by 
the name of the Church of Saint Luke, in Skerton, in the parish of Lancaster, in the 
County of Lancaster, and declare that the same shall henceforth be called and 
denominated." 

With these words, the Bishop of Chester, the 
Right Reverend John Bird consecrated the Parish 
Church of Skerton, on Monday, 7th October 1833. 

The church was built, at a cost of £1,030, by Mr 
Jonathan Dunn, one of the original trustees, who 
also gave the land on which the church stands. The 
church stood 90 feet long and 38.5 feet wide in 
its own churchyard. It provided accommodation 
for over 400 people. About half the pews were 
free, being provided for the poor of the parish, 
but the rest were chargeable.  

This, then, was the origin of St Luke’s Church, a 
building set aside to: 

"Promote the worship of Almighty God according 
to the Liturgy of the United Church of England 
and Ireland." 

 

We are a very friendly and welcoming church with 
full disabled access, hearing loop system and we were the first church in Lancaster to 
receive the Child Friendly Award from the Diocese.  
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On the ministry team we have a Hon. Assistant Priest that currently takes services 
around one week a month and also some services at major festivals such as Christmas 
and Easter.  We also have a retired clergywoman worshipping at St Luke’s and she 
would always be ready to offer a listening ear or celebrate from time to time, as well 
as currently providing rotas for the intercessors and readers of lessons.  

There is also a female reader and lay involvement with ministers of Holy Communion, 
servers, choir members, intercessors and readers of lessons. As well as churchwardens 
and PCC members we also have administrative help, particularly in producing our Parish 
Magazine, and help with keeping the churchyard tidy and church maintenance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Electoral Roll (2019) currently stands at 101.  Regular attendance at church is 
about 60, on Sundays, Tuesdays, plus those who attend once a month.  

Our main worship is Eucharistic. We currently have a said 9.00am service with sermon 
each Sunday morning as well as a sung 10.15am service with sermon. Both these service 
times are currently under review for changes so that any new Priest will be able to 
commute between services at St Luke’s and St Chad’s on Sundays.  

The Peace is regarded as an important part of our worship and is very inclusive. 

The 10.15am service on the second Sunday of each month is our Family Service this is 
a  shortened Eucharist with hymns suitable for young people. This is proving to be very 
popular with our young families and numbers are growing. Our choir is small but 
enthusiastic of various ages, and is looking for ways to grow. 

On Tuesday evenings there is a 7.00pm said Eucharist or Evening Prayer Service.  

St Luke’s is known as the ‘Travellers Church’ and we have very strong links with 
the travelling community. We are known by them and are accepting of them. It is 
a long and important relationship going back to when the church was built. 
 
We also have the usual services for special occasions such as Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
Holy Week and Easter, Pentecost.  In particular, the Holy Week worship is regarded as 
very important.  The Christingle service is particularly well attended by the whole 
parish and the church is usually completely full.  

 

Confirmation  2018 



4 

Mission and Outreach 

 
St Luke’s is a lively parish. Following a rocky period, numbers have stabilised and risen 
slightly,  we are now waiting for someone to come and love it back to life. It is a church 
which constantly refreshes itself, making up the numbers for those who move to 
another area as well as those who have died. It is a parish which makes all new 
members welcome and cares for each and every member of the community from birth 
to death – a regular, steadfast, ‘week in week out’ ministry to the people of Skerton.  
 
The parish originally consisted of terraced houses, pre-war semi detached dwellings 
and two council estates which qualify as urban priority areas.  In many ways St Luke’s 
Parish is not an easy area. There are social problems within the area with some 
deprivation – it is one of the poorest areas of Lancaster.  It is also the friendliest! 
 
Over recent years the social profile of the parish has changed with new, more 
expensive houses which have attracted young families and professional people which 
offer more scope for outreach. This is also reflected in the age profile of the 
worshipping community with some young families, a good number of men and a very wide 
age range. 
 
The demographics of the St. Luke’s parish are relatively straightforward.  The 
boundaries of the Skerton East electoral ward do not quite coincide with that of the 
parish but they are close enough to give a good impression.  In the 2011 census the 
population of Skerton East was 6,668 and the average age of people in Skerton East is 
37.  Of people living in Skerton East 96.7% speak English; the other top language 
spoken is Polish at 1.6%.  All other languages spoken are at less than 0.1%. 
 
The religious make up of Skerton East is that 67.2% declare themselves to be 
Christian, 23.3% no religion, 0.5% Muslim, 0.4% Buddhist, 0.2% Hindu, 0.2% Jewish, 
0.1% Atheist, and 0.1% Agnostic. 
 
There are more than 20 areas in Lancaster District that are in the most deprived 25% 
of the country on a measure of multiple deprivation assessed using 38 separate 
indicators of poverty, each reflecting a different aspect of poverty.  One of the areas 
in the parish is in the worst 4% nationally, another the worst 10%, and another the 
worst 20% 
 
The parish is almost entirely residential and there is no 
major employer.  There is very little manufacturing 
employment and most economic activity in the parish is 
related to retailing and services. The top occupations listed 
by people in Skerton East include caring, leisure and other 
services, administration, professional services, skilled 
trades, retail and elementary 

Confirmation Christingle 
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Most of our outreach comes from our occasional offices and the annual baptism and 
bereavement services.  In a typical 12 months there would be about 25 baptisms.   
The number of funerals in church has declined but including the services held at the 
crematorium there are typically about 25. 

The traditional Parish Away Day hasn’t taken place for a year or two but, as it worked 
well in the past, looking at what was a success and what didn’t turn out as we hoped, we 
feel it would be worth re-introducing them.  
 
We would wish that our new vicar will help us develop a response to the Diocese 
initiative Vision 2026.  Our Mission Action Plan needs rejuvenation and direction for 
today’s context.   We are more than willing to welcome all people, especially the 
newcomer.  Can you help us make a difference? 
 
Our charitable giving is mainly centred on special collections for Christian Aid, The 
Children Society, Church Army, the local Homeless Shelter and local Food Bank 
 
Social events in the parish have included Christmas and 
Summer Fairs, Quiz Nights, Old Time Music Hall 
Evening, Flower Arranging Demonstrations, Cookery 
Demonstrations, Sponsored Walk and Illustrated 
Talks on Old Skerton and The Grand Theatre. 
 
We can be found on the ‘A Church Near You’ website, 
and on Facebook - st lukes skerton. We have over 
450 FB followers, they are mainly local to the area or 
some global followers that have links to the church in 
some way. We use the FB page like the magazine and 
notice sheet to advertise our Services and other 
information on a weekly basis.

 

Midnight service - Christmas eve 
 

Two of the council tower blocks seen from Skerton Skerton Triangle 
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St Luke’s Church PCC Accounts 
 
We take our Diocesan responsibilities very seriously and until recently have always 
paid our parish share, even though, for many years, this was done by drawing from our 
savings.  We have also been able to fund our new community room, kitchen and toilet at 
the back of church.  New lighting and electrics in church have also drawn on funds. 
account listed below as includes more income and expenditure than previous years.  
Whilst the previous three years have been difficult financially, the PCC has agreed  
that 50% of all income is to be allocated to paying our parish share.  
 
St Luke’s Church PCC Accounts 
A summary of the 2018 accounts is as follows, (yet to be passed at the AGM); 
Parish voluntary income     £27,720 
Fund raising & Investment income  £  3,934 
Income from church activities   £  7,231  
Insurance Claim       £46,753 
Total Income      £85,638 
 
Total Parish expenditure    £80,756      
Reserves Fund (held at Blackburn)  £19,724 
Gives accounting surplus    £ 4, 882 
 
Reserves       £19,724 
Current account balance (March 2019)         £21,830* 
*This includes £15,734.00 insurance refund for the repainting of the church still to 
complete 2019. 
 
Expenditure does not include parish share paid to Blackburn diocese. 
In 2018 we received a discount to Parish Share which meant we were able to make full 
payment, although we have balances from Previous years 2015 and 2016, which stands 
at (Feb 2019) £66,285,  
 
The latest quinquennial inspection was reported in September 2017. Most of the work 
required by the report has been completed. However, soon after the report was 
received, we had a major gas blast that blew the boiler and damaged the tower 
crenulations. The tower had scaffolding down one side while the work was done and 
various other improvements were made to the tower while we had access. Shortly 
after that work was completed, we had a major leak on the central heating system 
causing damage to the organ, wall plaster, carpets and floorboards. Fortunately this 
was all covered by the insurance. When the work to the fabric was completed we sadly 
found another leak under community room floor. This has been fixed but the repair 
work to the flooring is still work in progress.  
 
The organ console has been sent away for a major 
overhaul; we have new carpets fitted in the 
original leak area; a brand new economy boiler has 
been installed; the tower area is now water tight; 
we have new access hatches so we can inspect 
under the floor; plus the new boiler control will 
detect leaks by showing if we start using 
excessive water. The church interior is to be 
repainted as soon as a start date is arranged with 
the contractor. So in a way, the boiler blowing and 
the leaks flooding have done us a favour. Once it’s 
all completed, the church will look fantastic! 
 
The full accounts are available on request.  

Santa & Helper Christmas Fair 
Fundraiser 2018 
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The various organisations within the 
parish have been asked to describe 
themselves and their activities for this 
parish profile. 
 
Junior Church 

  

Our aims and objectives: To give 
Christian education to young people  that 
they may know and love God and live their 
lives according to His teaching and His 
Church.  

To ensure that the young people of our 
parish know that they are the Church 
now and belong to the family of St Luke’s 
and the worldwide Christian family. 

To teach, as we grow in faith together, 
through The Bible, Prayer, Worship, 
Music and Activities. 

Our Junior Church year starts in 
September and ends in July. We have 2 leaders and 10 children on our register, aged 3 
to 10 years. We meet every Sunday in the Community Room in church at 10.15am; the 
same time as the Sung Eucharist. We have 30 minutes for learning together and 
activities and then we join the rest of the church family at ‘The Peace’. 

We also support special Services within the church. 

Our Giving Jar for Charity: Every Sunday the children bring coppers and at the end of 
the year a charity is chosen by the children and presented with the money. Over many 
years, we have raised over £1,400 for charities. 

Our history goes back to the 1800’s and we look to continue into the future and to 
grow in number with  the support of our new Priest. 
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Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Association 

The object of the Boys’ Brigade is the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom among boys and girls and the promotion of 
habits of obedience, reverence, discipline, self respect and 
all that tends towards a true Christian character. 

Our Motto is ‘Sure and Steadfast’: Hebrews 6:19 

The 1st Skerton Boys Brigade was formed in November 1989. 
We moved to Skerton Community Centre 11 years ago and, 
since then, we have come on leaps and bounds. We now have 
access to computers, craft room, pool, darts and large sports 
hall, as well as our normal programme. We have 3 age groups: 
Juniors 8 to 11 yrs; Company 11 to 14 yrs; Seniors 14 to 16 
yrs. We are now looking to start a Anchor section in 
September; 5 to 7 yrs.  We have 5 officers. The captain, 
John, has been with the company since the start and been 
running it for 23 years. Max for 11 years, Dan and Dan were 
both nine when they started, they are now 20 and have 
worked their way through to become officers, and Lindsay 
who is a member of the church and parent. She has done 2 
years. 

In June 2013 we made a big decision to alter our constitution 
and to make our group the Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ 
Association. We are the first to do this in our area. We have 
13 boys and 13 girls ranging from 9 to 16 years old. 

We meet every Thursday evening 6.30pm to 8.00pm for the 
programme and then games from 8.00pm – 8.30pm. The 
Company and Seniors do different things but all at the same time in different rooms. 

Our programme consists of Christian Faith, Badge Work, Group Work and Drill. This is 
called our Autumn/Winter Programme and it finishes with our display and awards evening 
to which parents, family, friends, and church members are invited. The members carry 
out techniques they have learnt through the year followed by an award ceremony. Our 
Summer Season then begins with trips out and field games. 

During the year we have sleepovers and trips to local places; educational and fun. Some 
of these trips include the Fire Station, Town Hall, Police Station, Lancaster Castle. One 
the members’ favourite visits has been the all night Sanctuary at Blackburn Cathedral. 
At the moment we are looking forward to our 23rd Summer Camp at Scarborough and the 

continued growth of our Company with our old and new 
members. We believe it is good for St Luke’s to have a 
youth group open to girls and boys from 8 years 
upwards and taking part in the Brigade’s and church’s 
activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BB & GA  Remembrance Service 2018  

BB & GA Presentation and 
Awards evening  

 

BB & GA  Roller skating Trip 
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Nutmeg 

 
Nutmeg was started about 27 years ago by Ina Acres, a member of our congregation, 
who sadly has now died. Originally, it met in the Methodist Hall at the bottom of our 
church pathway, a building which we shared for such activities. 
She named it Nutmeg because, in olden days, Nutmeg was a very expensive spice which 
was carried from house to house and then shared with one another. A little of it also 
went a long way! Ina linked that to her desire to share God’s love with the people of 
Skerton.  

Each week it provides coffee and lunch for about 20 mostly elderly people and, 
although limited numerically by facilities in our community room, it still welcomes 
bereaved or lonely people from the community as well as church members.  
 
The clergy always feel confident in suggesting someone starts to go to Nutmeg from 
the community knowing that they will receive a very warm welcome and soon be made 
to feel part of the group. 

_________________________________ 
 

Skerton St Luke’s CE VA Primary School 

Skerton St Luke’s CE School is a one form entry primary school that works closely with 
St Luke’s Church.  The vicar of St Luke’s is a school governor but much more 
than that offers pastoral care to all the staff, 

children and parents. The contact with parents, 
especially those of non-church families, is very 
important. The vicar has given great commitment 
to the school and we would want that to 
continue.   
 
Two of the aims of the school are  
- To be a joyful, worshipping community actively 
seeking to follow the example and teaching of 
Jesus. 
 
- To promote growth in understanding the Christian faith and its relevance for daily 
living through acts of worship, the RE syllabus, church involvement and by developing a 
respect and tolerance for other religions. 
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Skerton St Luke’s CE School 

 
This school is committed to: 
 
Opening Minds 
· By working in partnership with parents to 

promote a culture of learning and 
enjoyment. 

· By nurturing growth in self-confidence, 
resilience, perseverance and personal 
growth. 

· By creating a curriculum that encourages 
children to look to their local and national 
community and beyond to see themselves 
as Global Citizens. 
 

Learning Through Challenge 
· By achieving consistent standards of teaching and learning that allows everyone to 

make excellent progress. 
· By providing challenge and opportunity within a stimulating and creative 

environment. 
· By working enthusiastically and cooperatively to enable each child to develop an 

excitement for learning. 
 

Celebrating God’s World 
· By working in partnerships with parents, the Church and the community to respect 

and celebrate the world around us. 
· By reaching out in community locally and widely to contribute fully as responsible 

citizens. 
· By growing an awareness, understanding and respect for diversity in the world 

around us. 
 

Opening minds, learning through challenge and celebrating God’s world 
 
St John’s Hospice 
On the edge of Skerton is the 20 bed St. John’s hospice.  Technically the hospice is in 
the neighbouring parish to the north ; but geographically it is in Lancaster city.  The 
hospice also offers comprehensive day therapy and community services. Spiritual care 
and pastoral support is an important part of our hospice and our aim is to offer this 
confidential pastoral and spiritual support to both patients and loved ones at a time 
that is often difficult and challenging.  There would be an opportunity for the vicar to 
work with the Spiritual Care Coordinator to be part of a group of multi-denominational 

contacts and volunteers to be called on as 
required.  St. John’s Hospice works to the 
standards of the 
Association of Hospice 
and Palliative Care 
Chaplains. 
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Vale View 
 
Vale View is a day centre for the elderly and those 
suffering from dementia and their carers. Each week, 
on a different day to accommodate all the clients, the 
vicar takes a short, non-Eucharistic service, which is 
ecumenical. This ministry is also growing with about 20 
people now attending the services. As part of the 
remit of this unit is to serve people’s spiritual needs 
as well as their physical needs, the staff are anxious 
for it to continue. 
 
Skerton Community Association 
 

Skerton Community Association became a 
registered charity in 1996; it has a committed 
team of trustees, staff and volunteers that 
bring a positive approach to the organisation 
and deliver a range of affordable activities 
and social groups for all the community. 
 
The Association’s aim is: ‘To improve the lives 
of people living in Skerton and the surrounding 
area through access to leisure, community 
groups, education, support into employment a

         and youth provision’. 
 
The Community centre provides a wide variety of events and activities for people 
living in the local area. We work with a cross 
section of the community, over 300 people a 
week use our centre and there is a group for 
every age.  We have table tennis for the over 
50’s twice a week to encourage people to 
remain fit and healthy; A weekly luncheon club 
with an afternoon of bingo for those who may 
otherwise feel isolated; A weekly children’s 
cooking class to give the younger generations 
the ability to help prepare and cook healthy 
meals for their families; ‘Boys brigade with 
girls association’; ‘Rainbows, brownies and 
guides’ are our uniform groups which 
encourage children to learn life skills while 
having fun and adventures; Two weekly youth clubs - one for high school aged young 
people and the other for children aged 8years and above; ‘Little acorns’ also meet 
weekly for parents to socialise with other parents and their babies. 
We also have a ‘Kinship carers’ group that meet every Monday for support and advice 
to people raising family member’s children.  

The Board of Trustees meet once a month and meetings 
usually take around an hour. Having a representative from 
the local church on the committee provides vital support 
for the community association as well as valuable links to 
the rest of the community. 
 

************************************************* 
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St Luke’s Church and its contents 

The building which has been the centre of worship 
in this parish for the past 180 years stands on an 
elevated position overlooking Owen Road and 
Ryelands Park. It is described in the Baines 
Directory of 1912 as: "A handsome stone edifice, 
with a square tower, surmounted by pinnacles."   

The 2012 quinquennial inspection report remarks 
that, “The church remains in sound condition - a 
credit to all who work to its maintenance and 
upkeep.” 

The roof was replaced in the 1990’s with top grade slates and a ramp was built at the 
front entrance to allow easier access for wheelchair users. Otherwise, the outside of 
the church has changed little over its 180 year history. Only the vestries, which were 
added in the Rev. Brack’s time, break the simple lines of the original building.  In 2017 
a small legacy given by a parishioner is to be used to renovate, decorate and refurbish 
the vestries. 

There are a number of beautiful stained glass windows.  The three over the altar 
commemorate Jonathan Dunn, one of the founders of the church who died in 1857. The 
central lancet depicts Christ’s birth, crucifixion and ascension into heaven, while the 
two outer lancets show the four Gospel writers.   
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In more recent times, the church has seen the addition of Stations of the Cross which 
are used for meditation during Holy Week. We also have a candle stand and prayer tree, 
both of which are widely used by the congregation. 

Our ‘Children’s Corner’ is regularly updated with soft toys, colouring material and books.  
The re-inspection of St Luke’s Church in 2018 for the ‘Child Friendly Award’ again saw us 
pass with flying colours.  

The biggest change to the interior of the church came in 2010 when a Community Room 
was made at the back of the church. This also included a very small kitchen and an easy 
access toilet. Although this room has its limitations because of its size, it has proved a 
real boon in allowing us to continue with our Junior Church and with Nutmeg, our 
luncheon club.  We can also hold family craft mornings, quiz nights and small social 
events, as well as being a meeting room for the PCC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our churchyard is now closed for new grave plots although there are some family graves 
which are still available for burials. Maintenance responsibility for the churchyard is now 
to be transferred to the local authority. Over several years we have planted many 
daffodils and during Spring the area is one of great beauty with the snowdrops, crocii 
and daffodils 

 

 

Craft group in the community room 
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Vicarage  

St Luke’s Vicarage was built in the 1950’s 
and is situated on Slyne Road, near the 
school but a short distance from the 
church. It is a spacious, family home 
which has just had new windows fitted. It 
has four bedrooms, an upstairs bathroom, 
a large lounge, a dining room, kitchen, 
study and downstairs cloakroom. There is 
a large lawn to the front as well as a large 
garden to the rear.  There is a garage and 
ample off road parking. 

Only a few minutes walk away are two 
Spar shops, a Co-operative, petrol 
station, post office, hairdresser, bakery, 
doctors, dentist and Sure Start.  
 

Lancaster and Skerton 

In 1787 Skerton bridge was 
completed.  The first flat decked 
major road bridge in the country, it 
took the main road to Scotland over 
the river Lune.  It also connected the 
township of Skerton on the north of 
the bridge with Lancaster, and 
eventually Skerton became a suburb 
of the city.  However, Skerton was 
always individualistic.  Even today, 
long term residents of Skerton will 
declare themselves to hail from 
Skerton before they will admit that 
they are Lancastrians!  North of the river is different.  The bridge is shown in the logo 
used by St. Luke’s church and by the school. 

An entry in the Lancaster Gazette from 1875 tells us that “ St. Luke’s Church owed its 
origin primarily to the increase in the population ...and the desire on the part of 
landowners in the district to establish a centre of order in Skerton” and “the 
foundation of St. Luke’s Church carries us back more than forty years in local history 
to a period when disorder was rife, and the constables and the stocks played an 
important part in daily life.”  We can only hope that the establishment of St. Luke’s 
church has had the desired effect! 
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The historic town of Lancaster has much to offer in the way of historic buildings, 
museums and cinema as well as theatre and concerts at the Duke’s Theatre, the Grand 
Theatre or at the two university sites. There are many eating places and licensed 
premises and by contrast a number of parks and attractive open spaces.  Lancaster is 
designated a cycling demonstration city and there are numerous cycleways.  A new 
bypass road, the Bay Gateway, has relieved some of the congestion that used to blight 
the traffic system. 

 

Lancaster is surrounded by beautiful countryside with good motorway links to the 
Lake District, the Yorkshire Dales, and the local fells. Nearby Morecambe is a seaside 
resort where the recently restored art deco Midland Hotel is stunning; the sunset and 
view over Morecambe Bay to the Lakeland Fells is a sight well worth travelling to see. 

Skerton and Lancaster are also very well served by their schools, college and 
university. Skerton has two infant and junior schools, St Luke’s CE VA Primary School 
and St Joseph’s RC School. There is a small high school within the parish Chadwick 
High School, also Our Lady’s Catholic College, which admits non catholics. 

Elsewhere in Lancaster there are two grammar schools, one for boys and one for girls, 
and it also boasts two other high schools, Ripley St Thomas Church of England 
Academy, and Central Lancaster High School.   
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Vicar’s profile 
 
Our ideal vicar would be; 
 
□ A prayerful and sensitive leader in worship and mission who is ready to help the 
congregation to grow and to encourage new members. 
 
□ A good communicator to all ages with a genuine love and interest in people; family 
orientated, aware of the needs of the young and the not so young. 
 
□ A good shepherd - a people person - in practical terms, a person who visits and is a 
good listener. 
 
□ An encourager of lay leadership.  A person who can discern people’s gifts and 
encourage them to flourish.  Someone to help us give our best. 
 
□ Someone who is willing to build and develop new foundations of ecumenical 
relationships with other churches in the parish. 
 
□ Someone with a good sense of humour. 
 
Our young people, and the boys and girls at the B.B. and G.A., were asked to describe 
the person they would like to be our next vicar.  They said they hoped that person 
would support their group and take an interest in them, be friendly, be interesting, be 
lively, be modern, be interested in sport, be musically minded and perhaps play an 
instrument.  But even if you don’t tick everything on the list, they would be delighted 
to meet you! 
 

************************************* 
 
In return we would offer a very warm welcome to whoever God sends us to be our next 
vicar!  
 
At the 2011 UK census, the city of Lancaster had a total population of 138,375 so 
Lancaster is a small city, and the Skerton district to the north of the river has a 
particular community spirit.  The St. Luke’s congregation typifies that caring, 
supportive, family spirit.  We help each other in times of need and we are sure our 
vicar would feel supported by St. Luke’s team work.  There are many who give 
generously of their time and talents.   
The church school is very keen to continue a close and rewarding relationship with the 
vicar. 
 
 
 

************************************* 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read our parish profile.  We hope 
it gives you an understanding of the parish of St. Luke’s Skerton 
and a taste of what it might be like to be a part of our community 
and church family.  
We hope that it will enable you to consider prayerfully our vacancy 
for a new vicar and we look forward to meeting you should you 
decide to apply.  

 


