Church of The Good Shepherd
Parish Profile 2019
Working together for the Kingdom - making a difference with the help of God

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH serving the
people of
Croxteth & Norris Green

WHO WE ARE LOOKING FOR
We want our vicar to be committed to:
• a deep personal faith in God and who wants to share it with others.
• Working with us to explore God’s vision.
• taking joy in encouraging, inspiring and empowering others to use their
gifts in the service of God, unlocking potential and delegating where
appropriate (it’d be helpful if you were good at IT).
• being a good listener, caring pastor, person who deals well with conflict –
somebody with good emotional intelligence who will care for us and
bring the best out of us.
• reaching out to young families within the parish and helping us engage
more effectively with them.
• making the most of the missional opportunities which come from the
many baptisms, weddings and funerals - and the local people who see
The Good Shepherd as their church.
• working together to reach all ages, enabling The Good Shepherd to be a
church for every generation.
• being a team player – with the people of the church and beyond,
including our partners in the other Churches and Triple C (Liverpool)
• Leading us in worship in ways that help local people encounter God and
engage with His word in the preaching and bible studies
• A great sense of humour! Somebody who will muck in!

TO JOIN WITH US……
Self Supporting Minister
- Revd Sandra Trapnell
Reader Emeritus –
John Tracey
Reader – Ann Handslip
Church Warden –
Pat Soper
Church Warden and Verger
– Liz Baker

LAY INVOLVEMENT
Volunteers play a big part in the life of
the church and its activities. Our
volunteers are responsible for
managing many of the Church
projects as well as being active in
doing the work.

We will be committed to making sure our vicar:•
Looks after themselves , takes their holidays. days off and
retreat, works reasonable hours and doing all we can to
look after their wellbeing. All that sort of thing! We want a
vicar to be well and happy with a fruitful ministry.

WORSHIP AT THE GOOD SHEPHERD
We would describe ourselves as an open minded traditional church
Our services are broadly based on Common Worship. Our Sunday
service is at 1030am. We have:• A Communion service twice a month alternating with Morning
Prayer
• Monthly family and parade service and when there's a 5th
Sunday a healing or prayer service
• Junior church every Sunday including family and parade service
days
• Baptisms which take place within the main service or at
12.30pm
• Sermons that are often around 10-15 minutes long and based
on the bible passages
• A small congregation who love to interact with the preacher!
• Members of the congregation who read, lead prayers, assist
with communion and help in other ways
• A good organ and a regular organist as well as a sound system
for playing recorded accompaniments and other music
• A screen and projector which is sometimes used

We’ve enjoyed greater informality over recent years with prayer
services, informal services sometimes meeting to worship in the
community rooms.
We are not afraid to try new things and welcome differences to our
patterns of worship.
Robes are generally worn for services
We regularly prepare children to receive Holy Communion and
support young people and adults for Confirmation.
We usually offer fair trade refreshments after our service – it’s a great
time for a chat!
From statistics for mission end 2018
Electoral Roll:- 49
Usual Sunday congregation:- 23 adults
and 2 children
Baptisms:- 20, with 19 under 4s
Funerals:- 36 with 23 in church
Weddings:- 2
Worshipping congregation:- 38 with
over 85% aged over 50

HISTORY: A SNAP SHOT OF BUILDINGS AND JOURNEY
The Church of The Good Shepherd began life as Chapel of Ease to St
Mary West Derby back in 1904, providing a worshipping space for
Lord Sefton’s labourers on the Croxteth Park Estate.
Just over the road from our building, the Norris Green estates were
growing. We needed more space and so in 1927 our building was
‘stretched’ to better fit the needs of the parish, now serving both
Norris Green and Croxteth communities.
In the early 1990s a major refurbishment of the buildings took
place, creating a hall within the church building and a new multipurpose community facility.
Our buildings today offer versatile space which is well used by the
church and many groups in the community. At the close of 2018, we
were delighted to replace our wooden chairs with comfy seating!
Our buildings are on a significant junction, well placed on the boundary between Norris Green and Croxteth. This is a
largely settled community with strong family networks and where many people see The Good Shepherd as ‘their’
church. Our buildings are generally in good order and are an important and positive asset in our mission and ministry.

MORE ESSENTIAL INFORMATION –
Finance, governance, church officers etc
We have ONE: PCC
 Bank Account
 Set of accounts – that are independently examined
 APCM
 Well established and efficient treasurer
 Experienced PCC secretary

We have TWO committees: Standing committee
 Finance committee
We have established: Health and Safety policies and procedures and a
lead H&S officer
 Procedures and policies in place and constantly
updated for Safeguarding

We have: People who give regularly and generously by direct giving to our
bank, giving envelopes and on the loose plate.
 A ‘curate’s house’ that we own and which is currently rented out.
 Additional rental income from community use of our hall and
community rooms.
 A pattern of raising additional funds through efforts at a summer
and Christmas fair!
 Consistently paid our Parish Share and are committed to working
with the Deanery as we adapt to the new Deanery Parish Share
arrangements.
However, whilst there’s much to celebrate: As we reach the year end finance we know there is a deficit in
the 2018 accounts
 Our quinquennial inspection is overdue and this is likely to flag to
us some further building concerns that will need to be
addressed.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD VICARAGE
Good Shepherd Vicarage
8 Countess Park
Liverpool 12

The front has an open
plan garden and there’s a
small easily maintained
garden to the rear.

It is a four bedroomed
detached house in a private
housing estate. It is centrally
heated, with UPVC double
glazing and is fully alarmed.

Downstairs
there's a living
room with access
to the
conservatory, a
dining room and
a large kitchen
with a utility area
adjoining.

When the Diocese
bought the house it
changed the layout
converting the original
garage into a large
study.

The (wobbly!) blue line shows the parish boundary.
The Church building sits on the junction of Lower House
Lane and Carr Lane East.

CHURCH

PARTNERSHIPS

‘

We are part of the local Justice and Peace Group
– an ecumenical group with other Croxteth
Churches. Among other things we host the
popular ‘World Food Taster Evening’ in the
Autumn each year. This particularly strengthens
our relationship with Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
and St Cuthbert’s Croxteth Park.

‘

Local church Leaders from across
the denominations meet regularly
and in partnership with other
community leaders. This is an
important network giving
opportunity for us to engage in
developments in the community.

‘

The Church of The Good Shepherd works closely
with St Christopher’s and Christ Church – the
other two Anglican churches serving Norris Green.
We have some shared services, a parish weekend
away together and we support Christ Church with
the use of our building for their funeral and
wedding ministry.

‘

We have a developing
partnership in mission with
Victory Family Centre who use
our building on Sunday afternoons
when they gather to worship. We
have also enjoyed working
together in activities like our
Christmas and Summer Fairs.

‘
‘

We work in partnership as a church
with St Andrew’s Community
Network, especially as we serve as
a distribution centre for North
Liverpool Foodbank every
Wednesday morning.

The Good Shepherd is a founder member of Triple C
(Liverpool), our Charity serving the communities of
Liverpool 11. This is a very important part of our
community involvement, many people are engaged
in volunteering supported by the team of five staff,
including an older persons worker.
www.triplecliverpool.couk

’

EVERY MONTH WORKING WITH OUR PARTNERS AT THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Weight Watchers

Knit and Natter

Victory Church

Boys Brigade

RSPACE
Alcoholics support group

Narcotics Anonymous

Young at Heart

Baby and
Toddlers

Stonedale Lodge
Holy Communion

Study and prayer group
North Liverpool
Foodbank

Meadow Court
Holy Communion
Triple C

Coffee Morning

Hebden Children’s
Group

ABOUT NORRIS GREEN AND
CROXTETH
‘

‘We are an Urban Priority
Area and like any UPA we
have our issues around
addiction, poverty,
unemployment
educational attainment,
crime and health. See the
info from CUF.

Unfortunately there are
no primary schools in
our Parish community…..
But there are a number
of good nearby schools.

There are two catholic
secondary schools in the
parish – St John Bosco and
De La Salle with whom we
seek to build links wherever
possible, like the older
persons Christmas party and
support for our Foodbank.

Amenities
Our Church building is close
to a an excellent bus route
to the city centre
approximately 5 miles away.
Within the area there are 2
sports centres, one with a
swimming pool, a library,
mulit-screen cinema, chain
fast-food restaurants and
local takeways and a Travel
lodge There’s also a
cemetery!

Our parish borders
Croxteth Country Park
with all its open space
and amenities
including a farm, café,
woodland walks – it’s
an important public
space for the people of
Liverpool.

There are many shops in
the area with a choice of
Supermarkets close by.
Nearby Broadway
neighbourhood shopping
centre provides many small
shops and is well used by
local people.

HOUSING IN NORRIS GREEN AND CROXTETH
Housing in the Croxteth
part of our Parish
Here, there’s a real mix,
from the original estate
workers cottages, to the
developing estates of the
1950s onwards to small
estates of private housing.
The Vicarage is situated in
one these newer estates.

Cobalt Housing is serving
our community. They are
well respected and engage
well in partnership
opportunities.

There is a mixture of
provisions for those
at various stages of
need for supported
living, including
sheltered
accommodation and
nursing and
residential care..

Housing in the Norris Green
part of our Parish
Norris Green is predominantly a
1920s and 1930s purpose built
‘Garden Suburb’ which is now a
mix of social housing and
privately owned and rented.

PAINTING A PICTURE ABOUT OUR PARISH WITH CHARTS

From the
Church Urban Fund’s ‘Look up tool’, based on 2011 census

 The population of this parish is 11,489.
 It ranks 170 out of 12,508, where 1 is the most
deprived parish.
 This means that the parish is among the most
deprived in the country.

Data taken from Church Urban Fund look up
http://http://www2.cuf.org.uk/parish/220098#graphs

Do you feel
called to our
community?

Some more charts to paint a picture
Can you help
us serve those
around us?
Do you have a
good sense of
humour?

Is God calling you!
To come and join us
in our mission?

Are you a
team
player?

Can you
inspire
others?

Can you spot
an
opportunity
and act on it?

These charts come from the CUF look up tool.
If you prefer to see the picture painted in
numbers…. Then check out the data version of
this information.
Ihttp://www2.cuf.org.uk/parish/220098#data

Thank you for taking time to look at our parish profile.
We hope through prayer that you are considering joining our community to lead and encourage us in
our work with Jesus.
‘Working together to make a difference with the help of God’
Good Shepherd

The Good Shepherd Liverpool

