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Parish Profile
Thank you for your interest and taking time to read this profile which will give you an idea
of our parish, our congregation and what we are looking for in our new incumbent.

!
This profile contains 6 sections:
!

!

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Priest we would like
The Parish of the Holy Spirit
Our Buildings
Our Congregation
Our Worship and Attendance
Our Church and the Wider Community

We are a small parish at the boundary of Liverpool City Council with a close-knit,
welcoming and inclusive congregation, but we recognise we need to be a “bigger church
making a bigger difference.”

!

There is considerable social need in the area, and we are looking for a new Parish Priest to
join us in ‘being church’ within our community rather than just ‘doing church’, and so “help
more people to know Jesus and to see more justice in the world”. We seek to express our
love of God, exploring different styles of worship within a sacramental tradition and also
through social action.

!

We pray that through reading this profile you will gain a greater understanding of our parish
and the ministry you could have with us.

!

The Priest we would like
We are looking for a creative leader to help us grow both in our calling;
through prayer and teaching; building on our strengths and developing our relationship
with God.
And in our sending;
To tell, serve and give through the many missional opportunities in our local community of
Dovecot.
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Ideally our Priest will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

!

Will value the sacramental life as we do and be comfortable with some of the
traditions of formality, but also help develop more informal worship styles.
Through prayer, preaching and teaching, draw us into an ever deepening
relationship with Christ
Inspire and empower our people to use their gifts in the service of the church and
the community and be a visible presence in and around the parish
Uphold and develop links with schools and other community organisations
Be a good communicator with people of differing backgrounds, irrespective of age,
gender, ability or sexual orientation
Encourage growth through tapping into the Diocesan initiative “bring 1 friend, do 10
things” and further involvement of young families in church life

Who we are and what we can offer you

!

Our Strengths:
•

A very loyal, dedicated and stable congregation who
are welcoming, open and inclusive

•

An active Bible Study group

•

Two churchwardens and two assistant wardens who
collectively encompass many years of experience

•

A conscientious PCC

•

Stable finances – up-to-date with Parish Share and
no major expenses imminent

•

People committed to the life of Holy Spirit with teams
focussed on buildings, hall users and children’s
work/Messy church

•

A thriving church hall, which is a very real asset to
the community

•

A community who will honour the Priest’s day off,
pay their expenses and who will pray for them
and their family

!
!
!

Opportunities

•

•

The relationships with our hall users
present missional opportunities

•

There is an ‘open door’ for the incumbent
at Blueberry Park primary school
To help us grow through the Liverpool
Diocese “Rule of Life”

!
•
The parish is geographically small, stable and
close-knit. The demographics present multiple
opportunities for social action
•
There is a history of profitable ecumenical cooperation and good present relationship with the local RC
priest

The Congregation of the Holy Spirit

!
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There are 58 members on the electoral roll. This is comprised of 26 Residents and 32 Non–
Residents. About half of the non-residents live just outside the Parish boundary.
We have a PCC membership of 12. A smaller steering also meets monthly.

!

A team of 6 members of the congregation fulfil the roles deacon and sub- deacon.

!

A children’s area has been created near the front of church where age-specific
teaching is given using resources from
‘Roots’ in parallel with the sermon.

!
!

Members of the congregation read the
lessons and lead intercessions. The
wardens and assistant wardens are
assisted by a team of sidespeople.
Most of the congregation stays after the
Sunday service for the refreshments
and fellowship.

!

!
!

Most regular
members of the
parish are signed up to planned giving (and Gift Aid) – many
of them through the Parish Giving Scheme. We are not a
financially well-off parish, but ensure that our Parish Share
and clergy expenses are paid in full.

Our younger members have said they are
hoping for a vicar who is kindhearted,
special, honest, has good sense of humour,
kind, helpful, friendly, clever and selfless!!
We would add loves working with young
people!

The Parish of the Holy Spirit

!

!

The population of the parish is approximately
9600, many living in Housing Association
homes built from 1930 onwards. Several private
housing estates have been built in recent years.
The church is located approximately 5 miles
outside Liverpool City Centre and just beyond
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital. The main A57
trunk road, which runs through the middle of the
parish, marks a boundary between two local
authority wards – a division which is not
reflected in the social identity of those who live
in Dovecot. Of the 9,600 residents in the parish, about 2/3rds would self-identify as
Roman Catholic.

!

The local shopping parade is fully
occupied and well used. In addition
there is an Aldi supermarket in the
parish with both Sainsbury’s and
Lidl close by.
On the Church Urban Fund’s
national index of deprivation it
ranks 181 out of 12,508 and is in
the most deprived fifth for the
diocese. There are high levels of
lone parenthood and
unemployment.
The area has a few social amenities –
there is a bingo hall, two licensed clubs and a small public park.

!
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The Parish Buildings

!

In 1931, the Diocese of Liverpool
purchased Dovecot Farm for the purpose
of building a church and hall to serve the
new parish of Dovecot, a large new estate
built to relieve the inner city living
conditions.
The church is brick built and was
consecrated in 1938. There is space for
seating for up to 120, extendable up to
200, in the main body and 32 in St John’s
chapel. The area at the back can be used
flexibly for tea and coffee after church or
other gatherings. The interior is decorated
with seasonal hangings either side of the
high altar and Stations of the Cross. The
church also has a fine 2 manual pipe organ.
There are currently no major building works pending.
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The church hall was first to be
built and served the new parish
of Holy Spirit as both hall &
church until the new church was
opened in 1938. The hall was
partly refurbished in 2018 with
help from JaguarLandRover.
There is a large hall, a smaller
hall adjacent to the kitchen,
meeting rooms, toilets and
storage rooms.
The main hall is also fitted with
audio and lighting facilities and
has a portable stage.
The hall building is in regular use by community groups and is also available to hire
for individual functions. There is a hall users group, paid cleaner and volunteer
manager. The hall is self-financing.

!!
!
!

Vicarage
Recently refurbished, in readiness for
our new Priest-in-Charge, this 4
bedroom house sits in a lovely

garden.
It has a separate study with downstairs
cloakroom and attached garage.

!!
!

The kitchen and bathroom will be newly fitted
and the whole decorated throughout, including
the large lounge.
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Our Social Committee organise events throughout the year not only
to raise funds but also to give the congregation and friends from
outside the church opportunities to meet and have fun.
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We recently held a community lunch with the signing
choir helping us to celebrate the life of a dearly loved
parishioner and Bishop Philip dedicating a bench in the
garden in her memory.
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Worship and Attendance
!
At Holy Spirit Communion is central to our worship.
!

The Reserved Sacrament is kept in the Tabernacle in the Chapel and Communion is taken
to the housebound congregation on a regular basis.
Our weekly service pattern is as follows:

!

Sunday:

10:30am Communion (Common Worship)
3rd Sunday – Baptisms as required at 12 noon
Monday:
8:30am Morning Prayer
Tuesday:
10:30am Communion (Chapel)
Wednesday:8:30am Morning Prayer
Thursday:
8:30am Morning Prayer
Worshipping Community:
We have a worshiping community of 50 our average attendance weekly is 26 adults 6
children.

!

Baptisms
Weddings
Funerals

!

20 per year
1 per year
16 per year Church/Committal only

Festivals and Special Services
Pentecost is our Patronal Festival

!

Remembrance Sunday
An All Souls service.

!

Christmas services;
Christingle, Carols by Candlelight,
Midnight Mass and a family Communion on Christmas Day

!

Lent Services;
Imposition of Ashes
Weekly Lenten Devotion

!

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

6:00pm Children’s Service
8:00pm Eucharist followed by Vigil
10:30am Stations of The Cross and Ecumenical Walk of Witness
With St Margaret Mary’s Roman Catholic neighbours

Easter Sunday

!

3:00pm Good Friday Vigil
5:30am First Service of Easter
10:30am Easter Eucharist

The recently established Messy Church is beginning to grow as we gather once a month in
the Church Hall.

!

Our Church and the Wider Community

!

We have a number of church based
organisations at Holy Spirit including a weekly
group of Brownies and Guides and an active
Mothers Union. We also have a small team of
willing volunteers to keep the church grounds
looking tidy and another team to keep church and
hall buildings clean.

!
!
!
!
!

We held a retreat in October to reflect on our history
and healing at Beth Abba, a beautiful garden just a few
miles from the parish. The next day retreat is planned
for April to focus on Prayer.

!

There are two primary schools in the parish - Blueberry
Park Primary School and Dovecot Primary School. The clergy take regular assemblies in
Blueberry Park School and have in the past represented the community on the Governing
body. There are also regular visits to Christopher Grange Centre for the Adult Blind (day
and residential care).

!

Dovecot Neighbourhood Council is a community based
organisation working with the local councillors and
church to develop facilities in the local area running a
local FareShare Foodbank project. They also run a
pensioners lunch which is held in the Hall.
The Hall is also used by The Liverpool Signing Choir,
The Liverpool Dance Depot, Alcoholics Anonymous
and Slimming world, to name a few! Through the Hall
Users Group we are beginning to build relationships
with these groups.

!

The parish plays a full and active role in supporting the Deanery Mission Plan, both from a
clergy and congregation perspective. We also have 2 active Deanery Synod Reps.
We have an active current Social Media presence and have recently migrated our website
to our “A Church Near You” page. Our Facebook page has 220 followers as is growing, we
are in the exploring stage of using Instagram, and our twitter account is updated daily.
Through these we hope to reach further to our congregation, community and members
who have moved away from the area.

!
Website:
http://www.holyspiritdovecot.org/
!
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/dovecotholyspirit!
!
Twitter:
https://twitter.com/dovecot_hs!
!
ACNY:

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15134/

