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Rainham with Wennington
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Putting the Community in Touch with Jesus.
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Welcome
Our Parish Profile & Overview

W

and
expectant for this
season of our life as
a church community
and are delighted
that you have asked for a copy of
this profile for the Parish of Rainham
with Wennington. It demonstrates
an enthusiasm to know more and
we hope that, in these pages you
are about to read, we shall not only
answer some questions, but whet
your appetite to know more.
We are a union of two churches
whose differing styles we value as all
having a relationship with God through
Jesus. This reinforces our relationship
with one another. A quick look at this
profile will make it clear that, whilst God
is at work in powerful ways amongst us,
we are “no finished product”, we are all
on a journey. We are ready to up our
game as a congregation, to be change
makers who bring light to others. We
pray that this profile will form a good
basis for helping you discern whether
e are excited
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God is calling you to join our parishes,
and lead us onto greater things.

Who are we?
We are an evangelical Anglican church,
based in Rainham and Wennington
in Essex, with two main worshipping
centres: St Helen & St Giles is the
Parish Church of Rainham, and St
Mary & St Peter is the Parish Church
of Wennington. Being located in the
heart of both villages, we seek to be
community minded and you’ll find us
a friendly and welcoming family of
people accessible to all generations.

Rainham
At Rainham we have a “backbone” of
very faithful older members who are
also prayer warriors, and leadership
roles tend to be taken by the under 35s
and over 50s. The younger age group
mostly use their gifts of worship &
service leading, and teaching our Youth

& Children’s Ministry; and the older
group tend to make up the membership
of the PCC and serve in weekday
activities. We consider ourselves to
be a multi-ethnic congregation with a
variety of ethnicities and nationalities
present and fellowshipping together.
This includes those resident in the
Parish, as well as a great many
who reside outside of the Parish

Wennington
The Wennington church community
ranges from 30–90 years of age, and
average attendance is between 25
and 30 every Sunday. Occasionally we
will have a couple of young families
from the Village join us with their
children which is great. Several of
our members lead various aspects of
the service on Sundays, and we are
fortunate to have so many creative and
musical people. This again includes a
few Parish residents but mostly those
who are from outside the Parish.

Our Mission

J

Peter’s boat
and said, ‘Put out into
deep water, and let down
the nets for a catch.’
(Luke 5:4). In the same
way we are called to put out into
the deep; in other words, to go,
deep into the community. It is in
the deep that fishing takes place.
This is where, we believe God is at
work and where He calls us to be;
in every part of our community,
to engage with different people
groups, to build relationships with
them, to be church among them
and put people in touch with Jesus.
As well as show the love of Christ
in the way we speak and behave,
we long for members of the
community to fall in love with Jesus
and recognise His saving grace for
themselves. This is where our Small
Groups play an important part.
Our three communities
(Rainham Church, Wennington
Church and the Ship Centre) are like
esus got into

three harbours. In the same way
as a boat is equipped, maintained
and safely moored in the harbour,
so too our communities, like
the harbour, are where we are
resourced, equipped, envisioned
and from where we are sent
out. It is in the context of our
coming together as a worshipping
community that this sending out
takes place. Growing in maturity
in our relationship with God, as
disciples of Jesus Christ and being
in fellowship with one another,
expressing His love for the whole
body, are very important if we are
to be effective and fruitful in the
mission He has called us to here
in Rainham and Wennington.

Our Values
•

R

in
our identity as disciples
of Jesus Christ. These
come in two areas
of our lives and are
taken from Jesus’ own command
to ‘Love the Lord Your God and
love your neighbour as yourself’
(Luke 10:27). Having a relationship
with God through Jesus is what
underpins our relationships with
one another and from where we
build relationships with people
groups from across the community
and our values are based on
this in the following ways…
elationships are central
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•

We seek to develop a personal
relationship with God as Father,
through Jesus Christ His Son,
empowered by His Holy Spirit.
In this relationship we grow
and mature as disciples.

•

•

•

We believe in the authority
of Scripture as the Word of
God revealed to us in the
person, work and teaching of
Jesus Christ. It is His Word that
transforms our lives, giving
us guidance and direction,
purpose and meaning—Our
identity in who we are.
We seek to be guided by the
Holy Spirit in our mission, to be
evangelistic in our approach
and Kingdom centred in our
initiatives. We want God to be
at the centre of everything we
do and to share with others.
We seek to be a friendly,
welcoming and caring
church, where people can
come and feel relaxed;
a place of belonging.
We seek to develop our
prayer life and engage with
God in a culturally appropriate
and meaningful way. We
encourage intimacy and

•

•

encounter through corporate
worship, Small Group fellowship
and personal devotion.
We seek to create opportunities
for each person to feel part
of the church, participating
and contributing through
a wide range of ministries.
We encourage everyone
to discover and use their
gifts and talents.
We seek to create opportunities
for people to grow in faith by
providing Bible-based teaching
and training that is relevant
and thoughtful, equipping
members for everyday life.

Strengths & Weaknesses

A

Rainham, outreach towards
the older folk and the
more vulnerable has been
more fruitful over the
last few years with our
various weekday fellowship meetings
and the initiative in The Ship. One of
the strongest aspects of our outreach
ministry is towards the vulnerable.
Our diverse nature as
a congregation is also a great
strength as it has allowed us to cross
cultural boundaries, and we even
have many from our church family
who have gone overseas to plant
churches and do mission work.
However, the middle age group
(those aged 35-50) tend to be under
great pressure with work and family
commitments at home and abroad, and
so find it difficult even to attend regularly.
This means that one of our most difficult
areas of outreach is towards younger
families. Most families with children who
have joined us were already committed
Christians and most of our “home-grown”
t

young couples no longer live here.
At Wennington, we are a close knit,
caring, generous and all-inclusive church
community. Often the comment is made
about how folk feel welcome. There is
a tangible atmosphere of warmth and
love. We hold several outreach events,
and as our church hall is in disrepair at the
moment, these are held in the church,
and in the church grounds depending
on the weather. These events are very
popular with the church family and wider
community—over recent years we have
worked enthusiastically to reach out and
develop links between the residents and
church family, which is beginning to bear
fruit. This is definitely a work in progress.
Our weakest area at Wennington
is that we don’t have a youth ministry
of our own as yet, as we don’t
have very many younger people in
attendance. However, we do strive to
make provision for those who come,
actively working towards offering an
appropriately equipped children’s area.

Our Local Area

T

he Parish of

Rainham
with Wennington
is situated in the
London Borough
of Havering within
the Metropolitan Green Belt
and between Dagenham and
Purfleet. The ecclesiastical
Parishes are part of the Rainham
and Wennington Ward which
has a population of around
12,482 (data from 2011).

Transport Links
Access to the area is via the Ferry
Lane or Rainham & Wennington
turn-offs on the A13 from the
M25, the C2C rail line (Rainham
Station) and five main bus routes:
165, 287, 103, 652 and 372. These
also represent the area’s great
transport links, enabling residents
to easily travel into Central
London on the C2C line to
Fenchurch Street. The A13 is the
main road that runs past the area
from Central London through to
Southend and Shoeburyness.
The bus routes provide access
to other parts of the Borough
such as Romford, Upminster,
Hornchurch, and out of the

Borough into Thurrock. These
also link to London Tube services.

Shopping
The closest shopping areas
to Rainham and Wennington
are the local Tesco Extra
superstore in Rainham, smaller
independent shops in the Village
area, the Lakeside Shopping
Centre in Thurrock, as well
as the Hornchurch, Elm Park
and Romford Town Centres.

Schools
The Rainham and Wennington
area is home to three primary
schools and one secondary
school. Rainham Village Primary
School also has nursery facilities
and shares part of their building
with the Rainham Children’s
Centre which has post-natal
services and stay & play. There
is also the Parsonage Farm
Primary School, and Brady
Primary School, which is the
closest one to Wennington.
Harris Academy is located
next to Brady Primary and is
the local secondary school.

Rainham
The Parish of Rainham is centred around
its Victorian village area where many of
its sites of historic interest are located
including our Norman Church of St
Helen & St Giles, Georgian town house
of Rainham Hall which is operated by
the National Trust, and several other
Victorian buildings, pubs and shopfronts. The Rainham War Memorial,
colloquially “Clocktower”, sits on the
large paved area opposite the Church
and is the focal point for both our
Remembrance Sunday Service and
the twice-yearly Village Fayres.
It is the larger of the two Parishes
both in terms of physical spread and
population, and is quite a culturally
diverse area Rainham’s main village
road is Upminster Road and is divided
into South and North by the A1306
which runs through as the main road
connecting Rainham to Dagenham
on one end and into Wennington
and feeding the A13 at the other.
The church, village area, and
most local shops are located on the
Upminster Road South side, and the
houses on this side are generally older
with a few new builds, whereas the
Vicarage is located on the Upminster
Road North side which has more

independently built houses and is
considered the quieter end of Rainham.
There is a relatively newly
built large library by the railway
station which is a very popular facility
that also provides free events for
all ages and hall space for hire.
The smaller independent shops and
facilities in Rainham include a dry
cleaners, plenty of hairdressers, cafes
and takeaways, as well as niche interests
such as a photography shop, carpet
shop and army surplus store. There
is also a Royal Mail delivery office
and Post Offices around the area.

Village Fayres
The Rainham Association for Village
Events (RAVE) is responsible for running
two village fayres per year in Rainham—
one on the May Day Bank Holiday
and the other on the first Saturday
in December. These are always well
supported and attended by residents,
and we as a church work closely
with RAVE to facilitate the events. The
church opens for visitors on the day
and at the Christmas Fayre plays host
to school choirs. We also hold our
Christingle Service at this event.

Wennington
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The Parish of Wennington is
located in a small idyllic village
setting to the South-East of
Rainham approximately 2 miles
from Rainham Village. It has a
population of approximately 300
villagers and its main throughroad is Wennington Road which
runs from The Broadway near
Rainham Library, to the A1306.
The village is, in the main, a
linear village with approximately 80
houses with a mixture of terraced
cottages, semi-detatched, self
build, and detached farm houses.
There is a pub (Lennard’s), Premier
Inn & Restaurant (Willow Farm),
and a newer Golf Course with
driving range and restaurant.
There is also a mixture of
light commercial premises dealing
mainly in cars, timber and other
light industry. The main village
is surrounded by agricultural
land with its farm houses and
associated farm buildings, some
of which contain packing plants
for cheap agricultural labour.

Our Norman Church of St Mary &
St Peter is the main site of historic
interest and there is a nearby Green
on which community events are
run including the Remembrance
Sunday Commemoration. The
village is also home to the
sole fire station in the area.
To the south lie Wennington
Marshes which now form part
of the RSPB’s Rainham Marshes
Nature Reserve. The visitor centre
for the nature reserve is easily
accessible off the A1306 further
along in Purfleet. There is free
entry for residents of Havering
and Thurrock and it is very nice to
walk around. Additionally there is
a long riverside walk from Ferry
Lane in Rainham which leads to
the reserve, although entry is
still through the visitor centre.
While Wennington does
have its own church hall, it is
currently in a state of disrepair
and is unable to be used, so
most village events are centred
around the church and grounds.

Church History
Rainham Parish Church of St Helen & St Giles

T

Church of St Helen
& St Giles is a Grade I
listed building of high
historical and architectural
importance. It was built
around 1170AD by Richard de Lucy, and
despite some alterations, stands as it
was built, with chancel, nave, aisles
and tower. It is dedicated to St. Helen,
or Helena (c. 247–327AD) who was
reputedly British and by her marriage
to a Roman Officer became the mother
of Constantine the Great; and St. Giles
(c.7th century), who was Greek. Such a
dedication is unique in the British Isles.
Up to 1327AD it was administered
by the Abbot of Lesnes Abbey; the
vicars since then are listed to the right
of the church door. There is much
to be observed, but two features
are unique and cannot be matched
in any other church in the country;
the beautiful arrangement of the six
small windows in the east wall of the
chancel, and the eye-like shaping
he
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of the six clerestory windows.
The walls are built of septaria,
a rocklike substance eroded from
the clay cliffs of the Essex coast, and
flint-rubble, with limestone dressings.
Clunch, a hard chalk, is included in
the interior work, thus most of the
building materials are local. All of the
east windows were bricked up for 150
years before the 1897–1910 restoration.
They now follow the Norman pattern.
The Norman chancel arch is one of the
best preserved examples of its kind.
Note the doorway and the
roodloft stairs which originally gave
acess to a parapet of the rood
loft on which images would have
been displayed. The graffito in the
staircase wall of a cog, or twomasted sailing vessel is interesting.
This was probably pre-Reformation.
There are three 17th century
bells in the tower, which are no
longer able to be rung due to their
supports being too decayed.

Wennington Parish Church of St Mary & St Peter

T

Church of St Mary and St
Peter has had a presence
in the small village of
Wennington for over
800 years and is still an
active place of worship, with a small
congregation meeting regularly. The
present church was built around
1248AD and has been added to since.
The tower is at the West end of the
chancel to the East. Entry to the church
is by way of the porch on the North
side of the building that dates from
the late 1800s. The date of the first
church on the site, the Saxon one,
is difficult to pin down. Certainly
there was a church at Wennington
by 1042-1044, when Edward the
Confessor confirmed the Parish as
belonging to Westminster Abbey.
A charity called Friends of
Wennington Church was formed
when the church, a Grade II* listed
building, was threatened with
redundancy due to it being in a state
he

of disrepair. The Parochial Church
Council at that time could not see
how the necessary repairs could be
paid for. Fundraising started, and
with grants from English Heritage
and other bodies such as Essex Over
The Border, work commenced on
essential roofing works. Slowly, the
building was restored to a sound
state of repair. Friends of Wennington
Church disbanded in 2016, and their
role has subsequently been passed
on to Friends of Essex Churches.

What Happens on Sundays?
SERVICE TIMES

Wennington Parish Church
Sundays 10am
Morning Prayer – 2nd & 4th Sunday
Holy Communion – 1st & 3rd Sunday
Followed by refreshments and
an opportunity for fellowship.
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Rainham Parish Church
Sundays 10:30am
Family Service – 1st & 3rd Sundays
Holy Communion – 2nd Sunday
All Age Service – 4th Sunday
Followed by refreshments and
an opportunity for fellowship.
Sundays 6:30pm
Evening Prayer- 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays
Holy Communion- 4th Sunday
Midweek
10am at Rainham
BCP Holy Communion—2nd Wednesday
(Book of Common Prayer 1662)

T

Sunday morning service
at Wennington begins
at 10am and services at
Rainham are at 10:30am
and 6:30pm. Each of
the three services has its distinctive
style but all are based on our shared
modern English service book and
aim to be open to the leading of the
Holy Spirit. Each congregation has
a celebration of Holy Communion
on one Sunday in the month (two at
WPC). We all follow the same themes
and readings and a number of those
wth preaching and worship leading
gifts will minister in both churches.
At the Rainham morning service
he

we aim to make every age group feel
welcome and it is attended by those
from babyhood to 90+. It is a lively,
often innovative service, using our
audio-visual system and a mixture of
new and traditional worship songs.
Use of the service book is flexible but
leaders ensure that the main elements
are included. Young people from
3–17 go to their own groups after
around 20 minutes (before readings
and sermon) on most Sundays. Our
Holy Communion service is unusual
as we celebrate the sacrament at
the beginning so that young people
can take part with their families.
On one Sunday of each month we
have an All-Age Service led by the
young people and their leaders.
There is often opportunity
to share testimonies (at the service
leader’s discretion) and prayer
ministry is always offered at the
end of the service. There are
refreshments served and plenty
of time to meet and chat. Average
attendance can vary throughout the
year from around 60–80 people.

At the evening service we tend
to follow the service book more
closely and have a rather more
traditional mix of sung worship.
It is a smaller, quieter, but very
relaxed and welcoming service,
supported by a number of our
older, very faithful church members,
and appreciated by those who
have to work on Sundays (notably,
nurses) and those whose family
commitments make it the right time
for them. The evening service is
also appreciated and attended by
those who are out walking in the
evening and who drop in on the
off-chance. Average attendance
is around 10–20 people.
Our 10am weekly service
at Wennington is very similar
to Rainham’s morning service.
Each month we have a Holy
Communion service on the first
and third Sundays and a service
of Morning Prayer on the second
and fourth Sundays. If there is a
fifth Sunday, we have a Creative
Service which is more “off page”

but still keeps to the Bible teaching
and theme for the week.
Although our congregation
is older than the one at
Rainham’s morning service, we
welcome people of all ages
at Wennington. We open the
church to Brady Primary School
for their annual Christmas,
Easter and Harvest services
and a team from Wennington
is available to take assemblies
for local Primary Schools.
Refreshments are served
at the end of services at
Wennington and there is plenty
of opportunity for fellowship.
Average attendance is between
25 and 30 people each Sunday.

Ministries—Whole Body Ministry
Worship

T

at Rainham
Parish Church aims to be
fluid in leading, so that
people are freely able to
bring praise and worship
to God in deeper intimacy without
distraction. We want to be able to
consistently and continually lead and
play in such a way to enable us as
the Body to focus more clearly on
the God we are worshipping, and
to allow Him space to minister to
us. Generally the worship team has
been growing towards this aim over
he worship ministry
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the last few years, using a mixture of
traditional, contemporary and homegrown worship songs and hymns.
However at Rainham particularly
we have noticed definite peaks and
troughs over the years as we have
served as a jumping off point—where
many of our members have moved
on to use their gifts more fully in other
churches. At this time we are keen
to welcome new people who can
give a musical lead to our worship.
This offers an exciting opportunity
for additional musicians to join and

prayerfully seek the direction for our
sung worship. We have a pipe organ
that is used by organists whom we
hire from outside for funerals and
weddings, although on occasion
the main worship team have played
successfully at weddings on request.
We also have a small robed choir
made up of our older members who
get together for funerals, weddings
and the Remembrance Sunday
commemoration at the War Memorial.

At Wennington we believe music to be an integral
part of our worship. Our music group comprises a
small choir and instruments. We add extra singers
for celebrational services at Christmas, Easter,
Pentecost, Harvest and Advent. The music we
use is a mixture of modern and traditional hymns
and some original compositions. We are vocally
led; we enjoy using vocal harmonies, written or
extemporised and are always open to the Spirit.
Our instruments are usually acoustic guitar with
piano or electronic keyboard. There is a pipe organ
in the church, but this is used mainly for weddings,
funerals and traditional Christmas Services. The
main song book used for congregational worship
is Songs of Fellowship 1–4, and when songs from
other sources are used, word sheets are provided.
As well as our Sunday Services, we often
provide music at services of prayer and meditation,
and at social functions. For a number of years
we have sung Carols around Wennington Village
on the first Monday evening in December. We
have also recently ventured out into the wider
community, bringing a Christian message to care
homes and to those in sheltered accommodation.

Prayer Ministry & Praying Together

T

a prayer ministry
team (formerly called the
Healing Prayer Group)
at RPC since the 1980s,
trained and appointed by
successive members of the Clergy.
We continue to see them praying with
people, in confidence, each Sunday
at the end of the morning service
and often hear in our testimony times
how the Lord has moved in all kinds
of ways during these encounters.
As yet we do not have a team
at WPC but David and Jan Stainer are
there twice monthly and are happy to
offer prayer ministry. Team members
also (usually working in pairs) offer
regular extended ministry to those
need it for varying lengths of time.
Those involved have had the joy of
seeing so many ways in which God
brings healing and wholeness.
We have daily opportunities to
pray together at 9:30am in The Ship
and there are usually once weekly
morning gatherings at each church.
here has been
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There are a few prayer triplets and we
are being encouraged to form more.
We have monthly “Prayer Knights”
from about 7pm–9pm, attended by
members of both churches. There is
no set pattern but they nearly always
involve sung worship. praise and
thanksgiving. They may take the form
of either corporate prayer, listening
to God, or meditative prayer stations
and sometimes prophecy
and words of knowledge
etc… will be given.
Prayer requests,
updates and causes for
praise can be sent to
the Parish Office and are
circulated around the
church family via email as
part of our “Epray” system.
Anything more confidential
goes only to the Clergy/
prayer ministry team.
There are also books
in both churches and in The
Ship for anyone to write

prayer requests. Those in the prayer
books in church are included in the
Sunday intercessions. Both churches
also include a facility to light candles for
loved ones. Our Sunday intercessions
at all three congregations are led by a
faithful team who lead us in prayer for
our church, local community, nation,
government and the wider world,
including use of our prayer books.

Youth & Children’s Ministry (YCM)

Y

CM is divided into 2 groups.
GIG (Growing in Grace) is
for the 3–11 age group and
IGNITE for 11–17. We go to
the church hall part way
through the Sunday morning service
except during school holidays and on
the 4th Sunday in each month when
we lead the all-age service in church.
(explained in section about services).
Sarah Pucenot is our co-ordinator
for YCM and all-age services. Her
husband, Nick, is our Community Youth
Minister, leading IGNITE with the team

as well as working in our local senior
schools and on community projects.
(More about Nick’s role in “Who’s Who”).
The group meet for creative teaching,
discussion, prayer and fellowship,
aiming to share the Good News, to
create disciples and enable them
to be confident in their faith and in
discovering and using their gifts.
Average Sunday attendance
is 8–10 young people. IGNITE also
have a number of well supported
events and outings during the year
for the members and their friends.
The leaders continue to support
those who have entered young
adulthood with one-to-one contact
and small group get-togethers.
GIG is led by Katrina Fuja and a
small team. We look at Bible teaching
in a variety of fun and engaging ways,
also aiming to share the good news,
build the children’s experience and
knowledge of God, and increase
their confidence to share their faith
and minister to others. Over the last

year attendance has varied between
3 and 16 with an average of 9/10.
Both groups usually follow the
church teaching themes, adapted to
the members’ ages and experience.
During last Spring and Summer
we were privileged to teach the
course on “Children Receiving Holy
Communion” in both groups, with
full parental support. The children
took part with enthusiasm and real
commitment and their first communion
was a celebratory day for the whole
church family. Several have also
been baptised and/or confirmed.

Rainham Community Youth Worker

N

Pucenot is our
Rainham Community
Youth Worker (RCYW)
who has been accredited
by the Diocese. He has a
big heart for young people and seeing
them grow into the fullness to which
God calls each and everyone of us.
As our Youth Pastor, Nick works
within RPC leading our IGNITE (11–17s)
youth ministries, focusing on discipling
and allowing them to identify, use and
release their giftings. He also works very
closely with the children’s ministry.
As RCYW, Nick furthers his work in
local secondary schools working closely
with them in mentoring students either
one-to-one or in groups, encouraging
and helping students work towards
their exams, and helping to grow their
confidence, trust and decision-making
abilities. He was also instrumental in
the creation of a Christian Forum at one
of the local secondary schools which
allows students the freedom to ask
questions about faith that they could not
icolas
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otherwise ask, let students come to faith
and as well as being a place for fun.
Nick also mentors our students
in church, and has helped many of our
young people in their preparations to go
to university or college, “It’s a pleasure
to walk with them on their journey
and be able to do life with them”. For
many years, Nick has organised and
spearheaded youth and children’s
outreach events—movie nights, ice
skating, summer family days etc… as
well as youth praise nights working in
collaboration with the worship team.
Additionally in his role, he does a
lot of networking in the local community,
liaising with other churches within and
outside of our MMU (PIMMs), and takes
part in monthly youth workers’ NET
meetings that happen in Romford, and
has worked closely with other youth
workers in creating events for schools
and young people in their communities.

Other Ministries
Service leaders

AV System

Administering the Cup

A number of those in our congregations
are able to regularly lead services.

At the Rainham morning service, we
have a small number of people who
are trained to use our AV system,
including loading service plans onto
SongPro, monitoring sound levels
of instruments and microphones,
operating the laptop during the service
and ensuring our sermons are recorded
to later be uploaded to our website.

A few members of each congregation
are authorised to administer Holy
Communion, acting both as assistants
during the service and serving home
Communion for those of our church
family who are house-bound.

Preachers
We have several gifted preachers
who each bring their own styles to
the teaching. All of those involved in
aspects of leading services—leaders,
preachers, intercessors, worship
leaders as well as YCM leaders—follow
along with the same weekly teaching
theme, which is usually written by the
incumbent or associate minister.

Bible Readers
By far our largest teams in each
congregation are the ones made
up of those who do our Scripture
readings during the service. We
have two Scripture readings each
week—one each from the Old and
New Testaments in relation to the
teaching theme for the week.

Refreshments
We have a regular rotation of
refreshments team members
in each of our two morning
congregations who serve drinks,
biscuits and fruit (and sometimes
cake!) at the end of the service.

Welcome Team
We have a dedicated team in each
congregation who welcome people
into the church as they arrive, and
Sidespersons on duty who carry
the plate and count the collection
at the end of the service.

Flowers & Cleaning
Midweek we have cleaning and
flower arranging teams who ensure
that our churches are looking their
best and appropriately coloured for
the season with wonderful flower
displays and rotation of banners
around the building for relevant
periods in the church calendar.

Who’s Who
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Revd David & Jan Stainer

Shirley Phillips

David is our Associate Minister
at Rainham and Wennington.
David is married to Jan, and
they have two children and
five grandchildren. Jan works
in administration for two local Christian charities:
Havering Street Pastors and Hope 4 Havering
who work with the homeless. David works at the
Evangelical Alliance.

Shirley is one of Rainham’s two
Churchwardens and is also the
manager for The Ship where
her vision is to feed the hungry
and the needy. She works
closely alongside Rainham FoodBank and aims to
provide a place of safety and friendship for those
seeking refuge. Shirley is married to Glenn and
loves spending time with people.

Stephanie Bare

Pat Sanders

My name is Stephanie and I have
the privilege of being one of
Rainham’s two chuchwardens,
and always aim to do the best
that I can with God’s help. I am
blessed with a supportive, wonderful husband and
two amazing children. I thank God always for the
gift of family and pray that He will bless those who
want to experience this with His favour.

Pat is married to Alan with
two children and two
grandchildren. Pat worked as
a teaching assistant in Rainham
village school for over 25
years where music became her favoured subject,
now in retirement Pat continues to run the school
choir. Pat is currently in her third year serving as
Churchwarden for Wennington.

Tim Stock

Nicolas & Sarah Pucenot

My name is Timothy Stock and
I am churchwarden at WPC.
I moved to Wennington in
1980 with my wife Maggie
and two daughters. We since
had another three sons. All our children had a
great time growing up in the village. I have been a
gravedigger for over forty years. I enjoy being part
of a team keeping the church grounds tidy, and
helping out the local community whenever I can.

Nick is our Rainham
Community Youth Worker
and Youth Minister. He leads
all the youth groups and
events at Rainham and also
spends time in local secondary schools, getting
involved where needed. Sarah oversees all
children and youth ministries at Rainham. Nick is
married to Sarah and they have two children.

Katrina Fuja

Alan Dell

Katrina leads our GIG children’s
group with a dedicated team
of volunteers. Katrina and her
team are passionate about
discipling young children into
relationship with Jesus. Katrina enjoys reading
novels and learning about history. She married
her husband, Stephen, in September 2016.

As Administrator for both
Parishes, Alan manages the
church’s communications
and media, bookings for
occasional offices and being
secretary for both PCCs. Alan is one of our worship
leaders at Rainham and plays the guitar. He is
married to Emma and they have two children.

T

Ship Centre, our
community cafe and
shop in Rainham
Village, just opposite
the church, was
originally the vision of Tom Lynds,
a former vicar. It was bought
by gifts from the church family
about 26 years ago and much of
the work to transform it from its
previous use was done by them.
About 4 years ago
we closed for some months.
Eating places in Rainham had
proliferated and we no longer
found the Ship was giving us
many outreach opportunities.
After a great deal of prayer,
seeking God’s way for the
future, we reopened. Led
by Shirley Phillips, who was
appointed as Outreach Manager,
we now had a new vision,
perhaps best summed up in
our welcome poster (right).
he
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The Ship has now become
widely known in the area as the
place where anyone can afford
and enjoy a meal, whether or
not they have money. It’s seen
as friendly and welcoming and
there are often opportunities
to minister to pray with and
befriend people with all sorts
of needs. Others come simply
because they like the company,
have made friendships here and
like the fairly traditional menu.
Their donations are a great help.
A team of volunteers assist
Shirley and our kitchen manager,
Jo Barclay. Some are church
members, some are seeking
work experience in order to
get back into employment and
others have come as customers
and wanted to help. Other
customers and supporters help
with money, baking, buying
groceries etc… and we are

generously supported by Tesco.
We work alongside the food bank
who often direct new people to
us and we find God’s provision is
always enough to give extras to
those who need help urgently.
A weekly small group called
Genesis began soon after we
reopened, aiming to nurture and
disciple customers and volunteers
who have come to Christ. Some
have also joined the church and
even been baptised and confirmed.
We open Monday–Friday
from 10am until 2:30pm. All are
welcome to join us for prayer each
morning before opening. The Ship
is available for church groups and
events and is for hire on Saturdays
and in the evenings. There is a
flat above which is rented out
and a small upstairs room used
for storage and administration.

Small Groups

E

the church is encouraged to be
part of a smaller fellowship group which we call
“Small Groups”. Each group meets midweek on
a fortnightly basis in members’ homes; some in
the evening, others during the day. Small groups
are open to anyone joining in and provide fellowship and
support; encouragement and equipping each member
very member of
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to grow in their relationship with God, as well as having
fun together in a relaxed and friendly environment.
As the Body of Christ, we reflect the model of
the Temple in that we have access to God (upward),
fellowship with one another (inward) and we are called
to engage with the world (outward). Each Small Group
is encouraged to focus on these three elements:

UPWARD:
Where we can grow in our relationship with God through mutual encouragement, guidance, study and prayer.
INWARD:
Where we can be comfortable and secure in our fellowship with one another and
where we can find our main source of support and pastoral care.
OUTWARD:
Where we can seek God and discover how and where He wants us to reach out to those outside
the church and be the place of belonging for those with whom we build relationships.

“

In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become
a holy temple to the Lord and in Him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.
Ephesians 2:21–22

Midweek Groups

Rainham Mothers’ Union has been
here for 90 years. We currently have
29 members and meet on the first
Wednesday of each month in St Helen’s
Hall at 2.00pm. We support members
now unable to attend, (in nursing
homes or unwell). At most meetings we
have a speaker, we strongly support
the (Women’s) World day Of Prayer
and have an afternoon carol service
in Church each December, when we
are joined by other Havering MUs
and many friends and families.

Togetherness is a group of men and
women who meet on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month in St Helen’s Hall. We
started 10 years ago when folk who
had been part of a six week “HOPE”
bereavement course decided they

would like to continue to meet, to talk
and enjoy each-others’ company. The
group is now open to anyone who
likes to come along, whether regularly
or occasionally. We began with 10
members and now have 40 on the
books, with 25–30 coming each month.
We share birthdays, Pancake day, our
group birthday in May, and have a
Christmas meal. Once in a while we
welcome a speaker and the “Adhoc
Choir”. Most months we bring our own
sandwiches and provide hot and cold
drinks for all. We begin with a short
prayer and the Lord’s prayer, then have
a LOT of chat and play board games.
We are there from 12noon until 2:30pm.
Most members help by serving drinks,
washing up and clearing up the hall.

Ladies Elevenses
This event is held in Wennington Church
three times a year. An assortment of
fruit cakes, toast etc… is provided, then
we have a Christian guest speaker or
in-house speaker. Our most famous

guest was Fiona Castle. There is a small
catering team and folk make voluntary
donations, the monies going towards
their expenses, and anything left is
donated to a charity of their choosing.

Men’s Ministry
The Men’s Group continues to meet on
the first Monday of the month in The
Ship with about 8–14 men attending
from both Rainham and Wennington.
We play various board and card
games and chat over tea and biscuits.
Our one event in 2018 was singing a
Dad’s Army Medley of songs at RPC’s
Christmas Concert, and we helped
by putting up the marquees as well
as making teas at the Rainham Village
May Fayre. All men are welcome.

Events & Links with the Community
Rainham Fayres
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The Rainham Association for Village
Events (RAVE) organises two annual
fayre days centred around the
Rainham Village area—one on the
May Day Bank Holiday and the
Christmas Fayre on the first Saturday
in December. We are delighted
that the clergy have always been
invited to offer a spiritual input in
the programme which is printed.
On the day, from the War
Memorial on the paved area
opposite the church, all along the
Village part of Upminster Road
South, the street is packed with
stalls of local businesses and
independent holders with a wide
variety of seasonal products for
sale. The fayre often also extends
onto the Rainham Recreation
Ground, which is a large field and
play park next to Tesco, where
more elaborate fairground rides,
activities and food stalls are present.
At the War Memorial there
is a usually a stage with live

entertainment from local groups.
Rainham Parish Church gets
involved to support both fayre
days. We have The Ship open
serving food, a couple of stalls
outside, and we open the church
itself for visitors and refreshments,
displaying our rich history and
offering prayer support, as well
as hosting local school choirs
at Christmastime. During the
Christmas Fayre we also hold our
Christingle service which is always
well attended by those who are
dropping in and out from the fayre.
In the church grounds we also have
marquees, stalls and a bouncy
castle (weather dependent).

Wennington Events
Throughout the year we achieve
outreach to the community by running
several events such as Quiz Nights,
Cream Teas in the Church grounds,
Variety Shows, Macmillan Coffee
Mornings, Ladies Elevensies, and
charitable Table Top Sales. We also
open the church to the community for
any events such as visits by the local
Gospel Choir and the local school.
We also produce dramatic services
to enhance our Christmas, Harvest
and Easter services. As our church
hall is in disrepair at present, the
Wennington Village Association (WVA)
also use the church for their monthly
meetings and social gatherings.

Primary Schools
We have special links to the local Brady
Primary School as it takes its name from
a former vicar of Wennington, the Revd
Nicholas Brady. The school is always
keen to show the pupils the link to the
church and its history. The children visit
the church annually for Easter, Christmas
(with their own Carol Concert led by the

pupils) and a truly wonderful Harvest
Festival Service where they fill the
church with produce that is distributed
to local FoodBanks and the needy.
Pat Sanders, one of our
Churchwardens runs the school choir
at Rainham Village Primary School, the
choir members participate in services
at both Rainham and Wennington
Churches over the Christmas and
Easter holiday periods. This year saw
members of the congregation of
Wennington lead Harvest Festivals at
other local primary schools; an initiative
we hope to increase in the future.

Village Association
Wennington Village Association has
now been established for many years. It
is run by and for members of the Village
Community and aims to help and inform
them. The WVA circulates a monthly
news sheet to keep the residents
informed of Village and Church events.
Although most of our
congregation lives outside Wennington
Village, over the past few years
we have renewed our efforts to
strengthen links with those living

there. As a church we now take an
active part in Village Events. We
support and help with the Village
Clean Up in the Spring, Wennington
Summer Fete on the Village Green,
Bulb Planting round the Village and
a Remembrance Day Service on the
Green in November. Members of the
Village Community have also been
involved in Church Events, such as
cream teas and Christmas Services.
In November 2018, members of the
Church and the Villagers Association
combined forces to organise a
Coffee, Cakes and Stalls event in aid
of Macmillan Cancer Support. There
are now plans to organise more
similar events together in the future.”

PIMMs—Partners in Ministry & Mission

I
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n January 2017 the process of
developing collaboration began
between the Parishes of St Helen
& St Giles in Rainham (with St
Mary & St Peter at Wennington),
St John & St Matthew in South
Hornchurch and St Nicholas in Elm Park.
The Bishop of Chelmsford,
Stephen Cottrell, in announcing his
Diocese-wide strategy for mission
and discipleship (Transforming
Presence), wrote on the Diocesan
website, “As the Church of England
in East London and Essex we have
a strong presence, but we are part
of something infinitely bigger than
ourselves and the geographical patch
that we represent and are responsible
for. We are members of an international
movement which encourages human
flourishing, works for justice and peace
and displays signs of God’s activity in
the world. And as such we are called
to be beacons of hope and carriers of
joy!” As the strategy has developed,
Ministry and Mission Units (MMUs) have

been created which encourage Parishes
to collaborate together, to make best
use of their resources, and to be a
support to each other in time of need.
The four parishes that have
come together in an MMU—known
in the Havering Deanery as PIMMs
(Partners in Ministry & Mission)—form
a geographic column stretching
across the southern section of the
Borough down to the northern bank
of the River Thames; all part of the
Borough of Havering and totalling a
population of 39,000 as calculated in
the 2011 census. This has continued to
expand in the intervening years and
will expand significantly as the Beam
Park Development moves forward.
Historically, all four parishes
enjoyed close links through a number
of church and community networks
and have all been affected by the
demographic and economic changes
to which the outer areas of Greater
London have been exposed (greater
transience of population, increased

presence of minorities, many from
central Europe, and decreasing home
ownership as properties have been
bought up and rented out) in the
last decade. The current clergy have
begun to work together to develop
a shared approach to mission and
ministry which recognises and values
difference in tradition while seeking to
share the different skills and abilities.
This is particularly important
when considering the very large
increase in population in the Beam Park
Development which will include 3,600
new homes and proposals for a new
Church of England school for 4–11 year
olds (triple entry). The establishment
of this PIMM is still in its infancy.
Our new partnership is a
journey of discovery where leadership,
resources, teaching, vision and
fellowship are shared as we seek
to grow closer together across our
Parishes to create new and fresh
opportunities of sharing the Gospel
together in our communities. There

is a challenge here of pioneering
and modelling a new approach
to collaborative ministry and reenvisioning our Parishes with a
new mind-set that will enable us to
serve one another as one church.
There are a variety of things under
consideration that will shape what we
seek to develop. These may include:
• Collegial support and
encouragement across our
leadership teams, both clergy and
lay, with greater accountability
for each other’s welfare,
wellbeing and workload.
• Shared responsibility in the
distribution of our Parish
Share within our PIMM.
• A Forum for our church wardens
to meet and support one another
and spearhead initiatives in
collaboration with our clergy team.
• Developing joint gatherings and
celebrations where appropriate.
e.g. PIMM Confirmation Services,
joint prayer nights, parish vision

•

•
•

sharing days, social events.
Shared training and teaching
e.g. prayer ministry, children’s
and youth work, supporting
and equipping small groups.
Equipping, resourcing and
sharing missional opportunities
Shaping the development of
the Beam Park project which will
potentially increase our mission
field by approximately a further
24,000 people and ensuring
there is a spiritual input into
the identity and life of this new
community as it emerges. The
new appointee will have a key
role as part of this leadership team
in developing the direction and
scope of this PIMM venture as
together we look to the future.

Charities
Rainham
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We work in partnership with Rainham
FoodBank in our community to
demonstrate the practical love of God,
to revive hope, restore dignity and
promote integration of those in crisis.
Rainham & Wennington Parish Churches
(RWPC) and Rainham FoodBank have
been able to work collaboratively to
provide support to many of the local
clients who come to the FoodBank in
a number of ways, providing support
either in the FoodBank local office
or our Ship Centre. We interact with
the clients inviting them to The Ship
for hot meals, we engage with them,
pray for those who want/need it and
generally make them feel valued and
encouraged. Together we have been
able to lead a number of the clients
to Christ and have baptised them.
We have also been able to
encourage those who have accepted
our Lord as their personal Lord and

Saviour to stand firm in their faith and
grow by the introduction of Genesis
(a Bible-study group) in The Ship
Centre. God continues to expand
the vision for the FoodBank that is
now running the “more than food”
project, providing additional support
alongside emergency food to help
our clients address the underlying
issues behind their crisis. These are
Sewing Project/Advocacy & Advice
Service/Basic Skills/Budgeting &
Money Management/Clothes Bank.
We continue to pray for God’s
will, guidance, and plan for this ministry
as we provide through His grace
practical support to help people cope
in crisis, signpost them to other services,
help them recover, rebuild their lives
and break the cycle of poverty.

Shoebox Appeal

Since 1996 Rainham Parish Church has
been involved with filling shoeboxes
Our combined total of shoeboxes in
2018 from Rainham and Wennington
came to around 96, which were all

collected into church, blessed and sent
off during November. A small shoebox
can have a big impact. What goes
into the box is fun, but what comes
out is eternal. We are proud to be part
of changing children’s lives all over
the world in Jesus’ name through the
power of a simple gift with Samaritan’s
Purse Operation Christmas Child, and
we pray that these gifts, along with
so many others from churches and
organisations all over, will bring joy
to all the children who receive them.
Over the years, many thousands have
been sent, and over the past 8–10 years
Wennington have also been involved.
At Wennington our grandchildren
often get involved as well.

Hope4Havering
Hope4Havering is a registered
charity that provides a night shelter
for homeless people in Havering
every night of the week. As a “packand-go” shelter, until recently they
have used the St Helen’s Parish Hall
every Thursday evening from 7pm
through to 8am on Friday morning.
There were usually up to 20 guests
sleeping on mattresses on the floor.
The charity provided the mattress, a
duvet and a pillow along with bed
linen. Each guest got to keep their
own bedding in a large box which was
transported to each venue every night.
All guests needed to have been
referred to Hope4Havering prior to
their arrival. They arrived between 7:30
and 8pm then sign in and the team
provide drinks for them. The bedding
was brought in from the van at 8pm
and people set up their beds in the
hall. Dinner was then served. Through
the year various people have cooked
food on Thursday evenings including

members of our own congregation.
The team of volunteers then
cleared the plates etc and sat and
chatted with guests, played board
games or did crosswords. Two
people slept over with the guests
and they arrived around 9:30/10pm.
Lights out was 11pm and
guests were woken again at 6:20am.
The overnight team then provided
teas, coffees and breakfast once the
bedding was all back on the van. The
building was tidied and empty by 8am
and the whole process began again on
Friday evening at the next church hall.
St Helen’s Parish Hall was the
smallest venue and sometimes it got a
little cosy in there. But Hope4Havering
has been very grateful to the church for
allowing them to use the building every
week. It has been a way of showing
that we care about those in difficult
situations, in this case nowhere to stay.
Very recently, Hope4Havering
has been given the go ahead to use
premises in Romford as a permanent
shelter for a few years. This is great
news and means that the churches no

longer have to offer church halls for
people to sleep in. However we are
looking forward to finding other ways
to support the night shelter which may
include more people volunteering.

Our Buildings

Your New Home

T

Vicarage at 73 Lake
Avenue, is located
on the other side of
Rainham to the Village,
off Upminster Road
North. This end of Rainham is,
however, much quieter than the
much busier Village area, which
is still only a 5 minute drive away.
There are also nearby bus stops.
Nearby is Berwick Woods
which is 72 acres of privately
owned woodland open to
the public, accessed from
Abbey Wood Lane. Berwick
is a fantastic place to go for a
walk with large woodland, lakes
and meadows, connecting
almost seamlessly to
the Essex Wildlife Trust’s
Hornchurch Country Park.
The Vicarage itself is a
large, detatched 5-bedroom
house offering a very
spacious main living room
which spans the depth of the
house. Downstairs, the main
entrance hall leads to the
living room on the left, and
another large study/office/
he

meeting room on the right, both
of which have fireplaces. Past the
stairs and the understair toilet, is
the dining room and kitchen.
Immediately upstairs is a
good sized, bright bathroom,
and the five bedrooms. There is
also a further staircase leadng to
a loft room with a roof window
and storage cupboard.
Both the living room
and kitchen have access to a
very sizeable garden with a
large garage to the rear. Out
front, there is both on-street
parking and a driveway.

Our Churches

B

church buildings
are of Norman design and
have stood, in relatively
the same condition since
the 12th and 13th centuries.
Rainham Parish Church is
the older of the two buildings and
Grade I listed, it retains much of its
12th century stonework, however
it had an extensive Restoration at
the end of the Victorian Era.
In 2006, the remains of the
Victorian screen separating the nave
and chancel was removed and
repositioned in order to open the area
up. In 2011 a breakfast bar for serving
refreshments was added to the West
end of the North Aisle, and in 2012 an
extensive Audio-Visual system was
installed around the church, including
television screens in the aisles, a
projector and screen in the Nave, and
small speakers around the Nave and
Chancel with the AV desk and mixer
set at the West end of the Nave.
There are also creche and
toilet facilities in the Vestry in the
Tower, and we have had to make
various repairs to the ceiling plaster
and stained glass over the years.
oth of our
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We also very recently installed new
pew seating cushions with funds
raised from the church family.
We are currently applying
for grants and raising funds to
continue repairs and repointing
to the outside of the Tower.
Wennington Parish Church is
Grade II* listed and has had more
drastic building changes over the
centuries, with the South Aisle added
around the 16th century. In more
recent years, there has been the
addition of a heater-lamp system,
installation of a Vestry/Office in the
Nave and a refreshments service
area, as well as the addition of new
pew seating cushions bought with
funds raised from the church family.
There are many parts of the
building that are in need of repair
and maintenance as flagged in our
last Quinquennial report, but our
current area of focus as of the time
of writing is getting the large historic
stained glass window cleaned.

St Helen’s Hall

S

Helen’s Hall is our
Church Hall at Rainham
Parish Church, which
has a large hall space
(for 60–80 people), an
upper room for smaller meetings,
a kitchen, three toilets and is
also home to our Parish Office
which is open Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9am–5pm .
The hall is located in
Rainham Village just around the
corner from the church and sits
next to the local St Helen’s Court
council estate flats. There is a
gated car park with enough space
t

The Ship & Flat
for around 20 vehicles, which
we had resurfaced in 2016.
We use the hall on Sunday
mornings as the venue for our
YCM groups—GIG (aged 3–11)
takes place in the main hall,
and IGNITE (aged 11–17) takes
place in the upper room. We
also offer the hall for hire during
the week for both one-off
events and regular bookings.
In 2017 we had extended
refurbishment works on the
premises to repaint and generally
spruce up the building including
repairs and new signage.

A

our
section on The Ship
on page 20, The Ship
is our church cafe
and primary outreach
into the community of Rainham,
feeding the hungry and serving
the needy in collaboration with
local charities. We also have a flat
at the top of the building which
we rent out. Please refer to page
20 for more information about the
mission and ministry of The Ship.
s mentioned in

Finances
Wennington

Rainham

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF ST MARY AND ST PETER WENNINGTON

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF St. Helen & St. Giles

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

Assets:
Bank Balances
TOTAL BANK BALANCES

Bal b/fwd
1 Jan 2017
£
58,011

Receipts

£
16,062

Payments

£
15,670

Bal c/fwd
31 Dec 2017
£
58,403

Respresented By:
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Unrestricted Funds:
Total Unrestricted Funds

Assets:

Receipts

Payments

Transfers

11

Bank Balances
TOTAL BANK BALANCES

£
481,541

£
164,520 -

£
204,353

Respresented By:
General Fund
Designated Fund (Church Restoration)
Total Unrestricted Funds

464,787
1,996
466,783

149,198 6
149,204 -

180,234 -

6,389

12,516

12,342

6,563

Restricted Funds:
(Bank A/c) Endowment
Other Funds
Organ Fund
Building Fund
Total Restricted Funds

2,621
7,052
24,570
20,000
51,622

3,016
530
3,546

3,057
271
3,328

2,621
7,012
24,829
20,000
51,841

Restricted Funds:
Church Tower Restoration
Church Communications Project
Youth Work
Youth Worker
Total Restricted Funds

Total funds

58,011

16,062

15,670

58,403

Total funds

Endowments

We usually have sufficient income to meet our general needs and pay our family purse in full.
We have been helped by donations from the Friends of Wennington who established the Organ
WeFund
usually
have
income
to meet
specifically
for enough
the restoration
of the church
organ. our general
The
other
main
restricted
fund
we
hold
is
for
restoration
work have
to be carried
out on the building.
needs and pay our Parish Share in full. We
been

helped by donations from the Friends of Wennington who
established the Organ Fund specifically for the restoration
of the church organ. The other main restricted fund we hold
is for restoration work to be carried out on the building.

Bal b/fwd
1 Jan 2017

180,234 -

4,936
11
4,925

9,320

3,701
1,647

Bal c/fwd
31 Dec 2017

£
453,704

441,817
441,817
10,406

5,348

3,239 4
3
12,070 15,316 -

6,940

17,179
24,119

481,451

164,520 -

204,353

-

170
3
5,109
4,936
11

1,481

1,481
453,704

-

Our Vicar

W

e asked our congregations and discussed both jointly and
separately as PCCs in Rainham and Wennington what qualities
we felt God was leading us to search for in a new leader for
our churches. After much prayer, it was felt that these would
be the ideal qualities we need in our new incumbent:

•
•
•
•
•

A pastoral heart—someone who is approachable and a people person.
Able to recognise and empower people’s giftings.
Able to encourage and build up our congregation—particularly
in relation to whole-body ministry and getting involved.
Can support and encourage our existing outreach as well as push us to
strive for more, and into what God has planned for us and our communities.
Someone who is enthusiastic and energetic in the above areas.

We are able to offer you:
• The support of an Associate Minister (SSM).
• Prayer and practical support from our ministry teams and team leaders.
• Working closely with our Administrator to help
keep communication lines open.
• Two local communities ripe for mission
• Large, spacious Vicarage with plenty of room for family.
• Three varied congregations diverse in culture and approach, but one in love.
• Whole body ministry—an actively involved church family with vision,
hungry for leadership and excited by what the future holds.
These are not exhaustive lists, and we ask that you prayerfully consider whether
you feel God is calling you to join us here in Rainham and Wennington.
We would love to hear from you and look forward to meeting you.

Our Deanery

H

Deanery broadly
equates to the London
Borough of Havering. The
main towns and villages
comprising Havering
also retain a sense of independence,
with the London Borough having
collected them together as a result
of the London Government Act 1963.
Older residents can still feel they are
a part of Essex, rather than a London
Borough, and so Havering has a sense of
transition between London and Essex.
The Deanery of Havering
comprises 21 benefices, with 27 church
buildings. There are 39 clergy (with
full and part time stipends, house
for duty, self-supporting and title
posts), plus a host of Licensed Lay
Ministers, and other paid, authorised
or voluntary staff. The combined
church Electoral Roll is around 3500.
As congregations, the Deanery
embraces the full spectrum of church
tradition. Once a major tension, this is
now seen as an opportunity to engage
more holistically in God’s Mission to
Havering, although differences remain.
With good clergy relationships and a
avering
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growing combined sense of purpose
in the Deanery Synod and Chapter,
over the last few years we have been
developing a Deanery Mission Plan in
response to the Transforming Presence
vision of the Diocese of Chelmsford. The
developing Deanery Plan has now been
absorbed into a documet. Over the past
eighteen months the Deanery Synod
has held a number of sessions working
together on how we can be ever more
effective as missionary disciples in
our individual and corporate lives.
Havering Deanery is situated
in the Barking Archdeaconry, which is
one of seven in the large Diocese of
Chelsmford, which incorporates East
London and Essex. We have a Diocesan
Bishop and three Area Bishops (Barking,
Bradwell, and Colchester). There are
many opportunities for clergy and
congregations to learn right across
the Diocese. And given the breadth
of the churchmanship and number
of churches represented, we can
share a multitude of experiences to
encourage and inform each other.

www.rainhamparishchurch.org.uk

