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Our priorities for next five years: 

In light of these priorities, our five key goals for the coming year are: 

 

 
 

 

To encourage training and development of skills in discussion, prayer and Bible study in order 

to increase opportunities for spiritual development and in turn, discover more about God’s 

love for all. … 

To facilitate people in 
the surrounding 

community to feel part 
of the Church by 

making ourselves, 
buildings and services 

accessible to all...

To strengthen 
the link between 

our churches 
and the 

communities 
that they serve...

To increase 
opportunities for  

spiritual 
development within 

the core church 
and wider 

community...

• Going Deeper into God 

•  Making New Disciples     

• Transforming Communities 

  United Benefice Vision… 

For the three churches to work more cohesively as a united benefice, in both church and social         

contexts… 

To build on existing links with our lower schools and in turn, reach out to 

middle and upper schools in the local area… 

 
 To increase opportunities for the ageing community to participate in events, services 

and activities… 

To connect and communicate more effectively, both with each other and 

the wider community, utilising social media to raise our profile… 
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...will be an energetic 
and visible leader 
with the ability to 

inspire, challenge and 
encourage

...will share in our 
commitment to 

nurture unity and 
communication 

across the benefice

...will lead worship in 
an enthusiastic and 

engaging style

...will embrace the 
challenges of two 

small rural churches, 
alongside a larger 

Church in a 
burgeoning market 

town

...will be resilient, 
pastoral and have a 

good sense of 
humour!

...will lead people in 
the growing life of 

prayer

...can relate to all 
ages and build on 

links with local 
schools and the wider 

community

Are you this Priest? 

Someone who… 

We hope to appoint an energetic person with the desire and skills to draw younger people 

into the church; somebody who visits local schools regularly and plays an active and 

visible role across the benefice. They will be pastoral and share our enthusiasm for the 

music of the church. Our new Priest will be ready to work with churches of other 

denominations in the town and lead us in our vision to share God’s love in the community.  
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In return, we can offer… 

 
 

...3 friendly and 
welcoming parishes, who 
are distinct in character 

but united in their 
excitement at working 

supportively with you, in 
order to share God's love

...excellent transport 
links via road, rail or 

air, with London under 
an hour away by train

...an organist and choir 
based at Ampthill, who 

also support the 
smaller parishes

...a Chapter House 
which has lettings on 

most weekdays to 
various clubs and 

organisations, along 
with two well equipped 
village halls available 
for social functions

...a modern detached 
rectory

(see below)

...active & supportive 
PCC's, along with  

experienced parish 
officers and ministry 

team

...a shared vision for 
the future, in two rural 
villages and a growing, 
thriving market town, 

all situated only 2 
miles from each other

 

 

The rectory is a modern, detached house, 

situated in a prestigious area of the town. A 

mere two-minute walk from the church, it 

has 5 bedrooms, 2 of which are en-suite. 

There is a spacious kitchen and dining area, 

with central heating and double glazing 

throughout. Off street parking is available 

for three cars and there is a large, mature 

private garden to the rear of the property. 
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                  St Andrew the Apostle 

                  Rectory Lane, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2EL 

• Electoral Roll: 73 

• Attractive market town, steeped in history with 

excellent road, rail and air links 

• A three-tier education system with well-regarded 

lower, middle & upper schools  

• Population: 8,100+ 

• A great place for walking, with many sports facilities 

and clubs 

• Waitrose, many independent shops and a new Aldi 

store anticipated to open nearby  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Benefice 

Location:   https://goo.gl/maps/HfY9pZdYZYvX32CL6 

 

 

 

                               St Michael & All Angels  

                      39 Sandhill Close,  

            Millbrook, Bedford, MK45 2JA 

 

• Electoral Roll: 17  

• Small, attractive rural Bedfordshire village that 

formed part of the Woburn Estates, with many 

of the houses exhibiting a ‘Woburn’ style of 

architecture 

• Population c120, sitting within a conservation 

area 

• An active, privately owned Golf Club 

 

St Lawrence’s Church 

Church End, Steppingley, MK45 5AU 

• Electoral Roll: 11  

• Small, picturesque Bedfordshire village on the 

Greensand ridge, with a hall, cricket green, 

pavilion, playground and rolling countryside 

• A sought-after village to live in, with a strong and 

active sense of community 

• Population c200 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/HfY9pZdYZYvX32CL6
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How did the communities develop? Ampthill is an historic market town, which has grown significantly over 
the last 15 years and continues to do so, with the recent addition of a 
number of residential developments. 

What are the communities like 
today? 

Well established with GP surgeries, a post office, Waitrose store and 
many independent shops including a pharmacy, hairdressers, a 
butcher, baker, tailor, picture framer, gift shops & antiques emporium. 

What is the mix of housing? Predominantly owner-occupied estate housing with a limited number of 
flats and social housing   

What is the mix of age groups? 20% under 15; 62% 15-65; 18% 65 and over 

Is there a Parish Council? There is a Town Council 

In which District is the Benefice? Central Bedfordshire 

Is there a village hall? Parkside Hall is managed by an independent trust and a number of 
other premises are available for public hire, including St Andrew’s 
chapter house.  

Where do people work? Employment within the town is predominantly retail and services. There 
is a significant commuter population working in Bedford, Luton, Milton 
Keynes and London. 

What is the involvement of the 
Church with its locality? 

In addition to the usual services, social and civic functions the church is 
much used by local clubs and societies.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/Ampthill.Info/ 
  http://www.ampthilltowncouncil.org.uk/ 
 

From top left, Market Square, Ampthill Great Park, Ampthill Gala Day & AmpRocks 

https://www.facebook.com/Ampthill.Info/
http://www.ampthilltowncouncil.org.uk/
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How did the communities develop? Millbrook was, basically an agricultural area and had ties with local 
gentry. For many years, it formed part of the Woburn Estates. 

What are the communities like 
today? 

Apart from the Millbrook Proving Ground, the Golf Club, Center Parcs 
and a few very small businesses, Millbrook is essentially residential, 
with the village proper designated as a preservation area. 

What is the mix of housing? Previous social housing is now mostly privately owned. The majority of 
the houses in the village were built by the Woburn Estates in their 
‘house style’ and, again, these are now privately owned. 

What is the mix of age groups? There is a good cross section but with few young children. The school 
closed many years ago. 

Is there a Parish Council? Yes, technically a Parish Meeting that has administrative responsibility 
for the small parish of Millbrook and meets twice a year. 

In which District is the Benefice? Central Bedfordshire 

Is there a village hall? Yes, which is well situated and equipped and available to the Church. 

Where do people work? A small number work at the Millbrook Proving Ground and Center 
Parcs, with some also employed in agriculture and the small 
businesses but the majority commute (London, Milton Keynes, Bedford 
and Northampton all within reach) 

What is the involvement of the 
Church with its locality? 

Close involvement with the village hall now being a focal point for 
meetings and events since the pub ceased to be active 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Millbrook-Village-Hall-671329096240382/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Millbrook-Village-Hall-671329096240382/
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How did the communities develop? There has been a village at Steppingley since ancient times. The first 
priest recorded was William, circa 1140. Steppingley closely retains the 
form which emerged in the 18th & 19th Centuries, that of a rural, 
agricultural village within the Duke of Bedford's estate 

What are the communities like 
today? 

Although the village shop was lost in the 1960's, and the Post Office 
and School were closed in the 1980's, Steppingley’ s small size and 
intimate form means that it is close knit and friendly 

What is the mix of housing? There are 40 detached houses, 10 semi-detached houses and 40 
terraced houses in the Parish. The majority of the existing housing in 
the village itself was built by the Duke of Bedford in the mid-19th and 
early 20th centuries, much of it being terraced 2&3 bedroomed 
properties, plus farmhouses and various older cottages. A relatively 
small number of detached houses have been added since 1945, as 
have some barn conversions 

What is the mix of age groups? 5% 0-4; 10% 5-15; 2% 16-17; 62% 18-64; 18% 65-84; 3% 85+   

Is there a Parish Council? Yes 

In which District is the Benefice? Central Bedfordshire 

Is there a village hall? Yes, which is attractive and well equipped 

Where do people work? The majority of people in work commute to surrounding towns and 
London  

What is the involvement of the 
Church with its locality? 

The Church is involved on very friendly terms with the Parish Council 
and the Village Association. The latter manages the Village Hall, 
Recreation Ground and Cricket Pavilion and is a forum for connected 
social activities. The Church also enjoys a cordial relationship with the 
adjoining Pub, The French Horn, which is believed to have a 
connection with an incumbent of 1272 - John Schorne! 

 

 

      

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SteppingleyVillage 

www.steppingley.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SteppingleyVillage
http://www.steppingley.org/
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The Firs Lower School 
https://www.firslower.co.uk/ 

 

• 317 pupils 

• Age range now 2-9, following the recent 
addition of The Saplings Pre-School 

• Read Write Inc.& Forest School 

• Wrap around care provider     

Russell Lower School 
https://www.russell-lower.co.uk/website 

 

• 385 pupils aged 5-9 

• In addition to the National Curriculum, 
children are given diverse additional 
opportunities in music, art, sport and 
languages 

Alameda Middle School 
http://www.alamedamiddleschool.org.uk/ 

 

• Age range 9-13 

• 700+ pupils 

• With a rich and varied curriculum on offer, 
Year 8 pupils consistently achieve significantly 
above the standards expected of year 9 pupils 
nationally 

Redborne Upper School 
https://www.redbornecommunitycollege.com/ 

 

• Very successful, oversubscribed Upper 
School of over 1,600 students, 450 of whom 
are in the Sixth Form 

• Over 80% of Sixth Form students go onto 
university and 14 have gone to Oxbridge in 
the last 3 years 

 

 

Education 

Whereas most of the UK operates on a two-tier school system with primary and secondary 

schools, Central Bedfordshire has historically been three-tier but this is under review across 

the county. Ampthill still operates within the three-tier system and as such, has two lower 

schools, along with one middle and one upper school, that are all well regarded and attended 

by children from the parishes of both Ampthill & Millbrook. Although none are Church 

schools, our vision is to build on existing links with both lower schools, with the intention of 

extending this to the upper age range. In doing so, we hope that the Church can play a small 

part in supporting local children throughout their educational journeys. 

https://www.firslower.co.uk/
https://www.russell-lower.co.uk/website
http://www.alamedamiddleschool.org.uk/
https://www.redbornecommunitycollege.com/
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                         Eversholt Lower School 
                           
                       https://eversholtschool.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the closure of Steppingley Lower School in 1983, 

the majority of primary aged Steppingley children attend 

either Ridgmont or Eversholt Lower Schools, while either 

Woodland Middle School in nearby Flitwick, or Toddington 

Middle School serve children aged 9-13. Secondary 

education is provided at either Redborne School in Ampthill 

(see above) or Harlington Upper School. Additionally, a 

number of children in the benefice attend private schools in 

Bedford.  St Lawrence’s enjoy a close relationship with both 

Fordfield Nursery & Eversholt Lower School. We always look 

forward to the children participating in our special Festivals 

by producing lovely art & craft work for display. 

Leisure & Recreation 

There are many clubs in the benefice, offering opportunities for players and spectators alike in sports such as 

rugby, football, golf, cricket, netball and five-a-side football. For the walking enthusiasts out there, the 

Greensand Ridge Walk is a long-distance walk of 40 miles (64 km) that crosses Bedfordshire, with brief sections 

in Cambridgeshire and Buckinghamshire. For the less ambitious amongst us, there are many beautiful walks in 

the area and Ampthill Great Park is a great place to start! If tennis is your thing, you can find open air tennis 

courts here that have been recently upgraded. 

Situated only one mile from Steppingley, two 

from Ampthill and three miles from Millbrook, 

Flitwick Leisure Centre brings everything you 

need under one roof. With a state-of-the-art 

gym, swimming pool and extensive class 

programme, there’s something for everyone. 

There is also a multi-use sports hall & squash 

courts, climbing wall, crèche and café.

 

 

Ampthill has a number of pubs, restaurants and coffee 

houses including Fratelli and Donatello’s Italian 

restaurants, The Alameda and Raj Gate Indian 

restaurants, Meedou Chinese Takeaway, The White Hart 

Hotel with function rooms, Costa Coffee, The Coffee Pot 

and Cakestand & Crumb.  

There are also a number of pubs, including the Albion 

award winning Real Ale pub, which cater to a range of 

clientele and are family-friendly. 

https://eversholtschool.co.uk/
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At present we offer the following services: 

  
Ampthill 
 

 
Sunday                             8:00 
 

 
Holy Communion  

 
9:30 

 

 
Sung Eucharist (Not 1st Sunday) 

 
11:00 

 

 
*All Age Worship (1st Sunday) 

 
18:30 

 

Evensong (1st Sunday) 
 
Taizé Worship (3rd Sunday) 

 
Mon-Fri                             9:00  
 

 
Morning Prayer 

 
Tuesday                         14:00 
 

 
Prayers and Bears (term time only) 

 
Thursday                        10:15 
 

 
Holy Communion 

* We usually conduct Baptisms on the first Sunday of the month, following the Family Service 

 

 
 
 

 
Millbrook 

 
Steppingley 

 
1st Sunday 

 

 
9:30 Sung Eucharist 

 
11.15 Worship Together 

 
2nd Sunday 

 

 
11:15 Holy Communion 

 
11:15 Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 

 

 
11:15 Holy Communion 

 
11.15 Morning Praise 

 
4th Sunday 

 

 

         11.15 - Morning Service 

 
11.15 Holy Communion 

 
5th Sunday 

 

 
N/A 

 
11.15 Morning Praise 

 

 Ampthill Millbrook Steppingley 

  Average No. of attenders 
                     (Sunday Main Service) 

50 17 11 

 
Age range of attenders 

1-80+ 
 

1-100 
but mostly 

60+ 

2-80 
but mostly 

60+ 

Worship 



Page 11 of 19 
 

Ampthill: 

We are very fortunate in Ampthill to have two Readers who take an active part in services and church 

life across the benefice, teams for reading the lessons, leading intercessions, providing servers and 

chalice administrators, refreshments, flowers and bell ringing and a choir and choir master who 

produce excellent music at the services. There is a Sunday school during term time on a Sunday 

morning and a group for pre-school children in the week. The Church Book Stall is open every 

Sunday after the service and sells books, cards, and wrapping paper. This, however, is only a small 

part of our church. We also have a Christmas Tree Festival and Christingle at the beginning of 

Advent, a Nativity and Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve, which takes place at St Lawrence’s. 

There follows 'Follow that Star' at Epiphany, Ash Wednesday services and many extra services during 

Lent and Holy Week. We also run a Bible Study Group and have run the Pilgrim course several times. 

Each year we do an All Souls service, with personal invitations for the recently bereaved in our 

community. This is followed by tea and cakes and is very popular. We have run Celebration of 

Baptisms services and these are usually well attended, however they are yet to produce more 

congregation members. At Christmas we have a travelling crib which tours the town, staying with 

families, schools, nurseries, shops and at the library. 

Millbrook: 

Historically, the incumbent has conducted two services a month at the village on the first and third 

Sundays and these have been augmented by visits from Revd. Julie Cox (PTO), (second Sunday). 

Pippa Kilgour, a Reader from St Andrews (fourth Sunday) leads a service of the word each month and 

her support is invaluable. During the interregnum this pattern has continued, with cover being sought 

particularly on first Sundays when we are supported by St Andrews. Here, the choir attend and 

enhance our worship, making this our most popular service and one which village residents are most 

likely to attend. Special services include Songs of Praise and an annual carol service with local brass 

quintet. 

Steppingley: 

There is a service every Sunday at 11.15am.  Consistency is vital, so if a special service needs to be 
in the afternoon or evening, any change is well-advertised, with posters at the church and around the 
village; the Steppingley Village and benefice websites; benefice publications and flyers posted to 
every house and business. All our services aim to be welcoming, inclusive, comfortable and 
accessible to all. As such, our door is open to everyone…occasional worshippers, visitors, seekers, 
all denominations, traditionalists & otherwise, any age and a relevant children’s activity is always 
provided. We have no resident organist; however, we are very grateful for the support of St Andrew’s 
organist, who plays for special services such as Christingle, Carols and the Christmas Eve Midnight 
Communion. In all other instances, hymns and songs are accompanied by CD’s (organist and choir) 
and played by our very able karaoke operator!  Special services include: 

• Compline with meditation (Wednesday in Holy Week) 

• ‘Hymns & Pimms’ (Sunday evening to coincide with Wimbledon!)                 

• Christingle, Carol service and Benefice Christmas Midnight Communion  
 
 

   Civic Service     
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Buildings 

The parish Church of St Andrew, a very handsome perpendicular structure, is situated at the east end of the 

town and has a long and interesting history. The original Church building dates from the 12th century and was a 

rectangular sandstone building with a small apse or chancel but no aisles. The aisles, tower, organ loft, vestry 

and upper room were all added later, during a 15th century rebuilding programme. Replacing pews with chairs in 

1975 has given flexibility for staging different events. A brick chapter house was added in 1976, along with an 

office, new vestry, toilets, a kitchen and new heating system in 2014. A sound system was installed in 2004 and 

this is currently in the process of being renewed. The tower holds a peal of 8 bells and is rung by local bell 

ringers. There are many floor and wall memorials, brasses and heraldry in the form of 20 carved angels in the 

nave roof. There is need of work to repair the exterior stonework, as stated in the last Quinquennial report and 

we are currently fund raising for this. 

 

   The Chapter House 

 St Andrew the Apostle, Ampthill 

St Michael & All Angels, Millbrook 

 
There has been a stone Church on the present site at Millbrook 

probably from the late 11th or early 12th centuries, although the 

present building dates principally, from the 15th century. It is situated 

on the Greensand Ridge, overlooking the village and what is reputed 

to be ‘The Valley of the Shadow of Death’ in John Bunyan’s ‘The 

Pilgrim’s Progress’.  

Opportunities for providing community activities within the Church 

itself are limited given its high position and difficult access, with 

vehicles relying on rights of way over farm tracks leading up to the 

Church and limited parking. Activities are also constrained by the lack 

of facilities, other than electricity. Toilet facilities are planned, but yet 

to be installed. We do, however have a most attractive sited 

churchyard, with capacity for new graves. We are due now for a 

further Quinquennial inspection. The last one had no urgent matters 

but we are aware of the problems with damp. The architect 

recommended a major drainage project for the Churchyard and 

repairs to guttering on the nave roof on the north side. Faculties have 

been obtained; the drainage project is complete and the guttering 

repairs will commence as soon as weather permits. 
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  Millbrook Village Hall 

Our village hall is exceptionally well-equipped and 

occupies a central location within the village, whilst the 

Church is, given its high position, more remote. There 

is, however a good rapport between the village hall 

and the Church and PCC Secretary represents the 

Church on the committees of both the village hall and 

Ampthill Parish Council. The village, at no cost to the 

Church hosts both the annual fete and harvest supper. 

In both cases, their support extends not only to the 

administration, but also largely in organising and 

running these events for the benefit of the Church. It is 

therefore imperative that our new Priest-in-Charge is 

aware of this most positive of alliances and is 

prepared to meet the key members of the community 

in order to develop these links further. 

St Lawrence’s, Steppingley 

St Lawrence’s was rebuilt in 1860 on the site of an 

earlier church, of local red-brown sandstone 

excavated at Green End, Maulden. The Church is an 

example of the Early Decorated and Perpendicular 

styles of 14th century architecture. It consists of a 

chancel, nave, vestry, north aisle and a western tower 

containing four bells and the register of the church 

dates from 1562.  

The Quinquennial Inspection was carried out in mid-

2017 and the report details the extensive needs of the 

Church’s fabric. Since then, the PCC has put a great 

deal of effort into addressing as many issues as it 

can, given our very limited funds.  Various grants 

have been applied for and we are very grateful to the 

BHHCT, who provided a grant which enabled us to 

carry out around £5000 of desperately needed work 

on the roof and rainwater goods. Thanks to this, we 

are now in a position to begin work to the internal 

plasterwork where past water ingress has occurred. 

Steppingley Church has always possessed 4 bells, 

which date back to the 17th and early 19th centuries, 

but owing to the ravages of wear and tear, have been 

unrung for around 35 years. However, thanks to a 

generous legacy along with support, both financial 

and practical from the bell ringing fraternity, we are 

extremely excited to have now reached the final stage 

of our bell restoration project. Managed end-to-end by 

Ampthill’s Tower Captain, this has involved the 

complete refurbishment and retuning of the existing 

bells, but with the addition of 2 more. We now eagerly 

await the blessing and installation of our peal of 6 

tuned bells! We do hope that the new bells will not 

only raise our profile, but also increase footfall to St 

Lawrence’s Church in the future. 

 

 

 



Page 14 of 19 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

NB The benefice shows a shortfall on its parish share which has been the subject of discussion for some time; 

the parishes hope and pray that this will be resolved through the Deanery review. 

     Finance  

 St Michael & All Angels, 

Millbrook 

   St Andrews, Ampthill 

St Lawrence’s, 
Steppingley 
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As part of our ongoing commitment to nurturing unity and communication both with each other and 

the wider community, the Churchwardens recently met, not only to discuss plans for the vacancy but 

also to discuss various aspects of the role, of which there are many! Each Church was represented 

and the meeting proved to be a positive step forward for the benefice.  

 

 

 

 

 
All PCC’s meet 4 times a year (or 
more if required) 

 
Ampthill 

 
Millbrook 

 
Steppingley 

 
Size of PCC 

 

 
18 

 
8 

 
6 

 
Age range of PCC membership 

 

 
30+-80 

 
50+-75+ 

 
45-76 

Communications 

At Ampthill, a weekly Pew leaflet is produced and distributed at services with spare leaflets being left 

at the back of the church.  This details all services and events taking place in the Benefice and 

includes a list of people needing prayer and a list of recently deceased, as well as the Year’s Mind for 

the week. A monthly magazine “Church and Town” is also produced, containing details of services 

and events in all three churches, articles and reports written by members of the parishes and 

advertisements for local businesses. This is sold for 50p a copy and is distributed and made available 

to subscribers throughout the benefice.  

There is a Facebook group “St Andrew’s Church Ampthill” with 243 people following this and a 
website www.standrewsampthill.org which are kept up-to-date by a volunteer parishioner. Services 
and events are also advertised in the town on posters, in local publications and via the Churches 
Together group. St. Lawrence's has a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/steppingley/ and 
also appears on the Steppingley Village Association website www.steppingley.org. 
 .  
 

Notes – St Andrews, Ampthill: 
*(inc. £32,110 planned giving £4,404 open collections and £11,543 gift aid) 
*(inc. £6490 grants, £9,615 designated donations, £7,320 fundraising and social) 
*(inc. bookings £5,336, fees 6,324, dividends £4,553) 
*(inc £4,079 charitable donations) 
 
Notes – St Lawrence, Steppingley: 
*not including £23,328.32 which was a complete, one-off transfer of restricted funds  
*not including £23,328.32, as above 
*reduction due to £1717.00 support grant received from the Diocese 
*including £31,337.53 for Church maintenance with bell works – 2018 figure = £2,222.58 
*including £31,337.53 for Church maintenance with bell works – 2018 figure = £7,138.70 

 

PCC’s 

Leadership 

http://www.standrewsampthill.org/
https://www.facebook.com/steppingley/
http://www.steppingley.org/
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Friendly and welcoming 
congregations 

Large rectory in town 
centre location

Supportive PCC's

An experienced
ministry team

Good contacts with the 
local community

Architecture steeped 
in history

Excellent transport 
links

 Strengths 
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Now we are in vacancy, 
no leader! Could you be 

our new Priest-in-
Charge?

An ageing 
congregation

Financial burden of 
maintaining the fabric of 

our churches

Lack of facilities at 
the village churches

Lack of parking 
(Ampthill & Millbrook)

No existing links with 
the local middle and 

upper schools

A lack of families and 
therefore a limited 
number of children

Weaknesses 
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Pastoral and Ecumenical 

  The Future 

 

• In addition to home and hospital visits there are funeral, wedding and baptism preparations 

assisted by the Readers and members of the PCC. 

• Soup Lunch takes place at Ampthill every month and is extremely popular and always busy! 

Our aim is to raise money for various charities whilst enjoying good food and fellowship 

together. There is also the chance for a catch up at the Coffee & Chat morning each month. 

• Support and sustenance are provided for families and individuals in times of crisis via our work 

with the local Food Bank. 

• We are a member of Churches Together and take part in a number of joint services throughout 

the year, along with Ampthill Baptist and Methodist churches.  

• One of the benefice Readers recently began ministering at Orchid Lawns Care Home, 

Steppingley. This ministry has developed gradually through nurturing links with the home and 

via the end-of-life care provision offered to residents, most of whom suffer from advanced 

dementia. We thoroughly enjoy visiting the home with our offering of gentle prayer and well-

known music and it is a privilege to witness the joy and comfort this brings to many, including 

relatives and staff. 

 

 

 

The benefice is part of the Ampthill and Shefford Deanery and representatives from each church 

attend Deanery Synod meetings. There is to be a suspension of all the vacant livings in the 

Deanery, pending an ongoing review of current deployment. It is hoped that the Priest-in-Charge 

employed will play an active part in this review process, as we look at what types of roles, 

combinations of parishes and new initiatives are desirable and viable. This may lead to some re-

organisation of the parish structure within the Deanery over the next few years. 
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fellowship 

 noun 

• a feeling of friendship between people who do things 
together or share an interest  
 

• an organised group of people who share an interest, 
an aim, or a belief 

 


