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OUR HOPES FOR OUR NEW VICAR 

A person of vision to engage with our very diverse congregation 

An inspired preacher 

A focus on helping the congregation to grow - in number and in 

depth of faith 

A priest who loves liturgy and music 

Someone who would lead us outwards to develop new relationships 

in our local community 
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Hello! 

We are a welcoming congregation seeking a Priest who will appreciate that warmth and have a love 

of the best of our traditions, but who will also be able to take a fresh look at how we might develop 

our mission beyond the church walls; who can inspire us to explore our faith and develop our 

spiritual lives; who is skilled at identifying and encouraging talents not presently discovered; who has 

good pastoral and listening skills; who will help us draw others to St Peter’s; who is a good 

communicator, able to teach and inspire us to recognise the love of God in our lives. 

Introduction 

St Peter's is a lively and flourishing parish church committed to an Anglo-Catholic style of worship 

with a lively and active congregation representing all ages and many ethnic backgrounds.  The parish 

spans parts of Streatham and West Norwood (map on p.7), and includes some 5,000 homes and 

16,000 people. 

At our congregational meeting in October to discuss our parish profile we invited congregation 

members to express what they love about St Peter’s, their aspirations for the future of the church 

and their hopes for a new priest to lead us.  Some of the common themes that emerged were: 

 

We hope that candidates reading this profile will be excited both at the life of our church, and also at 

the opportunities for future ministry and mission. 

 

  

“I love the generous 

spirit at St Peter’s ...” 

“I love the feeling of 

belonging to a church 

family, the music, the 

peace to find at times 

of stress. St Peter’s is 

my rock” 

“I love the focus on the 

Eucharist in our 

worship, with 

musicians, servers, 

readers, intercessors, etc, 

all enhancing that 

experience” 

“[We would like] to 

develop an inclusive 

environment for 

teenagers, e.g. youth 

club” 

“Engage with the 

community.  Diversity 

is important” 

“It would be good to 

have interaction 

with local churches, 

care homes, homeless 

shelters, etc.” 

“[We should] 

recognise that the 

local community isn’t 

reflected in some of 

our traditions, 

especially musically.” 

“I’d like more 

discussion, 

exploration of faith, 

in groups, etc.  I 

struggle with mine 

and don’t know where 

to learn, find help.” 

“I would love it if 

our church were 

successful in 

fostering vocations, … 

perhaps a Reader or 

SPA, or a Youth 

Leader. ” 
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History of the Parish 

St Peter's parish was created from that of its overflowing mother church, St Leonard's, in order to 

minister to the ever expanding Victorian population.  The church was built on land given by George 

Drew, who owned a large part of the Leigham Manor Estate and who lived at Leigham Court.  He 

was supported by a number of wealthy families of the area, the Trollopes, the Morgans and others 

who together felt that the church should be in the tradition of the Oxford Movement, then 30-40 

years old.  They particularly wanted to have somewhere where the music would play a worthy part 

in the reverent and devotional worship they were asking for. 

A temporary ‘tin’ church was erected on the west side of 

Leigham Court Road initially whilst the new church was 

built.  It was dedicated in 1865 to St Peter and St Paul and 

the current building was completed and consecrated in 

1870.   

The area around the church developed during the late 19th 

century with the expansion of the rail network; 

consequently much of the housing stock dates from this 

period and the beginning of the 20th century.  In the post-

war era, suburban development has meant that larger 

houses have made way for blocks of flats and many older 

houses have been converted into flats.  Now local authority 

policy is to restrict such conversions on the grounds of 

population density.  

There are several areas of social housing within the parish 

boundary and the parish has been designated an Urban 

Priority Area.  The demand on the local Food Bank is very high and our parish continues to be 

generous both in donations and volunteer time.  

Retail opportunities within the parish boundary 

are limited, but very good public transport both 

locally and to central London overcomes this 

problem.  

 

Detailed information on the parish based on the 

2011 census is attached in the Church of England Spotlight Data produced in 2013 (see Appendix 1).  
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Our People (see Appendix 3) 

The congregation is very varied, both in age 

and ethnicity, but the majority are of African 

or Caribbean origin.  Following a renewal in 

2019, we have 107 people on the current 

electoral roll, around 60% of whom live in the 

parish.  Prior to the renewal the roll stood at 

122. 

Children are an important part of our 

congregation whom we cater for in various 

ways: we have a Sunday School during school 

term time with three Teachers, a Good Friday 

workshop and a Crib Service; many children 

are on our serving team; and we have a Youth 

Choir (from age 8 upwards) of a high standard 

who participate in services at least once a month 

either with the adult choir, or occasionally alone.  

However it is felt that we need to develop a more inclusive environment for teenagers beyond these 

specialist activities. 

 

Our Worship 

Our worshipping life is built around the Mass, which is celebrated respectfully but not ‘preciously’.  

There are two Masses on Sunday mornings as well as (before the interregnum) four said Masses 

during the week.   

Congregation numbers vary, 

but, outside the holiday season, 

on Sundays at our main 10.30 

service there are usually 

between 60 and 70 people.  On 

Sundays we also offer a Mass at 

8am (around 10 regular 

attendees), and Evensong at 

6.30pm (attracting around 20, 

including choir and servers).  

Mid-week services are smaller.   

Chatting with Bishop Richard autumn 2019 

Easter Sunday 2019 



5 

 

St Peter’s has a long musical tradition with an adult choir with a regular pool of c.12 members, a 

Youth Choir and a fine 4-manual William Hill organ.  Music of many periods plays an important part 

in the Sunday Parish Mass at 10.30 and Evensong and 

Benediction at 6.30 pm, as well as other festivals and 

the Holy Week Triduum.  In addition to singing at St 

Peter’s, the choir has recently sung evensong at nearby 

cathedrals including Canterbury, Southwark, St Paul’s 

and St Albans.  Additionally, there is an annual 

tradition of a week’s placement in August at cathedrals 

further afield, most recently York, Truro, Edinburgh 

and Wells.  Our new Organist and Director of Music, 

Will Mason, took up his post in September 2019. 

 

Staff and Volunteers 

To assist the Vicar we have one lay person who acts as Baptism Visitor and is also licensed to 

administer home communions.  We have an approved team of Eucharistic Ministers to aid the 

distribution of the Blessed Sacrament at main services.  We also have a tradition of lay-led activities 

including a Lent study group and Stations of the Cross.  Readings and Intercessions at Solemn Masses 

are usually led by members of the congregation.  There are two sacristans who work with senior 

servers to set up and clear away after each service, and also share laundering duties.  There is a 

strong team of servers, both adults and juniors, who make it 

possible to have a crucifer, a thurifer and 2 acolytes at all main 

services.  There is a volunteer gardener, and a recently 

convened team of volunteer church cleaners.  The PCC Secretary 

has assumed many of the administrative tasks of the parish 

during the interregnum.  A member of the PCC is the Lay Vice-

chairman of the Deanery Synod.  There are two paid members 

of staff: the Organist and Director of Music, and a part-time 

cleaner for the church hall (‘The Crypt’). 

 

  

Choir and pilgrims at St Albans 2019 

Serving team 2016 

Mothering Sunday posy prep 2019 
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Our Mission Action Plan 

Our Mission Action Plan was produced after consultation with members in 2015 (see Appendix 2).  

Inspired by that plan, outside of worship we have many activities to strengthen the bonds of our 

family at St Peter’s.  In recent years these have included several bring-and-share meals (lunchtime 

and evening), sponsored walks around the boundary of the parish (or at least part of it!), annual 

Come and Sing days, tours of the Courtauld Institute and 

Dulwich Picture Gallery led by one of our congregation, 

and a number of evening concerts.  We have involvement 

with a group for the over-60s, called ‘Streatham Senior 

Connections’, and once or twice a year we host 

afternoon teas for members which have been very 

popular.  

 

In 2020 we will celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

our consecration and so are planning a number of 

activities throughout the year.  These include a 

concert series, parish meals (lunchtime or evening), 

a parish fun day, an exhibition on the history of the 

parish, and more.  We have also invited 

Christopher, Bishop of Southwark to celebrate and 

preach on our Dedication Festival on July 5th.  

 

Our Finances (see Appendix 4) 

Financially speaking, St Peter’s is coping well, but there is no room for complacency.  In addition to 

congregational giving, the two main sources of income are from the letting of the Crypt, and 

dividend payments from large investments held by the CCLA.  We pay our agreed ’pledge’ to the 

Beating the Bounds 2018 

Dulwich Picture Gallery 2018 

Mozart Requiem Come-and-sing 

Rededication of War Memorial 2018 
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Diocesan Parish Support Fund on time and in full.  Periodic stewardship appeals are made, the most 

recent of which resulted in a number of positive responses, in terms of new standing orders and new 

requests for giving envelopes.  Congregational response to emergency appeals has always been very 

generous, and we regularly support various charities throughout the year.  This includes our local 

Foodbank and centres for the homeless and for refugees.  

Community Engagement 

An area we would love to focus more on is engagement with our local community - schools, local 

community groups, and other local churches. 

There are no church schools in the parish.  However, there are direct links with St Peter’s to Church 

of England Schools in neighbouring parishes.  Three members of the congregation at St Peter’s have 

been elected as board members, two to the governing body of St Luke’s Church of England Primary 

School, West Norwood, with one member being the Chair of Governors, and another member of the 

congregation being elected as the Vice Chair of Governors to Church of England Christ Church 

School, Streatham.  In addition, we have several primary schools and one large and much sought-

after all-through school in the parish, (see map below) and we regularly host school visits as part of 

their national curriculum syllabus.  We would welcome greater liaison with the local schools, 

possibly through our priest taking occasional assemblies and special services, or encouraging the use 

of the church as a venue for school concerts.  We also have some care homes within the parish with 

whom there is currently limited pastoral interaction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hitherfield 

School 

Dunraven 

School 

The Vicarage 

ST PETER’S 

CHURCH 

Julians 

School 

Crown Lane 

School 

Sunnyhill 

School 
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In the past we have held joint youth pilgrimages and Palm Sunday processions of faith with local 

churches and we would like to rekindle these connections.  More recently, our Vicar and priests from 

local parishes have regularly covered each other’s holidays, and we retain ties with St Leonard’s, 

Streatham, who are also very much involved with the Streatham Seniors Connections (referred to 

above) with whom we had a joint DBS training day in May 2019.  

The Vicarage 

The Vicarage is a 1930s semi-detached house on Leigham 

Court.  On the ground floor, there are 2 reception rooms, 

a study (with attached WC/washbasin), a breakfast room, 

kitchen and generous cupboard space.  On the first floor, 

there are four double bedrooms (one with en suite 

shower) and one small single bedroom, an airing 

cupboard and bathroom.  The garden is well-established 

and is being regularly maintained during the interregnum.  

There is a single garage.  The house has gas central 

heating. 

Church Policies 

At the present time, in accordance with the decision of the Parish Council, St Peter's Church does not 

admit children to communion before Confirmation. 

St Peter's present policy on the re-marriage of one or both parties where a previous partner is still 

living is that, other conditions having been met, St Peter's is happy to conduct such a marriage after 

the couple has attended frequently over a period of 6 months. 

At the present time, we continue to use the (old) Roman rite for Masses (except that, at the Parish 

Mass and other major festivals, we use Eucharistic Prayer B from Common Worship).  We usually 

follow the Roman lectionary.  Evensong is BCP followed by the (Roman) Rite of Benediction.  We are 

aware that we are now out of step with both Rome and Canterbury, and see the appointment of our 

new priest as an opportunity to align our services with an approved Church of England liturgy of an 

appropriate style. 

St Margaret the Queen - potential collaboration 

In 2014 the neighbouring church of St Margaret the Queen was closed as a parish church, and some 

of the streets of that parish were added to the parish of St Peter’s.  Much of the remaining area was 

added to that of Christ Church, Streatham.  However, the church itself remains a consecrated 

building and, after the dissolution of the parish, a new monastic community was established in the 

church, with a view to redeveloping the surrounding site and creating a place of community action 

and monastic presence.  The community was wound up in 2018 but there are further plans for the 

foundation of a similar community, and a new priest at St Peter’s would be expected to explore the 

mission possibilities of a closer relationship with a Community at St Margaret the Queen, together 

with Christ Church Streatham.  At the time of writing these plans are very much at a formative stage.  

Further details will be available in due course from the Archdeacon. 
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A picture gallery of life at St Peter’s 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 2015 
Dedication Festival 2019 

Wedding 2016 

‘A Night at the Movies’ choir fundraiser  

Easter flowers 2019 
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Dedication Festival 2019 

Dedication Festival 2019 

Crèche during baptism 2015 

Fellowship – Advent 2018 

Baptism - Advent 2018 

Dedication Festival 2019 

The Crypt dressed for a party 


