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the progress our ringers are making. We could 
not achieve this without the support and 
appreciation of our clergy and congregation.

Randle Tinkler

St Bridget’s Handbell Ringers  
Under the baton of Janet Belton, the nine 
members of the Handbell Ringers have 
continued to meet weekly in St Bridget’s 
Centre throughout the year. In addition 
to playing at the Summer Fair, the ringers 
have played at several residential homes 
during the year, with the proceeds going to 
St Bridget’s Appeal. In April, Port Sunlight 
Ringers hosted a “Get Together”  which 
enabled  St Bridget’s  to play with the 
ringers from other churches. This was a very 
enjoyable afternoon with a great exchange 
of   music, ideas and techniques and we hope 
to repeat it at St Bridget’s in April.

Sue Shaw 

Church Music 2018
Hymns/songs have been enjoyed by large 
congregations at the annual Christingle 
Service and Crib Service. Our regular 
choir (6) have been enthusiastic in singing 
anthems during communion and must 
be congratulated.   Schubert’s Mass in G 
was performed by St Bridget’s singers at 
the Patronal Festival in January, and an 
augmented choir sung at the Festival of 9 
Lessons and Carols in December.

Paul Marriott

St Bridget’s Flower Guild 
We held our AGM at the Rectory in February 
when we discussed who would be involved in 
arranging the major festivals and Paula Cobby, 
our Treasurer, gave a report on our finances 
which are not exactly in good health.   As in 
previous years, donations have more or less 
become non-existent and it may well be that 
we have to approach the PCC yet again for a 
tranche of funds to cover major festivals and 
the cost of flowers during the year.  We have 

however, cut costs down quite considerably 
by purchasing artificial flowers which, when 
augmented by fresh greenery, appear to be 
quite realistic.   So far I have not received any 
complaints.
Requests for flowers to be placed on 
the memorial table to commemorate 
an important date to members of the 
congregation have increased and it is almost a 
case of ‘book early to avoid disappointment’! 
Again I rely on Barbara Christian for her 
knowledge on the workings of the Flower 
Guild and in particular her help in sorting out 
the year’s rota which can be tricky as our 
band of loyal arrangers is a bit thin on the 
ground.  I am also very fortunate in having 
Paula Cobby as Treasurer - not only does 
she keep the accounts, but also undertakes 
other tasks most efficiently, making life a lot 
easier for me.   We hope the congregation 
enjoy the flowers. New members to the 
Guild are most welcome.

Jen Chester

Knit & Natter Group
This year we have been very busy knitting 
poppies to commemorate the 100 years 
since the First World War. Our two Churches 
were festooned with poppies, including the 
First World War graves in the Church Yard.  
We were particularly pleased to send one 
of our poppies knitted by Vera, to Australia 
for their commemoration services.  We 
continued to knit for our usual charities; 
Liverpool premature baby unit, care homes 
and hospitals.
Everyone is welcome to come along on a 
Wednesday morning to the “Link”.  It is not 
necessary to knit for our causes; you are 
welcome to bring your own knitting or craft, 
or just natter.  We enjoy fellowship with each 
other.  You are very welcome to join us. If you 
want any further details please contact Paula 
in the Church Office.

Peggy Dodd 
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At work in the community

Link Coffee Shop 2018
The shop has continued to open every 
Wednesday, with the exception of Boxing 
Day.   We are now one of a group of seventeen 
“Places of Welcome”, in Wirral and aim to open 
weekly, greet all comers and supply hot drinks 
without charge. We only invite donations.
In the last year we have seen increasing 
attendances especially from parents of 
children at St. Bridget’s School.  We are 
grateful to the school for releasing groups of 
children to help with service in the café.
Added interest has been provided by the 
Fairtrade Stall and a Table Sale of unwanted 
gifts, books and memorabilia. Recently cakes 
were again on sale, baked by Sally Cashen.
As the result of the café activity we have 
been able to donate over £900 to the St. 
Bridget’s Enhancement Fund. The sales 
table, operated by John and Carole Steel, 
has raised £600 for the Fund.
Again this year, on seven Wednesdays, a 
Lenten Lunch of soup and cheese was 
provided at St. Bridget’s Centre. Donations 
made after the lunches enabled us to make 
donations of £150 to each of three local 
charities- Dale Farm, Merseyside, Asylum Link, 
& Wirral Women’s and Childrens’ Aid.
We are grateful to all those who give up time 
to operate the Coffee Shop and support the 
catering and service at the Lenten Lunches.

Edward Edwards

Caldy Village Picnic 2018
We hold this event each year in June, when 
the sun is guaranteed to shine!  The weather 
lived up to our expectations this year and so 
we had a good attendance of well over 130. 
The children were well entertained in the 
sunshine by a face painter and many games. 
The Jazz group provided music throughout 
the evening and a good time was had by all.   
We are grateful again to Richard Pickering 
and Jean for the use of their field in the 

centre of the village and to all who helped set 
up and take down the picnic “gear”.  The date 
in 2019 is Saturday 8 June. Syd Ford

Pastoral Link Scheme
The Pastoral Visit Scheme is currently an 
informal record of a group of friends who 
keep in touch with, and try to help each 
other. Two key figures have died in the past 
year: Jane Bartlett in December, and also 
Penny Wellsteed in the summer, who was 
a leader in the largely autonomous Caldy 
grouping. We have lost a number of other 
much-loved parishioners.  The record lists 
about 80 people, but there is a great deal 
of visiting related to mishaps and accidents, 
which goes unrecorded. Thank you to 
everyone, but it would be a good idea if we 
were better networked. Please let the parish 
office know, office@stbridgetschurch.org.
uk, with news (happy or unhappy) involving 
any parishioners, whether or not they are 
friends with whom you are in close contact.

Mary Rees 

Foodbank
The Foodbank has continued to hand 
out more food this past year; increasing 
by 54%.  Some of the supermarkets have 
receptacles where people can deposit food.  
The collection days in the supermarkets are 
also good sources of food.  Some people like 
to give donations of money, which is used 
to pay to fuel the vans and electricity in the 
warehouses, as is the money raised through 
the sale of excess fruit and vegetables, which 
is also much appreciated.
The 14 distribution centres offer advice on 
debt, benefits and employment. Gas and 
electricity vouchers are also available.  The 
families and children in the North West, receive 
the largest amount of food given in the UK.
Thank you to all the volunteers in the 
churches who deliver the food to the 
warehouse. Thank you also to St Bridget’s 
and Caldy members for their contributions. 

Madge Aitken

on heating and generally supporting.
Sue Darby 

“Craftsman’s art and music’s measure 
for Your glory all combine”

St Bridget’s Music Group
We are an informal group of 20 adults, 
children and Zorro, an amazingly talented 
Guide Dog, who beats time with his mighty 
tail.  We are bound together by a love 
of music and of music making - for own 
enjoyment and spiritual wellbeing and as an 
expression of our faith.  We enjoy exploring 
traditional and contemporary music from 
church traditions across the world.  
Although occasionally some members 
‘moonlight’ at local events as part of ‘Bridget’s 
Happiness Band’, the group’s primary role 
is to play for St Bridget’s for All Together 
worship.    One of the (many) joys of belonging 
to the group is the opportunity to witness 
the contribution that our talented younger 
members are making to the music in our 
worship.  They play a wide range of instruments 
and an increasing number of tunes that you 
hear before the service each Sunday will have 
been arranged by one of them. 
We are grateful to John Bleazard for his 
support and encouragement and to Chris 
Tann for the expert technical support he 
gives when his work commitments allow.   We 
will miss Paul Marriott when he retires but 
hope that after a good rest he will come and 
join us when he can.  It’s wonderful to see how 
much he enjoys himself when he plays with us 
- his enthusiasm for worship songs that get 
faster and faster is second to none!    We are 
an open and inclusive group and musicians of 
all ages and all abilities are very welcome.  If 
you think you may be interested in joining us 
please speak to Andrew or Graham. 

Mary Railton-Crowder

St Bridget’s Ringing and Ringers 
It’s good to start by telling you we are all back 

to good health after a few small setbacks for 
some of us.  Even better to say Janet has her 
MA and Paul his PhD.   We have a problem with 
a ladybird infestation; this can make ringing 
difficult for some of us. Apart from that the 
bells, fittings and ropes are being kept in 
good order, with the exception of the ringing 
room windows, they are now beyond repair.
Our regular Tuesday night practice has an 
average 8 St Bridget’s ringers, with 2 or 3 
visitors. On Sunday mornings we usually 
have 11 ringers. We also host a surprise major 
practice, this attracts ringers from other 
local towers, but it’s only successful because 
we have some excellent ringers who support 
the evening.
We have a new ringer Peter Whitehead, who 
joined us as a result of the ringing related 
publicity regarding WW1. He is making 
excellent progress, ringing Plain Bob and 
Grandsire.
Our younger Peter is now ringing methods 
on an “inside” bell and his mother Bethan is 
conducting.
Brian and his son Tor are both ringing surprise 
methods and conducting.  David is also an 
asset to the tower and took over the weekly 
running when I was unavailable. Robert is also 
a regular Sunday ringer and supporter of all 
our events.  Both Janet and Paul are those 
lucky people who can manage to cram a lot 
into their 24 hour day, but still have time to 
help with our ringing.  Greg is now back as a 
regular ringer and helper with maintenance 
problems.  Jim and Dorothea both started 
ringing late in life, but are both keen and 
regular ringers making steady progress.  Tim 
Shorman, was a West Kirby ringer many years 
ago and luckily he has returned to us; a ready-
made ringer who can ring all that we do.
Sadly, despite our efforts, we can’t get Eric 
to ring again, but we keep trying. He has a lot 
of ringing knowledge that we would like him 
to impart to us.
I am still enjoying looking after ringers and 
ringing, receiving great pleasure observing 
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Men’s Luncheon Club
The Club is still meeting on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 12 for 12.30, 
and serve a 2 course, home-cooked meal 
for £3.00. This is followed by a cup of tea 
or coffee.  The highlight of our year is the 
Christmas lunch, when we are entertained 
by the children of St Bridget’s school choir 
singing a wonderful selection of Christmas 
Carols and songs.  This is enjoyed by the 
men and the helpers.  This year there were 
nearly 90 children in the choir. That`s a lot 
of juice and biscuits!  We are always looking 
for men who would enjoy this sort of social 
occasion, where they can enjoy good food 
and conversation. Our book is not full at the 
moment, so we would be glad to know of any 
men who would like to join our group  For 
further information  contact Audrey-625 
8100 or Ailsa- 625 8389. We would be glad 
to hear from you.         Audrey Briggs 

Friends of St. Bridget’s Church
Members of the committee have continued 
the task of updating and colour printing  the 
information leaflets in church, namely “A walk 
around the parish church of St Bridget’s, 
West Kirby” and the “Hogback Stone” which 
have proved to be very popular with visitors.  
The committee would like to express its 
thanks to both West Kirby Museum and 
to Nick Ledingham for his hard work and 
generosity in this matter. During the year, 
members have received regular newsletters 
by email  written and sent by Cathy Bryan.
The committee has been keen to recruit 
new members, particularly those willing to 
serve on the committee but, despite many 
attempts and waiving the subscription, only 
a few new members have been recruited - 
none of whom wished to join the committee.  
The committee has therefore decided to 
“mothball” the Friends, as there isn’t the 
momentum currently to keep the group 
active, as many of the Friends functions are 
covered by other church groups.

The final committee meeting will be held in 
May 2019.  Members who have been paying 
regularly and those paying by standing order 
will be contacted. The money donated to 
the Friends will appear in the PCC account.

Sue Shaw

St. Bridget’s Healing Prayer Group  
This small group continue to meet each 
Wednesday. The members are Joan Mates, 
Joyce. Preston, Liz Povall, Margaret Woodyer.  
Eric Mates also joins with us sometimes. Sadly, 
both Pat Price and Penny Wellsteed died 
during the year.  At the moment we are more 
depleted, due to illness.  During the winter 
months, we have met in the afternoons but 
will be going back to our evening slot very 
soon.  We meet at 83 Westbourne Road.   It is 
a privilege to be asked to pray for people and 
situations.  We are always pleased to respond 
to requests.  Our work is confidential; please 
do keep requests coming.             Joan Mates

The Summer Fair 2018
We had a wonderful team of workers who 
transformed the field into a summer fair 
within hours. We started at noon with the 
Church music group performing songs and 
music to the delight of all, followed by St 
Bridget’s School maypole dancers in their 
lovely new uniforms.  It is always a treat to 
watch them.  This year we were lucky to have 
a performance by the Ukelele group, which 
was extremely popular and we hope they will 
return in future years. No ponies this year, 
but instead we had “Dapper Donkeys” from 
Saughall.  The children loved them and they 
looked terrific in their finery.  Once again the 
Off Pitch choir performed in the hall while 
everyone enjoyed the refreshments. The 
Handbell ringers performed in the Church, 
where the clergy vestments were displayed.
The fair was opened by the Mayor, our own 
Geoffrey Watt, and he and his lady, took a 
great interest in all the activities of the day.
After the raffle had been drawn, the fair 

wished to do so. 
The school was invited to the church 
service on Mothering Sunday, and they 
filled the place along with their parents and 
grandparents.  The school choir sang, which 
encouraged more families to come along. 
We have four foundation governors elected 
by the PCC (John, Sue Darby, Frank Price 
and Anne Waring) who serve alongside other 
Christian governors as part of the Christian 
Ethos Committee and on other committees 
of the school governing body.  Sue Darby 
stepped down as chair of the governors in 
2018 and handed over to Dr Alex Owen, a 
parent governor (and Christian).
In March 2018, the school was inspected as 
a church school and we were delighted that 
the school was found to be ‘Outstanding’. 
The key findings, which have been made 
possible through the wonderful dedication 
of staff, governors and parents alike, are:
‘The distinctiveness and effectiveness of St 
Bridget’s as a Church of England school are 
outstanding 
School leaders have a compassionate and 
highly ambitious Christian vision for the 
school community, leading to a shared 
culture of purpose and achievement.’
 ‘Spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is woven through school life. 
The school’s Christian character promotes 
a deeply held respect for diversity and 
equality. Pupils are strong advocates for 
social justice’.
‘Collective worship is highly valued and 
themes inspire a deep level of spiritual and 
moral reflection which impacts strongly on 
pupils’ personal development’.
‘The school is highly valued by its community.  
Partnerships are exceptionally strong, 
inclusive and mutually beneficial.’
The teachers have regular prayer meetings in 
church on Friday mornings, and clergy have 
also led prayers at staff meetings. 
Avalon school continue to invite clergy into 
school to lead and assist school assemblies 

and services for Harvest, Easter and Yr 
6 school leavers.  Avalon also held their 
Christmas service in St Bridget’s Church. 
This year, we again ran ‘Experience Easter’ 
which was coordinated by Sue and Barry 
Darby, but made possible by a whole team of 
volunteer storytellers.  This was run for both 
Avalon and St Bridget’s School, but also for 
two schools in Birkenhead. 
A number of Year 4 children come to The 
Link on Wednesday mornings to serve 
refreshments and talk to visitors.  This 
strengthens our link with the school and with 
the children, and also brings together people 
from different generations. 

John Bleazard

Experience Easter 2018
Whether by dreams, direct speech, signs 
and symbols, ultimate sacrifice or miraculous 
acts, our God has throughout history 
communicated His love for mankind.  To 
show this, the bible accounts of Joseph and 
the dreams, Samuel’s calling, the symbols 
and dreams of the Three Kings, the ultimate 
loving sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus, 
and the comfort Jesus shows to his disciples 
after his resurrection were brought to life via 
stories, games and actions.
Working in shifts, some forty volunteers 
drawn from St. Bridget’s, Caldy, Laird Street 
Baptist and St. James’ congregations 
were able to share these stories of God’s 
goodness with local primary school children.  
These children were from St Bridget’s and 
Avalon in West Kirby and Portland Primary 
and Bidston Avenue School in Birkenhead. 
Altogether around nine hundred children 
joined in to hear the stories and personal 
witness. Everyone enjoyed the opportunity 
to interact and all seemed to gain something 
new from the experience.
A heartfelt thank you to all who helped 
whether in telling stories, producing artwork, 
cutting paper, making biscuits, providing 
music, making coffee, giving advice, turning 
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drew to a close, and the army of workers 
transformed the field back to its normal 
state.  As always, we are so grateful to 
everyone who put in so much time, to make 
the day such a success.  Of course it does 
help when the sun shines, and it certainly did 
for us this time!!

Christmas Day Lunch 2018
As is now usual practice we entertained in 
the Church Centre, over 60 people who 
would otherwise be alone at Christmas.  We 
served a traditional Christmas lunch with 
roast turkey with all the trimmings followed 
by trifle, all provided by many volunteers of 
our church and other local churches and 
some who just volunteered to help others.
Transport was provided where necessary – 
there being no public transport on the day 
and again we are most grateful to those who 
brought the people in to the Centre.  Carols 
were sung (very lustily), and all too soon is 
was time to leave and tidy up!
We are very grateful for the free use of the 
Centre with its excellent facilities and to all 
who helped in any way.   Syd Ford

Cameo 2018
For anyone who doesn’t know what Cameo 
is, we are a group that grew out of the Young 
Families/Wives group many years ago.  For 
some meetings, particularly where space 
is no problem, we invite husbands and /or 
friends to join us.
Having had our planning meeting in January, 
we had a meal out at Andre’s in early 
February followed by our first visit to The 
Little Theatre to see ‘Separate Tables’ in 
early March.  We had 2 meetings in April.  The 
first was an interesting and entertaining talk, 
‘Tax, Care and Toy Boys’, from a lady from the 
Coop.  It covered Inheritance Tax, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney, funerals etc. A lot more 
interesting than it sounds!  The second April 
meeting was watching the amazing film 
‘Hidden Figures’ at Sue’s house.  It was a film 

giving us lots to think about as well as having 
some very funny moments.
A walk from Thurstaston along the Wirral 
Way to the Dell in May, then another theatre 
visit to see ‘Murder Inn’ in June were followed 
by the BBQ at Mary’s in July. and a walk 
round Meols and Hoylake in August. We had 
a discussion about some of our favourite 
books in September then in November, Rod 
Tann guided us through how classical music 
has evolved, by listening to music from 
different periods.  We finished the year in 
December, with our usual Carols, mince-
pies and mulled wine. For more information 
please contact Jane Tann (625 1234).

Jane Tann

Children and Families

St. Bridget’s Storytelling Service 
The storytelling service attracts a loyal 
following among the families who attend St. 
B’s.  The informal mix of music, brief liturgy, 
storytelling and open discussion allows a true 
sharing of our spiritual lives.  Through the 
help of the ministry team, many aspects of 
the storytelling service has entered the All-
Together Service, allowing a range of voices 
to be heard and musical gifts to be shared.
The families away-weekend in June was 
another lovely occasion, this time at 
Hawkshead Youth Hostel in the Lake District.  
We all camped and spent a wonderful 
afternoon of boating and swimming at 
the Fell Foot Park on Windermere.  Emma 
Speake arranged a simple Sunday service 
at the camp.  Emma, Steve and Abi, who 
contributed so much to the group over the 
past couple of years are truly missed.
The Christmas play returned to a more 
straightforward format this year with a story 
following the journey of the Magi.  There 
were many amusing moments: Herod’s 
displeasure with a jazz duet and God’s 
appearance as a female rapper.

Andrew Gibb

Paula, Andrea and Alphonso have been 
joined by Celia Gentles. They have worked 
hard to keep things looking good aided by 
our hirers and Church users who generally 
hand back rooms in a good state. And of 
course Rosie Heenan, who keeps a close eye 
on our finances!
We can again look back with satisfaction 
on achieving our core objectives – covering 
costs, increasing use, maintaining standards 
and setting aside funds for necessary 
improvements and renewals. 

Martin Harrison

Parish Office
Requests, queries and events over the past 
year:
‘There is a children’s party booked at the 
Centre this Saturday.  They would like their 
dog to be at the party:  is this allowed?’
The telephone pole outside the Centre 
was struck by lightning in a storm over the 
weekend.  The office computer has melted, 
the phone line doesn’t work, there is no 
internet and we need a new modem.
‘A gospel choir has been booked for a 
wedding at St Bridget’s.  It’s a surprise 
present from the groom to the bride, and we 
must keep it a secret’.
‘The Mayor’s office need parking for 10 
vehicles for the civic service at St Bridget’s 
on Sunday:  we need to arrange for the 
school car park to be open’.
‘There is a wedding booked at Caldy next 
month and a small dog (with trainer) is 
involved.  What part will the dog will be 
playing in the ceremony?’
‘Is your St Bridget, Birgitta of Sweden or 
Brigida of Kildare?’
‘How many pew ends are there down the 
central aisle? (for hanging wedding flower 
arrangements)’
‘Do you know the church clock is slow?’
I made a mistake when sending details of the 
music for a funeral.  The next day I received 
this reply: ‘You have the wrong email 

address. This is Jenny from Alaska. I don’t 
play the organ. 
‘Where should I leave this WW1 tin helmet 
for the museum?’
‘There is a large spider in the Beacon Room 
which is going to upset the Pilates class:  
please may I borrow a cup from the kitchen 
to catch it?’
‘We have 2,000 daffodil bulbs to plant and 
we think there will be some left over – would 
Caldy Church like them?’
‘I am phoning from the Hillbark Hotel:  we are 
providing a traditional British Christmas for 
some Chinese guests.  Can you send us a 
choir, please?’
‘Have you got a piece of stiff plastic?  We 
can’t get into the vestry and need to drill the 
lock out.’
For the answer to these and almost any query 
the Parish Office is usually open Monday 
-Friday mornings, 9-12 noon.  Tel. 0151 625 
2739, email office@stbridgetschurch.org.uk

Paula Cobby

Ministry to Schools

Schools’ work
Between them, John (Rector) and Emma 
(Curate) and Graham Crowder (Reader) led 
an assembly most weeks in St Bridget’s 
School on Wednesday mornings.  The school 
comes into church for special services 
led by various year groups, or by clergy.  In 
2018, these services were: Ash Wednesday 
(which included ashing the children); Easter; 
Ascension/Pentecost, Year 6 end-of-year 
Leavers service; Harvest; Advent Toy service; 
and two Christmas celebrations. 
In 2018 Emma again prepared a small group 
of Year 4 schoolchildren for “Admission to 
Communion before Confirmation” during 
four school time sessions.  We then admitted 
them at a special Holy Communion service 
in July.  At this service the children who had 
been prepared took communion along with 
teachers present, and any parents who also 
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Safeguarding
One person has requested to be DBS 
checked since the last report.  There have 
been no disclosures or matters to report.  
The Church continues to promote its 
safeguarding policy on its leaflet which is 
handed out in church.
I would ask that when leaflets are posted 
through the doors of the congregation 
or distributed to the general public, we 
continue to ensure our safeguarding policy 
wording is put on these documents.  It is 
even more important to have a visible policy 
when we reach out to the public in general.

Kate Frodsham

St Bridget’s Educational Trust
As is normal, the Trustees met twice during 
the year.  It might be of interest to know 
that the Trustees are the Rev John Bleazard, 
in the chair, Brenda Buttle and John Steel, 
representing St Bridget’s Church, Peter 
Hinton, representing St Michael and All 
Angels Church, and Councillor Gerry Ellis, 
representing Wirral Borough Council. 
We do not indulge in voting and all grants 
are decided following discussion and are 
unanimous.  The financial year runs from 1 July.
In total £550 was awarded to two students. 
St Bridget’s PCC made four requests and 
received £1699.80.  This was for providing 
baptism booklets, funeral booklets, booklets 
distributed at Christmas, help with the Link 
newsletter and contemplative material.
Caldy church was granted £78.53 for study 
books and a cd. St Michael and All Angels PCC 
was awarded £500 towards the cost of a pc.
Rarely do the Trustees turn down a request 
and we still have money to use.  It is a constant 
source of regret that few applications are 
received from students.                  John Steel

STICK (Story time in Church for Kids)
We have continued meeting in Caldy Church 
every Thursday in term time after Toddlers 
Group.  From the minority coming we now 

have the majority of children, parents and 
carers joining the short worship service.  We 
light a candle to remind us that Jesus is the 
Light of the world, sing an action song and 
have a story told with knitted figures carrying 
out the story.  We include a sticking activity 
related to the story standing round a table 
(anyone with good ideas for simple sticking 
activities related to Jesus stories, please let 
me know)! We finish with another song and 
blow the candle out, the smoke reminding 
us that Jesus goes with us when we leave.  
Thank you to people at the Link and Coffee 
@ Caldy for help in preparing the activities.

Joy Alcock

Mother’s Union 2018
We started the year with 30 members on 
roll.  As we are still committee-led, members 
of the committee took it in turn to lead the 
meetings.  During the year we were very sad 
to lose Jane Bartlett who passed away in 
December, and Sue Battersby who moved 
to Tattenhall.  Both were valuable members 
of our group and much missed.  We start 
the year 2019 with 33 on roll.  On Mothering 
Sunday (March 11th ) John admitted Carol 
Fowler, Ann Millington and Gillian Robinson 
to our branch when they were given a 
membership card and M.U. badge.
During the year we had a number of 
interesting speakers including Rev. Mary 
Railton-Crowder who gave an illustrated 
talk called ‘Just Mary’, Jane Bartlett gave 
an illustrated talk on her visit to the Guide 
Centre in Mexico, Canon Chris Humphries 
our Diocesan Chaplain, Liz Ashley on her 
time spent in Madagascar, Sheila Melton on 
her travels with an M.U. badge and Heather 
Chapman on West Kirby Museum.  In May, 
9 members attended the Deanery Festival 
at St. Michael & All Angels in Pensby on the 
11th and we had our Wave of Prayer in church 
on the 18th.  In June over 20 members and 
friends gathered at the ‘Ridger’ in Newton 
for lunch.  

founded in 2003 in response to the forced 
resignation of gay bishop elect, Dr Jeffrey 
John, but has since grown and widened 
its remit, with mental health and disability 
important additional concerns.  In October 
2018 we celebrated Inclusive Church 
Sunday, welcoming as visiting preacher 
Dr Paul Whittaker OBE, a lay canon of 
Wakefield Cathedral. Paul is profoundly deaf 
but an accomplished musician who sang 
an impressive version of Amazing Grace; 
he brought an interpreter who signed the 
whole service for him.  He spoke movingly 
about the problems of being a gay Christian, 
and appreciated our inclusive welcome and 
rainbow ribbons.  
Our café is registered as an unconditional 
Place of Welcome.  Nationally, 2018 has been 
a mixed year: the Scottish Episcopal Church 
now performs gay marriages, but the C of 
E is still forbidden to by Act of Parliament.  
More Churches are signing up as Inclusive 
after publicity over the tragic case of a young 
lesbian Christian in Didsbury who took her 
own life.  Our PCC submitted a thoughtful 
response to the Bishop of Chester’s 
discussion paper on Missional Communities.  
There are now 18 women bishops, including 
four in the House of Lords. The latest C 
of E row is over same-sex spouses of US 
bishops being excluded from the Lambeth 
Conference.  Opinion polls report that 
grass roots Anglicans increasingly support 
inclusive principles, but our decision-making 
processes are slow, and hampered by links 
with less progressive provinces abroad.

Priscilla Bench-Capon

St. Bridget’s Centre

The Centre  2018
2018 has been another satisfying year for 
our Centre which is now 7 years old.  We now 
have 25 separate bookings each week from 
Church, Museum and community users plus 
a whole range of occasional bookings (like 

bread-making, Museum History Quizzes and 
Lectures).  Fitting new users and occasional 
hirers is becoming difficult but we fitted in 
the new West Kirby Women’s Institute – an 
exciting new arrival!  Meanwhile, we lost our 
long-standing Zumba classes.  We welcome 
the one-off bookings and the variety they 
bring to the Centre: this year we have had 
wedding anniversaries, family parties and 
lots of christening parties as well as the usual 
elections which allows potential hirers to 
see our facilities!   Major events included St 
Bridget’s Summer Fair, Wirral Heritage Open 
Day, EarthFest and West Kirby Remembers.  
The level of bookings has continued to rise with 
more use being made of the Beacon Room. 
The centre has continued to be an important 
part of the West Kirby community and 
Church life–with the fund-raisers for the 
Church Enhancement project, Link Café, 
Sunday refreshments, storytelling services, 
PCC and St Bridget’s Committee meetings,  
regular Church group bookings, Knit and 
Natter mornings, Men’s Luncheons  and yet 
another wonderful Christmas Lunch!!  Our 
thanks to all those who work to make these 
things happen. 
We seek to maintain and raise standards and 
strive to keep the Centre looking good.  This 
year we have made improvements to the 
central heating system, upgraded the wi-fi 
network, repaired the cleaner’s store floor, 
replaced the office computer, undertaken 
roof repairs and installed a wonderful new 
sideboard cum storage unit in the Beacon 
Room. And we have started a programme of 
decorating in 2019!
The central-heating system has been a 
problem since opening in 2012 and we have 
replaced the engineers, Kimptons, and 
brought in Ford Heating to take a fresh look 
at our problems.  As a result improvements 
have been made and we now have a more 
reliable system.
We have lost Steve Speake from our team 
during the year and our Centre team of 
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Barbara Adams will be our new leader from 
January 2019 and Carol Fowler will be our 
treasurer.  Visitors are always welcome to 
come to our meetings and if you would like to 
become a member please speak to Barbara 
Adams.      Carole Steel • Secretary

Care for the Environment

Church grounds at St Bridget’s 
Mike Brady continues to keep the churchyard 
looking tidy; cutting the grass and moving 
ant-hills.  We organised three working parties 
to perform light duties.  Trimming bushes 
and removing ivy from head stones.  An 
official Commonwealth War Graves sign was 
put on the notice board by the Lych Gate. 
 There have been numerous problems with 
parents leaving their dogs unattended and 
tied to various locations.  There was an 
incident in the churchyard with a child and 
a dog and the school requested that dogs 
were not left unattended.  Signs have been 
put up but dogs are still being left.  Dog poo 
is also a big problem.  Bags of poo are being 
left around the churchyard. 
The viburnum bushes by the Memorial Cross 
became diseased and had to be cut down.  
The area by the tower has been planted with 
perennials and shrubs have been planted 
under the East window.  The East window will 
also have summer bedding like last year.  The 
cremation area in the lower churchyard has 
had all the rotten timber edging replaced with 
new wood and the planting areas have been 
enlarged.  A boarded platform was made for 
people to place floral tributes on.  Two water 
troughs have also been introduced.  People 
are now using these to prolong the life of 
their flowers and plants.   The planters from 
the South side of the church have been 
taken apart and the wood used to improve 
the two planters by the Vestry door.  A 
boarded platform and water trough have 
also been introduced to the cremation area 
by the Memorial Cross.  We hope to improve 
this area with summer bedding plants. The 

boarded platforms of both cremation areas 
are working well.  At Christmas time people 
used them to put their wreaths on. 
There have been numerous enquiries regarding 
grave searches,  both from home and abroad.  
Several people have been surprised to find 
that their ancestor’s graves do not have head 
stones on them and have enquired about 
placing new stones on the graves.

Bill Smith

The Church Gardens at Caldy
We refer to our church as ”the church in a 
garden” and are delighted that we are able 
to maintain the gardens in such an attractive 
condition.  The church itself is built on an 
outcrop of the sandstone bed raised above 
the roadway and surrounded by the gardens.
The gardens are maintained by a local 
gardener and he does a superb job leaving 
it each week with closely trimmed lawns 
and tidy flower beds.  The Garden of course 
has other benefits e g for the interment 
of ashes of loved ones of the church.  We 
have recently provided a new Garden of 
Remembrance which is well laid out on the 
north side of the gardens. We feel that the 
gardens enhance the appearance of the 
church and we are correct!

Syd Ford • Warden

Wirral Earth Festival 2018
A paired down and well organised Earth 
Festival took place in September.  The format 
hasn’t changed over the last half dozen years: 
a meeting of local organisations, charities, 
artists and businesses with a ‘people and 
earth-friendly’ focus, organised by Transition 
Town West Kirby.  St. Bridget’s plays its part 
by making the Church Centre available 
for a sit down and tea and providing some 
volunteer support.  This year the kitchen was 
wonderfully run by West Kirby Rotary Club 
who donated all their sales to the festival.  
This was great because the festival had 
little external funding in 2018.  The weather 
was kind to us and the attendance was very 

has appeared on the website since January 
2017: past issues are retained, so this forms 
a readily accessible archive. 
Barry Darby, our web-master organises 
this. Thanks to Jean, Pat and Barry and to 
all our distributors, and to Priscilla for her 
assistance. Penny Wellsteed was magazine 
Treasurer for many years until her sad 
death, and we remember her efforts with 
appreciation. Thanks are due to Syd (again) 
as he took on the additional role of treasurer. 

Trevor Bench-Capon

Link Newsletter 2018
This year we published three editions of the 
newsletter at Easter, Autumn and Christmas.
These were delivered to nearly every letter 
box in the parish.
We are very grateful to the many intrepid 
“post persons” who have undertaken this – 
often in appalling weather.
We have tried to provide content which is read 
by a wide variety of residents. Many of those 
who receive the newsletter have no regular 
contact with St. Bridget’s or Caldy Churches.  
We try to present articles which engage with 
local history, history of the churches, the arts 
and sciences and care for the environment.  
We are grateful to everyone who willingly 
provided contributions.
From the Christmas edition the publication is 
now sponsored by St. Bridget’s Educational 
Trust.  We wish to thank the trustees for 
their support.  Edward Edwards

Working with other Churches

Life Expectancy Wirral
The Life Expectancy Project has to an 
extent been in abeyance this past year.   As 
I have got so involved with the finances of 
the Parish, I have had to let other things 
take a ‘back seat’.  Contact with both Laird 
Street Baptist Church and with St James 
has been maintained, although we have not 
held meetings this year.   We have collectively 

been involved in the work with schools in 
both West Kirby and Birkenhead around 
Easter in both 2018 and 2019 – Experience 
Resurrection and the Lent Event.  Several 
of us shared in an evening with visitors from 
Melanesia, which particularly highlighted 
issues of climate change.   Wirral Debt 
Advice, funded by an anonymous donation 
through St Bridget’s, continues to meet 
needs, working in close partnership with 
Wirral Foodbank and several other churches 
across Wirral.  Relationships established over 
the past five years or so will continue, and 
opportunities for greater activity between 
West Kirby and Birkenhead will be taken as 
they arise.              John Smith

Iona
We organised group visits to Iona Abbey 
from the Parish and other churches across 
Wirral every year from 2011 to 2017.  We 
were not able to go in 2018, due to the major 
refurbishment work going on to upgrade the 
accommodation on the island.  This work is 
ongoing throughout 2019, with completion 
confidently expected in the
spring of 2020.  The result of very major 
fundraising, and a challenging environment 
for contractors, will be greatly enhanced 
facilities and full access for people with 
mobility restrictions.  We will hope to be able 
to organise a group visit in 2020.    If you wish 
to be kept informed, just let us know.

John and Margaret Smith  

Inclusive Church
This Parish is proud to be registered 
with Inclusive Church:  we display the IC 
Declaration and can be found at inclusive-
church.org by people searching for a Church 
which does not discriminate, on any level, on 
grounds of economic power, gender, mental 
health, physical ability, race or sexuality.  
Official C of E policy and practice is less 
enlightened, clinging to exemptions from 
Equality legislation.  Inclusive Church was 
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healthy . It would be good to have more 
church involvement in this year’s festival - a 
chance to connect and tell visitors what St. 
Bridget’s is all about.          Andrew Gibb 

The “Open Gardens of Caldy “2018
The gardens of Caldy were opened in 
May 2018 – the first time under the new 
“management” and for the benefit of a new 
charity.  The new management is led by 
Rachel, ably assisted by her team and the 
charity was the Hoylake Cottage hospital – 
dementia day care - which serves the local 
community.  Overall, the amount raised was 
in excess of £20,000!
Thirteen private gardens were open including 
the gardens at Caldy Church. The church was 
also open and the church hall was open for 
light refreshments, supplied by the church 
ladies, and what a good job they did with the 
hall staff working non-stop all the afternoon!
The plan is to hold this event every other 
year, so we are already looking forward to 
2021!!                    Syd Ford  Warden

Eco-Church
As churches, we aim to take our responsibility 
to care for creation seriously, both locally and 
globally. Our support of EarthFest is an annual 
expression of that, held in partnership with 
other like-minded local community groups.
In 2018, with curate Emma’s encouragement, 
Caldy Church continued with the changes 
that she started during 2017, switching to 
Fairtrade tea and coffee and environmentally 
friendly cleaning products, and also 
collecting and recycling waste plastic.  We 
achieved the Bronze Eco-Church Award 
and in 2018 looked at how to achieve the 
silver award.  A whole team of people worked 
with needlework and knitting to prepare an 
altar frontal/wall hanging that will be used in 
church to celebrate Earth Day in April 2019. 
A small team at St Bridget’s has been working 
to improve the church’s environmental 
credentials, and they too have now achieved 
the Bronze Award.       John Bleazard

At work abroad
Traidcraft
This has been a difficult year for Traidcraft.  
In the Autumn it was announced that after 
forty years it would close for trading at 
the end of 2018.  This was partly because 
of difficult trading conditions, being 
experienced by many businesses, but also 
because the fall in the value of the pound 
against the dollar meant that they were 
paying 15-20% more for goods in the 
catalogue, but not receiving any extra when 
they sold them on.  This news galvanised 
Traidcraft’s many volunteers and supporters, 
and with the help of them and the staff a 
rescue plan was formed.  This involved many 
staff redundancies at Gateshead, and even 
more regrettably the need to discontinue 
working with many craft producers who have 
supplied Traidcraft over the years.  However 
the increased sales during the autumn meant 
that all bills and redundancy monies could be 
paid in full.  Traidcraft is continuing, although 
with a smaller staff, and with a reduced range.  
Most of the food items will continue to be 
available, but the range of craft items will 
be reduced.   Many thanks to all of you who 
continue to support the Traidcraft stall on 
Sundays and at the Wednesday Link. 

Margaret Smith

Study and Fellowship in the Home

Rossinière Home Group
We continue to meet on alternate Tuesdays 
during term-time, and find great value reading 
God’s word, even some difficult bits and 
seeing if we can apply them to our daily lives. 
This year we have covered Moses, Joseph and 
Joshua.  If anyone would like to join the group, 
please let me know.  We close with praying for 
each other’s requests and a cup of tea!

Joy Alcock

Monthly Discussion Group
Our house group usually takes place on the 
second Wednesday of the month, and we 

aim to meet around 7.30.  Our group meets 
monthly due to lots of other commitments, the 
idea being that we can all commit to one day a 
month!  We meet in one of our homes, hoping 
to fit in with each other’s parental needs.
This year we finished discussing the Twelve 
Disciples with help from the Scripture 
Union books and each other.  Most of the 
information was about nine of the disciples 
as there is not much information in the bible 
about the “Three Others”.  Having discussed 
12 men from the New Testament we have 
now started discussing “Women of the 
New Testament”.  A couple of them are not 
named - eg “the Canaanite woman” – but we 
have been interested in how many women 
in the New Testament are named and the 
significant contribution they made.

Jane Tann and Sally Cashen

‘In the beginning’ – Bible Study Group
The aim of this monthly study group is to 
open our hearts and minds to the riches of 
the Bible and to the fact that we can always 
learn something new from the inspired words 
of God in Scripture.   Rather than focus on 
a short passage, we discuss more thematic 
issues e.g. the Creation stories (Genesis 
Chapters 1, 2 and 3); and poetry in the Bible 
(there is much more than you might think).  
Recently we have explored the nativity 
stories, introduced ourselves to Luke’s 
gospel and talked through the many issues 
raised by the Book of Ruth.  
Whatever level of knowledge of the Bible 
you imagine you have or don’t have, if you 
think you might be interested in joining us 
please don’t hesitate to have a word with me 
- I would love to welcome some newcomers, 
bringing fresh ideas and perspectives!  
Meeting dates are published on the yellow 
sheet, or you can ask me. 

Graham Crowder

Bible Crew
We are an offshoot of Storytellers. The 
secondary school-age children meet with 

me once a month (unless holidays intervene) 
after the Storytelling service, and we discuss 
a variety of Christian faith issues.  The aim 
is to give these youngsters the opportunity 
to ask questions and discuss opinions about 
the Bible, the Church, Christian morality and 
ethics, etc.etc. – in fact, almost any aspect 
of their faith and its relationship to the fast-
changing world in which they are growing up.  
It is an important element in St. Bridget’s 
nurture and encouragement of some of the 
young people in our community.

Graham Crowder

Communications

Parish Magazine
The Parish Magazine is an important means 
of communication, keeping parishioners 
informed and running profiles of people such 
as our new churchwarden and newly arrived 
retired clergy.  Each monthly issue has a 
Rector’s letter and a Curate’s letter (written 
by David since Emma’s leaving). Paula Cobby, 
the Parish Administrator, provides the Diary, 
the record of baptisms, marriages and 
funerals, and a monthly list of Bible readings, 
while Syd Ford writes a Caldy page.  Thanks 
to all of them for supplying this core material 
in good time every month. Other regular 
items include reports on group meetings, 
including the Mothers’ Union.  One-off items 
are also welcome, and add variety. 
Syd Ford now also manages the advertising, 
and has done an excellent job in finding 
new advertisers and collecting outstanding 
payments. We currently have six pages of 
advertising, which roughly covers the printing 
costs. Issues normally have 20 pages, but 
occasionally 24 if there is a lot to say.
Anne Waring continues to arrange for the 
printing (340 copies per month). Many 
thanks to Anne: this arrangement works 
well and produces a good quality product.  
Jean Pilling organises the distribution for 
St Bridget’s, and Pat Southworth organises 
distribution for Caldy. An electronic version 


