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The Parish – a small town and a village 

West Kirby is a small town on the Dee estuary. St Bridget’s Church is 

the oldest building, founded by Vikings from Ireland, situated at the 

heart of the old village. Our list of Rectors starts at 1140. With the 

coming of the railway in 1886, the town expanded and the centre 

moved towards the station; the population was 12,733 in 2011. There 

is little employment in the town apart from schools and shops;  most 

people commute or are retired. It is a well off area with many 

professionals working at universities and hospitals, and has excellent 

schools.  

The situation is attractive, with the 

Marine Lake and Promenade, 

Beach, Caldy Hill and Ashton Park;  

the Rectory has views across the 

estuary to the hills of Wales.  In 

the 20th century the Parishes of St 

Andrew and St Michael and All 

Angels were carved out of St 

Bridget’s Parish, so that we now serve only part of the town, although 

many of our worshippers live in these neighbouring parishes. 

House prices are high for the region and young adults tend to move 

away, but there are plenty of families with school age children. 

Caldy is an affluent village of about 1500 souls, with Caldy Church in 

the centre. It has attractive houses but no shop, pub or amenities 

apart from the Church and Church Hall, Rugby, Cricket and Golf Clubs. 

Although there is little visible poverty here, there are pastoral needs 

such as loneliness, and we have links with a parish and primary schools 

in a deprived area of east Wirral.  

St Bridget’s Church - Worship and Ministry  

A moderate catholic liturgical tradition of worship, centred on the 

Eucharist, with room for silence and reflection. An appreciation of 

thoughtful expository preaching with a contextual approach to the 

Bible, and lively debate in House Groups. 

The congregation is enriched by a mixture of people with liberal, 

central, Anglo-Catholic and evangelical backgrounds, several joining 

from other denominations, and several ‘seekers’, moving from the 

fringe to a deeper faith and discipleship.  

This Parish is proud to be registered with Inclusive Church:  we have 

displayed the IC Declaration since 2007 and can be found at 

https://www.inclusive-church.org/ by people searching for a Church 

which does not discriminate, on any level, on grounds of economic 

power, gender, mental health, physical ability, race or sexuality.  We 

celebrate Inclusive Church Sunday each year, usually with a visiting 

preacher, and welcome LGBT people into our Church community. 

We have an open baptism policy, welcoming all into the Lord’s family.  

The Sacrament is reserved, and a team of clergy, readers and lay 

people bring it to people who cannot attend Church. We value 

pastoral visiting, especially for the sick and bereaved. 

We usually have a robed choir at 10am, and a rota of locum organists 

since our regular organist retired. 

In parallel with the main 10am Parish Communion, there is a 

Storytelling Service in St Bridget’s Centre, mainly for children and their 

parents, often led by retired clergy. This congregation forms the core 

of our Music Group, and once a month they join the 10am 

congregation for All Together Worship. On a typical Sunday we have 

about 85 at 10am Communion plus about 18 in Storytelling. 

https://www.inclusive-church.org/
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St Bridget’s Church - Worship and Ministry (continued) 

We value the rites of Holy Week and Ash Wednesday, such as 

Stripping the Altars, Gethsemane Watch, Good Friday, Lighting the 

New Fire and Imposition of Ashes.  

The Nine Lessons and Carols and Midnight Mass  are well attended by 

people who rarely come at other times, as is our All Souls Memorial 

Service, when we invite back the recently bereaved. 

 We are looking forward to using our new lighting (installed Summer 

2019) creatively to enhance services like these, as well as the seasonal 

School Services. 

We are blessed with a large team who lead our worship, including an 

SSM, four retired priests and three Readers, so no-one needs to be 

overworked. Approaching a hundred lay people are on rotas or have 

responsibilities of some kind. 

We keep the Church 

building open in the 

afternoons as much as 

possible. It attracts a steady 

trickle of visitors who love 

our beautiful, numinous, 

peaceful building, and many light candles in the prayer corner. We 

also receive several visiting groups such as local history societies. 

At present we have no stipendiary Curate (the Revd Emma Speake left 

in 2018), but historically our Rectors have been training incumbents 

for Curates, and we own a house to accommodate them. The PCC and 

Parishioners value this role and would wish it to continue. 

 

St Bridget’s Centre – for both Church and Community 

www.stbridgetscentre.co.uk/           www.westkirbymuseum.co.uk/ 

In 2011 – 2012 we demolished our dilapidated Church Hall and built St 

Bridget’s Centre in the churchyard, having raised about £1million. It 

has good modern facilities and is well used by both  Church and 

community groups and for parties, as well as housing the Parish Office 

and West Kirby Museum. It is managed by a committee led by a lay 

member of the congregation, with part time paid staff. 

An important gathering each week is our Wednesday Café, where 

Church members, School parents with toddlers, the Knit & Natter 

Circle and others meet. Often several meetings are taking place at 

various tables, as well as informal chats.  A valuable resource to serve 

the Parish and make contacts outside the congregation, as well us 

building up our own Fellowship. 

The Centre and School provide us with plenty of footfall through the 

Churchyard, and raise awareness of St Bridget’s. 

Finance – see also accompanying 2018 Accounts  

We are solvent, and pay our Parish Share of £82,825 in full. We raised 

 £1 million for building St Bridget’s Centre, and have since raised over 

£150,000 and upgraded heating, sound, wiring and lighting in St 

Bridget’s Church. But regular income is falling, as several generous 

donors have died, and at St Bridget’s we are not quite covering our 

regular costs. We need either to push to increase income, or to cut  

expenditure.  

Our buildings are all in good repair and well cared for. 

St Bridget’s Centre turns over £32,000, reinvesting surpluses in 

maintenance and improvements. 

 

http://www.stbridgetscentre.co.uk/
http://www.westkirbymuseum.co.uk/
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Groups and Activities  - serving both young and old 

Most are described in the accompanying Annual Report, and some are illustrated in the photographs below. 

 
                                                                

 

 

 

              Serving both young and old 

 

 

 
Welcoming new members of the Mothers’ Union 

 
Annual free Christmas lunch in the Centre Annual Earthfest on St Bridget’s field 
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Aims and visions for the future 

 

o We need to plan for the next generation  – who will take over responsibilities, especially at Caldy?  

We would like to encourage our younger members to join rotas, serve on the PCC and ensure the future of Christ’s work in the Parish. 

o Our lively Storytelling Service (Fresh Expression) people participate in monthly All Age Worship and Music, but we are uncertain how to 

integrate this congregation more with the older Parish Communion congregation, and how to keep in touch with Primary School leavers.  

We have little to offer the Secondary age group at present, and would like to build on the promising work with the Primary age group. 

o We are committed to Inclusive Church principles and would like to put these principles into practice to a greater extent. We look forward to 

the Inclusive ethos becoming more widely accepted in the C of E, as it is in some  other Anglican provinces. 

o We would like to increase stewardship income and avoid cuts. 

o After the lighting installation, we plan to raise funds for a small extension with much needed toilet and storage facilities. 

We have very good toilet facilities in St Bridget’s Centre, but people have to cross the churchyard to reach them. 

o We are concerned about the environment and climate change, and are working towards an A Rocha UK Silver award.  

both our Churches already have the bronze. 

o We are keen to know more of the depth, breadth and mystery of God's being, and how better we can worship Him, serve Him and feed His 

sheep. 

o We are keen to continue the example of two previous rectors in providing a welcoming church, with low boundaries and the open hand of 

Christian friendship. 

o As well as welcoming newcomers, we would like to be better at “retention”, being more aware if people attend less frequently. 

o We are keen to maintain and enhance the mission of Caldy Church,  keeping its distinctiveness but increasing “whole parish” initiatives. 

o  Now that our light, sound and  heating are so much better, we hope to use our beautiful  St Bridget’s Church for more events such as 
concerts. 
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The Parish Priest that we seek 

 

o A person of prayer and vision, open to the Holy Spirit, called to this Parish 

o A consultative leader 

o A kind pastor 

o Someone who appreciates liturgy, vestments and a reverent numinous atmosphere in worship 

like a householder who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old 

 

o A preacher and teacher to stimulate lively minds  

o In sympathy with the Inclusive Church movement and our open baptism policy 
welcoming all regardless of disability, economic power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,  
mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality 

o Someone to build on our promising work with the primary schools and young families 

o Supporting the Parish as a training context for Curates and others in ministry 

o With a heart for the needs of the whole Parish, not just the gathered congregation 

o A collaborative minister, able to use and develop the ministries of others, both lay and ordained 

 

 

come over to 

West Kirby  

 and help us! 
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Specific aspects of the role  (in addition to the usual role description of a Parish Priest) 

 

o Patron of St Michael and All Angels, Newton (formerly our daughter Church) 

o ex officio Governor of St Bridget’s C of E Primary School  

The present incumbent leads weekly assemblies in School as well as seasonal services in Church.  

The Governors are keen to continue the excellent  relationship with the Church fostered by the present Rector: see the SIAMS report at 
https://www.stbridgets.wirral.sch.uk/website/ofsted__siams_reports/31384 

o Customary pastoral assistance to Avalon School, an independent day primary school within the parish 

o Management of the Parish Administrator (who asks not to be micro-managed please) 

o Possible Training Incumbent for future Curates (we cannot be sure) 

o Monthly Eucharist at The Sisters of Jesus’ Way,  an Anglican community in the Parish 

The PCC is supportive of the ministry of both women and men at all levels.  

Two recent Curates have been women, and two retired women priests are on our ministry rota,  

although so far we have never had a woman as Rector. 

 

O worship the Lord 

in the beauty 

of holiness 

 

https://www.stbridgets.wirral.sch.uk/website/ofsted__siams_reports/31384

