
We are very fortunate to 

live in a beautiful part of 

Kent. We have space and 

clean air, access to woods 

and fields to exercise our 

dogs or simply to enjoy the 

richness of nature all 

around. We have easy 

access to local towns or to 

London to see theatre or 

exhibitions, to shop or to 

work. 

It is essentially a rural 

community with a good 

mix of people, some who 

work locally on the land, in 

local businesses, or from 

home, and some who 

commute to London or 

elsewhere. And many who 

are retired. 

But the special thing about 

living here is friendship in 

the local community.  There 

are lots of points of contact - the pubs, 

schools, cricket clubs, the Hever residents 

association and village hall committees, and 

of course, the churches with their various 

organisations, and the numerous events they 

organise. 

Many people are on spiritual journeys of 

some sort and some look to the churches in 

our villages for guidance. But those that 

haven't found the churches yet may do so in 

the future or may by our activities in the 

community, find themselves touched by God 

while barely realising what is happening! 

1

Welcome to The Benefice of Hever,  
Four Elms and Markbeech 



Our congregation numbers haven’t always 

reflected the huge amount of goodwill there 

is towards the church in this community, but 

we do have a network of active, good people 

who support our activities, and are eager to 

welcome and support a new priest. 
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There has been Christian worship in Hever 

for the best part of a thousand years and 

parts of St Peter's Church are Norman with 

significant additions up to the sixteenth 

century when Thomas Bullen father of Anne 

Boleyn was buried in the North Chapel. The 

church was refurbished by the Victorians 

who were responsible for much of the 

stained glass and the oak furniture. The 

church is Grade 1 listed and is open daily to 

visitors whom there are many given our 

proximity to the Castle and this is an 

important part of our wider mission to serve 

all of our community 

The Village  
The Castle is right next to the church and is 

a significant factor in village life. The legacy 

both of the Boleyns and of the Astors, who 

radically refashioned the Castle and the 

centre of the village in the early twentieth 

century, lives on. The Astors sold the estate 

in the early 1980s and this upheaval is still 

remembered by many. The castle and its 

lovely gardens are still privately owned and 

are run as a successful tourist attraction and 

wedding venue. 

There are two popular pubs in the village 

and a number of busy groups and activities 

such as the Horticultural Society, the Hever 

Residents Association, the monthly Parish 

Lunch, the local film club and Art Club. 

A number of groups come together at 

Christmas for carol singing in the church. 

Hever Church of England Primary 

School  
On the other side of the church in the centre 

of Hever village is the school which is C of E 

aided. The school hosts the regular Cafe St 

Peter's for local families to worship in an 

informal setting and enjoys a good 

relationship with the church. The School 

holds two services per month, festival 

services and their nativity service in the 

church. The Rector is a Governor. The 

majority of the children come from 

Edenbridge.
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St Peter’s, Hever 



Music and Bell ringing 

St Peter's has a ring of six bells and a thriving 

band of ringers, including many young 

people, who ring regularly at Hever. New 

members are always welcome. The choir, 

made up of local singers, would very much 

like to attract new members and St Peter’s is 

keen to develop this choir. 

Worship 

There are a wide range of services at St 

Peters including Matins and Evensong from 

the Book of Common Prayer and Common 

Worship Parish Communion. We have a 

regular pattern with a service taking place in 

St Peter's three Sundays out of four. Festival 

services are well attended. We are also a 

popular church for weddings and baptism. 

Members of the laity read lessons, read 

intercessions and assist with the 

chalice. 

Pastoral care, home visits and nurturing links 

with the community are priorities for St 

Peter’s. 

Finances 

The Church has reserves and a group of loyal 

donors support the running costs but regular 

fundraising is necessary. 

Fundraising 

The Friends of St Peter's have recently paid 

for the new heating system, upgraded the 

furnishings and improved the sound system. 

They regularly have one major fund raising 

project in hand. 

The Church's own fundraising is led by the 

annual Grand Hever Quiz which raises about 

£5,000 a year and is supported by the 

Christmas Fair (the proceeds are shared with 

the school) and an Autumn Barn Dance. 

Other annual activities include participating 

in the Ride and Stride event, commuter 

coffee and carols to promote our Christmas 

Services in December and earlier in the year 

to fundraise for Christian Aid. 
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St. Paul’s Parish church, consecrated in May 

1881 was described as a ‘little house of 

goodwill’, a testament to the generosity of 

many in the community, through whose gifts 

and support a new church replaced a former 

corrugated iron building on a near-by-site.  

The building is a fine example of the Arts 

and Crafts period of the late nineteenth 

century and contains some of exceptional 

interior decoration.  In every sense, St Paul’s 

is a focus for the entire village.  The vision 

was for a community church – and it remains 

just that to this day. 

There is a well-tended and peaceful burial 

ground, which lies behind the church.  In 

2015 the Bishop of Rochester consecrated an 

extension on land that has been gifted by a 

local family.  Families of those buried in the 

Graveyard are generous in their gifts so that 

regular maintenance of the site may be 

carried out.

The Village 
Opposite the church the Four Elms primary 

school is thriving and growing, with children 

from as far as Edenbridge.  The school, 

which is not C of E aided, has developed 

strong, positive links with St. Paul’s and our 

clergy are welcomed into the school and the 

school is warmly welcomed into our church.   

It is a joy for the church to be filled with 

pupils to celebrate festivals as Harvest and 

Christmas.  Beside the church stands the 

Parish Rooms, now managed by a Trust.   At 

the current time the main usage is a Before 

School Breakfast Club and After School 

Club run by a private company.  It is also 

hired for private functions.  Four Elms has 

an excellent and well supported cricket club, 

an Inn, which occupies one of the oldest 

buildings in the village, a small gift shop, 

excellent Pet shop and Equestrian Store.   

During 2019 the once petrol station is being 

transformed into a small grocery store which 

will be very welcome.  The village pond 

attracts weekend fisherman and is home to 

many ducks. 

Worship 
We have a small dedicated congregation 

which support the 3 services every month 

which can be 8am Holy Communion or 6pm 
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St Paul’s, Four Elms  



Evening Service alternating each month, an 

11am Parish and/or Benefice Communion.   

Every other month we hold a Café Service in 

the Parish Rooms for young children and 

their parents and once a month Inspire 

group for older children meet in the Parish 

Rooms and join the church service for 

communion.   Our congregation swells for 

the Festival services and the annual Village 

Carol Service.   Our Electoral Roll in 2018 

has 20 members. 

Finances 
Financially, we work diligently to manage 

both the exterior and interior of the Church 

building.   Our next project is to carry out 

the work as stipulated by the Quinquennial 

Report.  Income for 2018 just covered our 

expenses, leaving our General Fund with 

approximately £34k.   Our main fundraiser is 

from the Church Stalls at the Four Elms 

village Fete and some other small activities.  
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The Parish 
The heart of Markbeech parish is a pretty 

little Victorian village set on a hillside 

looking out over the Weald and the Eden 

river valley. A growing community of roughly 

250 people live here and in the surrounding 

countryside. Rolling fields make cattle-

farming the most obvious industry, but the 

majority of people either work locally, often 

self-employed or, with London only fifty 

minutes away, commute. An increasing 

number of young families have moved here 

in the last few years, attracted by the wish to 

bring up children in an area of outstanding 

natural beauty and with good local schools. 

We live in a mixture of rented and owner-

occupied housing, a combination that 

encourages both diversity and a strong 

community identity. 

Apart from the church, the central buildings 

in the parish are the village hall and the two 

pubs, the Kentish Horse in the middle of the 

village, and further out the Queen’s Arms. A 

thriving nursery school and other 

organisations use the village hall, and the 

church puts on its concerts, cabarets and 

other fund-raising events there. The cricket 

club, founded in 1853 and notable for fielding 

the first all-woman team in history, still 

flourishes, playing on one of the most 

beautiful pitches in Kent. 

The Church 
Holy Trinity has always been the lynch-pin of 

the parish. It was built in 1852 by the Talbot 

family, still very active in the parish. The 

church is small, and its atmosphere is 

intimate and devotional. It is open all day at 

weekends, and is much valued as a place of 

tranquillity by passers-by. Both the building 

and the churchyard are in good order, well 

maintained and deeply loved by those who 

worship there.. The maintenance required by 

the 2015 quinquennial inspection is in hand. 
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Holy Trinity, Markbeech 



Worship 
Worship in Markbeech is based on the 

Eucharist. The regular sung eucharist service 

is at 9.15 am two or three times a month, and 

on the the third Sunday of the month a lively 

family service,  with other services shared 

with the benefice. The church was founded 

in response to the Oxford Movement. 

Today’s services  are closer to the 

mainstream, but ritual remains important. 

There is a strong musical tradition and a very 

well led and well supported choir sings to a 

high standard, and increases community 

involvement There are around 30 on the 

electoral roll and a regular congregation of 

around 20 people. When possible we 

promote special services often with a 

children’s choir in addition to the adult 

choir, and these are very well attended, and 

much appreciated. We are acutely aware of 

the need to expand and grow. 

The Community 
We have always felt it important to include 

the non-churchgoing members of the 

community in our activities. Many come to 

the festival services.and take part in our 

fundraising events. These events include a 

Book Fair, summer Village lunch, Open 

Gardens day, Harvest Supper, and Christmas 

bazaar, as well as various concerts. Members 

of our congregation are involved in 

mentoring disadvantaged children in 

Edenbridge. We also host a monthly Parish 

lunch in the village hall where particularly 

those who find themselves not getting out as 

much as they used to can catch up with 

friends.

Finance 
We have just managed to make our books 

balance through careful use of our resources 

and considerable effort. We raise increasing 

sums from the community from fund-raising 

events, but worry that too much of our 

energy is devoted to that end. 

The Future 
We are a small but loyal congregation and in 

order to flourish we are active in encouraging 

new membership. There is a huge reservoir 

of goodwill towards the church, and our goal 

is to convert it into participation. 
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We see our priest’s role very much as one of leadership, inspiring members of the congregation 

and the wider community, to take an active part in all aspects of the life of the church. We 

understand that as a part time priest-in-charge, the appointee will need help from all of us. We 

will cherish someone empathetic, spiritual and inclusive. We pray that our new priest will be 

able to inspire, support and love the people who make up our communities.

Our priorities include: 

• Spirituality:  A priest to lead the

spiritual life of the parish, conducting

services with a real sense of meaning and

ceremony, thus feeding and inspiring us all

to do more of God’s work.

• Pastoral care: to include home visiting

and real support for members of the

community, (and perhaps develop a team

of lay visitors). Someone with the ability

to take a leadership role in the mission of

our Church, and join in events

• Outreach: being visible and active in the

wider community to raise the profile of

the church, promoting Baptisms and

Church weddings  and recognising that

whilst the Mission for Growth, as

expressed by the Bishop, is a priority, the

Church buildings itself are an important

heritage in our villages and the

maintenance comes at a high cost to our

limited resources.

• Education: Maintaining and developing

church links with the community's

schools, if necessary finding help to do 

this. 

• The Young: Working with the Inspire

group and Cafe church, and the Family

Service in Markbeech, again with

assistance as necessary, and looking for

more opportunities for us to engage with

the young in the community.

• The Future: We would love to grow the

church community in the Benefice and

also we would like help in creating a

Benefice, that works together better, help

in resolving conflicting priorities,

amicably, for example with regard to

service patterns and the priest’s time. We

also hope that the new incumbent can

manage a balance between the

modernisation potentially needed to grow

the congregation and the comfort and

meditation that many members enjoy

from the traditional and much loved

services currently provided.
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What we are hoping for in a priest  


	Welcome to The Benefice of Hever,
	Four Elms and Markbeech
	St Peter’s, Hever
	St Paul’s, Four Elms
	Holy Trinity, Markbeech
	What we are hoping for in a priest

