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ACCOMMODATION: 
The vicarage is in a pleasant area and is quite close to Christ Church, 

approximately one third of a mile.  It is purpose built to the highest standards 

and was constructed approximately seventeen years ago.  The 

accommodation includes a large study where PCC meetings have been held 

on a regular basis.  It also has attractive gardens which have been used for 

parish events. 
 

 

 

WELCOME 
 

The PCCs and congregations welcome you to the Parish Brochure of the 

United Benefice of St John the Evangelist, Birkby and Christ Church, 

Woodhouse.  We are pleased you would like to know more about us and 

hope the information we have given about our Benefice will inspire you to 

join us.  We thought, as we are two different churches, it would be useful to 

provide a brief insight into each one and we hope you will come and see our 

churches for yourself. 



 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH AND PARISH OF 

ST JOHN’S, BAY HALL, BIRKBY 
    

ON the 18th October 1851, the Huddersfield Chronicle reported the laying of 

the foundation stone of St. John’s Church, Bay Hall, Birkby, Huddersfield, 

by Sir John William Ramsden.   It was built by the trustees under the will of 

the late Sir John Ramsden on a site presented by the Hon. Isabella Ramsden.  

The Architect was Mr. W. Butterfield of London, and the builder was Mr. 

Joseph Kaye of Huddersfield.  It was built in local stone from the quarries 

of Crosland Moor and Cowcliffe.  The roof was tiled in Westmoreland slate.  

It is in the style of Early Decorated.  It originally had seating for five 

hundred and thirty people, but the present seating arrangement provides 

seating for up to approx three hundred.  The spire, at two hundred and 

twenty feet is the tallest in the ‘old’ Wakefield diocese.  The Church was 

consecrated in October 1853. 

 

The Church is situated in a multi-cultural area only half a mile from the town 

centre, and approx. two and a half miles from the M62.  A new housing 

development of about three hundred private houses has been built on the site 

of the old Hopkinson’s engineering factory, about 300+ yards from the 

Church. 

 

The Church is proud of its stained glass windows.  The East window depicts 

portraits of the saints and was erected in 1925 in memory of fallen soldiers.  

The spectacular 1950 west window, in the style of William Morris, is called 

the ‘Te Deum’ window.  Other windows show the people of Huddersfield 

and their occupations, spinning, weaving and engineering as well as the 

chemical workers and the shepherds, all against a background of Birkby as it 

was at that time.    

 

The Church has retained many of the fixed pews, though some were 

removed in 1980 to make way for the construction of a useful meeting (now 

community) room.  The room is used for many fundraising and social 

events as well as external lettings.      Photographs show coffee mornings. 

 

 



 

 

 

  
 

Recent Improvements to the building 
Changes have been made to accommodate disabled people with the 

construction of a ramp in the main entrance.   A new disabled toilet has 

been installed and kitchen facilities have been improved and expanded 

together with the laying of a non-slip floor in the kitchen area, these have 

proved invaluable for our frequent social functions and hiring out of the 

community room. 

 

A ‘Loop’ system has been installed for the hard of hearing.  The lighting has 

been improved and the meeting/community room and entranceway 

re-carpeted.  Heat ‘curtains’ of air from fan heaters fixed above the doors 

have been installed which helps to prevent heat loss as people arrive for 

services.  On 24th July 2008 the top eight metres of the spire was toppled 

through the roof of the Church by would be metal thieves, causing 

considerable damage.  The spire was fully repaired and the congregation 

worked hard to raise funds to help with any repair costs that were not 

covered by our insurance.  We now have a Church interior that has had two 

complete new windows, new carpets throughout the body of the Church and 

three new modern heaters to add to the previously mentioned improvements. 

 

Times of Services 
At present there are two services held weekly.  Sunday Eucharist is at 

9.15am (sung) but we feel this may be a little too early, particularly for 

families with young children and would wish for this to be held a little later 

as this may help to encourage their attendance at Church.  The congregation 

would also appreciate having a little more time with the priest on a Sunday 

morning following the service. 

 

Mid-week Holy Communion service is held each Wednesday at 10am.  This 

seems to please those who are able to and wish to attend.   

 

On the 5th Sunday in the month, a Benefice service is held, alternating 

between ourselves and Christ Church, Woodhouse at 10.45am. 



 

 

At Christmas there is a Midnight Mass and there have been additional 

services to celebrate the main seasons in the Church calendar. 

 

 

The Mothers Union. 
Though small in numbers, the members of the MU support church events 

and attend Episcopal meetings. 

 

Fundraising 
We have a group of hard working members who do much to raise the 

finances needed as well as build on the strong fellowship of this Church.  

They organise various functions including the regular coffee morning on the 

3rd Saturday of each month, an annual garden party and there are also 

Lunches, Harvest Festival celebrations, plus many other entertaining and 

profitable ventures.  We 

have market stalls 2 or 3 

times a year at which we have 

goods donated to us to sell.  

We also have a tombola stall 

(and collection buckets) at 

our local Asda store once or 

twice a year. 

 

Photograph showing an Asda 

tombola 

 

 

Photo showing left to right: Tony (churchwarden), Molly (PCC Secretary), 

Pat (PCC Treasurer) & Grahame (churchwarden) 

 
 

A number of our church members assist with the reading of the Epistle and 

administering the Chalice.  We are currently training some of the older 



 

 

teenagers to be crucifer and servers.  We hope to re-establish lay 

involvement in the weekly intercessions.  

 

Our congregation consists mainly of older people, who would give their full 

support to our new Priest.  We know there is much to be done to encourage 

young families to join us.  We do have some young families who attend but 

we would welcome fresh ideas on how we might develop and use the talents 

of the present congregation and encourage all who are on the fringe of 

church life to become more actively involved.  We are looking at ways of 

involving the children more in the Sunday service. 

 

We would hope that the new Priest-in-Charge will help us to develop 

‘outreach’ in to the community.  We also support a number of charities 

including Christian Aid, C.A.R.T (Christian Africa Relief Trust), The 

Children’s Society, The Church Homeless Trust, Macmillan Cancer Relief 

and a local Children’s Hospice. We also host a mini foodbank which is taken 

to the local ‘Welcome Centre’ to be distributed to those in need. 

 

In July 2008, copper thieves, in trying to steal the lightening conductor, 

pulled the top of the spire down, which did significant damage to the fabric 

of the church. The spire was rebuilt and the fabric of the church fully 

repaired, the cost being met largely by the Ecclesiastical Insurance Office. 

 

Whilst on site, the architect conducted a thorough survey of the building, and 

reported that the fabric was in a poor state and recommended a 5-phase 

renewal programme.   

 

In 2011 when the East window started to collapse, the decision to start on a 

programme of repairs was then made.  Three phases have now been 

completed and just the 4th phase and then a re-ordering of church is left to be 

done.  We would hope that our future priest would support us in this work. 

 

Aspire Group 
In 2015 when it was decided to 

progress with the 2nd phase of 

work ie the restoration of the 

North Roof, we founded a 

Community Project to connect 

with the church which enabled us 

to obtain Heritage Lottery 

funding.  Following a Parish 

Audit it was decided to start a 

group for older, isolated people, to be held in church in the then ‘meeting’ 

room.  Aspire has gone from strength to strength and is growing and 

spreading to a number of churches in Huddersfield.   



 

 

The vibrant outgoing Sessional leader gets the group involved in many 

different activities ranging from gentle exercise to felt making as well as 

playing board games, interacting with pre-school children as well as older 

students.  They also have speakers come and give them talks on a range of 

subjects from Bird Watching to Safety in the Home.  Talented musicians 

also come along and give them varied entertainment.  Photograph shows a 

session in progress in the community room. 

 

In addition to the Aspire Group using our community room for sessions, the 

room is also used by other groups from the community, including the ‘Bread 

of Life’ soup kitchen, another lady who teaches cake decorating twice a week 

in term time and a whist group that meets usually twice a week in the 

evening.  In addition the room is used as a Polling Station on election days.  

From time to time there are other ‘one off’ lettings. 

 

Visitors to church 
Every year the local infants’ school brings classes of children to look round 

church and learn a little about our church. 

 

Below are photos of a group of children visiting with their teachers. 

 

 
 

In addition to the children from the infants’ school visiting, some youngsters 

from a local pre-school group usually visit church prior to Christmas to look 

at our Nativity figures and be told the Christmas Story. 

 

Parish Share. 

The Parish share has now been paid in full for a number of years and we are 

working hard to maintain this achievement. 

 

 

 



 

 

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 

1. An ongoing effort to build up the congregation both in faith and 

numbers.  We welcome everyone.  

2. Help organise social events which will combine fundraising with 

fellowship. 

3. Seek closer links with the other churches in the parish. We need to 

encourage more young people and families, to make our multi-racial 

congregation grow and especially to reach out to the many deprived 

families in the area to whom we could give some sense of hope and 

commitment. 

4. We would hope to encourage more members of our congregation to 

take on specific roles eg Parish Giving Officer, which would prove 

useful to our Treasurer.  

5. If we can build up the congregation we would be delighted if we could 

once again have a choir. 

6. The next phase in our restoration programme is work to the tower, 

chancel roof & West window. We would then be looking to a 

reordering of the church to enable more of the community to make use 

of our facilities. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH AND PARISH OF  

CHRIST CHURCH WOODHOUSE 
 

John Whitacre, born in 1786, was an influential and devout churchman.  

Christ Church was built at his own expense for the hamlets of Deighton, 

Fartown and Bradley.  The first stone was laid on the 24th June 1823 and the 

church opened for worship the following year.  The first incumbent was 

Reverend Windham Carlyon Madden MA who was married to John 

Whitacre’s sister, Mary.  Two monuments nearby in the church grounds are 

of particular interest.  One of these commemorates Richard Oastler, friend 

of John Whitacre and the Reverend Madden.  Alas this was vandalised and 

left in a sorry state and can be seen at the left side of the entrance door.  The 

other, to the right of the entrance door, is a stone cross dedicated to the men 

who fell in the First World War.  At its foot are several rough stones on 

which are recorded the names of the battlefields of France and Flanders 

where local men fought and died, Mons, Loos, Ypres, Givenchy, Somme, 

Newe Chappelle, Arras,  Bullecourt and Cambrai. Also commemorated are 

the sea battles Jutland, Falklands, and the Landings at Suvla.  In the church 

we have two display boards showing the local areas where these men were 

from and their age.  The names of 95 men from this small area who lost their 

lives in the Great War are recorded on a brass plaque inside the church 

beneath a stained glass window depicting Christ appearing on the battlefield 

to comfort the wounded and carry away the dead. 
                                         

                                        Taken from local history notes 

 

 

Christ Church is located on the border of Fartown and Sheepridge in the  

parish of Woodhouse, in the Metropolitan District of Kirklees.  The area is 

well served by motorways, the M1 and M62, and access is easy to the major 

cities of Bradford, Leeds, Manchester and Sheffield, as well as to the 

Yorkshire Dales, the Peak District, the Pennines, the Lake District and either 

coast. The city of Leeds is approx 16 miles away,   where both the 

Cathedral and Church House are located. 

A large area of the parish is in an elevated position with extensive views 

across the town to the Pennine hills beyond. 

The parish of Woodhouse lies approximately one and a quarter miles to the 

north of the town of Huddersfield and is situate between the main roads to 

Bradford (A641) and Leeds (A62).  Although previously mainly industrial, 

much of the wealth is now generated in the town from the University.  The 

parish is in an urban priority area with an ethnic mix which, in the last few 

years, has included asylum seekers and east European immigrants.   There 

are also a large number of single parent families.  

 



 

 

There are four council estates within the parish ie Fartown, Sheepridge, 

Deighton and Brackenhall.  What was the largest of the estates, Brackenhall, 

benefitted from a regeneration scheme which was completed approximately 

ten years ago, with a number of private developments including Housing 

Association  homes. 

 

In addition, there is one nursing home - Astley Grange, two residential care 

homes for the elderly – Sun Woodhouse and Abbey Place and one residential 

care home for adults with learning difficulties – Oxley Woodhouse. 

 

The children’s hospice, Yorkshire Forget Me Not Trust, was built in 2012 

and we have been supporting it through church giving from its inception 

which we hope to continue in the future. 

 

Christ Church Woodhouse is within a parish described as being in a most 

deprived area in the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015, falling just on the 

edge of the top 10%. 

 

The Multi Agency Chestnut Centre stands on a site adjacent to the church and 

has proved to be a much needed asset in the parish.  It is also used on a 

weekly basis by the Aspire group which is funded by the church and managed 

by Futurekraft to provide social activities for older/isolated members of the 

community.    This has proved to be a good link which we could expand 

upon.  We hope that the presence of Aspire at the Centre will encourage 

relations between the parish and the church. The new incumbent may find 

ways to develop further links. We believe that the next phase of the 

restoration programme will eventually include an internal re-ordering to 

make it user friendly for community use.  

 

Although there is much unemployment in the parish there is some local 

employment.  There are a number of businesses in the parish including Asda 

Supermarket, Ashbrow Garage, Thornton’s Fencing, Seat Huddersfield 

Motor Sales and also a number of other smaller businesses. 

 

The church lies in a dominant position nestling in a wooded area at the top of 

Woodhouse Hill.  The lower churchyard was levelled and grassed over 

many years ago and is maintained by Kirklees Council.  The upper 

churchyard has now been closed to new burials and is also now maintained 

by Kirklees Council.   It also meets the required standard for disabled 

facilities having had a toilet installed, a new sound system and loop system 

for the deaf.  There is a kitchen facility at the back of the church and 

although the facilities in the church are limited the congregation makes full 

use of those which are available eg coffee after the family Eucharist.  

Lunches and social events are also enjoyed in church on occasions, although 

on a small scale. 



 

 

 

                 
   

 

 
 

 

 
The interior of the church is much admired and has a traditional ambiance. 



 

 

 

The small meeting room, which was once the choir vestry but has since been 

refurbished, is hired out to The Thursday Club on second and fourth 

Thursdays on an ad hoc basis, and the church and facilities are hired out to the 

Eritrean Community on Sunday afternoons from 2-5pm for services and 

prayer meetings. We are hopeful that the next phase of the restoration 

programme will allow for some re-ordering of the interior to make it user 

friendly for the community.   

 
 

Easter 2019 

 

Services: Family Eucharist with music at 10.45 am.  Choice of hymns from 

Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New.  The Common Worship 

Communion Service is used.  Thursday mid-day prayers are also held in the 

meeting room. Our style of service is  traditional ‘middle of the road” and  

various settings of the communion service are sung.   

 

Special services are held on Mothering Sunday and Remembrance Sunday.    

The average attendance during 2018 was thirty one. 

 

The church is fortunate enough to have a team of lay people who administer 

the chalice, read the lessons, prepare and lead the intercessions.  We also 

have a team of Greeters. 

 

The PCC has signed a statement supporting the ethos of an inclusive church. 

 

We work closely with Christ Church Academy, our church school, in two 

ways.  Firstly community afternoons are held in the school once a term and 

church members and parents/carers are invited to socialise over refreshments 

before joining the children for worship and secondly the children have in the 

past come into church on special occasions to lead the worship.  We would 

very much like this to continue and grow.  

 

 



 

 

OUR CHURCH SCHOOL:  

  contribution by Lisa Walton-Thorpe, Head Teacher 

 

At the present time there are 195 pupils on roll at Christ Church CE 

Academy. 

 

This is a school in challenging circumstances and sits in the highest 

percentile for deprivation, free school meals, minority ethnic groups, pupils 

with English as an additional language and special educational needs.  Our 

pupil population reflects the cultural and radical diversity of this 

community. 

 

Our pupils have very limited life experiences; incidents of gang related 

crime, domestic violence, drug and alcohol abuse, involvement with social 

care services and criminal convictions amongst our families are high.   

 

Despite the challenges faced by some of our young people, Christ Church 

CE Academy continues to be a very special and happy place to be; a safe 

haven within which our children thrive.  Our pupils are well behaved, 

courteous and considerate. Senior leaders and governors demand a high 

level of commitment from those working with our children in nurturing 

their emotional, social and personal development, particularly through our 

work as a ‘Thrive’ school and the specialist provision we provide for our 

more vulnerable children. 

 

The school enjoys the support of Christ Church Woodhouse in its mission to 

serve the community within the context of Christian care.  Over the last 5 

years, the Head Teacher has worked closely with our vicar and our Church 

community to strengthen the links between the school and Church.  The 

school and Church community now come together in prayer and song six 

times a year through Christ Church Community Afternoons (led by our vicar) 

and Church Sundays at Christ Church Woodhouse (led by our children). 

 

 
Some of the children out and about on a school project 



 

 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM SOME OF THE YOUNG CHILDREN IN 

OUR PARISH 

 

 

WE WOULD LIKE OUR NEW PRIEST TO BE : 

 

Very helpful and nice 

Have kind words 

Not to run in church 

Help people 

Share 

To pray for the poor – “I’d like to be rich so I can give to the poor” 

(Christ Church Academy pupil) 

Kind 

Family friend 

Helpful and caring 

 

 

 
 

 

Charlotte and Ellen with their contribution to the request.  As you will 

see from the photograph, they have both drawn a picture of a lady 

(interesting!!!) 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Avis and Neita, two of our team of Greeters ready to welcome you 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Yvonne – PCC Secretary,  Rene and Brenda – Churchwardens 

and Joe – Treasurer 

 

 



 

 

 

The Thursday Club ladies enjoying a craft session and a talk about 

Yorkshire Air Ambulance Service 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Afternoon tea in church and lunch at the vicarage 

 



 

 

 

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 

1. An ongoing effort to build up the congregation both in faith and 

numbers.  We welcome everyone.  

2. Help organise social events which will combine fundraising with 

fellowship. 

3. Seek closer links with the other churches in the parish. We need to 

encourage more young people and families, to make our multi-racial 

congregation grow and especially to reach out to the many deprived 

families in the area to whom we could give some sense of hope and 

commitment. 

4. We would hope to encourage more members of our congregation to 

take on specific roles eg Parish Giving Officer, which would prove 

useful to our Treasurer.  

5. We make full use of the limited facilities in our church and hope this 

will develop with the completion of the next phase of the restoration 

programme. 

6. If we can build up the congregation we would be delighted if we could 

once again have a choir. 

7. The first phase of the proposed restoration programme has now been 

completed and the second phase is at the planning stage.  The second 

phase is about the structural restoration of the east end of the church 

and some internal re-ordering to make it user friendly for community 

use.    

8. We have a very good relationship with Oxley Woodhouse (care home 

for adults with learning difficulties) and traditionally host an annual 

Carol Service for the residents of this and approximately sixteen 

outlying homes.  We also have strong links with Sun Woodhouse 

(care home for the elderly), with two of our parishioners being 

residents.  In the past we have visited on a regular basis for short 

services and we would like this to resume.  We would like to develop 

similar links with other care homes in the area. 

 
Elaine (formerly a member of Christ Church Choir) and Nora (a 

member of the former Mothers’ Union) 



 

 

OUR NEW PRIEST 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST AND CHRIST CHURCH 

 
The qualities and skills we would like to see in our new priest 

 

Help our congregations to grow in numbers, in faith and in our spiritual life. 

 

Engage with the local schools and to seek opportunities for working with 

children and families. 

 

Be a visible presence in the local communities of Birkby and Woodhouse. 

 

Envision us as we seek to further repair and re-order our church buildings for 

increased community use. 

 

He/she should be someone who is outgoing with a positive attitude and a 

strong personal faith, committed to helping us to grow a new generation in 

our churches. 

- 
 

Letter of Paul to the Philippians Chapter 4 V6 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


