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1. Introduction 

 

Thank you for your interest in this post of Priest-in-Charge of the Craven Arms benefice.  We ask 

you to join with us in praying for God’s hand on this appointment process. 

There is no finer place to live than south Shropshire, and no more fulfilling place to be engaged in 

God’s mission.  As you will see, there is much afoot here.  An exciting opportunity for working with 

our Methodist brothers and sisters has arisen, and the new Priest-in-Charge will be charged with 

leading the Anglican churches’ collaboration in making Christ known to a largely unchurched 

community.   

A much overdue pastoral reorganisation is also under way, but this should in no way complicate 

the task of accompanying these parishes, and the wider Christian body, in this new phase of their 

shared walk with God.  We are seeking an experienced parish priest who is excited about working 

with a mixed group of lay and ordained, of Anglican, Methodist and independent traditions, in a 

surprisingly diverse part of the world.   

If you think you may be hearing God’s call in our direction, I would love to hear from you for an 

informal conversation.   

With every blessing 

+ Alistair 

Bishop and Archdeacon of Ludlow  
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2. The context 

 

The community 

This is a predominantly rural area, set amid the delightful rolling hills of south Shropshire, 

including numerous small hamlets and the larger township of Craven Arms with its good local 

facilities, including a railway station.  The market towns of Ludlow, Church Stretton and Shrewsbury 

are all within easy reach along the A49, the county’s main transport artery.   

Craven Arms itself is one of south Shropshire’s larger settlements, exhibiting an almost unique 

status within the Diocese of Hereford because of its rich socio-economic and cultural mix. 

The group of parishes houses a population of just under 3,500.  Employment features a mix of light 

industry, agricultural supplies and machinery, some service industry, a Halal abattoir and some 

office and professional services.  The work generated by agriculture and the businesses supporting 

agriculture generate a substantial proportion of the overall income.  

Across the parishes there is a 

fairly even distribution of age 

ranges and the group 

contains two schools both of 

which welcome church links. 

Craven Arms school is a 

County Primary and in 

Wistanstow is a Church of 

England Primary. The 

community has its own 

locally run supermarket 

(Tuffins), a mainline railway 

station, doctor’s surgery, 

veterinary practice and a range of other shops and food outlets.  There is a popular and busy 

Community Centre with sports facilities and the Shropshire Hills cultural centre.  Unemployment is 

low and there is a wide range of incomes.  

Craven Arms is home to the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, initially a council-run tourist 

attraction.  Since 2014 it has been operated by the Grow Cook Learn charitable foundation, and has 

continues to exercise a significant role as a community hub and visitor destination.   

The Halal abattoir is operated by a significant Muslim community, which has its own mosque and 

Imam.  A Mennonite community and shop have also become established in Craven Arms in recent 

years.   Consequently, distinct elements of this town are marked by different groups each with 

distinct dress codes.  

For more detailed census & deprivation information please refer to the Church of England 

Research and Statistics web-page:  https://www.churchofengland.org/researchandstats 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/researchandstats
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The parish grouping 

The Craven Arms Group of Parishes consists at present of four parishes – St Margaret’s, Acton 

Scott; St Thomas, Halford; St John the Baptist, Stokesay; and Holy Trinity, Wistanstow: four parishes 

and three distinct benefices.  However this plurality is 

currently suspended and pastoral reorganisation is 

being pursued to create a single benefice comprising 

three parishes.  St Thomas Halford have recognised 

that they can no longer sustain being a separate PCC, 

and the intention is to form a single parish with 

Stokesay. 

As well as the parish church of St John, Stokesay 

parish also owns the Pilgrim Centre, a compact and 

flexible modern venue for worship and various meetings in the centre of Craven Arms.  It is widely 

used on Sundays and during the week.   

There is an enthusiastic and active pool of retired clergy.  For many years the group was also 

served by a Local Ministry Development Group (LMDG), made up of the incumbent and a group of 

lay people, and formed under the aegis of the diocesan Local Ministry scheme.  While the LMDG as 

such had gone into abeyance more recently, members continue to be active in ministry in various 

ways, and there would be support for re-launching the Local Ministry project once a new 

incumbent is in place.   

Anglicans currently run Messy Church in Craven Arms Methodist Hall, and also Open the Book in 

Stokesay and Wistanstow schools.   

The four parishes cover an area of around 19 square miles, much of it located in an Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) within the Shropshire Hills. 

Typical current service rota: 

 Pilgrim Centre Stokesay Halford Acton Scott Wistanstow 

1st Sunday 8.00 Holy 

Communion 

10.00 Holy 

Communion 

6.30 Evensong 11.00 Morning 

Prayer 

8.00 Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

2nd Sunday 8.00 Holy 

Communion 

10.00 Holy 

Communion 

 

Varies 

seasonally 

11.00 Holy 

Communion 

3rd Sunday 8.00 Holy 

Communion 

 9.30 Holy 

Communion 

11.00 Holy 

Communion 

4th Sunday 8.00 Holy 

Communion 

10.00 Holy 

Communion 

 6.00 Evensong 
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Ecumenical partnership 

As well as the Anglican churches, Christian presence in 

the community is provided by Craven Arms Methodist 

Church and St Andrew’s Community Church.  There is 

an excellent tradition of good relations and shared 

working across the denominations.   

These relations have recently issued in the appointment 

of two Intergenerational Lay Workers (ILWs), one 

Anglican, one Methodist, in the area.  The Anglican ILW 

is based in Craven Arms.  The purpose of the roles is 

explicit: ‘to work alongside the existing Methodist and 

Anglican congregations in a joint initiative to identify, 

plan and lead new opportunities for new people to 

meet with Jesus’.  This will involve the development of 

opportunities for worship and discipleship among the 

presently unchurched.   

The Diocese and parishes are enthusiastically 

supportive of this initiative, and committed to contributing to its success as an expression of 

ecumenical Christian mission in the Craven Arms area.  The person appointed as Priest-in-Charge 

will be expected to build a supportive relationships with the Craven Arms ILW.     

 

 

The Diocese of Hereford 

The Craven Arms group of parishes is part of the Condover Deanery in the Archdeaconry of 

Ludlow, within the Diocese of Hereford.  Hereford is the most rural diocese in the Church of 

England and covers the whole county of Herefordshire, Southern Shropshire, and a few parishes in 

Worcestershire, Powys and Monmouthshire.   

Under Bishop Richard Frith we have been 

guided in our shared mission across the 

diocese by the following three priorities: 

1. Numerical and spiritual growth 

2. Working together for the common 

good 

3. Re-imagining ministry in order to 

better fulfil these first two priorities 
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The deanery of Condover 

Condover Deanery, in the shape of a bell hanging from the southern edge of Shrewsbury, has 38 

churches.  Although covering a fairly large area, the population amounts to only 18,000 people, of 

whom 12% are on the electoral rolls.   

As with a bell, the weight is on the outside of its shape, along the main roads: A49 Shrewsbury to 

Craven Arms, and A458 Shrewsbury to Much Wenlock. The middle of the deanery is more sparsely 

populated.   

The deanery is in good heart: the collegiality of the clergy and Readers continues to develop and 

they continue to look at ways in which they can support each other in various forms of mission and 

ministry.  In fact the benefices are working towards establishing a Group Ministry area, which will 

foster the wide sharing of ministry.     

Five and a half incumbent-level stipendiary clergy benefice posts serve the seven groups of 

parishes.  In addition, there are presently five Self-Supporting Ministers, several formal and 

informal lay ministry teams and six Readers.  There are also more than a dozen active retired 

clergy, several of whom are committed to regular service in the Craven Arms group.       

Latterly, the chapter of licensed clergy has been meeting monthly (except in August), including two 

lunch-time meetings (cafe in Lent, pub in summer) and a quiet day.  Twice a year the meeting has 

been thrown open to Readers and retired clergy.  Appropriately for a rural deanery, a broad sweep 

of churchmanship is represented.  The deanery has benefited from the ministry of women, as 

Readers, deacons and priests.  

 

The Craven Arms Group is set in the midst of the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  
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3. The post 

 

The Bishop wishes to appoint a Priest-in-Charge on a half-stipend basis.  This reflects the strong 

collegial support available from retired clergy, the exciting plans for ecumenical collaboration in 

mission with our Methodist colleagues as well as the presently limited financial means of the PCCs.   

The person appointed will act as a ‘ring-master’, providing leadership chiefly by overseeing the 

ministry of lay and ordained, enabling and releasing the gifts of others and delegating 

responsibilities wherever possible.  The parishes look forward to welcoming a person who, 

additionally, will bring their own unique gifts, and would wish to offer opportunities for these to be 

fully expressed.  In this way the post should prove fulfilling and stimulating for someone who 

relishes ministry in a richly collaborative environment.   

The Rectory is a modern 

detached house, on the Clun 

Road, near Craven Arms town 

centre.  It is centrally heated 

and double glazed.  The study 

is off the front entrance hall, 

divided by a door from the 

main living accommodation 

and comprises a large lounge 

with open fire, dining room, 

large kitchen and cloakroom 

downstairs and an open plan staircase leading to upstairs landing, four bedrooms and bathroom 

with shower. 

There is ample parking at the front of the house with a single attached garage.  Trees and a stream 

border the rear garden. 

The parishes currently fund 3 hours per week administrative support.  This has been used primarily 

to assist with the production of the weekly news-sheet The Herald.  The churchwardens assist with 

general administration. 

  



 

    

    

 9 Revision:  31-Oct-19 
 

4. The vision 

 

As has already been mentioned, Craven Arms is blessed with strong ecumenical links, not least as 

expressed through the creation of the role of Intergenerational Lay Worker (ILW).  This post is 

funded by the diocese, which is therefore responsible for line management arrangements, 

provided by the diocese’s Lead Intergenerational Missioner.  However there is a real sense in which 

this is an ecumenical venture such that, however informally, ownership is shared between 

Methodist and Anglican churches.   

Accordingly, a key aspect of the role of the Priest-in-Charge will be to work collaboratively and 

closely with the ILW, supporting her in her role and ensuring that what they do is sensitively 

integrated with other Christian outreach activities in the area.   

This is of a piece with the larger vision for this post, which is to develop a strongly collaborative 

pattern of ministry which will prove viable and fruitful over the long term.  Of necessity, this 

pattern must involve retired clergy, active lay people and ecumenical colleagues.  The cultivation of 

good working relationships is therefore essential.   
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5. The parishes 

 

Acton Scott 

Acton Scott is a rural parish set in an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty with roughly 100 parishioners.  Many of 

these are involved in farming.  Many have lived in or near 

the parish for generations. 

The church building is ancient, Grade 2 listed and there 

has been a church here since at least 1291. It is mainly in 

good repair, but some work will be needed in the near 

future on the church roof and transept.  Some grant 

monies towards this work have already been secured.   

There are three bells and these are rung for festivals etc.  Although it can be cold in winter, the 

church has a good atmosphere and is kept clean and welcoming, with arrangements of flowers in 

season all year.  The weekly worship pattern is curtailed during the winter months.   

The Church is visited by many wanting to visit graves of ancestors, and by walkers and tourists, 

who donate towards our income.  We have a policy of keeping the door always open and many 

visitors comment appreciatively of this in our Visitors’ Book. 

Our much admired churchyard is managed in a traditional way (as in the scheme run by the charity 

Caring for God’s Acre) to promote the growth of wild flowers.  There is a willing rota of people who 

cut the grass verges regularly, clean the church, provide and arrange flowers.  

The average congregation is ten, with an average age of 60.  However for special services, such as 

Harvest, Operation Christmas Child Shoe box Service, Remembrance, and Mothering Sunday the 

attendance can be twenty to thirty of all ages.  Some services are All Age Worship (often led by lay 

people) and occasionally a visiting Choir enhances our worship.   

There have also been house Lent meetings and occasional 

Organ recitals.  Past years have also seen a Diamond Jubilee 

Hog Roast, Beacon Bonfire and Church Service; also a Parish 

Walk and Bar-B-Q, a popular regular event for all ages. 

The church hosts the annual church Ride & Stride and walk 

for Shropshire Historic Churches Trust. 

 

Stokesay with Halford & Sibdon Carwood 

St John the Baptist church, Stokesay is currently the 

main parish church for Craven Arms and the building, 

located to the south of the town, has a very special 

place in the community. 
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The church is Norman but was badly damaged during the Civil War.  The nave was rebuilt in 1654 

with the roof being restored in 1664.  Thus the church is a rare example of a nearly complete 

Commonwealth and early Restoration Church, retaining many of the features of that period such 

as the beautifully carved pulpit, canopied pews for the gentry and simpler pews for ordinary folk. 

Seventeenth century painted wall texts and the 

minstrels’ gallery, Victorian ‘modernisation’ and 

additional bells all testify to the love and care 

given to this church through the generations.  It 

features in Simon Jenkins’ book England’s 

Thousand Best Churches. 

Stokesay church’s isolation from the community 

started when the fragile homes of the poor 

were relocated away from the castle to Newton, 

the timber-framed corner of Craven Arms now 

bypassed by the A49.  When the railways came, 

the town grew and flourished a mile away from its parish church. 

The parish benefits greatly from the support of the Friends of Stokesay Church, established as a 

separate charitable Trust.  The bells are in good working order and there is an active bell ringing 

group.  The annual Flower Festival is a 

major event in the life of the community.   

With the assistance of English Heritage 

staff from the adjacent castle, the church 

is open daily through most of the year.  

Many visitors to the castle do then find 

their way into the church during the 

week.  Comments in person and in the 

Visitors’ Book testify to the impact of the 

unusual interior enhanced by the sense of 

the building still being a centre of living 

worship.  

Happily some visitors also join the congregation at Sunday services, when they often comment on 

the warmth of welcome.  Sales not only of Guide Books and postcards but also of prayer cards and 

simple booklets are significant, reflecting the estimated 20,000 or more people who visit the 

church annually. 

As mentioned above, the parish of Halford with Sibdon Carwood is in the process of amalgamation 

with that of Stokesay.   St Thomas’ church, Halford is situated just to the east of Craven Arms, off 

the B4368 Craven Arms - Bridgnorth road.  

St Michael’s Sibdon Carwood became a proprietary chapel in 2006.  It is in the charge of a 

charitable trust and is licensed to hold four services per year, in addition to christening and funeral 

services.   
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Wistanstow 

Wistanstow is an area of 5,200 acres with a 

population of about 800 situated to the north of 

Craven Arms. The parish which is divided by the 

A49 comprises the village of Wistanstow and a 

number of small hamlets (Leamore, Bushmoor, 

Strefford, Cheney Longville, Affcot, Horderley, 

Cwm Head, part of Marshbrook, Woolston).  The 

church has Saxon origins and before the 

Norman Conquest it was one of the ancient 

possessions of St. Alkmund’s Church, Shrewsbury. 

The present church dates from the latter part of the 12th Century and is cruciform in shape.  In the 

14th Century the tower was added to, and the roof of the nave with its carved bosses and 

quatrefoils belongs to the same period. The church was restored considerably and a new porch 

built in the late 1870s.  

Fund raising is a vital source of income but the events 

organised also provide popular social occasions.  In recent 

times these have included a soup and pudding lunch monthly 

during the winter, an annual harvest supper following the 

Harvest Festival service and a Carol Concert at the Village Hall. 

Wistanstow School is a C of E voluntary controlled school. It 

is a beautiful old stone building which has undergone 

considerable modification and improvement over the past few years.   The School House has 

undergone refurbishment and is now incorporated into the school.   

There are 52 pupils on roll and there are three classrooms.  In 2008 Wistanstow under-5s joined 

the school in a purpose built building.  End-of-term and Harvest services are held in church, and a 

team from the parishes runs Open the Book in the school.  The Understanding Christianity resource 

is also being used.   

The school has a strong PTA and supportive 

governors who, with staff and parents, provide 

a caring learning environment.  Plans are 

afoot to federate the school with others at 

Church Preen and Brockton.   

It is hoped that the new incumbent will 

continue to be actively involved with the 

school to include working with the Board of 

Governors as a Foundation Governor and 

visiting the school to lead assemblies.  
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6. The person 

 

Person Specification Essential Desirable 

A lively and infectious faith in Jesus Christ with a story to tell of their 

own faith journey 

x  

Support for intergenerational mission x  

An appreciation of the riches of the inherited traditions of rural 

Anglicanism alongside an understanding of the urgency and 

demands of growing new expressions of Church 

x  

Substantial incumbent-level experience of ordained ministry in the 

Church of England 

x  

Experience of exercising ministry in a rural, multi-parish context   x 

A pastoral heart to serve and nurture the existing churches x  

An appreciation of the pastoral nature of rural Anglicanism and of 

the importance of a ministry of presence, within the constraints of 

the post 

x  

The ability to lead collaboratively through listening, discerning, 

inspiring, encouraging, motivating, and empowering individuals and 

groups  

x  

A sympathy for other Christians traditions and a commitment to 

respectful, engaged ecumenical working 

x  

A commitment to the diocesan strategic priorities x  

A commitment to their own personal, spiritual and professional 

vocation and development - and an ability to grow that in others 

x  

Well-developed communication skills, including e-mail x  

A full driving licence and access to a vehicle x  
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7. The next step? 

 

An application form can be had by following the Craven Arms link from: 

https://www.hereford.anglican.org/vacancies/ 

If you wish an informal conversation with Bishop Alistair, please contact: 

Rt Revd Alistair Magowan 

Bishop’s House 

Corvedale Road 

Craven Arms  

Shropshire   SY7 9BT 

01588 673571 

office@bishopofludlow.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.hereford.anglican.org/vacancies/
mailto:office@bishopofludlow.co.uk

