
COUNTRY ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

COUNTRY: Belgium DATE: 18/10/2019

EU Citizen Non-EU Citizen

1

Is a visa required?

No

If you're a non-EU resident staying in 

Belgium longer than 90 days, you must have 

a visa stamped in your passport 

before you enter the country. 

2
Is a separate visa required for a spouse?

No
Yes. 

https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/belgium-

3

To what organisation should an application be 

made?

To obtain a visa you should apply in person to 

your local consulate or embassy long before 

leaving home.

To obtain a visa you should apply in person to 

your local consulate or embassy long before 

leaving home.

4

What period of time should be allowed for the 

application process?

The processing time for 

a Belgian Schengen visa may take up to 15 

days, in a normal situation. In some cases, this 

period may be extended as following: up to 30 

days due to the high number of 

applications the embassy of Belgium 

is receiving or the sensitivity of your case

5
Does the process need to be completed before 

arrival?
Yes Yes

1

Is a residency permit required?                                          Yes. For example see Brisitsh Government 

website: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-

belgium?utm_campaign=UK%20Nationals_BE

_BMM&utm_medium=ppc&utm_source=googl

e&utm_content=eu_exit&utm_term=living-in-

belgium#residency

Yes

2
Is a separate residency permit required for a 

spouse?
Yes Yes
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3

To what organisation should an application be 

made? Brussels consists of 19 communal 

regions, with each their own local authorities 

or town hall, called “commune”. To know 

where the administrative services of your 

communal region are located, visit 

http://www.brussel.irisnet.be

Local gemeente/commune in which they plan to 

live. 

Immigration regulations stipulate that 

registration at the commune is required within a

period of 3 months after arrival. Residence 

permits are valid for 5 years.

Local gemeente/commune in which they plan to 

live.                                                          Non-

EEA citizens should register as soon as possible 

after long term accommodation has

been found and after signing a rental agreement. 

(EEA-European Economic Area)

4
What period of time should be allowed for the 

application process?
Up to 4-5 months depending on the 

commune/gemeente

5
Does the process need to be completed before 

arrival?
No No

1 Is a work permit required? No Yes

2
Is a separate work permit required for a spouse 

if he/she intends to seek work?
No Yes

3

To what organisation should an application be 

made?

https://www.expatica.com/be/employment/empl

oyment-law/belgian-work-permits-a-guide-to-

belgiums-work-permits-422637/

https://www.expatica.com/be/employment/empl

oyment-law/belgian-work-permits-a-guide-to-

belgiums-work-permits-422637/

4
What period of time should be allowed for the 

application process?
see website above see website above

5

Does the process need to be completed before 

arrival?

Yes. If it is your first employment in Belgium, 

you must also supply a medical certificate less 

than three months old.

Yes.  If it is your first employment in Belgium, 

you must also supply a medical certificate less 

than three months old.
Important Note

The responsibility for applications for any or all of these items must be borne by the chaplain designate in conjunction with the Chaplaincy Council

Very important to note that at present we are unsure of all the requirements for UK nationals post 

Brexit. It is important to consult the British Government website which is extremely helpful. We 

have access to a British Embassy email helpline to answer specific questions 

https://www.gov.uk/brexit

Work Permit(s)


