
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S EAST ARDSLEY 

PARISH BROCHURE 2019 



A Message from The Bishop 
September 2019 

 

We are looking to appoint an interim priest for three years, in the first instance, to work with the PCC 
and congregation of St. Michael’s to develop lay ministry and mission in the church and across the par-
ish.  St. Michael’s has capacity to grow and develop and there is scope for a local lay leadership team. 

  In time, I expect a part-time priest to be appointed who will work with this lay leadership team and  
provide priestly oversight.  

The intention is to make an appointment of a full-time interim priest who, it is envisaged, will live in the 

current benefice property adjacent to St. Michael’s 

Bishop Paul 

We as a church are ready to welcome a priest 

who can help us build a Lay and Clergy led     

Worship in accordance with the Diocese strategy 

for 2019-2024. We have an ambitious group of 

people within our congregation who are ready to 

be led and guided in flourish-

ing their talents. This in turn 

will help us to selflessly lead 

worship with our congregation 

in a future United      Benefice. 

Purposeful Resourcing—We are ambitious in 

learning how to lead church,  to deliver the     

message of Jesus Christ. We desire to expand our 

stewardship abilities, allowing individuals to    

become specialists in roles and sectors. Within   

the Diocese we feel we can  

offer ministry beyond                                 

our Parish in a future United                                      

Benefice. We have a clear mis-

sion for growth and feel this 

can be achieved  with prayer. 

A Message from St Michael’s 
 

 

We have good relationships with other churches and our 

local primary school, but have a desire to make these   

partnerships even better, to spread our mission further, 

wider and deeper, with a view to leading our church into 

growth. To do this we need a priest with experience to 

help us achieve our potential and desire. 



The Parish 
September 2019 

 

St Michael’s East Ardsley is a parish of approximately 2950 House-

holds and population of 6,600. It sits to the south of Leeds and north 

west of Wakefield and is  in the middle of the commuter belt. It has 

excellent motorways networks with the M1 and M62 bordering the 

parish. Bus routes provide access to  Leeds, Wakefield and Bradford 

directly. Principal railway stations can be found in Wakefield and 

Leeds, with intermediate stations also at Outwood and Morley. 

Within the parish St. 

Michael’s and St. Gabriel's 

are the only 2 churches. 

Churches of other         

denominations have all 

closed down. There is a 

range of village shops, 

hairdressers, 2 public 

houses, Dentist, Doctors 

and a few larger          

businesses including 

“Kenyon's” and “Country 

Baskets” 

East Ardsley Primary Academy is the only 

school within the parish, a mainstream 

school taking children from 3 to 11 years. 

It is a 60 pupil entry per year school, with 

438 children on the register. It was rated 

by OFSTED in March 2019 as being 

“Good”. There are many opportunities 

for improved links with the school. The 

previous vicar has taken     

assemblies  at the school. 



The Buildings and Fabric (1) 
September 2019 

 

The present church dates from 1881, although a place of worship has been on this site since 

around 1160. The church is grade II listed, and stands in a large attractive, well maintained 

churchyard, which is split into 2 sections. The “old” section to the south and surrounding the 

church building has graves dating from the 17th Century 

The church itself is in excellent condition, including decoration.  In 2011 a substantial amount of 

money from a local benefactor allowed us to complete a major project including the provision of 

a toilet inside the main body of the church, a kitchen area, screened off creche, as well as moving 

the altars forward to allow the priest to face the congregation whilst preparing the Eucharist.   

During the works, full decoration was undertaken throughout, resulting in an impressive interior. 



The Buildings and Fabric (2) 
September 2019 

 

St Gabriel’s Church is the daughter Church to 

St Michael’s. St Gabriel’s is leased by Leeds 

City Council and the main body of the church 

is used for Youth group meetings etc. A small 

Chapel area remains and is used for commun-

ion services on the first Sunday of the month 

in the afternoon, along with other services, 

meetings and gatherings throughout the 

year.  

St Michael’s Church Hall is a large multi functional 

building situated 200m from the church building.  

It is used by both church groups and external 

bookings. These external bookings include  parties, 

funeral teas, fitness groups, art groups,  children’s 

groups and flower club. The hall benefits from 

having a large industrially equipped catering  

kitchen,  full central heating, male and female toi-

lets, large electric retractable screen and staging. 

The hall has a capacity of 100 persons. 

The vicarage is a good sized 4 bedroom detached 

property, approx. 100m from the church. It com-

prises large lounge with French windows, dining 

room, refurbished kitchen,   utility room, good 

sized study and toilet on the ground floor, whilst 

on the first floor, 4 bedrooms, refurbished house 

bathroom, toilet and computer room. The       

garden is approx. 1/2 acre in size and envelopes 

the property. The garden is predominantly 

lawned, surrounded by mature trees, and       

benefits from a rear patio, accessed from the 

French doors. An external garage can be          

accessed via the utility room, and there is ample 

parking for several cars on the front drive. 



St Michael’s Community 
September 2019 

 

Here at St Michael’s we have a wide range of groups. These include children and youth groups as 

well as many adult groups. Let’s firstly concentrate on the children’s groups. 

Smarties Group—Babies to toddlers, ages 0 to 3 

This group meets  on Wednesday mornings and is led by congregation members. This is a very    

popular group with  demand exceeding spaces. The wide range of activities include 'run around 

time', story time, craft activities and 'circle time' with music and songs. Parents / carers attending 

can socialise over coffee etc, and this has proven to be a great link between Church and the        

community, with some parents joining the church activities as a result. Once at the age of 3, the 

children in Smarties are encouraged to join our Sunday School. Pictures on Page 7. 

Sunday School—From age 3 upwards 

A well supported group, meeting weekly on a 

Sunday morning to include Worship, hymns 

and prayers then a lectionary based story    

before splitting into age based groups for 

learning time. There is an annual trip, during 

which the older children (currently up to age 

15) help look after the younger children. Each 

year a pantomime is produced with all the 

children taking parts. The group has an annual 

prizegiving service in church, and the group 

also lead the Good Friday morning service, 

Christingle and Nativity services as well as 

Mothering Sunday and Harvest in Church. 

Seekers—From school year 6 upwards 

A group for the older children, meeting fort-

nightly on a Sunday evening. Sessions include 

theme based bible teachings, life skills, fun 

and games, along with days out and an annual 

weekend away. Numbers attending this group 

are currently low at 14, but they have been 

over 30 at times. The group leads at least one 

service in church per year, and helps where 

possible with other activities and community 

events.  



St Michael’s Community 
September 2019 

 

At St Michael’s we have adult groups and courses to cater for all tastes and stages of discipleship as 

well as “simply  social” groups.  Here are the details of such groups. 

Fellowship Lunch Group 

(pictured left) A regular lunch 

group meeting on a Monday to  

enjoy lunch and  fellowship in the 

church hall. 

Choir—St Michael’s has a fully robed choir which 

sings during the Eucharist services, funerals and 

weddings. They rehearse on a Thursday evening in 

preparation for the forthcoming Sunday. As well as 

the choir we also have an organist to play  our beau-

tiful, fully maintained Harrison and Harrison organ 

Girls Night Out (pictured right) —An ecumenical social 

group for ladies both within the church and the           

community. Meeting monthly and having a varied        

programme including speakers, craft nights, games      

evenings, visits and an annual Christmas meal.  

Men’s Group, a group for 

men in church or the    

community to gather once 

a month, usually in the 

Conservative Club and chat 

away the latest news. 

Bible Study Group—an              

ecumenical house group meeting 

for those keen to  broaden their 

knowledge of scripture in an easy 

and informal setting. This group 

meets on a Tuesday evening. 

Members of St Michael’s 

have been involved in     

running the ecumenical CAP 

money course on several 

occasions in recent years. 

Prayer and Praise group, 

meeting weekly on a        

Thursday. An ecumenical 

group of people keen to learn 

new songs, study and pray. 

St Michael’s is an animal loving church, and each year we hold 

an annual pet service outside on the green (pictured right). 

The service is usually attended by  approx. 40 humans and a 

wide ranging number of animals. These have included dogs, 

cats, horses and several other pets across the years. Included 

are the 2 guide dogs, faithful companions to 2 blind members 

of our congregation.  

Flower Club, 

NAFAS            

registered with 

100 members. 

Festival pictures 

on page 7 



Life at St Michael’s 
September 2019 

 

Our final brochure page is a montage of photo’s showing events, activities and life at St Michael’s 

Church here in East Ardsley.  

Confirmation at St Michael’s 

Crafts at Smarties group 

Johnny Victory Concert 

Above and below, 2018 

flower festival 

2019 Summer Fayre 2018 Nativity Crib 

Smarties Display Board 

Bell 

Ringers 

St Michael’s East Ardsley would like you to join us to develop 

our ministry and mission amongst all you have seen in this 

brochure.  We look forward to meeting you soon!! 


