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THE POST 
 
The Parish of St Peter’s Halliwell, Bolton is seeking to appoint a full time Pioneer / Associate Minister (male or 
female), which is a joint post between St Peter’s and Bolton Deanery. The person appointed will work as an Associate 
Minister at St Peter’s, as well as a Pioneer Minister establishing a church plant in the Bolton Town Centre 
aimed at students and young adults.  This post is a replacement for Vinny Whitworth, our previous Associate 
Minister, who was also Area Dean of Bolton.  
 
The Pioneer / Associate Minister will have a senior role within the staff team, and will work alongside the Vicar in 
implementing the vision of the parish. They will support lay leadership across the parish, teaching and preaching, 
providing pastoral care, as well as taking a lead to equip the church in mission.  
 
We are looking to appoint someone with gifts in leadership, teaching and evangelism and church planting to join the 
team. The role requires someone who is able to demonstrate competence in biblical based preaching and teaching 
and have an understanding of contemporary cultures. The person appointed will be a team player, able to demonstrate 
leadership ability and the skills of facilitating others.  

 
The Person Specification and Role Description give more detailed information about the role. Specific areas of 
responsibilities will be determined by considering the gifts and experience brought by the person and areas identified 
as needing development in the life of the parish. 
 
The Parish can offer the person appointed the opportunity to be part of a lively and growing church supported by a 
significant number of committed lay leaders and volunteers. 

 

 

THE PARISH 
The Parish of St. Peter Halliwell is situated on the North West edge of the Metropolitan Borough of Bolton. The 
parish has an official population of 9700, with a wide cross section of age, gender, ethnicity and social groups. The 
parish lacks a central focal point and comprises of a number of distinctive residential areas. There are three primary 
schools and Smithills High School located in the parish.  
 
St  Peter’s  Halliwell  is  a  lively  growing  parish,  renewed  evangelical  in  tradition  consisting  of  four congregations 
with a strong emphasis on biblically relevant preaching, contemporary worship, whole life discipleship, world-wide 
mission and every member ministry based in the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit. The congregation consists of a 
wide cross-section of society, with people of all ages and varied walks of life.  The Parish has 5 licensed places of 
worship (St Peter’s, the Parish Centre and three sister churches), which serve specific congregations and 
communities.   
 
Each church is overseen by its own leadership team, has its own distinctive style and ministry, and use a variety of 
buildings. There is one PCC covering the whole parish. 
 
The Parish comprises of the following worship centres: 
 
St. Peter’s Church (Grade II Listed Parish Church built in 1840) is situated in a residential area; housing is reasonable 
priced, mainly terraced and semi-detached with some detached. The church was extended to include a kitchen, lounge 
area and toilets in the 1980s. The pews have been removed providing flexibility in the way the building is used. 
 
Hope Centre (home of St Andrew’s) serves the Johnson Fold Estate. This consists of largely of social housing (comparable 
to a UPA) with high unemployment and associated needs and problems. The centre has been completely refurbished 
in the last 12 years, to better serve the needs of the surrounding community. The Church has always offered warm 
fellowship and engaged with the needs of people living on the estate. 
  
Barrow Bridge Mission is situated in an important conservation area on the edge of Bolton.  The attractive community 



   

is a former model community mill village and comprises former mill owner and worker cottages. 
 
Smithills Fellowship meets in St. Peter’s Smithills Dean CE Primary School and Smithills Hall Chapel.  The school and 
chapel are based in a residential area with a lot of post 1950s housing, both semi-detached and detached. The Chapel 
forms part of Smithills Hall and is leased from the council. 
 
The Parish Centre, on Church Road, is used by all ages and a variety of groups and activities from across the parish. The 
building was refurbished around 14 years ago ensuring we have modern and up to date meeting facilities which are 
used every day of the week. 
 
St. Peter’s Smithills Dean CE Primary School – is a one form entry Primary School, part of the ‘Forward as One’ Academy 
Trust. It has strong links with the parish and linked to the church. We also have involvement with the other schools in 
the parish ie Church Road and Johnson Fold Community Primary Schools and Smithills High School. A number of parents 
attend our churches with the aim of applying to Church High Schools in the town. 
The Parish comprises of the following worship centres: 
 
 

WORSHIP IN THE PARISH 
 
Lay People are extensively involved in leading services and preaching in all four Churches. Each church has its own lay 
Leadership Team to oversee the day to day life of the church. These teams are accountable to the PCC, and clergy work 
alongside of them. 
 

The ministry of women is fully accepted in all 4 churches; two recent curates have been women. 
 

St Peter’s: 

9.30 am: A friendly and relaxed service, which on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday is All Age and on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
is styled predominately towards adults, with the children meeting at LIGHThouse in the Centre and pre-schoolers 
meeting for Twinklers in the church lounge.  Holy Communion is once a month.  

 
11.15 am in the Parish Centre (when All Age at 9.30) has been under review this year, but planned to restart in the 
autumn with a Cafe church style. 
 
11.00 am: A welcoming service with a more formal liturgical style of worship and relevant living 
Bible teaching. Holy Communion is once a month.  (Common Worship) 
 

6.30 pm: An informal style reflective and challenging parish service exploring contemporary Christian faith within our 
lives today. Holy Communion is the first Sunday of the month (including the laying on of hands and prayer) and young 
people lead worship once a month. 
 

Smithills: 

10 am: A service designed to appeal to all ages held in school, with children’s groups (Time Out) twice a month. Once 
a month an all age service is held in Chapel. Holy Communion is held once a month. 
 

Barrow Bridge Mission: 

10.30 am: A warm welcoming friendly church service, with a balanced style of bible based teaching and 
contemporary/traditional worship, with children's groups on three Sundays and Holy Communion once a month. 
 

St Andrews/Hope Centre: 

10.30 am: An informal and relaxed service including worship, bible teaching, prayer and fellowship, with Holy 
Communion once a month and lunch after the service once a month. 
 

Weekday Services: 

Messy Church is held once a month on Wednesday, 4-5:30pm at Hope Centre, with a particular focus on 
families on Johnson Fold Estate. 
 
 



   

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals: 
All baptisms, weddings and funerals in the parish use Common Worship. 
 

Statistics  
Church Attendance (USA): Adults:    327  Children: 135                                       
Electoral Roll (April 2019): 477  
 
Volunteers working with children and young people:  120 (approx.) 
 
 

THE CURRENT STAFF TEAM 
 
The staff meets for prayer twice a week, has a weekly staff meeting and regular study days and socials together. 
 

Rev Paul Hardingham, Vicar: Paul has been Vicar of St Peter’s since September 2004, having previously been in a town 
centre parish in Ipswich for 12 years.  He is married to Kathryn and they have 3 grown up children.  Paul enjoys music, 
detective fiction and frequent visits to the gym.  Paul has always worked in a team and throughout his ministry in 
Ipswich and Bolton has had responsibility for training curates. Paul oversees the mission and vision of the church and 
works closely with all four leadership teams and the PCC to take this forward. 
 
Rev Oli Preston, Curate: Oli joined St Peter’s in June 2017 and will complete his Curacy next summer. He trained for 
the ministry at Cranmer Hall in Durham and is married with 2 children. As he lives in St Andrew’s House, next to Hope 
Centre, an important part of his ministry is currently focused at St Andrew’s and the Johnson Fold Estate, including 
Messy Church. He also headed up the team which organised Party in the Park in the summer. 
 
Associate Minister: Until February 2019, Rev Vinny Whitworth was Associate Minister and Area Dean of Bolton 
Deanery. In the Deanery Plan this post was not going to be continued, however we are now working on the role of 
Pioneer Minister, which will be advertised in the autumn. The person appointed will work at St Peter’s, but also plant a 
church in the centre of Bolton for students and young adults, as proposed in the Deanery MAP. 
 
Rev Craig Watson, MSE Associate Minister: Craig is married with two children and joined the staff team in 2004.  Craig 
works as Head at Bury Church of England School. He is involved in ministry on a Sunday, as well as leading the 
National and International Ministry at St Peter’s. 
Sarah Saxon, Youth Minister:  Sarah joined the staff as Youth Minister in March 2015, having worked with Zac’s (an 
open youth work project) in Bolton.  Sarah works with the different youth and children groups and their leaders across 
the parish.  She is currently on maternity leave, having given birth to a baby girl in February. 

 
Sam Wolstencroft, CAP Centre Manager (3 days a week): Our CAP Centre has been running for the past 8 years. Sam 
is a member of St Peter’s Church, who has worked as our CAP (Christians Against Poverty) manager since September 
2016, having previously been ore Debt Coach. She works with clients, as well as coordinating our team of support 
workers. 
 

Amanda Blease, Parish Business Manager: Amanda’s responsibility is day to day administration for both the work of 
parish (including St Peter’s Church) and Parish Centre. 
 
Elaine Vincent, Parish Finance and General Administrator (15 hours a week): Elaine supports Amanda in her 
administrative work, as well as Peter Caffrey in the parish finances. 

 
Lewis Banister, Caretaker: Lewis is the cleaner and caretaker for the Parish Church building and Parish Centre.  

 
The parish has two church wardens: Paul Gray and Elian Winstanley 
 
 
 
 



   

MIDWEEK ACTIVITIES 
 

The information below is not an exhaustive list of midweek activities, but gives some idea of the wide range of activities 
taking place. As a parish, we are continually looking at new ways to connect and engage with the congregation and 
the local community, seeking to work towards achieving the vision of the church. 
 
Children’s and Youth Work: 
Children and youth groups operate on a Sunday morning across the parish, as well as a youth group meeting midweek 
for year 7 and above. Youth Discipleship Groups meet fortnightly in various locations across the parish for Year 9 and 
above. There is an active Youth Club which meets in the Hope Centre on a Friday and young people are encouraged to 
work towards Duke of Edinburgh awards.  
 
Small Groups: 
Each church encourages its members to be part of small groups, which are called Connect groups. We aim that 
everyone should be part of a small group so that they can grow and develop, and so discover God and engage with him 
in a friendly environment. They usually meet in local homes in an evening on a weekly or fortnightly basis. 
 
Start and Alpha: 
We run Start groups and the Alpha Course throughout the year as small groups across the parish, as a key part of our 
evangelism strategy, to help people become Christians and grow in faith. 
 
St Peter’s Parish Centre: Keys Coffee Shop, Toddler Group, Stress Busters, Art Group, Open Door (talks on topics and 
learning together for women), The Well (lunch, toddler group, Thursday Group Social) etc. 

 
Barrow Bridge: Prayer Stop, Healing Group and Banner Group. 
 
St Andrews —Mid week activities includes R Place which takes place on a Tuesday, including Parent & Toddler Group, 
Lunch Club and Discussion Group. 
 

Parish Wide Groups: Out and About Group, Men’s & Women’s groups. 
 
Prayer and Pastoral Support: Regular evenings, weekends and weeks of prayer are held throughout the parish.  In 
addition, there is a well-established prayer chain and prayer and ministry team. It is recognised the need to ensure 
prayer is central to all we do as a parish and we are continually looking for new ways to involve all in prayer. 
 

THE VISION & MISSION 
‘Transforming Bolton together in Jesus’ Name’ 

Our Vision, Values and Priorities as a Parish and individual churches is laid out in our Mission Action Plan (MAP), 
which is attached. This was completed in November 2018 and is regularly updated to reflect how action points are 
being changed or revised. In terms of the Parish Priorities: 

 

 As far as the St Peter’s building is concerned, we are currently actively  working on the repairs to the Tower 
and Link Corridors, as well as the Refurbishment of the church. Work on the extension is still at an early 
planning stage. 
 

 We are planning towards a Parish Mission in May 2020 (15th-17th), which will be part of a Mission to Bolton 
by the Archbishop of York and his team. We are currently working out the details of this, but expect to play 
a major role in this mission as a church. 
 

 In association with the Bolton Deanery we are looking to appoint a Pioneer Minister who will based at St 
Peter’s and plant a church in the centre of Bolton for students and young adults. We are hoping to interview 
for this role later in autumn 2019. 


