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Thank you for your interest in the role of Associate Priest in the 
Burrough Hill Benefice. I am delighted that you are exploring 
the possibility of applying for this role and I want you to know 
that there are many of us here in the Diocese of Leicester who 
are praying for you as you seek to discern God’s calling.

You can read more details of our Diocesan vision and strategy 
at www.leicester.anglican.org, but I want to highlight a couple 
of areas as you begin this exploration.

Firstly, as a key part of our diocesan strategy for growing the 
numbers of disciples, the depth of discipleship and growing our 
capacity to serve our communities, this role will incorporate 
a local response with a diocesan wide commitment.  As part 
of this strategy we have discerned God’s calling to look to our 
Rural Diocese with its urban heartlands seeking to support 
and strengthen our rural church communities, as they equip 
all baptised Christians to be sent out in mission.  This is an 
ambitious calling, and will only be achieved through prayer, 
intentional investment of time and resources and a focus on 
equipping. You will need to show us that you share this vision 
and commitment, and want to be part of a movement of people 
in mission.  



Secondly, as we move forward in this endeavour, we don’t know 
how God will raise up the Pioneers and other ministers needed 
for the fresh expressions of church that will be part of this 
missional movement.  We don’t know how God will grow the 
culture of generous giving within the diocese to make this work 
sustainable for the long term.  We don’t know exactly how we 
will train, equip and resource people for this new work.  There 
is much that we don’t know and hence much that we will need 
to learn.  You will need to show us that you are open to learning, 
committed to working humbly with other colleagues and above 
all, a person of deep faith and trust in God.

If you find yourself both excited and daunted by the prospect 
of what we are doing in the diocese, then it could be that God is 
calling you.  Please read on, and talk with Archdeacon Richard, 
0116 261 5309. 

I hope that I may have the opportunity of meeting you in the 
near future, but in the meantime be assured of my prayers.

Yours in Christ,

The Rt Revd Martyn Snow
Bishop of Leicester



Our five parishes are circled around the Iron Age fort of 
Burrough Hill, and our lands have seen continuous Christian 
witness for over 900 years, all situated in a scenic part of 
Rural East Leicestershire and adjacent to the border with 
Rutland, within easy reach of the recreation facilities at 
Rutland Water.

Over the last four years our churches have been lay led 
with the support of local retired clergy for Sundays and 
occasional offices. The Burrough Hill Benefice is linked with 
the neighbouring Benefice of South Croxton. During 2018 
we began to more actively engage with a model of Priest-in-
Charge (based in South Croxton where he is incumbent) and 
an Associate Priest (House-for-Duty) based in Burrough Hill 
Benefice. It is this model of ministry that we seek to continue 
to explore with this new appointment. Within South West 
Framland, the Burrough Hill, South Croxton and Upper Wreake 
Benefices are in a Cluster with shared administration. SWF 
is in turn part of the Framland Deanery, with its matrix of 
ministers sharing parochial responsibilities with a range of 
Deanery-wide ministries. More details are available from the 
Area Dean, upon request. 

An energetic pastor and leader of our church in mission 
is sought for our rural parishes, where newcomers remark 
on the friendly welcome they receive. We have a great 
community spirit, work well together and are looking to grow 
further in our faith and mission, building on the growth that 

W H O WE ARE
CONTEXT

we have achieved so far to reach out as a church to people 
of all backgrounds and beliefs. The priest needs to be able 
to work with us to develop new ways of drawing people in 
our communities into the life of the church. The pattern for 
regular worship within Burrough Hill Benefice has centred 
on a 10.30am communion service each Sunday, in a different 
church each week, as well as a monthly evensong. Recently a 
monthly 9am communion service has also been introduced. 
Most people are drawn to worship in their home church, but 
some do travel around the Benefice. Several thefts of lead 
from the roofs of the Benefice churches have occurred in 
recent years. The church communities are resilient in the face 
of these and other challenges arising from the care of historic 
buildings. 

The five villages which comprise the Burrough Hill Benefice 
(BHB) are all within about ten minutes drive of each other, 
within the rolling hills of rural High Leicestershire. The market 
towns of Oakham and Melton Mowbray are close by, and 
provide all amenities of shops, a good range of schools, and 
leisure facilities. The Rectory, a shop, primary school and 
highly praised doctor’s surgery are all in Somerby. 

The Benefice-wide economy revolves around farming, 
equestrian, and small service-based industries; there are 
pubs, which include restaurant facilities, as well as farm 
shops/cafes. National Cycle Route 64 weaves its way 
through the Benefice.



OUR HOPE AND AIMS
VISION

Our vision includes four elements, all related to relationships 
within our village communities and ways we witness to 
our faith:

♦ understanding the specific needs of rural communities, we 
seek to utilise our resources to build an inclusive, sensitive 
and available church

♦ maximising fundraising initiatives we aim to not only 
produce financial income, but also strengthen friendships 
and relationships

♦ offering prayer groups and discipleship opportunities we 
recognise links with Methodists in Somerby and Great Dalby

♦ continuing to develop links with Somerby and Great Dalby 
primary schools, and the Ernest Cook education centre in 
Little Dalby, we encourage engagement with children and 
their families 

In line with the Diocesan strategy Shaped by God, we share 
the vision for growing the Kingdom through the number of 
disciples, the depth of discipleship, and loving service in the 
world.  With a new priest our PCCs will aim to:

♦ create a new vision for our Christian witness in the light 
of our new circumstances

♦ seek to continue to find ways to serve and encourage 
our congregations and communities, including building 
sustainable relationships with young people and new 
residents in each Parish, and offering pastoral support 
throughout the Benefice

♦ make more creative use of Church buildings as places 
which can be used for a variety of events, both 
Christian and secular.  This will involve engagement 
with others to fundraise for ongoing repair, 
restoration and improvements to our 
churches.



THE ROLE
The role of the Associate Priest will be to work alongside the 
incumbent in enabling all five churches in the Burrough Hill 
Benefice to grow together in mission and discipleship.

 The Associate Priest will have responsibility for leading 
worship and enabling pastoral care and discipleship 
development across all five churches.   They will share with 
the incumbent and lay chairs responsibility for leading and 
contributing to PCC meetings.

 The Associate Priest will be part of the ministry team for the 
two benefices of South Croxton and Burrough Hill, meeting 
regularly for support and encouragement with the incumbent 
and the one licensed Reader.  They will also receive support 
from the part-time administrator for the South West Framland 
Group (comprising the Burrough Hill, South Croxton and Upper 
Wreake benefices).

 The post is offered on a house for duty basis.  The successful 
applicant will be expected to offer 20 hours of ministry per 
week to include taking Sunday services and a well-appointed 
vicarage in the village of Somerby will be provided.

THE ROLE OF THE ASSOCIATE PRIEST



WE ARE PRAYING FOR A PRIEST WHO IS:

♦ a listener, serving immanently and energetically amongst 
us with warmth and understanding

♦ an enthusiastic team player who enjoys working collegiately 
with ordained and lay members 

♦ an encourager of ideas and initiatives for mission, worship 
and church life

♦ someone who is approachable and at ease within rural life

♦ an effective manager of their time

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU:

♦ we will listen to your vision for how you will bring God’s 
message to our communities

♦ we, the laity, will give prayerful and practical support to your 
priestly ministry and your home life

♦ we will provide lay ministers to regularly share leadership 
of services according to your direction

♦ you will be able to rely on dedicated people working in groups 
through the PCCs to provide many church-based activities 
throughout the Benefice

♦ You will have the support of a part-time administrator,  
whose office hours are Tuesday and Friday 9.15am to 2.30pm. 
He is an Honorary Canon of Leicester Cathedral.

ALL ABOUT YOU





ALL ABOUT US
ST MARY the VIRGIN, BURROUGH ON THE HILL

BURROUGH VILLAGE

Burrough on the Hill is a small village with about 50 houses. It 
has a grade II listed church and a pub. Just outside the village 
is an iron age hill fort proving that this area has been inhabited 
for at least 3000 years.  The village has a friendly and active 
community which is inclusive of everyone whatever their 
religious belief, and villagers have been very supportive in fund 
raising and protecting our beautiful church following the two 
thefts of lead last year from the church roof.   

OUR CHURCH  

The church has been a focal point ever since it has been here, 
although the school and the shop have gone.  We are here to 
continue the tradition that has historically been here, to bring 
the community together. 

The church building is a landmark in the village and everyone 
loves it, even if they are not church members.  It is not only a 
space for worship and teaching, but also doubles as the village 
hall.  It has been used for a variety of community activities such 
as talks, concerts and fetes.   

At present there are 23 people on the Electoral Roll.  

OUR VISION

We would welcome someone who would want to be a part 
of our lively village. 





ALL ABOUT US
ST SWITHUN’S, GREAT DALBY

WHY ARE WE CHURCH? 

St Swithun’s is the centrepiece of our village, tucked behind 
the Royal Oak Pub. 

Our Mission Statement, more than 20 years ago was, 
 ‘We want to keep the church open for whoever or whenever  
it is needed’.  The statement remains to this day.

It is a Grade II* building with lots of unusual features, which 
 we seek to maintain. We have very strong links with our 
Methodist friends.

HOW DOES THE CHURCH RELATE TO THE COMMUNITY?

Regular services are not that well attended, but joyful none 
the less.

However…. Funerals*, Christenings, School use for Harvest 
and Christmas*, Crib Service* History Exhibitions, Special 
Fundraising events, Easter Treasure Hunts, all bring in 
increased attendance.  

Great Dalby Dollop and Tudor Christmas add to the variety.

* denotes ‘Standing Room Only’ 

The Garden Group and a village group called Support Me – 
Skills for Life, recently helped us to tidy the churchyard hedges. 
We have been a thriving community for a very long time.

WHAT IS GOING WELL?

We have been described as ‘a valiant little church’.  We have 
survived a lot including the spire collapsing and lead being 
stolen from our roof but all problems have been resolved by 
the Church members and the Villagers.

We have our own website: greatdalbychurch.org.uk

Fundraising is always well supported by the community. 31 years 
of Village Fetes, and a Funding Programme have been our main 
sources of income.

The village has a monthly newsletter.

The PCC is starting to research a water supply before we can 
start fund-raising for a kitchen & toilet.

WHAT RESOURCES DO WE NEED?

A Vicar
A mains water supply
Kitchen & toilet
More volunteers to form a ‘Church building maintenance group’
A National Trust for Medieval Churches. 

HOW DOES THE PARISH CHURCH RELATE TO THE BENEFICE?

We attend other churches in the Benefice when we can, but 
regularly attend any meetings involving the Benefice. 



WHO ARE WE?

Little Dalby is a very small village.  There are 22 houses plus 
5 outlying farms with approximately 60 parishioners.  Little 
Dalby village and surrounding farm land is owned by The Ernest 

Cook Trust, apart from 4 houses that are privately owned.  
At one time most of the cottages were occupied by 
farmers and their workers but now most are let to those 

not connected with agriculture. The Trust is an educational 
charity and they have established a centre in the village for 

children to visit from schools in the city and towns also village 
schools.  (The church can also use the buildings for fund raising 
events.) The children can do pond dipping, learn about the trees 
and all aspects of the countryside.  The church is visited with a 
guide.

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

We are one of five churches in the Burrough Hills Benefice.  
Although we only have a small loyal congregation from the 
village we are supported at services by the other four villages. 
We have worshiped as a Benefice on a Sunday morning at 10.30, 
going around the 5 Churches for over 30 years. In addition, many 
people from the district of Melton Mowbray, who have long 
associations with Little Dalby, attend regularly.



ALL ABOUT US
ST JAMES the GREATER, LITTLE DALBY 

RECENT CHALLENGES

When we needed to raise money to repair the Spire (£76,000) 
and the lead was stolen we were supported by virtually every 
household. This has been completed with a new roof of Terne-
coated Stainless Steel. The exterior of the building is in good 
order, with an open Churchyard. 

THE CHURCH OF ST JAMES

St. James Church is situated on the top of a hill with  
magnificent views.  The church is a fine example of Victorian 
Gothic Grade 2* and the quality of the carving on both the 
woodwork and stonework is excellent. It is built on the 
foundations of the medieval building. 

The cleaning of the church and the upkeep of the churchyard 
is all done by volunteers.

FINANCE

Despite the challenging fundraising, above, we have a healthy 
balance in the accounts. In addition to regular committed giving, 
we have three main fundraising events during the year - a Daffodil 
Lunch in April, Cream Teas in the summer (this alone funds our 
Parish contribution) and a Harvest Supper. All our events are 
supported by the majority of the village. 

 

Our Cream Teas have been going for over 30 years and are very 
popular.  We have visitors from quite a distance.

We also raise about £350 annually from Narrow Boat trips, 
the boat being owned by one of our community.

WHY ARE WE A CHURCH? 

Because we worship one God and believe in the work of Jesus 
Christ, our Master and Lord.

We have recently had an open meeting for people interested 
in helping the upkeep of the church and three couples have 
volunteered to organise a fundraising event. We also welcome 
non-churchgoers from the village on to the administration with 
the P.C.C., with the prayer that they will find faith in Jesus Christ. 

The Benefice statement sums up our commitment to pastoral 
care and mission and our need for a prayerful pastor, teacher, 
and missioner, who will enable, and work collaboratively with 
us and the wider benefice.



The Church is a Grade 1 listed building, with parts dating from 
the 13th Century. The Church has traditionally hosted the 
Christmas Day Service for the Benefice. There are 32 on the 
Church Electoral Register. The Church is open every day, we 
have a Treasurer, Secretary and an active PCC. We have an 
excellent programme of regular giving by the congregation and 
by other villagers who rarely attend Church services. The Parish 
contribution has always been paid. There are about 8 regular 
members of the congregation who will travel to the other 
churches in the Benefice and we welcome worshippers from 
the other 4 churches in the Benefice.  In the last 10 years nearly 
£67,000 has been spent on maintenance and improvement, 
however at the recent Quinquennial Inspection it was noted 
that approximately £150,000 needs to be spent on the roof. 

1. WHY ARE WE CHURCH? 

We are the Church because meeting in a place brings us 
together, and we are also here to bring the wider community to 
the Church. The Church is the focus for our faith and meeting up 
with like-minded spirits focuses that faith. Most of the village 
probably do not think about the Church at all except for using 
it for baptisms, weddings and funerals or a focal point in the 
village. Quite a few don’t go regularly, although PCC members 
might meet up and speak to them if they see them out and 
about. A lot of people do know about it but are unable to come 



ALL ABOUT US
ALL SAINTS, PICKWELL with LEESTHORPE

if they are not well, etc.  Villagers who do not attend regularly 
will come for the occasional service 3-4 times a year as well 
as fundraising events. Key occasions are Christmas, Easter, 
Harvest and Remembrance.

2. HOW DOES THE CHURCH RELATE TO THE COMMUNITY?

The Church brings everyone together: it is a place to go to see 
neighbours and villagers whom you may not have seen a lot 
of. In addition to the common bond of Christian beliefs, the 
Church people tend to communicate very well with newcomers 
through the village magazine and through individuals making 
themselves known. There are around 170 residents, with a 
few children. A few families have been here a long time but 
their children have grown up and moved away, returning for 
festivals. There is a core of people who have been here a long 
time.  The Church always welcomes new people to come in and 
help with Church life and seeks ways to attract them.  We have 
a newly formed group of bell ringers some of whom do not 
attend Church regularly, but the bells when rung do remind the 
community of the Church’s presence

3. WHAT IS GOING WELL?

Fundraising aspects are good, the Church is well funded, and 
the 900-year-old Church is structurally in good condition 
although work is needed on the roof.  Villagers are very 

supportive financially and when an event is on. There are a 
series of excellent concerts and speakers. Christmas concerts 
always go well, last year the Church was full to capacity with 
an audience of 135 and a choir of 47, as does the carol singing 
around the village, also the Christmas morning service, when 
there is usually a full Church. The annual village fete in the 
Manor is a very popular event.

4. WHAT RESOURCES DO WE NEED?

Resources needed within our church building - kitchen/servery 
and toilets, new heating system, repairs to the windows and 
the roof.  We also need to encourage the financial and human 
resources to maintain and sustain all aspects of the church 
building and fellowship.

5. HOW DOES THE PARISH CHURCH RELATE 
TO THE BENEFICE?

The other four Churches in the Benefice are very supportive of 
us. The concerts give a feeling that Pickwell is a cultural hub in 
the benefice, although it is no more or less important than the 
others in the team. The five Churches work well together and 
have adapted well from a former civil parish grouping of three 
to include Little Dalby and Great Dalby. 



Somerby is the largest village in the Benefice. The Church is a 
Grade 1 listed building with a closed churchyard and cemetery in 
the village.There are 23 on the Electoral Roll. An annual “Arnhem 
Service” is held commemorating the 10th Parachute Regiment 
who were based around Somerby prior to Operation Market 
Garden in WW2, this is an important event for the village and 
the “Friends of the 10th”. The church holds an annual Christmas 
Tree Festival, a bi-annual Flower Festival, and a village Nativity 
Service, and there is an established link with Somerby school. 
The benefice rectory, is in the village. There is a Methodist 
Chapel, primary school, medical practice, pub, shop/post office, 
bus service to the nearby Market Towns of Melton Mowbray & 
Oakham, a large equestrian centre and a dairy farm. The village 
also has an active photographic club, art club, gardening society, 
allotments and a singing group. The Village Memorial Hall hosts 
a range of other activities & village events including an annual 
Burn’s Night Supper. 

WHY ARE WE CHURCH? 

The church is not just or only a building, the church is the body 
of Christ - all those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ. 
Our mission is to grow the church by encouraging, teaching, and 
building the kingdom of God in our communities. 



ALL ABOUT US
ALL SAINTS, SOMERBY (Population c.446)

HOW DOES THE CHURCH RELATE TO THE COMMUNITY? 

All the church services and prayer groups are advertised in 
the Village Magazine and on the Church notice boards. The 
major festivals attract people who would not otherwise attend 
church. The Christmas Tree and Flower Festivals are supported 
by the wider community. The Village Nativity is scripted by, 
and involves, the wider community under the guidance of a 
minister, currently a Reader. Members of the various village 
organisations are invited to read a Lesson at the Carol service, 
and participate in the Harvest Festival. 

WHAT IS GOING WELL? 

We have 2 lay led prayer groups and a Lent group which are 
ecumenical. A successful Advent Lunch was held, and a Lent 
Lunch is planned. We have a collection box for items for 
the Food Bank. Harvest Festival, Christingle, and Nativity 
services for the school were held in the Church. Home 
Communion and pastoral visiting was maintained by a Reader 
during the interregnum and is now carried out by a Curate on 
placement. The Christmas Tree Festival and Flower Festival 
are well supported. 

WHAT RESOURCES DO WE NEED? 

Kitchen and toilet facilities would enable a greater diversity 
of events to be held in the church, for example Messy Church, 
Mothers and Toddlers Groups, and Coffee Mornings. Fund 
raising events are essential to the maintenance of the Church 
building, but are also important to the development of 
fellowship in the broader church and village community, and 
better facilities would help us to facilitate this. 

HOW DOES THE PARISH CHURCH RELATE TO THE BENEFICE? 

Services are held on a rotational basis in the Benefice. A 
disadvantage of this is that, although the 5 churches work well 
together, more people attend services at their home church. 
The major festivals attract more joint support. Despite the 
proximity of the 5 churches in the benefice each community 
has its own specific needs and expectations, both spiritually, 
pastorally and socially, and for future growth to be effective 
we will need to be sensitive to these needs. 



The purpose built vicarage is an attractive detached house 
constructed in the late 1980s.  It is situated a few hundred yards 
from All Saints Church.

To the ground floor accommodation comprises: entrance 
porch, hall, study, lounge, dining room, kitchen, utility room, 
cloakroom & WC.  To the first floor there are four bedrooms,  
family bathroom and shower room.  There is a detached single 
garage and ample off road parking.  The oil-fired boiler was 
replaced in 2014 and heats radiators to all principal rooms and 
is supplemented by an immersion heater.  New uPVC double 
glazed windows were fitted in 2018.

THE RECTORY
1 High Street, Somerby, Leicestershire LE14 2PZ

HOW TO APPLY

Applications should be made using the Diocese of Leicester’s 
Application Form available from leicester.anglican.org 

Email: wendy.dunnington@leccofe.org

Tel : 0116 261 5309
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