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Welcome to our Parish Profile
Our PCC and congregation pray that this will give you a real sense of who we 
are and guide you in deciding if our Parish is the right place for you to grow and 
develop in your ministry.

We are looking forward to discovering the person God is calling to be our new 
Priest in Charge and lead us into the future. 



Talents we are seeking
•  We are a member of the Rural 

North West Kent Group of 
Churches. It is important that 
our new priest is committed to 
working collaboratively as part 
of the Group Ministry Team and 
willing to explore new ways of 
sharing resources, mission and 
ministry.

•  One of our clergy is training 
to be an Anna Chaplain 
(specialising in the pastoral 
care of older people, especially 
those living with dementia), 
another is passionate about 
reaching out to the very fringes 
of our communities, and we 
have a priest who has particular 
skills in strategy and liturgy and 
worship. Our clergy are looking 
forward to welcoming a new 
colleague who will be able to 
complement these skills.

•  We are looking for an 
approachable and encouraging 
leader, called by God, to 
nurture our faith, expand our 
worshipping congregation, and 

embrace our local community 
so that they too can know 
God’s saving power.

•  We are looking for a people 
person, able to relate to  
all ages and backgrounds, 
someone who has a friendly, 
empathetic and welcoming 
attitude towards all, with a 
good sense of humour.

•  We are looking for an 
enthusiastic priest who will 
work creatively with us to 
move forward in a variety of 
areas.

• The Rural North West Kent 
Group is committed to 
developing a shared ‘Called 
to Grow’ plan as part of the 
Diocese of Rochester’s ‘Called 
Together’ framework. We are at 
a very early stage of developing 
this plan, and would hope that 
the person appointed to this 
post would be able to make a 
positive contribution to the 
plan with their own ideas.

Do you think God is calling you to journey with us,
to develop our talents and explore our spirituality?
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• A friendly and enthusiastic 
congregation who will continue 
to help in the ongoing running 
of our church 

• A warm and welcoming local 
neighbourhood with good local 
schools and easy access to a 
variety of recreational facilities. 

• A large comfortable Rectory, 
with adequate space.

• We will be delighted to help 
you to settle in, find your way 
around the area and get to 
know our people and places.

• You will have the joy of leading 
worship in our 2 beautiful 
churches and church centre 
as well as the 3 other lovely 
churches of the RNWK Group.

• The support of a well-equipped 
Parish Office and a highly 
competent part time Parish 
Administrator. 

• We are proud that we have 
an active group of some 70 
volunteers contributing their 
skills and time to supporting 
and maintaining our Christian 
community. 

• The  support and 
encouragement in your 
personal and spiritual 
development, respect of your 
privacy and honouring of your 
personal time.

• The support of 2 church 
wardens and an active, 
complete PCC who meet 
regularly to assist with the 
management of the parish, 
together with the wider 
organisations that make up the 
RNWK group. 

• A PCC committed to financial 
stability.

We very much look forward to joining you in new 
initiatives, walking joyfully alongside you as we seek 

new ways to serve God.

What we can offer you
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The population of Fawkham 
and Hartley is about 5,700 
and although we have 
roughly the national 
average percentage of 
16—64 year olds, 24% 
are over 65 compared 
to the national average 
of 18%.

Our under 16s are only 13% 
compared to 19% nationally. 
This goes some way to explain the 

age range of our worshippers 
which is skewed towards 

the older generation. 

We would like to 
welcome more 
younger people 
especially children to 
our services. Messy 

Church has been 
running for 5 years and is 

helping to address this but 
we would like to do more.  

Around 40% of our residents are, or 
were, in managerial, administrative 
or professional employment. 
Approximately 12% are self-employed 

and all other occupations combined 
make up another 40%. Only 2-3% 
are classified as never worked or long 
term unemployed.
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Demographics

SocioEconomic Grouping

About the Parish
Location
The ancient villages of Fawkham and 
Hartley are on the dip slope of the 
North Downs between the A2 and 
A20 main roads, not far from the M25 

London orbital motorway. Fawkham 
is in a dry valley running north from 
Brands Hatch and Hartley is on higher 
ground to the east.



There are approximately 2,700 
households in Fawkham and Hartley 
and only 2% are vacant. Most are 
owner occupied with private rentals 
making up 7.5%, 10% are socially 
rented.  The local authority is 
Sevenoaks District Council. 

Proposals to build further dwellings of 
mixed occupation are currently going 
through the planning processes and 

although fiercely opposed locally they 
are likely, to have a significant impact 
upon the demography of our 
villages.   
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Housing

Transport
Nearby Longfield station is serviced 
by trains to London, the Medway 
towns and Kent coast. Ebbsfleet 
International is 10-15mins drive, 
with  high speed links to London, 
Paris  and Brussels. There are public 

bus services from Hartley to New Ash 
Green, Longfield, Dartford, Gravesend 
and Bluewater. Essex can easily be 
reached by road via the Dartford 
Thames Crossing.
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About the Parish

Schools

The Bluewater shopping 
and leisure complex is only 

a 15 minute drive away 
from Fawkham and Hartley 

and contains 200 shops, 
eateries and a cinema plus 
other diverse activities such 

as young driver training.

Local Facilities

Fawkham no longer has shops, but 
there is a popular pub, a village 
hall and a hotel. Hartley has a Kent 
County Library branch, another pub, a 
village hall, a country club and a social 
club. There are 3 small clusters of 
shops providing a range of goods and 
including a busy Post Office. 

There are more shops and other 
facilities at New Ash Green to the 
south and Longfield to the north, 
including doctors surgeries at both 
and dental practices in Hartley 
and Longfield. Bluewater shopping 
complex is about 15 minutes drive 
away.

We have five schools in the parish, 
two situated in Fawkham and the 
others are in Hartley, these all have 
primary children with Milestone 
Academy educating both primary and 
secondary. The schools welcome the 
church as part of their family and invite 
us regularly to lead assemblies and 

they attend the church as 
part of their school year for 
services and as part of their education. 

Milestone Academy ‘We are a proud 
school serving students aged 2-19 
with Special Educational Needs. Each 
day our students bring their own 



unique energy into their school. In 
turn we ensure that they receive a 
high-quality educational provision 
delivered through the immensely 
capable and effective hands of our 

staff’.

Hartley Primary Academy ‘we 
believe that teaching children 
about thinking and how to be 
successful learners is just as 
important as teaching them 
the necessary elements of the 
curriculum. This lifelong skill 
means that children can apply 
themselves to any situation or 
problem they face in life. We 
have a whole school approach 
to teaching thinking skills so 
whether Reception or Year 
6, they will be encouraged to 
think about how to develop 
themselves as thinkers and 
learners’.

Fawkham Church of England 
School ‘We refer to our school 
as the ‘Fawkham Family’, where 
happy, confident children and 
staff look forward to coming to 
school each day.  Fawkham is 
a lovely place in which to learn 
and work, the atmosphere is 
both warm and friendly where 

everyone feels supported and valued.  
Learning new skills and acquiring 
knowledge is fun, and we prepare 
children extremely well to be happy, 
effective members of society’.  

Steephill Independent School and 
Pre-School ‘We are keen that all 

that children understand what it 
is to be a good friend and a good 
neighbour, in the widest context, and 
the importance of high standards of 
behaviour and endeavour.

We are a mixed ability school and 
therefore work hard to support all 
children academically and also in 
the wider curriculum such as sport 
and the arts. Our great results 
demonstrate the success of our pupils 
year after year’. 

Our Lady of Hartley Catholic Primary 
School ‘We are a happy and successful 
one form entry Catholic primary 
school in the village of Hartley, Kent’.

Once students are of secondary 
age there are a variety of choices in 
the surrounding areas of Longfield, 
Meopham, Dartford, Wilmington 
and Gravesend as well as locally 
that provide grammar, non-selective, 
special needs and 
technical educations. 
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Local Primary Schools      Roll

Fawkham CofE          100
Hartley Primary Acad.          400
Milestone Academy              300
Our Lady of Hartley RC        200
Steephill (Independent)       100



The Parish of Fawkham & Hartley
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About the Church

The Parish of Fawkham and Hartley 
is part of the Rural 
North Kent Group of 
Churches which has 
a team of ministers 
both Ordained 
and Lay who, 
along with their 
congregations, 
collaborate across 
parish boundaries 
to enrich and support 
the whole area. 

Fawkham and Hartley itself 
is an amalgamation of 2 parishes 
and we would describe ourselves  
as central, liberal and inclusive. For 
church services, the priest wears 
an alb and stole at all celebrations 
of the Eucharist and for 
baptisms and weddings. 
For other services, it is 
cassock, surplice and 
preaching scarf (stole 
for funerals) except 
for the Family Service 
when no robes are 
worn.

We work with the 
other parishes in the 
Group, Longfield, Ash and 
Ridley to share resources and support 
each other in ministry and outreach. 
The Group Council, consisting of the 
ordained ministers and lay members 
from each parish, meets regularly to 
plan joint activities, address concerns 
and monitor progress against 
our shared vision. Joint activities 

include the planning of service 
rotas, confirmation, marriage 

preparation, Lent courses 
and other Bible study 

groups, Youth Group 
and Messy Church. 
We also hold joint 
monthly  services 
many of which are 
special celebrations 

such as our annual 
Messy Nativity and 

also individual Patronal 
Festivals when it is wonderful 

to worship together and share our 
joyfulness in the Lord.

Subgroups are set up from time 
to time to address specific issues. 
Currently a subgroup is working 

with other stakeholders on 
the provision of youth 

services.

An important feature 
of the Group is the 
mutual support and 
advice available from 
fellow clergy. Our new 
priest will need to be 
supportive of the Group, 

fully participating in 
shared activities and leading 

services in other Group parishes.

Our parish is also an active member of 
the Cobham Deanery which includes 
the parishes of our RNWK Group 
plus the parishes of Cobham with 
Luddesdowne, Istead Rise, Meopham 
with Nurstead and Southfleet.



Worship and Ministry Support
We have a team of three Clergy and 
ten LLM/Readers in the Rural North 
West Kent (RNWK) Group who 
lead services across all the places of 
worship in the Group.

Our services schedule is planned 
by the RNWK Group Clergy every 
4 months. Initially a member of the 
Group Clergy creates a draft schedule 
which is distributed to PCCs, Church 
Wardens and Licensed Lay Ministers 
(LLMs) for review. The schedule is 
then finalised and populated with 
service leaders at a meeting attended 
by Group Clergy and LLMs. It then 
goes to the individual Parishes for 
service coordinators to fill the other 
roles like organist, intercessions, set 
up, wardening etc that are needed to 
staff services.

Our Parish has a large active 
team of lay members 
who assist our priest 
by supporting 
outreach 
services and 
pastural 
care given 
to people 
in local 

residential homes, the community 
centre, the nearby hospital and in 
their own homes. The lay teams 
participate and often lead worship 
services, offer support, prayer and 
company to everyone who is in need 
including whose who are unwell or 
bereaved.

Our part time Parish Administrator 
has many years of experience and is 
based in the well equipped and cosy 
Parish Office situated in a separate 
lockable office in the Church Centre. 
This is a short walk from the Rectory, 
on hand for you to pop into when 
necessary.

We also have two newly elected 
Church Wardens and a full PCC 
together with a variety of committees 
and volunteers numbering about 

70 who will do all they can to 
ensure the actions and 

tasks required to run 
a thriving parish 

are completed 
allowing you to 
focus on your 
ministry with 
us.
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About the Church
‘Our Church gathers to share God’s Love’
Sundays
Our church congregates to enjoy a 
choice of two morning services most 
Sundays, 9am and 10.30 am. These 
services are a combination of Holy 
Communion, Morning Worship and, 
Family All Age Services We also hold 
a service of Evening Prayer once 
a month. We gather in our church 
buildings throughout the month and 
use the different facilities that each 
one has to offer.

Our service pattern comprises of Holy 
Communion each week with Family 
All Age every first week, Morning 
Worship, second and third weeks. 

Whilst respecting our Anglican 
tradition, our services can be informal 
with a mix of worship songs and 
more traditional hymns. Our average 
attendance is between thirty to fifty 
but increases for special celebrations 
and when we have our RNWK Group 
Services.

We value a family atmosphere in all 
our services and encourage all age 
involvement in our church life. At the 
end of our services we have a time to 
catch up with each whilst we share 
refreshments. These are served in 
each of our worship centres.

Group Mid-Week Communion
On Wednesday mornings, a regular 
group gathers for a simple service 
of Holy Communion. This service 
alternates around the different 

worship centres in RNWK, enjoying 
the spiritual surroundings each one 
has to offer.
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Messy Church
Our RNWK Messy Church Services, 
are growing each month and we have 
gatherings of up to forty currently. We 
enjoy messy worship and exploring 
in creative ways to learn about and 
worship our God. Over the years it has 

been a pleasure to share the Gospel 
stories in creative and imaginative 
ways, this church has seen the most 
growth since it began, attracting new 
families into our church family.

Special Services
Throughout the church year we 
enjoy a variety of one-off services, 
in addition to those forming part  of 

the time honoured patterns of the 
liturgical year.

Youth Group - Y God
Attendance at Youth Group has been 
steady during the year drawing young 
people from across the RNWK Group.

Y God meet on Sunday evening 
usually at Longfield Jubilee Hall but 
can vary the venue within the RNWK 
Group according to people’s wishes

They  have had some excellent and 
very varied  themed evenings, - 
quizzes, discussions, games evenings 
- and always food.

The age range is 11 to 18. Average 
membership is 6, usually around 2 
boys and 4 girls but this can vary

The leaders will be having some chats 
with  young people at the end of their 
primary school years to encourage 
them to join the group in preparation 
for their move to secondary school.
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About the Church

Links with Local Schools
The Priest in Charge and lay 
representatives are governors of 
Fawkham and Hartley schools and 
work closely with the head teachers 
and staff. Members of the preaching 
team lead school assemblies at 
Fawkham, Hartley and Steephill on 
a weekly or fortnightly basis. End of 
term and festival services are held for 

each school, usually in the church at 
Fawkham. 

Dancing displays and other activities 
put on by the school children are a 
major feature of our annual summer 
fete.

For many years we have been 
delighted to accept the invitation to 
our Church Wardens from Fawkham 
village to sit on their Parish Council.

Hartley village has a Community 
Warden and we  have  worked with 
her to initiate a monthly  Community 
lunch in our Church Centre  as  well 

as supporting the existing weekly Pop 
In  café also held there. The Warden 
supports a number of community 
events ranging for weekly walks 
which regularly attracts over 80 
participants and children’s fun days in 
school holidays.

Links with Parish Councils

Youth Initiative

Our Part in the Local Community

Research has shown that there is real 
need for some kind of youth provision 
and to that end a forum is working to 
explore the possibility  of  providing  
a youth worker. A large multi-agency 
partnership with representatives from 

all the group churches, Sevenoaks 
DC, West Kent Community Worker, 
Parish Councils, West Kent Voluntary 
Support Officer, PCSO, Rochester 
Diocese, NAG Village Association, 
Community Warden form  this forum. 
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Our Church Centre is utilised by a 
number of activities and groups which 
benefits both the community and the 

lettings income is a significant part of 
our annual income.

Community Use of Our Church Centre
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About the Church

We have a number of teams who assist 
our clergy at parish and group level in 
the support of the community.  These 
include the Pastoral, Bereavement 
and Marriage Preparation teams. 

They provide focus on

• immediate pastoral need such 
as illness, hospitalisation, and 
relationship difficulties;

• on-going care of the 
housebound, the isolated and 
the elderly;

• care for the next-of-kin after 
funerals.

• Support for couples getting 
married during the course of 
the year

• Home communions

• Hospital visits

We also conduct services for the 
2 retirement associations, two 
residential homes once a month, and 
at the Wellfield Sheltered Housing 
Community Centre four times a year.

Our Charitable Involvement
Our Mission Links team works to 
develop links with the charities 
supported by the parish and to make 
recommendations for the parish’s 
away-giving. 

In the last year we have supported the 
work of the Bible Society, Tearfund 
and the Diocesan Hope and Poverty 
Appeal, as well as other Charities 
at Christmas and Easter.  The PCC 

decided in late-2018 to support one 
of the Diocesan Mission Links at 
Mpwapwa in Tanzania.  This will be 
launched in 2019.

Last year we took part in the Tearfund 
Big Quiz raising £200.

Within the Community
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Our Summer Fete
Our annual summer fete, ably managed 
by our fete committee, has for years 
been attended by many local people 
who are not regular worshippers and 
is as much a village fete as a Church 
event although we do benefit from the 
£6,000—£8,000 revenue it generates. 
The local schools put on displays, the 
scouts run our BBQ and the dog show 

attracts a large number of  owners 
proud of their canine friends. Many 
parishioners contribute to the success 
of the event by manning the many 
stalls and of course attending. The 
fete is a highlight of the year which 
brings about community awareness 
and social inclusion of all members  of 
the society.



20

About the Finances

Like most parishes Fawkham and 
Hartley work hard to maintain a 
healthy financial position. We have 
been able to fully fund our parish 
share and realise a small financial 
surplus in recent years while ensuring 
our buildings are well maintained and 
our worship mission has sufficient 
financial support. Our income is 
achieved through

• Fundraising and Fete 
committees who organise 
diverse social activities 
including our  summer fete 
which regularly raises over 
£6,000 and is an annual  
community, as well as parish, 
highlight. 

• Appointment of a Stewardship 
Officer who initiates 
campaigns every 2 years to 
encourage parishioners to 
review their contribution

• Careful management by our 
longstanding Treasurer who 
promotes regular giving   

• Our Buildings Committee 
chairman optimises grant 
opportunities. Recent awards 
have included  a lottery grant of 
over £50,000 for maintenance 
at St Mary’s, over £13,000 
from the Co-op Community 
Award scheme, £5,000 from 
our county council and £9,000 
lottery funding

• Active Friends groups for both 
Churches which regularly 
provide funding for building 
enhancements.

• We have extensive lettings of 
the Church Centre which is 
open to all members of society 
regardless of age, gender, 
colour or sexual orientation.

The detailed 2018 Financial Report 
can be found on our Parish Website 
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Income Breakdown 2018
(unrestricted)

Direct Giving £59,121

Fundraising £11,073

Investments £371

Hall Lettings £15,579

2018 Statement of Financial
Activities (unrestricted)
Receipts £100,854

Expenditure £97,032

Net Result £3,822

Reserves £65,417

Regular Giving
Regular Direct 

Givers 70

Annual Value £33,000



Overview
Within the Parish we have two well 
maintained 12th Century Grade 1 
Listed Churches, both mentioned in 
the Domesday Book, and a Church 
Centre built in the 1960s. The 
beautiful interiors of our Churches 
are of historical importance and are 
fully described in our Parish Website. 
They are open all day and provide 
a focal point for local people and 
visitors, whether attending a regular 
service, joining in baptisms, weddings 
or funerals or just passing. 

 The Management of our two beautiful 
buildings is the responsibility of 
the Buildings Committee. This 
committee consists of 15 members 
drawn from the Wardens and 
interested parishioners many of 
whom are technically qualified and/
or have backgrounds in the care 
and construction of buildings. This 
committee meets on a regular basis.

Their main responsibilities include: -

• Upkeep and day to day care of 
our buildings

• Facilitate faculties for any 
work on the listed buildings

• Applying for grants where 
these are available

• Managing quinquennial repairs 
as necessary

• Managing the Church Centre 
both bookings and facilities

• Working with the Friends 
Associations

Our recent capital expenditure 
covered by grants and help from our 
Friends Associations are as follows: -

• St Mary’s major roof, tower 
and Spire refurbishment

• St Mary’s installation of new 
LED lighting system

• Church Centre new heating 
system

• Church Centre internal 
refurbishment including new 
additional garage storage

• New Heating System for All 
Saints and LED lighting to the 
Chancel

• And many others planned for 
the future

With respect to our Quinquennial 
inspections both our Churches are 
shown as being in good order and 
well looked after.

Funding for our work is sourced from 
two areas.  The work of general day 
to day maintenance is covered by 
regular funding payments made from 
the Church Funds and held by the 
Diocese as a reserve fund for each 
building.

Capital expenditure projects for 
enhancements are covered by grant 
fund raising and support from our 
Friends Associations although they 
will help with any major repair work 
which cannot be fully covered by our 
repair reserves.
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About our Buildings



St Mary’s, Fawkham is set in a scenic 
valley a short distance from the 
village. Our Church is surrounded 
by a large meadow that borders the 
churchyard on three sides with an 
adjoining large car park all within a 
conservation area. 

Facilities include a Norman Font, 
small vestry and toilet but no kitchen 
area. In addition, there is a small 
store. We have a single bell and a 
good Pipe organ. The free-standing 
pews are heavy but can be moved 
to face any direction, with additional 
folded chairs the church can seat 
115. During 2017/18 the bell tower, 
spire and roof were re-furbished and 
the external walls repainted following 
a large Listed Places of Worship grant 
of some £50,000.

We have also just installed, with the 
support of the Friends of Fawkham 
Church, a new LED lighting system 

with designer pendants which are 
symbolic of St Mary.  

The Church is much loved by the 
villagers, many of whom are not 
regular worshippers but support the 
Church financially. A full history is 
available on our website.

St. Mary’s Church
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All Saints, Hartley is pleasantly 
situated to the north of the village 
alongside the Parish burial ground 
and Manor Field recreational area 
where parking is available. 

Our ancient Church is small but a 
recent extension added additional 
seating space which together with the 
fixed pews in the main church allows 
over 100 to be seated. The extension 
also provided toilets, kitchen facilities 

and above is a mezzanine floor with 
‘loft ladder’ access which will soon 
be replaced, it is planned, with a 
permanent staircase with the support 
of the Friends of All Saints. 

All Saints’ Church



About our Buildings

It is our policy for the two churches 
to be open every day, for quiet 
prayers and access to the Books of 

Remembrance. This is achieved with 
the help of teams of volunteers from 
our congregation.
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Fawkham & Hartley Church Centre
Fawkham & Hartley Church 
Centre is situated in 
Hartley midway 
between the 
churches of All 
Saints and St 
Mary’s. It was 
built in the 
1960s on the 
original rectory 
land and has a 
rear car park. 

The Centre main hall can 
be laid out in various ways 
depending on the type of 
event and can seat a maximum 
of about 150. There is a self-
contained meeting room which can 
be subdivided into two and the raised 
stage in the main hall can be screened 
off to make another meeting area. 
The building has modern toilets and 
a fitted kitchen. It also houses the 
Parish Office which can be accessed 
separately via the front entrance. 

Recently we have installed a new 
heating system, a new external 
storage area and refreshed the 

internal decoration.

There is a mid morning service 
at the Church Centre on most 
Sundays using a folding wooden 
altar with decorated screens 

behind. The hall hosts a 
number of other church 

related activities 
including Messy 
Church, Good 
Friday Project, the 
Christmas Fayre, PCC 

and APCM meetings, 
Church fundraising and 

social events. 

The Centre is let to a variety of 
external organizations including 2 
retirement organizations, a large 
community choir, Bowls Group, 
community lunch club, Brownies, 
Exercise classes, Flower and Art clubs 
and many more. 

Recent additions have included a 
new electronic organ, carpeting and 
a heating system. The bell tower has 
two bells and there is a small Vestry. 

A full history is available on our 
website.

All Saints’ Church (cont’d)



The Rectory built in the 1960s, 
is ideally situated in the heart 
of the village, set in mature 
gardens with direct access 
to the Church Centre. It 
is approximately one mile 
from both Churches.

This substantial detached 
house offers ample 
driveway, parking and garage. 

There are three reception 
rooms, one of which  is a study 
ideally placed to entertain 
parishioners giving separation from 
the main reception rooms a kitchen/
breakfast room completes the ground 
floor.

To the first floor are four 
double bedrooms 
with bathroom and 
separate wc.

There are 
computer and 
telephone links 
to the facilities 
in the Parish 
Office. 

The Rectory is in 
good general 
condition.
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The Rectory
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Rectory Floor Plan Not To Scale
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Further Information

Thank you for taking the time to read our Profile and our hope is that it has 
given you an understanding of the Parish of Fawkham and Hartley and the 
Rural North West Kent Group.

We pray that it will help you in deciding if you feel called to join us.

Further information can be found on our website links below or please contact 
our Churchwardens Christine Hoad (christine@fawkhamandhartley.org.uk) 
and Gill Cramp (gill@fawkhamandhartley.org.uk) the Archdeacon or one of 
our Group Clergy. The Revd Elizabeth Robertson (elizabeth@revemr.me).The 
Revd Helen Reeves (ashandridleyrector@gmail.com) or The Revd Dylan Turner 
(dylan.turner@cantab.net).
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Rural North
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The Parish of Fawkham and Hartley


