
Cobham Deanery  
 
The parish of Fawkham and Hartley is part of the Cobham Deanery, which is within 
the Archdeaconry of Rochester.  The deanery consists of ten parishes which are 
served by seven stipendiary clergy as well as support from associate and retired 
clergy, and a large number of LLMs.  The deanery chapter meets approximately six 
times a year and our intention is to support each other by sharing resources, e.g. 
confirmation preparation and marriage preparation where it is possible.  

Our chapter meetings are informal, usually over lunch and we share news, 
joys, challenges and support each other practically and prayerfully.  
 

Deanery Synod meetings are held three times a year and at present 
Fawkham & Hartley parish has three representatives on Deanery Synod in addition 
to the clergy.  

We quite often have  open meetings, and recent focus has been on Faith at 
Work, exploring resources and support  for people with dementia and their families 
and we plan to look at  the ministry exercised in surrounding local deaneries with 
night shelters to see how we might support them and others  in need in our area.     
 
More widely, we are part of our diocesan Called Together vision to guide and shape 
the activity and mission of each and every person for the next five years. We do this  
through the themes of: Growing disciples, Enriching communities and Resourcing 
mission and ministry. 
 
I’ve been Area Dean for 5 months, vicar of Meopham with Nurstead for 5 years and 
in ministry for over 30 years.  I look forward to welcoming a new colleague to 
Fawkham & Hartley and the deanery and please be assured of my prayers and best 
wishes as you discern whether to apply for this post.  If you have any questions, 
please get in touch with me I’d be happy to help.   My email address is   
alyson@stjohnsmeopham.co.uk 
 
 
The Revd Canon Alyson Davie, Rector: Meopham with Nurstead.  
Area Dean of Cobham and Chair of the Rochester Diocesan House of Clergy.  
 
 


