
Parish Profile 



Welcome from all at St Philip’s Kelsall 

St Philip’s Church is beginning a new, exciting era, continuing 150 years as the focus of village 

life in Kelsall.  Kelsall village is increasing in size and we have a vision of a church which meets 

people, especially young people, where they are spiritually and draws them in to the truth of 

the Gospel. 

We are already an active church community, and do much together with Kelsall Methodist 

Church, but we believe that God’s purpose for the lives of people in this place could be better 

fulfilled by one minister, leading both churches and demonstrating Christian Unity within the 

village. 

We are about to start an exciting £200,000 church re-ordering project, which we believe will 

transform the building, making it warm and inviting, and a flexible, multi-purpose space.   

Please read on to discover more about all our existing activities, which we continue to pursue, 

review and improve.  We are proud of our reputation as a friendly church and of the many 

supportive networks which exist within our church family. The church building is open every 

day and our welcome is extended to all. 

Coming to Kelsall will be an exciting challenge! 

If, after reading this Parish Profile, you would like to find out more about any aspect of our 

church, please do not hesitate to contact us. We would love to answer any questions you may 

have and would welcome the chance to show you around our lovely church and the village of 

Kelsall. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Geoff Roberts  kroberts18@talktalk.net 

and Jane Pearson pearsonjane55@gmail.com 

Church Wardens 

 

 



Person Specification 

St. Philip’s Church, Kelsall, is seeking an incumbent to continue the mission to further Christ’s kingdom 

in this parish.  The PCC has carefully considered priority qualities and skills for success in this role. 

Roles and Responsibilities: 

 Grow the congregation, including engaging with young families, whilst continuing to deal 
sympathetically with the varying needs of the existing congregation and build upon existing links 
and develop new connections with groups and organisations in the community. 

 Lead the exciting development of bringing together the Anglican and Methodist fellowships. 
Continue and develop the pattern of worship across two churches, including special (sometimes 
joint) services, using a variety of service and worship styles whilst being sensitive to the different 
cultures and needs of both.  

 Develop and encourage children’s and youth work, supporting, motivating and empowering the 
leaders. 

 Provide a spiritual lead and preach with enthusiasm, clarity and contemporary relevance. Build 
upon current practises of prayer and support, encourage, nurture and motivate the lay teams.  

 Sponsor the St Philip’s building modernisation project and fundraising programme. Engage with, 
support and promote the annual stewardship programmes. 

 Encourage and nurture a lively music and choir culture. 
 

The ideal candidate will: 

 Be enthusiastic and passionate about sharing faith and the love of Jesus, committed to seeing 
Jesus in all things. 

 Help us to grow as effective disciples of Jesus and witnesses to the love of God in everyday life, 
including in our workplaces, homes and neighbourhoods. 

 Focus on mission, with an ability to relate to, work with and engage with the local community, 
with people of all faiths or no faith and being sensitive to the challenges people face. 

 Be able to prayerfully discern the gifts of others and to encourage and inspire others to share 
and develop their gifts, and be fully supportive of women at all levels within ministry. 

 Be a strong team leader and excellent communicator, working alongside an enthusiastic and 
committed laity.  

 Be a people person, sensitive to the needs of all . 
 Be a good listener and teacher; empathic, understanding, encouraging and nurturing. 
 Have a passion for children’s work and a track record working with young people. 
 Ideally have experience of working within an ecumenical partnership, or with responsibility for a 

multi-church community. 
 



Kelsall Parish 

Kelsall is an attractive, medium-sized, commuter/agricultural village in the unitary 

authority of Chester West and Chester. The village is located approx 8 miles east of 

Chester and 8 miles west of Northwich and is situated on Kelsall Hill, part of the Mid-

Cheshire ridge. 

St Philip’s church and vicarage are situated in the heart of the village, opposite the well-

used community centre and social club, and just a short walk from the doctor’s surgery and a veterinary 

practice. We have a popular butcher’s shop, chemist and three pubs.  Kelsall Methodist Church (KMC) is also just 

a short walk away.  The village has a busy Cooperative store and two hairdressing salons, one of which is also a 

beauty salon, and Kelsall Green is particularly attractive to dog walkers and children. The extensive children’s 

play area is well-maintained and has a wide variety of play equipment.   

With significant new house building there has recently been a substantial 

increase in Kelsall’s population and this has led to the approval of plans for a 

new, larger doctor’s surgery and associated Wellness Hub project. The growing 

village population provides a substantial opportunity for evangelism. 

Kelsall Green has, for many years, been the central venue of the Chester Folk 

Festival, which takes place during the late May bank holiday weekend. Visitors 

and locals alike enjoy the breadth of musical activities taking place all over the village making it a real highlight 

of the annual calendar. The folk festival weekend includes a church service in either St Philip’s or the Methodist 

church (KMC). 

A walk across Kelsall Green takes us to Flat Lane, the location of our village school. Kelsall Primary School is a 

single form entry school which was rated outstanding in its last Ofsted inspection. Next door to the school is 

Kelsall Pre School, which provides daily care and learning for younger children. There is also “wrap round care” 

for primary school aged children both before and after school on this site. The Pre School has recently been 

rated outstanding in an Ofsted inspection 

There is a residential care home, Sable Cottage, in the village.  For elderly people who live at home there is a 

weekly Opal led day centre and a fortnightly Royal Voluntary Service Good 

Companions social club.  

Many leisure activities include tennis club, bowling green and a variety of 

classes from circuit training to dance, and yoga to bridge, held in the 

Community Centre. There is a Gardening Club, a Brownie pack and a variety of 

charity events are held throughout the year and are very well supported.  The 

Clatterbridge fundraising gala and annual beer festival (now in its 11th year!) 

are particularly popular. 

Walking is a popular pastime and we have some lovely routes to follow – both long and short. We are fortunate 

to be very close to Delamere Forest with its outdoor 

amenities and the Sandstone Trail, much loved by walkers 

and cyclists, is on our doorstep and allows easy access to 

countryside and wildlife.  

Many residents are from families which have lived here 

for generations, however, a large proportion are relative 

newcomers who have moved here because it is an 

attractive and convenient location.   



Buildings 

St Philip’s Church was built on a virgin site in 1860 to the designs of 
Thomas Bower of Nantwich. The building was funded by Col. 
Tomkinson of Willington Hall.  The design is conventional and follows 
the accepted pattern adopted at the time of building. 
 
The church was licensed for worship in 1861 although not consecrated 

until 1868. It was a chapel of ease to St. Andrew Tarvin until 1956 

when the ‘parish’ was created. 

The church, a Grade II listed building, consists of a south porch, nave, chancel & north vestries on a simple 

plan.  There is a bellcote on the gable of the nave pitched slated roofs.  It is of open structure internally, with 

rock-cut, ashlared sandstone, fairly plain & bold gothic details taken from the late 13th Century. It has good 

Kempe style windows in the chancel and a modern stained glass of 1968 by Wippell Mowbray Ltd at the west 

end.  

The church building is in a good state of repair. 

A small Church Lounge, built in 1986, provides space for small social 

gatherings, meetings and children’s activities and is available for hire to the 

local village community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church yard is quite large and is maintained by a small group of volunteers.  An issue in the next few years 

will be the closure to new graves because it is almost full. 

 

There is also a relatively modern vicarage which was purpose built about 1980. 

This is almost next door to the lounge but separated from it by hedges and a public 

footpath. The building is in good condition (with a recently installed modern fitted 

kitchen), and has a good sized garden.  

The East Window The West Window 

Church Modernisation Project 

Over the past three years a modernisation project has been developed which involves 

replacing pews with comfortable chairs, removing a very large font which causes 

congestion by the main door, installing our first accessible toilet and building a small 

kitchenette and store room at the west end of the nave. In addition to these main 

changes there will also be a new audio visual system and new lightweight liturgical 

furniture. 

A faculty application for this work has been submitted and it is hoped that full approval 

will be obtained in March 2019. The cost estimate for the work is £200,000. Some fund raising has already 

started and we currently have about half of this amount. A formal launch of a fund raising project is targeted 

for mid 2019.  

Artist’s impression 



We are a village church serving a community of people of varying ages and tastes (in music and worship) and we 
strive for wide appeal by offering a range of worship styles. 
 
On Sundays there is a 9am service of either said Holy Communion (BCP) or Morning Worship with traditional 
hymns. The usual congregation attendance is 10-20. 
 
At 10.30am we hold a range of services (CW) during the month, either Holy Communion (twice), Morning or 
Family Worship or Informal Worship.  Members of the congregation read the Bible lessons, lead intercessions 
and assist at Communion, as well as providing a warm welcome as sidesmen and women. The clergy robe for 
communion services, but not for family and informal services. Liturgy is printed on home produced leaflets and 
follows CW fairly closely. The liturgy, hymns and songs are also projected onto a screen at several services. 
Young people nearly always start in the service before going out to their learning. Congregation numbers for a 
‘normal’ service are 25-40 adults and 3-8 children. 

 
Overlaid onto this pattern of services, are both a monthly shared service 
with the KMC (alternately home or away) and a number of special services. 
Examples annually include Duke of Edinburgh Award service, Folk Festival, 
Holiday Club, village Remembrance and Good Friday reflective service, all of 
which are attended by a significant number of non-regular churchgoers of 
various ages and interests.  
 
Periodically on Sunday afternoons, usually at 4pm, there are special services 
such as Harvest Praise, annual Memorial (All Souls), and Carol services. 

Under discussion is the future of the bi-monthly ‘St Philip’s Alternative Church Experience’ event (SPACE), held 
in the community centre which has achieved some success over the past 4 years in attracting people who would 
not otherwise join our worship in the church building.  

 
Once a month there is a midweek morning communion 
service and  St Philip’s and KMC together also facilitate a 
monthly afternoon communion service at the local care 
home (Sable cottage) and a fortnightly assembly in the 
local primary school  
 
 
 

Historically there have been two or three Readers in the parish.   We currently 
have two, Mr. John Diggle and Mrs. Lis Wye (Reader Emeritus).  In July 2019 we 
will be joined for the first time by a part-time curate. 
 

Worship 

Music is very much at the heart of worship at St Philip’s and is highly valued by the congregation as an integral 

part of our praise.  To the left of the chancel behind two choir pews is a small two-manual organ in full working 

order and two years ago, thanks to a gift of monies, the church purchased a beautiful Kawai digital piano which 

is usually played from the front left of the nave. Hymn singing is accompanied by the organ or piano, 

supplemented by our music group (vocalists, guitar, flute, violin and keyboard) and choir at some services.  We 

use a mixture of musical styles from the traditional to the contemporary as is appropriate for a church in a 

village community which aims to be as broadly appealing and as accessible to all as possible, with different styles 

being used relevant to the different services. We have two sets of hymn books, Complete Mission Praise and 

Music 



Hymns Ancient and Modern: New Standard Version, a substantial filing system of choral sheet music and sacred 

settings and a set of maroon-coloured choir robes which are worn from time to time, particularly at most of the 

‘special’ services mentioned above.  

We are currently seeking a new Musical Director, accomplished on the organ and piano and in rehearsing and 

directing choirs, to lead and coordinate into the future and advance St Philip’s musical heritage.  We are 

fortunate to have a number of good musicians amongst the congregation who support with playing the piano 

and contributing to the music group, but there are many more people keen to participate – in the choir, for 

example. At the moment we are relying on these musical volunteers and visiting organists to lead our music.  

A choir has always been at the centre of Sunday morning worship to lead the singing and help everyone learn 

new hymns and songs. Of late, in the absence of a Musical Director, the frequency and size of the choir 

presence has dwindled, but the core members are keen and committed and there is a real appetite amongst 

the congregation and choir members alike to grow the choir again.  Regular rehearsals have provided fun and 

fellowship in the past and for a few, the choir is what has kept them within the regular church community. In 

addition to Sunday morning services, the choir sings at the special 

services through the year.  

Kelsall is definitely a musically-appreciative village and St Philip’s 

the setting for many a concert. This was particularly the case 

during our 150th Anniversary year when a series of celebratory 

concert performances were held  and ranged from the Holberg 

Sinfonia and Northop Silver Band to local choral ensemble, the 

Vale Royal Singers. 

Prayer 

The main dedicated prayer events in 2018 were: 
 
 a monthly prayer workshop, based on a spiritual study 
 a monthly ‘First Saturday Breakfast’ is an opportunity for us to pray together for the needs of both the 

Church and the wider parish community.   
 Monday morning ‘prayers for Kelsall’ session held in church 
 
Intercessions in the Sunday services are provided by a number of church members. 
 
From time to time we hold a prayer day or half-day, usually for a specific purpose. In 2018 there was one for 
Thanksgiving for the 150th Anniversary, and another for guidance during this vacancy.  

Housegroups 

Four or five house groups of 6 -12 people meet, mostly fortnightly. They study different books or courses and 
the leaders meet with each other from time-to–time. They are all different in membership make-up, and most 
have been taking place for well over a decade.  Generally each year a group undertakes the Christianity 
Explored course, to attract new members. 



Funerals 

We have about 10-15 funerals every year, conducted by the vicar or one of the Readers. There is a local funeral 
director who has much of the ‘business’, with whom the connection is very strong. Relationships with other 
funeral directors are more tenuous. Many cremations are conducted at a private enterprise facility outside 
Northwich.  
 
A card of sympathy is always sent to the next of kin, and, where possible and appropriate, contact is maintained 
with them afterwards. Our annual memorial service reaches out to the recently bereaved and invites members 
of the community to remember their loved ones. 
 

Baptisms 

We have between 4-9 baptisms every year. Before the day of the baptism the family are invited to join a Sunday 
service where the family are welcomed into the Church family and short, formal, Thanksgiving prayers are said 
for the child. Some baptisms take place during a family service and some after the morning service. 
 
A baptism visitor is assigned to each family and visits them to explain what will happen during the services. They 
attend the service to support the family and present the baptism candle and try to maintain links with the family, 
visiting to deliver a baptism anniversary card. 

Marriages 

The number of marriages varies from zero to about four during the year (three booked for 2019), with marriage 
preparation beforehand. More recently, part of the marriage preparation has involved a lunch for all the couples 
together, with major input from a church couple with young teenage children.  The choir is available to be 
booked to sing at weddings, should the couple so desire. 
 

Children and Young People 

Children and young people are a key part of life at St Philip’s and many of our outreach activities aim to 

connect with more of them and their families.  

 

Splash, Little Fish, Junior Church 

A Sunday school, Splash, for school-age children, and a pre-school group, Little Fish, have been run for many 
years during the 10.30am service on term-time Sundays by a dedicated group of leaders. Taking place mainly 
in the St Philip’s Church Lounge but variously also in the vicarage or Community Centre, the children meet to 
share a bible story and connect with its meaning through song, craft and games. Over the last 6 months, as 
school-aged children have dwindled in number and long-serving leaders decided to take a break, our children 
have joined with those at KMC in their weekly Junior Church, which takes a 
very similar format.   
 
 
Whatever group 

Whatever is a group for young people (typically Year 6 and above) which also 

meets during the Sunday morning service to catch up over a drink and cake, 

read bible passages and explore what it means to be a Christian by sharing 

ideas and doing quizzes and activities together. When the first members of 



the group were asked what they wanted to be called they just shrugged their shoulders 

and said “Whatever” – we all liked it so it stuck! Using the Roots materials, the group is 

led by five leaders from St Philip’s and has a regular membership of around 10 young 

people from the two churches.  

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Club 

A major outreach event at the end of the school year is the 

annual week-long Holiday Club, to which children from both 

churches and the village school are invited.  This is led by St 

Philip’s and run jointly with KMC in their premises.  Around 50 

primary school age children take part every year and the 

children play games, sing, take part in crafts and all the time 

they are having fun whilst learning about Jesus.  The club incorporates a 

Sunday service and a family barbecue on Kelsall Green. 

 

Hope Journey 

This is another major outreach event which is organised by Kelsall Methodist Church and is staffed by members 

of both churches.  It involves liaison with several local primary schools. Three hundred children a year attend age

-related workshops which bring to life the festivals of Christmas (for Year 2), Easter  (for Year5) and 

Remembrance (For Year6). As well as learning from these workshops, children very much enjoy the varied 

experiences and this is reflected in the positive feedback from schools.  

 

St Philip’s Youth Club 

St Philip’s Youth Club has been held in the Community Centre once every 3 weeks on Friday nights during term 

time.  It is open to young people of secondary school age, but is typically most popular with Year 7s and 8s. 

Activities are organised and coordinated by a leader supported by a team of parents.  Activities include table 

tennis, table football, air hockey, badminton, indoor curling and time to socialise.  

 

St Philip’s Duke of Edinburgh Group  

There has been a Duke of Edinburgh group in Kelsall for 10 years. Each year the annual Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards ceremony is held at St Philip’s church.  This service is a celebration of the young 
people’s achievement and is also a way of welcoming the teenagers and their parents to our 
church – many for the first time.  
 

The DofE Award scheme in the village and St. Philip’s Youth Club both operate under the auspices 

of St Philip’s for the purposes of overarching management, insurance and safeguarding.  

Finances 

St Philip’s major annual expenditure is the Parish Share which amounts to 68% of total expenditure. We have 

always managed to pay this share although at times it has resulted in a deficit which has been funded from 

reserves. The parish share in 2018 was £57,469 (0.75 of a person).  



Offertories for 2018 were £57230.  There are 71 families in our planned giving scheme and the overall average 

weekly donation for all giving per family was £14 in 2018, as compared with the average for Chester diocese of 

£12.81 in 2016. 

Our giving has been driven by an annual stewardship campaign to encourage people to review and increase their 

giving.  Overall, with the continued support of members of the congregation, we have been able to meet the 

significant increase in the Parish share. In addition to this our 2018 accounts included £7,000 for Mission Giving, 

which represents about 10% of the pledged giving of the previous year.  

Maintenance of the church and churchyard is carried out by a team of volunteers. Other groups do the general 

cleaning and decorating of the church and many other unseen jobs.  

Mission and Outreach 

St Philip’s Mission is to Connect our Community with God. To this end we engage in a number of outreach 

activities and with various Mission Partners, within the Parish, Diocese and in the wider world. 

Our church stands in a prominent position in the heart of the village and we reach out to our neighbours in many 

ways:  

Our vicar was a welcome visitor at the primary school, where he led a monthly assembly.  Visits to the school are 

being continued during our vacancy period and we welcome visits from school children to church, for example 

for our Crib and Christingle services in December.   

Our Care Group is an important part of our outreach. Group members regularly visit isolated and sick members 

of our church community at home or in hospital. Our local old people’s home has also been visited regularly by 

previous incumbents and the contact will be maintained by one of our lay readers during the vacancy.  

One recent initiative is to visit newcomers to our village to welcome them, make them aware that St. Philip’s is 

there for them, and to present them with a gift of a plant for their garden. 



Communication about the Church is given in: 

 A weekly notice sheet 

 Bi-monthly Parish News magazine 

 Website & Facebook account 

 Notice boards 

 Annual APCM report 

 Occasional direct email shot 

 

There is a Church Walking group which has been meeting once a month for over 20 years, bringing together 

members of our community, many of whom are from other denominations or have no faith. This group 

represents a key point of contact with them and is a great opportunity for witness. 

In 2018, St. Philip’s celebrated its 150th anniversary and invited villagers to join us in a 

variety of events, including several concerts in church and a ceilidh in the community 

centre. Our 150th anniversary coincided with the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1 

and we set up a project which saw the creation of over 3000 poppies – one for every 

member of our community – all lovingly made by many village organisations, groups 

and individuals. There was a much-admired display for our anniversary weekend which 

was repeated for the 100-year celebration of the World War I armistice. 

The church building is open every day and our visitor’s book tells us that many people, 

both local and from further afield, appreciate the welcome they receive at St Philip’s. 

Each year St. Philip’s gives 10% of its income in support of mission partners both in the UK and abroad. A key 

objective has been to support organisations where we feel able to get to know the organisation and to develop 

a long term relationship.  We currently support eight organisations / individuals.  

Each year members of our congregation, along with members of Kelsall Methodist Church, are involved in 

delivering envelopes and collecting donations during Christian Aid Week.  The two churches also distribute a 

joint Christmas Card to all  houses in the Village. 

 


