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Foreword from the Archdeacon of Berkshire 
 
In the following pages you will meet the congregation of St John’s and St Stephen’s, Reading – a 
lively, thoughtful, intelligent congregation who are committed to living out their faith in the 
everyday.  Here is a group of people who are interested in theology, the arts, making connections 
with the local community and serving the needs of society in a UPA Presence and Engagement 
parish in the centre of Reading.   
 
They are seeking a new vicar who will gather them, nurture their creativity and lead them into new 
missional ventures in relation to their expanding and varied community. 
 
There are several things which mark this post out from others: 
 
St John’s church and CE primary school share the same buildings.  This means that there is an 
unusually close relationship between the church and school communities, and the clergy are able to 
play an important and appreciated role in the life of the school.  A weekday café in the building, 
used by school parents, is one of the points of contact for engagement and pastoral care. 
 
St John’s and St Stephen’s is a relatively affluent congregation in the midst of an area of 
deprivation, and recognising this, has generosity is in its veins.  Members of the congregation have 
been responsible for establishing a number of now self-standing social action projects, and the PCC 
gives away 22% of its income to local and wider social action and mission work.   
 
The vibe of this church is a commitment to curiosity, exploration, discovery, engagement through 
the arts and intelligent discussion.  Work with children and young people has always been 
important to this church, and there is a strong commitment to including people of all ages in its life.  
For several years a group of young people has gone to Taizé, and many are regular attenders at 
Greenbelt.   
 
The congregation has a longstanding and effective commitment to environmental justice and 
sustainability and this year achieved the Eco-Church Silver award. 
 
If you would like an informal conversation, do feel free to contact me, or to arrange an informal 
visit to the parish, please contact the churchwardens: 
Rosemary Croft rosemaryacroft@gmail.com 
Ian Maynard  ian.maynard2@ntlworld.com 
 
 
 
The Venerable Olivia Graham 
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MEET ST JOHN & ST STEPHEN’S 
 
St John and St Stephen’s is a unique church in the heart of a fascinating and vibrant parish in East 
Reading. Through its 40 years it has explored with both rigor and joy what it means to live out a 
realistic Christianity for our time and place.  It’s a church where faith, culture, art and theology are 
explored deeply, where those wounded by life and church can find a home, and where love and 
community are shared with no expectations. Through sacramental worship and in all our activities 
within our parish we are exploring the fulness of life with God.  
 
 
There are three components to our church life:  
 
• our Sunday worship, and pastoral care 
• our School, parents teachers and children, and 
• our Community, our neighbours and our parish. 
 
 

 
The congregation of St John and St Stephen’s  
comprises a friendly and supportive bunch of 
people who are good at welcoming 
newcomers. We seek to inspire individuals so 
they can have a Kingdom impact where they 
live and work – we are not a “Sunday only” 
church. We are a highly engaged congregation, 
positive and supportive of one another, and 
genuinely getting on with each other. We are 
seeking someone who is comfortable working 

in a place that has a wide range of churchmanship and will enjoy sharing an ongoing search for 
understanding of what it means to be Christians and a community of faith today. We strive to be an 
inclusive church. Mission is important to us but we prefer the ‘taste and see’ approach to one that 
is prescriptive about belief.  
 
St John’s School is an integral part of our church, and we share our buildings. The school and the 
café provide valuable points of contact with our local community. The parish is an urban priority 
area, multi faith and multi-ethnic; it is a “Presence & Engagement” parish and many from our 
church are involved with local community projects.  
 
We are committed to bringing God’s kingdom at home and abroad and tackling the current issues 
of climate change, poverty and the environment; and we give away 22% of our church general 
income each year (almost £20,000 in 2018). We are proud to be an Eco Church and earlier this year 
we received the Silver award.   

COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 

CHURCH 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The parish of St John the Evangelist, for which the Simeon’s Trustees are patrons, is situated on the 
east side of Reading, with the church itself a 15 minute walk long the canal to the town centre. 
Reading is a University town, well connected by rail (25 minutes to Paddington) and road (40 
minutes along the M4 to Heathrow). It has a first division football team, a vibrant night life and an 
extensive shopping centre, as well as being the home of many IT companies. Just outside the parish 
is the large Royal Berkshire Hospital and an extensive park, Palmer Park (originally given by Huntley 
& Palmers). The Kennet & Avon canal, the river Thames and the Chilterns provide beautiful 
accessible countryside. 
 
The parish is in a challenging part of Reading and includes significant numbers of people from 
minority ethnic backgrounds, mainly Nepali and Pakistani. It is a ‘Presence & Engagement’ parish 
and has been declared an urban priority area. The church building is about 40 years old, 
constructed as a Parish Centre with the Primary School, in conjunction with regeneration and 
reconstruction of the immediate locality.  
 
Historically our roots are as an open evangelical church and for some of us this identity remains, 
but today the congregation includes many from very diverse backgrounds and we prefer to avoid 
labels altogether. We respect, enjoy and indeed take pride in the variety of our traditions because 
our friendship and common journey with God are greater than these. We draw inspiration from 
across the Church of England and beyond: Taizé, the Iona Community, Urban Saints, Greenbelt, 
Christian Aid, Tearfund and the Bible Society. We are held together by love for Jesus, and our desire 
to put our faith into action.  
 
 
WHO WE ARE 
 
The church electoral roll has averaged 100 over the last five years. There has always been a fairly 
steady flow of people in and out of church membership, mainly as they move to or from the area. 
The average number of communicants at our 10:30am service has been about 80 - this includes an 
average of twelve children who take the bread with us. The 2018 Christmas Carol service saw 158 
people in church, and on Easter Sunday 2019 116 people 
took communion. 
 
About 40% of the people currently involved with St. John’s 
live within the parish boundaries and a further 45% live 
within 2 miles of the church. The eight cycle racks outside 
church are often full. Although we are not really reflective 
of the people in the immediate neighbourhood, we are 
committed to providing a centre for our parish and 
engaging with the community.  
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Most age groups are represented in the congregation although we are very conscious that the age 
profile of the long-termers has been rising. In the last 12 months the number of children and young 
families attending church on Sundays has reduced significantly.  
 
A SHARED OPPORTUNITY 

The Parish Centre (church and school) was purpose-built 40 
years ago and significantly extended in 2013 to enable the 
school to double its intake and the church to increase the 
size of the worship area. All the buildings are in good 
condition (a Quinquennial inspection took place in April 
2019). A car park exists alongside the church and school 
buildings, jointly owned by the church and school.  
 
 

The church has an open worship space which can 
be used in a flexible, creative way. Usually we sit 
“in the round”, with the communion table placed 
at the centre. The sacramental furniture was 
made by a former member of the congregation 
and we appreciate the beauty of our worship 
space. To one side of the main worship area there 
is an informal seating area known as the gallery. 
Accessible from the worship area are the vestry, 
office, quiet room and the refectory, 
incorporating a kitchen and the café.  
 

The church and school have a symbiotic 
relationship: the church worship space is 
regularly used by the school for school worship 
and also for drama and music lessons, whilst out 
of school hours, the school areas are available for 
church and community activities (eg: the Sunday 
children’s groups and the Child Contact Centre - 
see below).  
Next to the church is a house which was designed 
as a single entity but is now let as two 
independent dwellings. The rental income 
supports church expenses.  

 
 
 
 



  

7 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 
Our 10.30 Sunday service, centred around the 
altar table, is warm, reverent and a focus for 
worship each week. Order One Contemporary 
Eucharist is used, adapted to be appropriate 
for all ages once a month. We are fortunate to 
have a ministry team comprising three LLMs, 
three retired clergy and the University of 
Reading Anglican Chaplain, all of whom assist 
in providing thought-provoking and varied 
teaching in the sermon slots. Spirituality is 
diverse but people are open and usually enjoy 
trying new approaches (see our website www.stjohnandstephen.co.uk). We involve people from 
every part of the church family in our services and so, for example, there is a rota to lead the 
prayers and read the lessons. A weekly information sheet is produced for each Sunday service. 
Copies of the Bible (NRSV) are available at the church entrance to be taken into worship if desired.  

 
On all Sundays except the first Sunday of each month, 
there are separate children’s activities during part of the 
service and there is a crèche in the café. The children 
return during administration of the communion to take 
bread with their families. On the first Sunday of each 
month is an all-age worship service, which the children 
lead and together gather around the table to help with 
the consecration and administration of the sacraments.  
 

There are few funerals (one last year), baptisms (three last year) and fewer weddings  
(none last year).  
 
 
MUSIC IN CHURCH 

Music is an integral part of our worship at St John and 
St Stephen’s. There is a small group who select and 
arrange music for each service. The piano is the basis 
for our music and we are fortunate to have a very 
talented group of musicians playing a variety of 
instruments on different Sundays. We gather an 
enthusiastic and talented group of 25 – 30 singers who 
practise and perform at special services such as the 
carol service. Our choice of music is fairly eclectic. 
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CHURCH-RELATED ACTIVITIES 
 
1. CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Youth/Children’s Groups  
 

These take place on Sunday mornings and the 
numbers of children in total can range from 12 to 26. 
On the second Sunday of the month the children meet 
together for Godly Play. On the third Sunday we have 
groups based on ages with Climbers aged 3-6, 
Exclaimers aged 7-10 and Pathfinders aged 11-14. On 
the fourth Sunday there is ‘Children’s Praise’, when all 
of the children are together and sing, hear a Bible 
story and do a craft. The Pathfinders group holds a 

couple of social events each term, and a group for older teenagers has also started meeting in a 
home twice each month. 
 

 

Taizé Visit 
A small group of young people and leaders has gone each 
year for the last eight years to Taizé and come back renewed 
and often transformed! 

 
 
Monday Monsters 
This is a group for pre-school children and their carers, meeting on Monday afternoons. The group 
is small at present, comprising 5-10 children and 4-8 mums, and reflects the ethnicity of the parish. 
It is an opportunity to get to know people and offer one another considerable support.  
 
Scouts and Cubs  
There has been a sponsored Scout Group attached to St John’s church since 1920. The group now 
offers boys and girls from the local community the opportunity of doing traditional scouting. The 
group is currently small with only 5-6 Cubs. 
 
RE-Inspired 
This is a separate ecumenical group, including several volunteers from St John’s, which goes into 
some local primary and secondary schools to take lessons and share creatively what Christians 
believe, helping to deliver that part of the religious education syllabus which covers the  
Christian faith. 
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2. FELLOWSHIP, GROWTH AND LOCAL COMMUNITY 
 
Homegroups 
We have three, large, lay-led homegroups, meeting weekly. Each group organises its own 
programme. Some of the home groups include members who do not attend on Sundays. There is a 
fourth weekly women’s group called Oasis that meets in the church. 
 

Sunday Lunch 
On the first Sunday of most months, following our 
all-age worship service, there is a church lunch 
together. The lunches are prepared by different 
members of the congregation and all are invited to 
stay. The number of people partaking is often in 
excess of sixty. 
 
 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
This takes place every weekday morning Monday 
to Friday at 9am in the church during term times 
with a small, varied group of people. 
 
Week of Accompanied Prayer 
This was run for the first time in 2018 and was a 
highlight of the church year. Five guides met daily 
for a week with 28 parishioners aiming to deepen 
their walk with Christ. In the evenings well-
attended talks were given on different ways of 
praying.   
 
Café  
The café is open every weekday morning in school term time. It is 
available to parents after their children have been dropped off at 
school and any church members who wish to join. It is an informal 
group with an average of 10 attending most mornings and is 
supported by Tanya, our Parish Centre Manager.  
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Fireside 
Every Tuesday morning (9.45 – 11.30) in term time the 
Curate leads an informal discussion group looking at aspects 
of life, where faith might (or might not) be relevant. It is 
well attended and many look forward to this each week. 
 
 

  
 
Café Communion  
A regular communion takes place on a Thursday at 
10:45am, with about 10 to 15 people attending - a mixture 
of Sunday worshippers and those who don’t usually come 
to church on Sunday. The service is followed by coffee 
around the table and often leads to involved discussions, 
fun and cakes! 
 

The Jacket Potato Club  
This is a weekly opportunity for older people (and some others) from the parish and outside to 
meet and have lunch together. At the moment 10 to 20 people come each Tuesday. 

 
NEWT 
This is our quarterly Newtown magazine (with no advertising), and 
is delivered to every house and flat in the parish. The first NEWT 
was produced in Easter 2013. A look through copies on the 
website will give a window into the life of our church, café, two 
schools and wider parish. We currently produce 3,550 copies, 630 
of which go to the two primary schools, approx. 150 to church and 
café, and the remainder delivered across the parish. 
http://stjohnandstephen.co.uk/new-parish-magazine/ 
 

 
English Class 
Currently about 20-30 women attend the English Class each Monday. Nearly all the women are 
Nepali and range from beginner to fairly advanced. The teachers are drawn from St John’s and 
other churches in the Reading area. 
 
Lent Films 
The church holds a regular film night during the Lent season. This started ten years ago, themed 
around a hidden topic binding the five sometimes obscure films together. After Easter an evening 
meal is held to discuss the resulting joy, tears, shock and discovery that have taken place. This has 
become increasingly popular each year and recently 50 have attended. Homegroups stop or meet 
on different evenings during Lent to give people the opportunity to come to film night.  
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3. LOOKING OUTWARD 
 
CommuniCare 
CommuniCare is the information, advice and support centre for the people of East Reading. It 
started over twenty years ago, operating from a broom cupboard but is now a registered charity 
with its own premises. Two church members are Trustees, one of whom is the Chair. There are nine 
paid staff (all part time), two of whom are members of St John’s, and 27 volunteers (many from St 
John’s). Between them they see over 300 clients a month on a wide range of matters, many about 
benefits or housing.  
See https://www.communicare.org.uk/ 
 
Hope Into Action House 
The church has adopted a house in the parish for homeless 
women, working with an organisation called Hope into Action. 
Regular prayer and designated visitors support the house, which 
currently accommodates three women and two children.  
 
Child Contact Centre 
The Child Contact Centre provides a safe neutral place where 
children of divorced or separated parents can meet the other non-
resident parent. It is a separately constituted charity which 
operates in the school hall and café on the second and fourth 
Sunday afternoons each month. Currently eleven families are attending but there is a constant 
turnover. It is affiliated to the National Association of Child Contact Centres and run by eleven 
trained volunteers, mostly from St John’s and Wycliffe Baptist Churches. It is one of two such 
centres in Reading. See www.readingchildcontactcentre.org.uk 
 
Giving to Mission 
This group administers the money allocated for ‘mission’ (22% of general income – £19,500 in 
2018). It meets three to four times per year and reports to the PCC. About 40% of our mission 
money goes to support Christian work in our local community, eg: CommuniCare (see above). In the 
past the church has had strong links with Nepal, Bangladesh, Chile and China. We actively support 
CMS (the Church Mission Society) and also have speakers from, and send money to Christian Aid. 
There is a sponsored walk locally each Christian Aid week in which some church members take part.  
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World Issues 
Many members are actively involved in issues such as 
trade justice. Several times a year members of the 
congregation stand up to talk about current issues and 
campaigns, signing postcards and petitions, and joining 
in demonstrations, both local and national. Some of this 
was reflected in our 2017 ‘Dazzle’ festival at which Kate 
Raworth (author of Doughnut Economics) spoke. Last 
year we hosted a diocese-wide event at which Rachel 
Mash, Environmental coordinator at the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa, spoke. There is, every Sunday, a Traidcraft stall at the back of the 
church. 
 
We have the Silver award as an Eco-Church and a lively Eco Group with a blog called ‘Greening St 
Johns’. http://greeningstjohns.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
THE MINISTRY TEAM  
 
Our curate, Revd. Gary Collins, is due to move on in summer 2019. There are 
three retired clergy who are active members of the congregation, all of whom 
have permission to officiate in our parish, and one of whom, the Revd. 
Christine Bainbridge is our Associate Priest. The University of Reading 
Anglican Chaplain, Revd. Mark Laynesmith, regularly worships with us and by 
invitation preaches and occasionally celebrates with us. The church has three 
LLMs all of whom assist with preaching; one also leads the worship and 
another helps with Children’s Praise each month. 
 
The church is supported by a part-time Parish Centre Manager, Tanya Penn, 
who provides about 20 hours assistance each week in term time. 
 
 
 
FINANCE 
 
We are blessed with adequate finance to support the running of our church and we pay our Parish 
Share and all other expenses in full. The church has various ethical investments, in both the Church 
of England Investment Fund and the Charities Official Investment Fund. A full copy of last year’s 
accounts can be found in the Annual Report and Financial Statements. 
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SCHOOLS and COLLEGES 
 
There are two primary schools in the parish - St John’s which is part of our Parish Centre, and New 
Town. Along with a third church school, New Christ Church Primary, both are members of the 
Berkshire Schools Trust. Three of our congregation are school governors at New Christ Church. Our 
previous Vicar was one of the founding Trustees of this Academy Trust. 
 
St John’s School is an aspirational and 
supportive church school community, 
working together to wonder, trust and 
achieve. It strives to recognise life’s rich 
opportunities, while developing talented, 
lifelong learners, through respect, empathy, 
hope, trust and wonder. 
 
The school almost doubled in size when it 
was extended in 2013 to accommodate a 
two-form intake and there are now 420 boys 
and girls enrolled in reception to year 6, with a further 60 in the nursery. Four church members are 
school governors and the Vicar is normally a member of the school Local Governing Body. 
 
The school, whose Head teacher is Martina Parsons, is proud of its multi-cultural nature but is 
emphatic in its responsibility to promote the values of the Church of England. As a consequence the 
school is in demand from parents of all faiths who want to ensure that their children are educated 
in an environment where God is respected. Recent school presentations at Harvest and Easter have 
been quite outstanding, the latter described by one Muslim mother with children in the school as 
'very moving'. For ten years the school has been rated by Ofsted as ‘Outstanding’ but following the 
recent doubling in size, its most recent Ofsted in December 2018 rated it as ‘Requiring 
improvement.’ The last SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) inspection, 
this spring term, judged the school as ‘Good in all aspects’. www.stjohns.reading.sch.uk 
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William Payne Trustees 
The Revd. William Payne, who was a Vicar of St John’s church over 100 years ago, left a benefaction 
which is managed by Trustees, all of whom are church members. These funds are used for the 
benefit of the school and currently pay for musical tuition and the purchase of resources.  
 
New Town Primary School is a short walk from the church, 
beside the Kennet & Avon canal. It takes pride in its diverse 
community (80% of the 270 pupils are Asian) and has long had 
very close links with St John’s school. New Town describes itself 
as a school family working together in partnership to develop a 
love of learning and respect for one another.  
See https://www.newtown.reading.sch.uk/ 
 
The area is served by several secondary schools, within easy reach of the parish.  
 
Reading College is a further education establishment for 16-18 year olds, has 8,500 students and is 
located quite close to the church. Our Church has some involvement in pastoral care in the college.  
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THE PARISH AND COMMUNITY 
 
At the 2011 census the parish comprised 8,216 people (just under 4% of the population of Reading) 
in approximately 2,250 flats and houses. In 2010 a new development of 765 new homes (Kenavon 
Drive) was built in the parish across the canal. It is estimated that the population has grown by 
around 5% since the census and there is another housing development of 2,000 new homes 
planned at the west end of the parish.  
 
The parish can be divided into four main areas (see map). The first two of these are collectively 
known as Newtown. 
 

1.  The area between Liverpool Road and Cumberland Road 
consists of late Victorian terraced houses, with one or two 
newer developments. There are two mosques and a Sikh 
gurdwara in this area. 
 
 
 

2.  The area from Cumberland Road to the west end of Orts 
Road was redeveloped in the early to mid-1970s, with a mixture 
of houses and flats plus some Council and housing association 
properties, and includes the Parish Centre.  
 
 
 
 

3.  The third area is from the west end of Orts Road to the 
southern and western boundaries of the parish, again 
comprising mainly terraced houses, together with a number of 
newer and redeveloped high rise flats and also a few larger 
properties. This area includes a Polish Catholic congregation 
housed in the original St John’s church building. 
 

 
4.  The fourth area is a new housing development, known as 
Kennet Walk and Kenavon Drive, located to the north of the 
Kennet & Avon canal. There is a footbridge across the canal 
joining the new estate with the older one where the church is 
situated. The development comprises a mixture of Council- and 
privately-owned flats and houses. 
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Contained within the area are a small number of corner shops, mostly 
general stores. The only concentrated area of shops is around 
Cemetery Junction. Also, within the boundaries of the parish are 
various purpose-built office complexes. 
 
There are four other Christian congregations in the area - 
Wycliffe Baptist Church, Calvary Family Church, Mountain of Fire 
and Miracles Ministries, and a Polish Catholic church. 

 
 
 
PARISH STATISTICS 
 
The parish deprivation rate is 3,455/12,599, where 1 is the most deprived parish in England. Key 
information from the 2011 census shows that: 
 
• 61% of the population of the area is aged between 18 and 44 (equivalent figure for Reading 

and nationally is 44%) with a further 17% aged under 15 (25% of households are claiming Child 
Benefit).  

• We are a Presence & Engagement parish.34% of the population are of faiths other than 
Christianity;  http://www.presenceandengagement.org.uk/oxford  The Asian population, which 
is over 75% Muslim, is mainly concentrated in and around Cemetery Junction and the eastern 
end of the parish. The remaining 25% is mainly Nepali. 

• 35% of the population is single and a further 10% is separated, divorced or widowed. 
• 6% of the parish is aged over 65 (national average 16%). Some live in sheltered 

accommodation. 
• The parish forms part of two electoral wards, Park and Abbey, both of which are within the top 

30% most deprived wards in England. In terms of housing deprivation they are both within the 
top 5% most deprived wards in England.  
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OUR FUTURE INCUMBENT 
 
A Team Leader 
We are blessed in having a number of capable, committed members (both lay and ordained), who 
are used to helping and taking the initiative where needed. Our new Vicar needs to be secure 
enough in their own leadership and walk with God to delight in this, whilst steering with a gentle 
but firm hand, so that everyone can see how their contribution fits into the bigger picture. Our 
leaders thrive with appropriate support and nurture, through face to face meetings, shared prayer 
and informal contact. Within this framework we want our Vicar to feel able to pursue their own 
particular focus - we are open to change and to fresh expressions of faith. 
 
Our Mission Challenges 
 
1. Community - to engage constructively with the whole diverse community, including those with 

faith and those with none, so that we become more of a neighbourhood church. There are 
2,000 new homes being built in addition to the Kenavon Drive development across the canal. 
We want to build on the existing links, such as those attending the church café and Fireside, 
who otherwise have little church connection. 
 

2. School - to foster the strong bond between St John’s school and church, and to be a source of 
support for the school, especially the leadership. 

 
3. Church 
- to expand the children’s work, continuing to build on the solid foundation this church has  

with children. 
- to deepen the faith of every member of the congregation further, especially in the growing 

interest areas of prayer and spirituality; 
- to provide appropriate nurture for those new to the faith (perhaps using Emmaus, or the 

Pilgrim Course); 
- to work positively with the congregation’s commitment to put faith into action in a variety of 

ways; and 
- to co-ordinate and further develop pastoral care, including the homegroup network. 
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So we are looking for 
• A thoughtful preacher who combines an appreciation of beauty and order in worship, leading 

to intimacy in and deepening of our relationship with God.  
• Someone who has enthusiasm for working with children and young people and a particular 

interest in children’s education and their growth in faith.  
• Someone with experience of community engagement, and concern about people and 

neighbourhood issues so as to facilitate a connection with the gospel and ‘make Christ known’; 
who will enjoy living in this vibrant and diverse part of Reading.  

• Someone who is empathetic towards people from diverse backgrounds, who loves working 
with and caring for them and is able to offer practical and pastoral support. 

• Someone who takes listening to God seriously and reflects on their ministry, balancing their 
time between the life of the school, community and church. 

Most of all we are looking for someone called by God to come into relationship with us. 

We are conscious of the importance of the emotional and spiritual well-being and resilience of our 
incumbent and will do our utmost to support them in their ministry. We would encourage them to 
meet regularly with a spiritual director, and to respect the balance between work and the rest of 
life. We will gladly pay for an annual retreat, in addition to all expenses of office. 
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HOUSING - FROM THE AREA DEAN 
 
The town of Reading is changing significantly, with around 30,000 new dwellings being built across 
the town, 15,000 of which will be in the town centre. Part of this building will be in the parish and 
will create a new community by the canal. In order to establish a presence among that new 
community, the diocese is currently engaging with the developers to explore buying a house in that 
area. This will not only enable the new Incumbent to have a presence within that new community, 
but also to have a Parsonage within the parish boundary for the first time. 
 
Whilst we are waiting for that phase of the building, the current house provided is located a mile 
from the Parish Centre, on Anderson Avenue. This is a good-sized detached house, with four 
bedrooms and two downstairs reception rooms. Once the new parsonage is built, the new 
Incumbent will have the option either to move into the new house, or to remain in this house if 
they would rather not move twice.  The parish centre has good office and meeting space. 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE READING DEANERY 
 
Reading Deanery has one of the largest Synods in the UK and yet it is set within a small 
geographical Deanery area. This provides many opportunities to work together on bringing God 
into the day-to-day lives of the town and the 250,000 people living in the Deanery. 
We have 24 parishes and 26 stipendiary clergy alongside Self-Supporting Ministers, Licensed Lay 
Ministers, priests with Permission to Officiate and strong lay leadership. 
We have an exciting, new Deanery Mission Plan. This Plan has three mission priorities on which we 
are focusing in coming years: 

• leadership development and accountability; 
• increased participation of all people in mission; 
• resourcing – money and partnerships across the Deanery. 

 

We have an active and well-attended Chapter, which meets six times a year. We work closely with 
churches from all denominations and particularly through the Reading Christian Network and 
Churches Together in Reading and Churches Together in Earley and East Reading. 
 
We have an Area Dean, Revd. Dr Graeme Fancourt, and three Assistant Area Deans, Revd Jo 
Williams, Revd. David Walker and Revd. Peter Day. 
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                                “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”




