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Welcome!
Thank you for your interest in this post – I do hope that this
Profile will provide you with the information that you need
and that you might be inspired to come and join us in the
East Riding of Yorkshire.
This is a new post which seeks ensure there is ministerial
provision for the parishes of Etton and Dalton Holme, as
well as provide the opportunity for the post holder to
contribute to the wider life of Beverley deanery.
The House for Duty post is to be responsible for the day to
day life of the two parishes, working alongside their Priest
in Charge, Richard Parkinson. It is envisaged that this new
appointment will be present in the churches on 3 out of the 4 Sundays in a month,
with Richard covering the other Sunday. On the Sunday when the House for Duty
priest is not in either village they will either be ministering in Cherry Burton,
Richard Parkinson’s other parish, or elsewhere in the deanery. Whilst Richard will be
present once a month and will lead the Annual Parochial Meetings, the rest of the
oversight of the parishes’ mission and ministry will fall to the House for Duty priest.
The two villages have a total population of around 500, and so it is envisaged that
this part of the role could be completed in a Sunday plus the equivalent of one day a
week. This leaves a remaining ‘day’ to be offered into the deanery. The exact nature
of this aspect of the role will be determined in conversation with the Area Dean, who
is also Richard Parkinson, and the wider Deanery Leadership Team. It might involve
the development of something new through the particular gifts and interests which
the post holder brings, or support for existing ministries.
The two villages will offer a warm welcome to whoever joins them, Richard will be a
good colleague to work alongside and it is a very attractive part of the country to be
living in – a peaceful rural setting with the vibrant market town of Beverley very
nearby.
With prayers,
Archdeacon Andy Broom
We would welcome speaking to you informally as you consider this post:
Ven Andy Broom
Revd Richard Parkinson

ader@yorkdiocese.org
01482 881659
Rector@stmichaelscherryburton.org.uk 01964 503036
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Introduction
Thank you for taking the time to discover more about the
lovely benefice of Etton with Dalton Holme. In these pages
you will read a little about the journey we have been on as
faithful communities, through the centuries, have sought to
worship God and serve him always. All the pictures in this
profile have been provided by members of both congregations
and show a little of the community at church and home
within this benefice.
The benefice of St. Mary’s Etton with Dalton Holme is made
up of two parishes comprising three small villages; Etton,
South Dalton and

A view from the tower of St. Mary’s
Etton

Holme-on-theWolds with two parish churches; St. Mary’s Etton and St.
Mary’s South Dalton.
Etton is a small village in the East Riding of Yorkshire, on
the edge of the Wolds. It is situated approximately 4 miles
northwest of Beverley town centre. Etton is a ribbon
settlement, with its buildings almost entirely situated either
side of Main Street. Along this street lie the village pub, The
The Kennel Master with the hounds out
for some exercise

Light Dragoon, the Village Hall, the War Memorial and the
village pond. The parish church of St. Mary’s, which is a
grade 2 listed building, stands up on a hill at one end of
the village. The population of Etton is about 300. It is also

home to the Holderness Hunt whose kennels are located at the
southeast of the village, near the church, the old school house and
the old Rectory. The village is surrounded by a landscape of
chalklands, with arable framing. Etton now has only one working
farm in the village. The few children we have in the village go to
Cherry Burton Voluntary Controlled Church of England Primary
School or the various Secondary Schools in Beverley.
The parish of Dalton Holme comprises two villages – South
Dalton and Holme on the Wolds which together have a
population of about 220. The two villages are 2.0 and 2.5 miles

The Annual Tractor Run

from Etton respectively. The population in Dalton Holme parish
is more elderly and the villages are typical of an agricultural estate. The only common amenity is the
public house and restaurant The Pipe and Glass. With the exception of the pub all the properties in
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the villages are owned by The Dalton Estate, of which Lord Hotham is the head. Lord Hotham is also
the Patron of both churches in the benefice and retains a close involvement with St. Mary’s Dalton
Holme.

Who Are We?
Etton
The church is valued as part of the village community and our festival services, Christmas Carol
services, and Harvest are well supported. Concern for the church
is apparent, although our average weekly congregation is small
there is good feeling towards the church. 60 people attended the
Nine Lessons and Carols service, 70 attended the Crib Service, and
22 for Communion on Christmas Day in 2018. We would like to
build on this and move our energy and focus from the
maintenance of a historic building to a church community as the
body of Christ. A worshipping, caring, serving and witnessing
community. Encouraging everyone to know the love of God in
their lives. Etton is a good place to live and with leadership it is

Some ladies of the local
Country Women’s group

felt that there are people who could be encouraged to take a more
active part in church life. We have a service every Sunday at 11am led by Rev. Richard Parkinson, who
is Rector of St. Michael’s Cherry Burton and recently Priest in Charge of Etton with Dalton Holme,
and Dr Mary Munro-Hill, an experienced retired Reader and organist. Our style of worship is
traditional from the Book of Common Prayer, and we use Hymns Ancient and Modern. We are a
friendly, warm, welcoming congregation that work well as a team, and have a successful record of
organising a variety of social fundraising events. These fundraising events have helped to keep the
fabric of the church building in a good state of repair.

Dalton Holme
The congregation has declined in number during the past
two years due to the advancing age of members. Some have
died and others have moved to more suitable
accommodation in Beverley. Until two years ago the average
attendance at Matins was 20 – 25 with some 30 attending for
Holy Communion. During the last two years numbers have
declined to 12-15 for Matins and 15-20 for Holy Communion.
Annual Shoot on Dalton Estate
To raise funds for whole benefice

Due to the nature of a somewhat transient population in the
villages, and the limitations imposed by such a long
interregnum, it has been difficult to produce many activities
which could interest younger members. The operation could
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be described of maintaining a holding operation until the
future clergy staffing arrangements could be clarified.
During the years in which a house for duty priest was in post
four services were undertaken each month using The Book of
Common Prayer and Hymns Ancient and Modern. Matins
was said on two Sunday mornings at 9.30am and Sung
Eucharist on two Sunday at the same times. Evening services
have very rarely taken place. During the past ten years of the
interregnum the same pattern of services has been
maintained, relying on retired priests to officiate.

Quiz Night with pie and peas supper
Etton Fundraising Activity

Our Church Buildings
Etton
“St. Mary’s church at Etton dating from about 1150 is built of stone in the Norman style and consists
of a large western tower, a nave with south aisle and porch and a chancel. A fair proportion of the
present building is the product of extensive restoration and rebuilding work carried out in the
mid-19th Century, but several fine medieval features remain.”

Gail M White, local historian and

writer
One of the finest medieval features in the mid-12th Century west doorway. Another excellent example
is a richly carved Norman tower arch. There are a number of Norman carvings in the church building.
A church building of this age is bursting with interesting historical features it is difficult to know what
to mention. But despite its age the fabric of the building is in good repair. The roof is sound, the last
Quinquennial report in 2017 was good with very few improvements mentioned. There have been no
modern improvements to the church building so we have no facilities on site except for a water
connection. The PCC is investigating the building of toilet
facilities on site and the inclusion of a small kitchen
facility.

Dalton Holme
The old church of South Dalton stood on the grassed area
about 50 yards south of the present site. Like the present
church it was dedicated to St. Mary and was demolished
when the new building was completed in 1861. At the

One of the Garden Fetes held on the
Hotham Estate
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time the two parishes of South Dalton and Holme on the Wolds were united to form the combined
parish of Dalton Holme. The old church of St Peter’s at Holme on the Wolds was then declared
redundant. The famous Victorian architect John Loughborough Pearson designed the church. A
considerable amount of restoration work is being undertaken to maintain the spire and eroded
stonework, in addition to restoring stained glass windows. The church is Grade 1 listed

Harvest offerings at Etton
Donation of fresh food goes to
Salvation Army to feed the homeless

Finances

The famous Pipe and Glass Inn
South Dalton

Etton
The finances of Etton PCC are in a healthy position having increased gradually over the last few
years. This has enabled us to increase the amount of the Freewill Offer which we send to the Diocese
of York. In 2014 our Offer was £1440 and this has risen each year. In 2019 we will give £1920. Etton
PCC own a grass field in the village which brings in a net rental of £214.72.

Dalton Holme
Due to the small numbers of the congregation and the awareness that some of them are of limited
means the majority of the weekly collections is dedicated to building maintenance, building insurance
and churchyard maintenance. Fund raising events are held annually but the church fete has had to be
abandoned due to falling interest in the local residents. A new initiative to raise funds for the church
restoration has been announced: a musical series running from April to July. The church has not had
any heating provided since 1981 which could be seen as a deterrent to attending. The FWO made to
the diocese is £1500. per annum increased by an additional £ 500 whenever possible.

What sort of Priest are we looking for?
We recognise that whilst we are a small benefice of three small villages it has been many years since
we have shared significant ministry together. We would like to remedy this with the help and
leadership of our new Priest in Charge, Rev. Richard Parkinson and you our new House for Duty
priest. We have provided below what each of the congregations have said are the qualities we would
like in our new House for Duty priest.
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Etton
❖

Someone with a pastoral vision and experience, who has a heart for pastoral ministry, and

❖

experience in developing links between church and community.
Someone with good listening skills and an ability to relate well to people across the generations.

❖

Someone to help us to reach those we currently don’t, and to move to growth, to help grow the
church in numbers and discipleship.

❖

Preaching God’s word in a clear and relevant way.

❖

Someone who understands and is sensitive to the issues of rural life and work
❖ Someone to bring spiritual guidance and direction to a good,
small team of faithful people.
❖ Someone

who will work in cooperation with our new Priest

in Charge, Rev Richard Parkinson, to be a caring priestly
presence to the people in Etton.

Dalton Holme
❖A

person well versed in rural affairs and attitudes, preferably

with knowledge of agriculture.
The Good Friday pilgrimage from St.
Mary’s Etton to Cherry Burton

❖ Leadership

style - very much a shepherd guiding rather than

driving.
❖Personal

characteristics – strong leadership skills, “slow to

chide and swift to bless”, a good organiser of events within the village and further afield to enhance
the appeal for funding.
❖

A genuine interest and appreciation of traditional church music and to encourage music in the
liturgy as well as Saturday concerts in the summer.

❖

Middle of the road Anglican churchmanship and willing to continue the use of 1662 Prayer Book.

Rev. Richard, Priest in Charge
The congregations have given a lot of thought to the qualities above and I hope you can see that they
are, essentially, looking for someone who will work with me to,
1. Care for the whole parish, through appropriate visiting and also to help establish, support and
equip lay pastoral volunteers.
2. Lead with care a small and at times fragile rural community communities; both in worship, work
and play.
3. Look beyond the past and to co-lead with me in-order to introduce helpful, appropriate and
necessary change for the building up of God’s kingdom.
4. Play an active part in the life of Beverley Deanery in partnership with our Chapter Colleagues. P
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What do we offer?
The Rectory
The Rectory is located on the Eastern edge of the village and is
well known for having the most impressive view in the village.
Situated far back off Main Street, up on a slight incline, at the
end of a substantial drive way. The Rectory comprises an
entrance hall with a W.C/cloakroom and study on either side
with a door way separating the rest of the property. The rest of
the ground floor consists of a sitting room with fireplace and
The Rectory from the road side

shelving on either side, a kitchen with a larder, good cupboard
space, and a servery and a door that leads into the dining

room. The downstairs hallway contains a cupboard at the foot
of the stairs. The first floor consists of four bedrooms with build-in wardrobes and a separate W.C and
bathroom.
The Rectory has been rented out by York Diocese since the previous House of Duty priest retired from
the post a number of years ago, so it has been well maintained during a long interregnum.

Support
You will be part of a team of both ordained and lay ministers; working with Rev. Richard Parkinson
(the Priest in Charge of Etton with Dalton Holme, Rector of Cherry Burton and Chaplain of Bishop
Burton College) to care for the communities in Etton and Dalton Holme and grow¡ the worshipping
and discipleship communities there. Rev. Richard is passionate about rural church growth and
discipleship. He is easy to work alongside and with, encouraging initiative and responsibility among
all church leaders to follow God’s call to oGod’s mission in them. Rev. Richard, will work with you to
provide a consistent but flexible framework for your duties, will pray for and with you regularly, and
will continue to look after many of the administrative leadership aspects of the ministry in the
benefice.
There is also a retired Reader who has served at St. Mary’s Etton for many years in Dr. Mary MunroHill. Mary is an accomplished organist and worship leader as well as a thoughtful and well respected
preacher. Mary has predominately served at St. Mary’s Etton this past six years and the community
love and appreciate her ministry. Mary and Rev. Richard have shared in service leading on festival
Sunday’s and special occasions. Mary, currently leads all the Morning Worship services on the first,
third and fifth Sunday’s on a month and looks forward to sharing these with you, our new House for
Duty priest.
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St. Mary’s, South Dalton has enjoyed the ministry of Rev. John McNaughton, a retired priest who lives
in another village a few miles down the road. Rev. John stepped down from serving regularly at St.
Mary’s South Dalton due to various health and age related reasons. Rev. John has offered to help
occasionally when needed.
Mr John Pemberton is the organist at St. Mary’s South Dalton and will play for most Sunday’s with
Mr Simon Reeves, a resident of Cherry Burton, playing when John can’t.
Mr Robert Coates, the Treasurer at St Mary’s South Dalton, leads many of the Morning Worship
services on the first, second and third Sunday’s with another local priest currently offering on the
fourth Sunday with a sung holy communion. Fifth Sunday’s are currently service free.
Both parishes have small but active and engaging congregations who provide good pastoral care in
their parishes for the elderly and infirm. Many regular worshipers in both parishes also have
connections on a variety of other village committees and groups, which provides a helpful network
into the broader life of the rural communities both in and surrounding this benefice.
The PCC’s of this benefice have committed to reimburse all appropriate ministry expenses, including
but not limited to, telephone and internet, mileage costs and worship resources.

Etton: including The Light Dragoon facing the
Village Hall with the War Memorial at the
junction

South Dalton: the entrance into the village from
Etton. St. Mary’s spire is visible over the tree line.
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Beverley Deanery

Beverley Deanery is a genuine mixture of town, suburban and rural parishes. Made up of
18 churches over 7 benefices with a variety of lay and ordained ministers, which make up
the Greater Chapter. We seek to be generous churches making and nurturing disciples
through our growing relationships with each other, giving freely to the wider Church
needs and reaching beyond our regular worshipping communities.
Our parishes are situated in a beautiful part of Yorkshire with the coast only a 30 minute
drive away and the North York Moors right on our doorstep. Beverley town centre is a
busy and lively centre for shopping and entertainment; a short walk beyond the historic
town centre is the Flemingate complex, which hosts a cinema, lots of eateries and cafes as
well as East Riding College; one of two Further Education Colleges in the Deanery with
Bishop Burton College as the second. Beverly Train Station has regular trains heading out
to Sheffield, Hull and Scarborough. Visiting many of the villages that surround Beverley
Town is like stepping back in time. Many of the village pubs are well worth a visit for their
food menus and cosy settings. Cycling, running, horse-riding, dog walking and hiking are
very popular in the area and there are clubs to join for every level of enthusiast.
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