Profile of the Barrow Benefice 2019

Churches of Barrow, Denham, Risby, Great and Little Saxham
Location
The Benefice is situated 6 miles to the west of the vibrant, historic town of Bury St Edmunds, the
cathedral town of the diocese. The city of Cambridge is 25 miles along the A14 to the west and
the city of Ipswich is 27 miles to the east.

The Benefice
We are a rural benefice made up of five parishes – All Saints’, Barrow; St Giles, Risby; St
Nicholas, Little Saxham; St Andrew’s, Great Saxham, and St Mary’s, Denham. The Benefice is
part of the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich. Each is a short distance from one another
and located within 2 miles of the A14. The benefice is part of the Thingoe Deanery and in its
present form dates back to 2005 and works well together to maintain a regular service pattern
with an incumbent, lay leaders and visiting clergy.
The 1950’s rectory is situated alongside the Church in
Barrow. It has four bedrooms, kitchen, dining/sitting room,
study, bathroom and downstairs cloakroom. Outside there
is a single garage and stabling and it is set in
approximately an acre of land.
There is a willingness on the part of the five congregations
to work together and benefit from each other's experience whilst recognising and maintaining the
individual identity of the churches and the communities around them. Worship across the
benefice reflects both the desire for traditional worship and the need for All Age All Together
Services to make the Church accessible to all. Joint Benefice services are held on the fifth
Sunday, for patronal festivals and other special occasions and
are well supported by representatives from the 5 churches in
the Benefice. Services for mid-week feast days are hosted
around the benefice, including holy week. Beating the bounds
for rogation is a shared activity and has taken various forms.
Shared Benefice house groups meet regularly.
(Service template at appendix A)

Barrow and Risby villages have voluntary aided church of England primary schools, which have
all been graded as outstanding, and preschools and there is a private prep school and a private
nursery also in the benefice. There is a mix of excellent secondary education and the West
Suffolk college in Bury St Edmunds.
Attributes of a New Benefice Incumbent
We are looking for:
●
●
●
●
●

A person who relates well to people across the age range and who is committed to
pastoral care.
A person happy and willing to be involved in the life of our communities, helping
the church become more accessible, encouraging church growth.
A good communicator who can delegate and who will value developing and
supporting a team.
A person who will maintain the life of the benefice while respecting the diversity of
the individual parishes.
A good, warm and challenging preacher.

Our Commitment to a New Benefice Incumbent
●
●
●

Warm and friendly congregations who are ready to welcome their new priest in a
spirit of friendship.
People trained in pastoral visiting and home communion. A strong team of lay
leaders willing to assist with services and other duties across the benefice.
A group of churches committed to keeping the Faith alive in our rural communities,
and who maintain excellent and regular communication with each other

Appendix A
Sunday

3 February
Candlemas
(White)

Barrow

Denham

4.00 pm
Benefice CW
Holy
Communion
At Barrow

Risby

At Barrow

Great
Saxham

At Barrow

Little
Saxham

At Barrow

10 February
Fourth Sunday
before Lent
(Green)
4.00 pm
Evening Prayer

17 February
Third Sunday
before Lent
(Green)
10.45 am
CW Holy
Communion

24 February
Second Sunday
before Lent
(Green)
10.45 am
All Together-All
Age

9.00 am
BCP Holy
Communion
10.30am
CW Holy
Communion
9.30 am
All Together-All
Age
At Great Saxham

9.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.00 am
BCP Holy
Communion
10.30 am
CW Holy
Communion
At Little Saxham

10.30 am
All Together-All
Age
9.30 am
CW Holy
Communion
At Great
Saxham

9.30 am
BCP Holy
Communion

Barrow
The Parish
Barrow, the largest of the villages in the Beneﬁce, is situated 6 miles west
of Bury St. Edmunds. It has approximately 2000 residents , including 2 new
developments with a third of about 75 houses under construction. The
history of the village, which is mentioned in the Domesday Book, stretches
back to the Bronze Age.There is a voluntary aided Church of England
primary school with a preschool on the same site. Village facilities include a
Post Oﬃce, Doctors’ surgery and pharmacy, a private nursery, 2 pubs, a
ﬁsh and chip shop and a riding school, amongst others. A range of clubs
and societies take part in the excellent village hall or Town Estate Room.
The Church
All Saints Church is the largest in the Beneﬁce. It’s history can be traced back to the Norman
period. There are two Norman windows in the north wall and a medieval painting of musicians.
The tower houses six bells which are rung regularly. The font dates
from 1401. Other notable features are memorials to the Heigham
family, a 16th century brass, an Eric Gill stone carving and the side
chapel dedicated to St. Michael. In 2010 a ‘green’ W.C. was installed
behind the church, and a new organ was re-sited at the west end of
the church. The church community is friendly, spiritually committed
and supportive of each other. There are 52 on the Electoral Roll. The
laity assist in worship. At present a home Communion is taken to ﬁve
housebound parishioners. Services held each month are Holy
Communion, Evening Prayer and All Age All Together. Special
services are held on or near Feast days
and festivals such as Harvest, Easter
and Remembrance. At Christmas the
Crib and Carol services are very well attended. A Bible study group is
held fortnightly. We are pleased to welcome the school for services at
Easter, Christmas and a leavers service at the end of the school
year.

Parish Life
There are good relationships with the nurseries, preschool and primary school with
an Open the Book team going in regularly. During term time Praise and Play, a
group for the under ﬁves, is well attended, and the monthly Men’s and Ladies’
breakfasts are similarly popular. A harvest
supper takes place in the village hall and is
open to anyone in the Beneﬁce. There is a a weekly lunch in
the village hall, and monthly coﬀee mornings hosted by the
Good Neighbours and the WI. The Good Neighbours scheme
oﬀers support with local transport, and simple DIY.

We want to continue developing our All Age services and to introduce prayer meetings. We
particularly want to develop our outreach activities, looking for ways of introducing new residents
into church life, especially those families with children.

Denham
St Mary’s, Denham
St Mary’s lies in the centre of the small village of Denham, a
linear settlement. As the only communal building it is
occasionally used for meetings and as a Polling Station. Our
regular services are Holy Communion BCP on the second and
fourth Sundays in a month and Morning Prayer BCP on the
third with occasional CW benefice services hosted on a rota.

The Church
Feast and notable days are marked with specially devised services
attracting participants from throughout and beyond the benefice, we
usually use this as an opportunity to offer hospitality. Our patronal
service in August includes the benefice and celebrates the feast of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The Congregation all receive sprigs of rosemary.
We use the harvest and carol services to offer a traditional sung
evensong or trial all age services. For both occasions the church is
magnificently decorated by our flower arranger and helpers.
Parish Life
Typically we have one baptism, one wedding and one funeral
each year which brings the wider community into our church.
There are about 60 dwellings, mostly privately owned, of the
population of c120, over a third are employed or self-employed,
c20 are in retirement and a small number of unemployed. There
are usually about 6 families with children living at home.
On Remembrance Sunday we read a
short summary of the lives of the men of our village who died during
WWI who are commemorated on a brass plaque. This ensures we
remember them.
We have an excellent organist whose music can lift the rafters when
necessary, the organ is well-restored and maintained. We have a
choice of hymn books.

Great Saxham
The Parish
St Andrew’s Church is located in the centre of the village, 5 miles south west of Bury St
Edmunds. It stands close to Saxham Hall, is open daily and has a car park. Sir Nikolaus
Pevsner described St Andrew’s as ‘one of the prettiest churches in the county, both itself and its
setting’. There are 54 houses in the village and it has
a population of 270. There are 45 on the Electoral
Roll. The Church is the only community building
within the village and is the venue for various village
and fund-raising activities. These include fetes,
garden parties, concerts, lectures, films, Church ales
and treasure hunts. In addition, the whole village was
involved in the Posada and carol singing in Advent.

The Church
The chancel dates from the 13th century; there are two Norman doorways and the tower is 15th
Century. By the late 18th Century the church was in poor condition, so, in 1798 Thomas Mills, the
patron of the living and the Lord of the manor, paid for a major refurbishment.
The church has very special glass in the East and West windows dating from the 16th and 17th
century, which was brought back from the former French and Swiss monasteries by William Mills
in 1885 and installed in the church by his father. There is an important bust in the church of sir
Thomas Eldred who was the first person to import nutmegs into this country. This made him one
of the richest men in the land in the 16th century. He built
Nutmeg Hall on the site where the present Hall stands.
The church seats about 130; some pews have been
removed for easier circulation. The vestry doubles as a
kitchen. A rota ensures that the church is very well cared for
by the community.

Parish Life
Services are currently held on the first three Sundays of each month and are mainly traditional.
Common worship is used once a month. On the fourth Sunday parishioners join the
congregation of Little Saxham for Holy Communion. All Age services are held bi monthly. There
are special services for Children at Christmas and Easter. The hymn book used is Common
Praise. The organ is well maintained by a Cambridge company and used by our regular
organists. For weekly services the congregations average 20. A combination of planned giving,
collections and fund raising produce a sound financial position which enable the PCC to meets its
Parish Share.

Little Saxham
The Parish
The village of Little Saxham was mentioned in the Domesday Book.
Saxham Hall, which was built in the 1500s, no longer exists but there are
some listed buildings in the parish alongside more recent properties and
a few estate cottages. The parish is quite spread out, with two of the
houses being on the Ickworth Estate. There are 35 houses with a
population of approximately 70. Little Saxham has no school, shop or
pub, the church being the only building where the community can meet.
The mostly arable land is worked by both owners and tenant farmers.
The majority of residents are 50+ and there are 3 families with children.
There is a bus service which runs from Bury st. Edmunds to Newmarket
via Barrow.
The Church
The round tower is the crowning glory of St. Nicholas, the
lower part being Saxon. We belong to the Round Tower
Society and get regular visits from them, the U3A and other
interested groups. Other highlights of the church are the
Medieval pew ends and an exceptional Baroque monument in
the vestry. The church is open 24 hours a day, although at the
moment the vestry is locked. The graveyard is not full. There is
a section of the churchyard left wild during spring and summer,
with some rare Meadow Saxifrage growing near the porch.
There is a war memorial and two war graves.
Parish Life
St. Nicholas’ average congregation is five. Our hymn book is Common Praise and there is an
excellent organ which is tuned annually, we also have a hearing loop and a ramp that folds away
when not needed. There are nine on the Electoral Roll at present. We
have two services a month, both BCP Holy Communion, one on the
first Sunday of the month, and the other on the fourth, although during
the interregnum we have alternated the service on the first Sunday with
Great Saxham. There is no water in the church and so after special
services such as our Patronal, Christmas, and Harvest Festival, we
offer glasses of wine or fruit juice plus ‘nibbles’ rather than coffee and
biscuits. We have led successful Rogation walks. In 2018 the walk was
promoted in the Stile and posters as a community walk ( with no
prayers or reflections) followed by a short service. We were pleased to
welcome many new participants, some of whom stayed for the service.
We have twice yearly work parties which are very well supported. The church and churchyard are
cleaned and tidied with much camaraderie. The Oxford leg of the Student Cross visits annually in
Holy Week. We participate in the Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride.
Any fund raising event is very well supported. Recently we have had
two concerts in the church, a garden party and visits to the local
anaerobic digester and Bulbeck foundry. We do our best to meet
our parish share but fell a little short in the last quarter. A village
appeal was initiated in 2018 and this has increased the regular
giving.

Risby
The Parish
The village of Risby has a population of approximately 1200 living in mixed housing.
The beautiful round tower church, dedicated to St Giles,
has Saxon origins and medieval wall paintings - the earliest
of which can be traced to the 12th century. It also has an
15th century rood screen and it is one of the narrowest and

most intricately carved 15th century screens in East
Anglia. The font is 15th century with fine carvings on the
panels of the bowl,
which only survived the Reformation because they were
plastered over. In the churchyard there is a war grave. The
building is in good repair and the churchyard is still open for
burials. The West Suffolk Crematorium which serves Bury St
Edmunds and the surrounding area is situated at the edge of
the village.
The Church
Our average congregation is 23 and we use Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition) to
support our services.
Our usual service pattern is Morning Prayer on the first Sunday of the month, Holy Communion
on the second and fourth Sundays (we mainly use Common Worship) and a
thriving All Age service is held on the third Sunday.
During the Christmas season there is a well-supported Christingle service
and on Christmas Eve a crib service is held which is very well attended. At
the carol service we are joined by the Risby Singers.

Parish Life
We have two Nursing homes in the parish, and a CEVC Primary
school and a nursery school. We also have strong links with the
privately-run Brookes Cambridge School. Both schools use the
church for their end of term services and at Harvest time, and there
is an established “Open the Book” team which visits Risby school
regularly.
There is a village pub, a plant nursery and farm shop. The village hall is excellently refurbished
and well used by the many of the local clubs and associations. It provides not only excellent
indoor facilities but also has a petanque pitch, cricket pitch and playground.
We are a friendly, caring and solvent parish with a warm church and a welcoming congregation
We would like to continue to develop our All Age services, and to reach out to the whole village.

Accounts
Barrow
Treasurer's Report 31/12/18 (Balances as at 31/12/18)
2018
Barclays Bank Account (on the 31/12/17)
£2,849.87
Total Income since 01/01/2018
Collections
Planned & Regular Donations
300 Club
Fees (Weddings / Funerals etc)
Charities & Designated Donations - see below
Fund raising - see below
Stile magazine
Gift Aid Recovered
Withdrawal from CBF A/c
Totals
Outgoings since 01/01/2018
Quota contributions
300 Club
Fundraising
Insurance
Stile magazine
Running costs
Building Maintenance
Fees & Misc.
Repairs to Church Wall
Donations - see below
Transfer to CBF A/c
Totals
Barclays bank current account (on the 31/12/2018)

£4,225.55
£6,044.79
£4,908.00
£4,166.90
£2,167.41
£4,649.24
£1,392.00
£3,160.03
£1,900.00
£32,613.92

£18,000.00
£2,360.00
£770.88
£1,904.26
£1,287.50
£2,789.57
£1,357.44
£3,120.20
£1,370.17
£2,050.00
£35,010.02
£453.77

CBF Church of England Deposit Fund Balance on 31/12/18
£14,903.23
(our Restricted Funds)
NOTES
IN-Charities & Designated Donations -Total £2167.41
Water Aid £706.41 (incl Lent lunches) Christian Aid £411
Crosiers charity £1050
IN - Fundraising - Total £4649.24
Mens & Ladies Breakfasts £1134.17 Gift Day £1152 Sponsored Bike Ride £100
Concert £242.10 Flower Festival £856.96 Harvest Supper £352
Church Bazaar £725.41 Praise &Play £86.60
OUT - Fundraising
TER re: Mens & Ladies Breakfasts £728.38 ( £188 from 2017)
OUT - Donations - Total £1370.17
Water Aid £706.41 Christian Aid £411 Royal B L £92.76 EACH £160

Denham

Great Saxham

Little Saxham

