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THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD
Together as a Diocese we are engaged on a journey towards a Common Vision of what it means
to be a more Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s world: contemplative, compassionate and
courageous. Under the leadership of Bishop Steven, we are guided on this journey by dwelling
in Matthew 5:1-11 (the Beatitudes) and also Colossians 1:15-20 and 3:12-17, to discern what we
are called to do together.
Within Common Vision we are also seeking to understand where God wants us to focus our
energies: we are exploring seven focus areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To make a bigger difference in the world and serve the poor
To share our faith and grow the church in every place
To plant new churches and congregations everywhere we can
To serve every school in our community
To put the discipleship of all at the heart of our common life and set God’s
people free
To celebrate and bless our largest, fastest growing city Milton Keynes
To transform our work with children and young people

The diocese has committed significant additional funds to support our Common Vision. The first
initiatives are underway, with projects to develop our work on discipleship, the environment,
social action, schools and church planting. We are encouraging all parishes to participate: during
2019 a Development Fund will be launched to encourage missional creativity across the diocese.

FOREWORD FROM THE ARCHDEACON OF BERKSHIRE
Welcome to this parish profile. This post of Rector of Theale will be of great interest to anyone who
has a keen interest in working with schools, neighbourhood and the business community. The
congregation is eagerly looking forward to the next phase of their life together with a new priest,
building on all that has been achieved in the past few years and working with them to further
develop the life and place of the church in the community. This is a highly relational ministry,
accompanied by enthusiastic and faithful people of God.
After a long period of consultation, the parish of Theale has been separated from its neighbouring
parish of Englefield and now stands alone as a single church benefice, encompassing the village of
Theale and the large Arlington Business Park. The deanery and diocese acknowledge the missional
potential of the benefice and financial support has been agreed over the next 10 years in recognition
of this.
There are warm relationships with St Mark’s Englefield, and with the neighbouring Roman Catholic
Church of St Luke’s, which is generous at making its modern building available when needed.
The Rectory garden is unusually large, and consideration is currently being given to proposals to
fence off part of it for the construction of an office to serve as the administrative hub for the
Archdeaconry of Berkshire. This will also enable the provision of office space for the parish and use
of a meeting room.
I warmly commend this role, and would welcome informal conversations.
The Venerable Olivia Graham
Tel 01635 552820
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READING EPISCOPAL AREA
The Episcopal Area of Reading is the same as the Archdeaconry of Berkshire and is made up of
79 benefices in 6 deaneries, with over 200 churches and nearly 150 licensed clergy. The Area
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, is about to retire, and we are hoping that his
successor will take up their ministry in the autumn. The Ven Olivia Graham is the Archdeacon.

THE DEANERY OF BRADFIELD
The parish of Theale is in the Deanery of Bradfield, the area of West Berkshire along the M4 corridor
between Reading and Newbury.
The Deanery supports 27 parishes with 8 incumbents working in teams with lay ministers, associates
and retired clergy. Each parish is a distinctive rural or suburban community with its own identity. The
Deanery is geographically spread out with a smaller population than many which comes with all the
privileges, responsibilities and challenges of rural life in a significant commuter area. We aim to
support each other in ministry and ask our clergy to encourage and participate in the life the wider
church through sharing the Common Vision.
Theale is a welcoming church community at the centre of the deanery aiming to be faithful to God
and loving to parishioners and with concern for the significant number of people who arrive daily for
school and work. The village community has a strong place for the church at its heart. Recent years
have seen the church at Theale face challenges with a determination to love God and neighbour, to
make Christ’s love known, and to see lives transformed in a rapidly changing world.
Our aim as a Deanery is to celebrate our lives together as Church, to learn together to become more
Christlike, and to speak together of what we have seen and heard. Our small numbers mean that
churches in Bradfield Deanery have a vital role in resourcing, supporting and enabling each other
through Deanery Chapter, Synod and, more unusually, in a well-established Theology group with
excellent speakers on demanding subjects. We are in the early stages of working with our
neighbouring Newbury deanery to see the bigger picture of God at work in the lives and people of
West Berkshire.
Reverend Heather Parbury, Area Dean, Bradfield Deanery
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INTRODUCTION / OVERVIEW
Holy Trinity Theale is at an exciting stage as it is about to embark upon a new identity as a single
parish benefice with its own Rector.
In the last seven years we have seen the Church grow and flourish with a fresh emphasis on
prayer, Bible teaching and reaching out to different sectors of the community. Sunday morning
attendance has risen by 40% and the electoral roll has doubled.
We have initiated significant new projects as we have sought to put our Vision and Values – see
below - into practice.

OUR VISION, OUR VALUES AND OUR NEW RECTOR
Our Vision
“TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN”
•
•
•
•
•

To proclaim the Good News of Jesus within our parish and beyond.
To continue to foster an environment that is warm, welcoming, and supportive which
engenders a sense of community and belonging.
To cultivate growth in the spiritual life of our community.
To inspire active participation in parish life through a commitment to stewardship,
service and outreach.
To advance our mission through the continuing development of lay parish leadership,
effective communication and strong financial health.

Our Values
•
•
•
•
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To be a welcoming, accessible Church.
To reach out to the community in Theale and beyond.
To deepen our discipleship.
To be caring stewards of our Church and our community.
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THE PARISH

The Parish: Main Elements
•
•
•
•

The village of Theale
The hamlet of North Street
The Arlington Business Park (offices)
Various areas of warehousing and industrial businesses

Theale
An attractive large village and a great place to live. It is set in the Berkshire countryside
between the River Kennet / Kennet and Avon Canal, and the River Thames; yet approximately
five miles west of the centre of Reading near the M4 at junction 12 where the A4 crosses the
motorway.
The population is about 3500 at present and there are plans for the village to expand to 4500 in
the next few years. Planning applications are currently being submitted for developments at
both ends of the village.
Most of the housing consists of two, three and four bedroomed houses both privately owned
and rented including a significant amount of social housing. There are some flats and
maisonettes which are mostly rented.
The pleasant High Street has a variety of shops including a small Co-operative Supermarket, two
convenience stores, two restaurants, a post office, a chemist, hairdressers, barbers and a
number of other small independent shops and takeaways. The High Street and Church Street
have four traditional public houses which also serve meals.
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Other facilities within the village include a medical centre, a dental practice, an optician, a
library, a large social club, a C of E primary school and a comprehensive school, St Luke’s Roman
Catholic Church and our church Holy Trinity.
There are attractive open spaces – a recreation ground where the Theale cricket team plays and
another large playing field where several village football teams play. Local leisure facilities
include a golf course ( http://www.thealegolf.com/) while Bradfield College, 2.5 miles from
Theale, has a recently refurbished gym, an Olympic-sized swimming pool and extensive indoor
and outdoor tennis courts (http://bradfieldsportscomplex.co.uk/ ).
The M4 junction is about a mile from the church; just the other side of the M4, outside the
parish, is a much larger shopping centre with a large Sainsbury’s Hypermarket (which includes
other businesses: Argos, Santander Bank, Starbucks, Timpson’s), Boots, Next, Sports Direct,
McDonald’s, Dunelm and IKEA.
Transport Links include a half hourly bus service along the A4 connecting communities between
Reading and Newbury, a fast train service to London Paddington (under one hour) and to
Reading (ten minutes) which is a major railway hub with express trains to south Wales, the West
Country, the south coast, Cheltenham, Worcester, London Paddington, London Waterloo,
Gatwick Airport and Birmingham and the north.

North Street
A hamlet of about thirty houses.

Arlington Business Park
To the south of the village of Theale there is a large area of modern offices built around a lake
which has a weekday daytime population of about 8000. Companies include Laithwaite’s Wines
and KPMG while nearby is a large Amazon distribution centre.
https://www.arlingtonbusinesspark.co.uk/

Other Businesses
To the south of the village there are many other offices, warehouses and small industrial units.
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A Bit of History
There has been a settlement at Theale since the Bronze Age and its growth was related to the
importance of the gravel terraces which provided a dry site for habitation and from trackways
above the floodplains of the River Kennet. Its Saxon name derives from a causeway built to
bridge a gap in the gravel and carry a track across wet land. Gravel extraction for road
maintenance was an important industry from the Middle Ages onwards and there is ample
evidence of this activity around Theale today. For much of its history Theale depended for its
prosperity on farming, passing traffic and craft industries geared to serve their demands.

Situated five miles west of Reading on the main road to the thriving port of Bristol and the
fashionable spa resort of Bath, Theale became a major halt for a change of horses and a comfort
stop for passengers. Inns multiplied and by the mid 1800’s there were 11 in Church Street and
High Street alone – Theale was a service station long before the advent of motorways! The
completion of the Kennet and Avon Canal in 1810 provided a London to Bristol waterway and
Theale became an important link in this chain too. The building of the Great Western Railway
from Paddington to Bristol brought a visit to Theale by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. The building
of the M4 and Theale’s position at Junction 12 necessitated a village bypass opened in 1971.
Theale has also been used as a film set for the 1997 release of ‘The Borrowers’.

Today Theale is a thriving village which owes its prosperity to its location close to the M4
corridor and to the hi-tech industries of 'Silicon Valley'. It has maintained a distinct identity of its
own and a sense of community. The wide range of shops and businesses in the High Street and
its bustling life during the working day are proof of its active commercial life, but it has also
retained some residential character. Many of the buildings have had a varied history and some
originated several centuries ago.
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OUR CHURCH
The people: At Holy Trinity we value Word and Sacrament, welcoming a diverse mix of
families, individuals and friends from all backgrounds and walks of life. Some of our regular
congregation do not live in Theale but are attracted to Holy Trinity for a variety of reasons. As a
sacramentally-based congregation we are committed to be a parish church which reaches out to
welcome everyone.

Our church building: Holy Trinity Theale is a Grade 1 listed building and is an architectural
treasure. It was designed by the architect Garbett and modelled on Salisbury cathedral. Just
three days after its consecration in 1832 the artist John Constable was passing and was so struck
with the magnificence of the building that he produced his own sketch of the church. The
church tower which was added later has a peal of six bells.

Constable’s Sketch

An iconic building of this sort has its own challenges. With the help of a variety of grants many
improvements have been made in recent years including a new roof, bio-loo, bonded gravel
path and we have purchased a mobile disabled access ramp. A local architect has been working
for us pro bono and is producing a feasibility study for the next stage of the church’s
development.
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The Rectory: The Rectory is a well maintained four bedroomed property with two reception
rooms, a good size kitchen and utility room, a downstairs cloakroom and a study / office
currently used several mornings a week by the Parish Administrator. There is also a double
garage and parking for five or six cars. The Rectory also has a very large garden which overlooks
the church. Currently the parish uses the Rectory for Sunday School on Sunday mornings.

WHAT WE DO NOW
We endeavour to put our vision:
“To know Christ and to make Him known”
and values (see page 5) into practice in everything we do. Below we outline how we approach
Worship, Discipleship and Outreach.

Worship
The main service of the week is the 10.30am service on Sunday morning. We have worked hard
in recent years to make our services as accessible as possible for those who have grown up
without any church background whilst ensuring our services are relevant to more long-term
members of the church. There is a Common Worship Parish Communion Service (average
attendance 60) except on the first Sunday of the month when there is a more informal nonEucharistic Morning Worship Service. We have evening services on special occasions such as Ash
Wednesday, Ascension Day and our Service of Thanksgiving for Loved Ones which takes place on
the nearest Sunday to All Saints’ Day.
We have a fine SATB robed choir of about 20 members (12-15 each Sunday), led by our Choir
Director, who usually sing an anthem on the theme of the service. Hymns are a mixture of
traditional and modern. One of the members of the choir leads a well-established group of
keen instrumentalists, who usually accompany one of the hymns at our monthly Morning
Worship service.
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Sunday school takes place during the service every Sunday.
We have a monthly informal Family Church on a Sunday afternoon. This interactive service is
followed by tea and cake for the whole family. Several different people help lead the service
alongside the incumbent. The services are usually based around a theme e.g. Star Wars Church,
Pancake Church, Puppet Church and attract 50-80 parents and children, most of whom do not
regularly attend the Sunday morning service. These services are very important in drawing in
families seeking baptism. Thanks to the generosity of our Roman Catholic friends who do not
have a Sunday service, many of these services take place in St Luke's Roman Catholic Church
which is more modern and less formal than our building and has a small hall attached to it.

DISCIPLESHIP: TO KNOW CHRIST
We look to our clergy to help deepen our knowledge of Christ through preaching, conversation,
house groups and other gatherings.
House groups are a relatively new and increasingly important part of Church life in Theale led by
members of the Ministry Team. We currently have three house groups, one of which takes
place during the day. The groups usually look together at a Bible passage using a variety of
resource materials and discuss its meaning, how it has been relevant to their lives and how to
apply it to their lives in the future. A strong element is to feel the fellowship, support and
prayers of other Christians in the group.
We also try to deepen our discipleship through prayer: intercessions in services led by members
of the congregation, house groups and monthly prayer lunches. We look to our new vicar to
help develop these areas of discipleship.
Over the last three years we have also participated in the Archbishop of Canterbury’s “Thy
Kingdom Come” initiative prayer mornings and a Prayer Walk around Theale. We take part in a
Good Friday Walk of Witness around the village with our Catholic brothers and sisters. An
annual Quiet morning with a visiting speaker has proved both popular and enlightening.
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OUTREACH: TO MAKE CHRIST KNOWN
Holy Trinity Church is very involved with the local community and has taken a central role in
large community events like the celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – for which we
held a large civic service; and the WW1 commemorative events which included a special service
when the Bishop re-dedicated the war memorial in the churchyard.
We also support smaller regular community events: we hold cake stalls at village festivities, the
Choir sings at the fete and for the residents of Elizabeth Court, and we contribute to the annual
Theale Lights celebration (the switching on of the village Christmas lights) at the beginning of
December. One of its highlights has been a Nativity with a donkey and sheep in the garden of
The Falcon, the oldest coaching inn in Theale, performed by children from the church primary
school. Later in the evening the choir sing carols in each of the public houses to raise money for
charity. We join with the Roman Catholic Church in singing carols outside the Co-op
supermarket on the Saturday before Christmas.
Many people from the wider community also attend some of our own services: there is
standing room only at Remembrance Sunday, our biggest service of the year, attended by all the
local uniformed organisations, but the Church is also full for our summer Songs of Praise service,
the Service of Thanksgiving for Loved Ones at the beginning of November, Carols by Candlelight
on a Sunday evening in December and Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve.
We hold regular social events like Quiz Nights and theatre trips aimed at building friendships
between the congregation and other members of the community. We have also held an annual
Passover Supper which is well attended.
We have had some excellent concerts by our choir and visiting musicians in the church, which
has wonderful acoustics. These concerts bring a wide range of people to the church.
Some efforts have been made to reach out to all those who work in the Business Park and the
organisations that are based there. This is an important area for future missional focus
In 2015 we held a successful parish mission working with a team of ordinands from Oxford. The
very positive experience of that week has inspired much of our on-going outreach work,
especially our annual Charity Dinner which draws in representatives from local businesses and
clubs, followed by an inspiring Guest Service in church the next day.

Remembrance Day
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OUR WORK WITH SPECIFIC GROUPS
The Schools
Theale Primary School

Our Church of England (VC) primary school, which currently has around 330 pupils, has a
deservedly excellent reputation locally and an outstanding Ofsted rating. The church has always
maintained close links with the school.
The school has two Foundation Governors, one of whom has traditionally been the incumbent.
The Young People’s Worker is also a Foundation Governor and takes an active part in the life of
the school as does one of the current churchwardens and the PCC secretary. The School use the
church regularly for assemblies and currently the Youth Worker leads an all-school assembly
once a week although this has traditionally been taken by the incumbent. There are services in
church for special occasions during the year such as Palm Sunday, Ascension Day and a Leavers’
Service in July.
The church uses the Primary school regularly for events.
Planning permission has recently been granted for a new, larger primary school to be built by
2020. This will ensure that every child in the village will have access to the school.
We asked some of the pupils at the school what qualities they would like in their new Rector
and below are just a few of their replies:

Wise
Smile
lots

http://www.thealeprimary.co.uk/
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Wear
Nice
clothes

Kind

Funny
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Theale Green School

In recent years good relations have developed with Theale Green, the local comprehensive
school. Our Youth Worker helps lead the Christian Union in conjunction with learn4life
(http://learnfourlife.org/ )We also hold a regular Prayer Meeting for the school.
For the past two years we have hosted a Theale Green Carol Concert at the church which has been
well attended and we are looking to build on our burgeoning links with the school.
https://go.thealegreen.w-berks.sch.uk/app/os#!website/home

Our Young People
Sunday School Two Sunday School groups meet during the Sunday morning service. We use
age-appropriate, Bible-based teaching material from Scripture Union for both groups with a
strong commitment to nurturing their faith and showing them the difference that Jesus can
make in their lives. We can have anything from five to twenty children and young people each
week. We have a team of seven active Sunday School teachers and the sessions are planned by
the Children and Young People’s Worker.
Junior Choir We have a talented Junior Choir who meet weekly to practise. They often join with
the Senior Choir for anthems during the church services and occasionally present their own
anthems. They lead the music for the annual Crib Service on Christmas Eve. The Junior Choir is
led by one of its more experienced members.
Toddlers Trinity Bunnies, our toddler group, meets weekly during term-time in the Village Hall.
This is led by the Youth Worker and a small committee of local Mums. We usually welcome
around 30-40 children and 20-25 adults at each session. This is a valuable opportunity for
parents, grandparents and childminders to meet and chat and for pre-school toddlers to play
together. Many families who attend the group also come to Family Church events and we have
had a good number of parents who have brought their children for Baptism following informal
conversations with the incumbent at the toddler group.
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After School Club For the past few years we have held an After School Club six times a term for
children at Theale Primary School. The group usually attracted around 25-30 children was not
held in 2018/19. The school offers many after-school clubs and societies and it was felt that
church resources could be better employed in other areas at the present time.

Other Outreach and Social Groups
House Communion Members of the Ministry Team hold a Communion Service in a parishioner’s
home on a monthly basis for those who are unable to attend the Sunday morning service.
Bereavement There is a self-led monthly afternoon tea for the bereaved. This is a time of
fellowship and chat for the recently bereaved. Participants have expressed their gratitude for
this opportunity.
Knitter Knatter This well-established group meets monthly in people’s homes and is a chance
for friendly conversation and fellowship. Knitting and crafts optional!

FINANCE
The community of Theale is not a wealthy one and the upkeep of our magnificent church is
costly. However, we have seen giving rise significantly particularly over the last four years. We
have recently introduced the new diocese’s Parish Giving Scheme
(www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk ) on the recommendation of the Diocese’s Generous Giving
adviser.
Although it has been difficult to pay our full Parish Share, we are working hard to increase giving
The Diocese has recognised the significant growth that has taken place in recent years and there
has been an agreement with the Diocese and Deanery to provide tapered extra funding.
See Appendix for the 2017 Financial Statement.

ECUMENICAL LINKS
St Luke’s Roman Catholic Church is the only other church in Theale. It is part of the parish
of Douai and a weekly Mass is held on Saturday at 5.30pm. They do not hold any Sunday
services.
We have an excellent relationship with the congregation of St Luke’s; sharing with them in a
Walk of Witness on Good Friday, Carol singing in the High Street and often join in each other’s
social events. A joint service in Christian Unity week has taken several forms; in 2017 and 2018
members of the St Luke’s congregation joined us and shared in leading a special unity service in
our Morning Worship service. We also organised a joint Alpha course with members of the St
Luke’s congregation.
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CONCLUSION
History of the Benefice and the Future
In 1976 the parish of Holy Trinity Theale with North Street was combined with the parish of St
Mark’s Englefield to form a united benefice. However Holy Trinity became a single-parish
benefice once again in 2018. Relationships with our neighbours at St Mark’s are warm and
friendly.

Our New Rector
We are looking for a minister who shares our vision and values; a person who will lead us and
work with us to grow God’s Kingdom in this place.
We look forward to the appointment of our new rector. This profile describes the parish as it
now is. We appreciate that the new incumbent will bring new thoughts and new initiatives and
we hope that he or she will also want to develop and enhance what we currently do. The parish
values equally the ministry of men and women and warmly welcomes applicants from both
sexes.

The role of our new Rector
These are the key areas of mission that we would like our New Rector to focus on with the
assistance of the Ministry Team:
•
•
•
•
•
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Continuing to build links with Theale Primary School and the families of the children who
attend
Fostering our growing relationship with Theale Green Secondary School
Reaching out to new inhabitants of Theale
Ensuring that the older members of the congregation and those who are no longer able
to get to church are visited regularly
Engaging with the local business community
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The qualities we seek in our new Rector
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A person of faith and prayer with an enthusiasm for sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
with Christians and non-Christians.
A team player who communicates well with all age groups.
A good Bible teacher and preacher, able to explain the Bible and show its relevance to
everyday life.
The ability and willingness to take an active part in the life of the church primary school.
A sensitive pastor – committed to visiting and supporting those in the parish.
Someone who values all that is good in our heritage but who at the same time looks
outward to draw in those on the fringes and those with no current links with the church.
Someone who values both traditional and contemporary forms of worship.
A person able to deliver the above with warmth and good humour.

HOLY TRINITY LAY PERSONNEL
Churchwardens
Treasurer
Choir Director
PCC Secretary
The PCC

Margaret Elliott
Wendy Wickham (also interim chair of the PCC)
Steve Bridge
Kate Morgan
Becky Teale
15 members

Lay Ministry Team
Marjorie Burrington
“The children and young people of the Parish, and of course their families, are a
very important area of ministry for me. I also enjoy pastoral work such as leading
one of the House Groups, preparing families for Baptism and leading House
Communion for those who cannot get to church easily.”
Margaret Elliott:
“To me our pastoral work in Theale is hugely important. Visiting, House
Communion etc make people feel included. The congregation of Holy Trinity is
not just the people who walk through the door on Sunday morning.”

Noel Hedges:
“My focus is to help the residents of Theale grow in faith and understanding. I also
try to seek opportunities to bring worship to those who may not be able to attend
weekly services.”
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Wendy Wickham
“I feel that visiting the elderly and those who can't get to church is very
important and my priority is that this happens in order that everyone feels
included in life at Holy Trinity.”

Sidesmen Team

10 members

Intercessions Team

5 members

Bible Reading Team

12 members

Sunday School Team

7 members

Safeguarding Officer 1

Choirs

Paid Staff
Young People’s Worker (Part Time)
Administrator (6-12 hrs per week)
Organists

Marjorie Burrington
Marjorie Burrington
Meg Doyle
Michael Thomas

Holy Trinity Church, Church Street, Theale, Reading, RG7 5BX
Website address: www.holytrinitytheale.org.uk
Email: holytrinitytheale@outlook.com
Facebook: @holytrinitytheale

Appendix

Financial
Statements to 31-12-2017 (final) .pdf
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