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The United Benefice of Hebden Bridge and Heptonstall 

PARISH BROCHURE 

 

St Thomas the Apostle and St Thomas A Becket - Heptonstall 

 

St James the Great - Hebden Bridge 
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The P.C.C.s and Congregations welcome you to the Parish Brochure of the United Benefice 

of Hebden Bridge and Heptonstall. We are pleased you want to know more about us and 

hope the information we have given about our Benefice will inspire you to join us.  

Our new priest 

The United Benefice is looking for a new priest in charge to build on our achievements so far 

and to lead us in the next phase of our development. We are committed to working 

together with the new priest particularly in the field of mission and growth. 

We are seeking a person who  

 Will be a spiritual leader who is committed to the community and our ecumenical 

partners and will be a visible presence in our benefice. 

 Can help us to explore more of our Christian faith and grow in our discipleship with 

Christ so we are better able to serve our parish and community. 

 Will be a dynamic leader who will take us through the LYCiG process and help us to 

develop generational change in our churches. 

 Is comfortable with living and working in a very diverse community. 

 Understands and can engage with alternative spiritualties. 

 Can help us to engage creatively and imaginatively with the wider community to 

bring them into the Church family. 

 Can help us to develop and strengthen our links with the local schools. 

 Sees the potential of music for drawing people into the church. 

 Can help us to create a church family to which people of all ages want to belong. 

 Can pro-actively lead us into a new phase of our church life. 

We would offer our support to our new priest in achieving these above ambitions, and help 

them to explore their own spiritual growth and renewal. 

We have also canvassed ideas from the children of Hebden Royd CofE Primary School (VA) 

when asked “What do we want from our new vicar?” 

 Someone who makes assemblies fun. 

 Good story teller. 

 Someone who works well with children. 

 Wears good hats, jeans, plays the guitar and is a good dancer. 

 Brings in things of interest. 

 Good at cleaning. 

 Kind, helpful and caring. 

 Has a good sense of humour. 

 Has a fluffy beard. 

 Polite, respectful, energetic and confident. 
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Our Churches 

We thought as we are two different churches, it would be useful to provide a brief insight 

into each one and we hope you will come and see our churches for yourself. 

The PCCs of both churches would welcome either a man or a woman as our priest in charge. 

St Thomas Heptonstall 

Our church wardens are Graham and Margaret  Kidd. There are currently 7 other members 

of the P.C.C.  and we have an additional 3 members of the congregation who are joining the 

PCC at the annual meeting in April 2019. The treasurer attends P.C.C. meetings but is not a 

member and does not vote. The enthusiastic PCC meets at least 8 times per year.  We have 

6 people licensed to adminster the chalice and 3 of them are being trained to visit 

housebound parishioners and adminster the reserved sacrament. There are two house 

groups that meet at various times during the year and Lent groups in conjunction with 

Churches Together.  

Our priorities are to grow our congregation and Sunday School. We have links with the local 

community through the “village team” and other organisations and want to reach out to 

others in the wider community who have no links with the church. 

www.stthomasheptonstall.com 

St James Hebden Bridge 

Our church wardens are Harry Pearce and Denise Burke. There are currently 4 other 

members of the P.C.C., and Harry Pearce is also the treasurer. We have 2 people licensed to 

adminster the chalice. We run a house group, Lent groups and last year we completed the 

Pilgrim Course.  This was the culmination of three years of fellowship where all eight books 

of the course were studied.  This was also used as a preparation for candidates seeking 

confirmation. 

Our priorities are to grow our congregation, further build our links with Hebden Royd 

Church of England Primary School, and to engage more with the local community so that 

there is a visible presence in the town and wider area. Hebden Bridge presents some 

challenges to worship, given the geographical location of the church on the outskirts of the 

town. In addition, whilst many residents would describe themselves as spiritual people, 

many do not identify with conventional religions. 

www.stjameshebdenbridge.com 

 

 

http://www.stthomasheptonstall.com/
http://www.stjameshebdenbridge.com/
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St Thomas The Apostle & St Thomas A Becket 

HEPTONSTALL 

The boundaries of Heptonstall Parish are mainly defined by the Hebden and Colden Waters and to 

the north by the Lancashire boundary. It stands around 1000 feet high in the Pennines and is 

comprised of settlements: off Lee Wood Road, Eaves, Heptonstall village, Colden, Slack and the 

Widdop Road as far as Blake Dean. The name Heptonstall may be derived from the Saxon word ‘hep’ 

meaning high, and ‘tonstall’ meaning township where cattle are kept. 

We are a welcoming Church. We open the church for visitors every day. 

Running through the centre of church life is a caring thread and a strong commitment to the 

community. We are active in all kinds of fellowship and across the age spectrum. We are closely 

involved with the village team (local community volunteers), helping to organise the village 

Christmas dinner which is held in the church, and workshops for the children in preparation for this. 

We also support activities during school holidays for the children of the village. 

Our regular activities include coffee mornings, the annual fell race and many social events including 

concerts by local choirs. We are actively involved with the Heptonstall Festival. Twice a year we hold 

a Fair Trade weekend to sell fairly traded goods. We hold fundraising events including quizzes, 

ceilidhs and are planning an afternoon tea in the summer months. We also engage in fellowship with 

a wider audience through a variety of other events, often involving food and/or music, including 

refreshments at the village Pace Egg play at Easter and providing a venue for craft events during 

school holidays. 

The running of Church services is assisted by lay participation and there is a rota for Bible reading, 

chalice administration and intercessions. A team of Stewards welcomes the congregation into the 

church every Sunday and performs other duties at services. We have good working links with the 

two primary schools in the Parish. We have a covenant with the local Methodist Church and hold 

joint services at Easter, Christmas, Harvest and Remembrance Sunday. 

The Church Electoral Roll currently stands at 47. Information about activities is communicated via 

the village magazine, church website and weekly notice sheet. 
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Church Services 

Currently our Sunday communion service is at 9.15 am. 

The Sunday school meets during the service and joins the rest of the congregation for Communion. 

The main hymn book is “Hymns Old & New”.  

Fellowship with refreshments follows all main services. 

We would like to explore alternative forms of worship in order to interact with the diverse local 

community. 

We are planning to build on “Leading Your Church into Growth”, having completed the first phase, 

and are going to stage 2 in February 2019 being led by lay members of the congregation. 

We host occasional Choral Evensongs in conjunction with Churches Together. 

A village Christingle service is held every year and attracts those with young families who are not 

regular worshippers.  

A village Carol Service is held every year in conjunction with the Methodist Church in Heptonstall. 

The local choir, Hepton Singers, also join in the service. 

A village Remembrance service is held every year in conjunction with the Methodist Church and 

Heptonstall Parish Council. Following a project with the local school their choir sang at the service in 

November 2018. We also planted a cherry tree commemorating the centenary of the end of The 

Great War. 

Heptonstall School Christmas end of term service is held in the church. The School also visits during 

the school year for tours of the churches and towers as part of their curriculum. 

We hold a joint service on Good Friday with the Methodist Church and afterwards distribute hot 

cross buns in the village during the performance of the Pace Egg play. On Easter Sunday we start our 

joint service at the Methodist Church and then process to St Thomas for the remainder of the 

service, stopping on the village main street for prayers. 

We are an active member of the Upper Calder Valley Churches Together. 
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Building 

The two churches of St Thomas the Apostle and St Thomas A Becket are on a National Monument 

site in the centre of Heptonstall.  The oldest building in the village is the ruined church of St Thomas 

A Becket which was founded in the 13th century by the Cluniac Priory of Lewes. Parts of it date from 

1256 and 1260. As the population increased, the church was enlarged in about 1450. After a storm in 

1847 it fell into disrepair and a new church was dedicated in 1854. The fact that there are two 

churches in one churchyard is a most unusual and near unique feature. The graveyard, first used in 

the 13th century, is reputed to hold the remains of over 100,000 bodies and whilst there is no 

conclusive evidence to confirm it, many of the headstones are said to have been used twice.  

The interior of the church was reordered in 1964 with the old box pews being removed and replaced 

by moveable pews that make the use of the church more flexible for concerts etc. In the last few 

years there has been an extensive programme of repair and refurbishment. In 2010 the Lady Chapel 

was re-wired and brought back into use for small services, meditation & pastoral care. In 2015 the 

work on a new kitchen and toilets, including disabled facilities, was completed. These facilities are 

used both by the congregation and the wider community e.g. craft days for children in school 

holidays, coffee mornings, refreshments after funerals. 

 

 
Bells 
In 2012 the bells were removed and refurbished by Taylors of Leicester. In addition to regular ringing 
for church services and the ongoing task of training and developing new ringers, Heptonstall bells 
have always been popular with visiting ringers from all parts of the country. 
 
1965 Hill, Norman and Beard Organ 
The organ dates from the major reordering of the church in the 1960s, and it has been designed to 
look and feel part of the furnishings as a whole. Organ recitals take place from time to time. 
The Vicarage, for the Benefice of Hebden Bridge and Heptonstall, is adjacent to the new churchyard 
in Heptonstall. 
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Finance 

The parish paid their Parish Share assessment in full in 2017 and 2018. 

We are currently conducting a stewardship campaign.  

The PCCs have managed to maintain their policy of making mission donations including local, 

national and international charities. 

The treasurer ensures that all donations are gift aided, wherever possible, as well as taking 

advantage of the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme to maximise the benefit of tax relief. 

Locality 

Heptonstall parish has a population of approximately 2,000 people. St Thomas church is located in 

the village of Heptonstall, which is close to Hebden Bridge. There are direct rail connections from 

Hebden Bridge to Manchester, Leeds, Southport, York and Barrow in Furness. Trains to Wakefield 

and Huddersfield can be accessed by changing at Halifax. Trains are direct to London from Leeds, 

Manchester and Halifax. 

The parish also includes Blackshawhead, Colden and miles of beautiful moorland. There are regular 

buses from Blackshawhead /Heptonstall to Hebden Bridge. 

There are communities at Colden, Heptonstall & Blackshawhead and large areas of moorland and 

countryside with access to miles of footpaths including the Pennine Way and Calderdale Way.  

The village welcomes many day trippers and holiday makers throughout the year. Many visit St 

Thomas’s church and the new graveyard through the connection with the American poet Sylvia Plath 

and her husband Ted Hughes, previous Poet Laureate, who at one  time lived in the village. 

Employment 

There are no large employers in the parish. There are 

a number of people who work from home in a variety 

of ways: creative arts, eBay sales, gardening, home 

maintenance etc. Farming is still important in the 

area. 

The majority of the population work outside the 

parish. Within the parish there are 4 public houses 

where the community meet, a social club, two junior 

schools, various shops, a post office and cafes. 

Please contact the Churchwardens Margaret & 

Graham Kidd; 01422 845810 

Email: gkiddeng@aol.com if you would like to arrange an informal visit.  

 

mailto:gkiddeng@aol.com
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St James the Great 

HEBDEN BRIDGE 

The parish is located in the Upper Calder Valley where two tributary valleys, those of the Colden and 

the Hebden rivers, enter from the north and is part of the Deanery of the Calder Valley.  The parish 

has a population of 6,500 with 4,700 in the town of Hebden Bridge. The parish has striking scenery 

which is much loved by walkers, with land rising to over 1000 feet both to the north and south of the 

town. 

The Parish Church of St James the Great is a Grade ii listed building, which has just seen completed 

extensive roof renovations.  There is also one Methodist church and one Baptist church in the town 

with the addition of one Quaker meeting room. The parish has good road and rail links to large urban 

areas to the east and the west but remains semi-rural in its general nature. 

 

It grew as a small textile town with some light engineering. The town became known as ‘Trouser 

Town’, but these traditional industries began to fail in the years following World War II and the town 

went into decline. 

The rebirth of the town as a tourist centre has occurred over the last 40 years, with major 

commuting into Leeds, Manchester, York and Liverpool.  The unusual “double deck” houses, the old 

pack horse bridge which gives the town its name and the development of small independent shops 

has helped the town to take advantage of its ready accessibility by road and rail and to redevelop 

into something new and ‘quirky’.  The local canal, closed in the 1930s, has reopened for leisure and 

has also become an active suburb with many permanent moorings. 

Many professional, artistic and media people have made Hebden Bridge their 

home. The population of the parish is now stable with a wide variety of income 

levels. This area is considered to be one of the most satisfying places to live in 

the whole of the British Isles. The rural nature of the parish is combined with 

good transport links.   Many people work outside the parish, commuting east 

and west.  Employment within the parish is concentrated on small service 

industries, shops, cafes and a small amount of ‘high tech’ industries. 
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The Church 

The church has a small congregation with a total of 41 on the electoral roll.   An active PCC meets 

nine times per year in scheduled meetings.  There is usually one extraordinary meeting in March.  

There are several services throughout the week, including:  Wednesday morning BCP communion 

service (an average attendance of 10), Sunday Sung Eucharist (an average attendance of 24) and 

Sunday Evening Prayer.  There is also an All Age Service (first Sunday of the month), and services 

such as Easter, Christingle and Remembrance attract good attendance, especially when linked with 

Hebden Royd C of E Primary School (VA). These are established links we hope to build on. 

There is a weekly coffee morning on Wednesday and on the 

second Saturday of the month an additional coffee morning, 

where parishioners and guests enjoy fellowship, tea and cake. 

One house group meets for scripture study.  

The Church’s social area 

was created during the 

1980’s and 1990’s and is 

used on a regular basis by 

a School’s Out club linked to the local Church School, two 

Parents & Toddler groups for morning sessions and a Tap Dance 

group.  The social area is also hired for children’s parties and 

occasional business meetings.  The Upper Room of the social 

area also has DVD projection equipment which can be used for 

the showing of films or for presentations. 

The adjacent church school holds an end of term service in church 

three times per year and a Christmas 

Carol service in December.  There are 

weekly visits for school assembly to all 

infants and junior schools in both the 

Hebden Bridge and Heptonstall parishes. 

The Church is also used for special events 

associated with the school, such as the 

scarecrow competition for the harvest 

festival. This is part of our efforts to 

increase links with the school and engage 

with children and their parents.  

Several funerals and baptisms are held per year, but there are few 

weddings. We have been fortunate enough to have several 

congregants confirmed. 
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The church also hosts an Annual Service of 

Remembrance, with the Royal British Legion and 

other organisations in the town, following a parade 

through the town centre via the Hebden Bridge war 

memorial. 

The Church is a member of the local ‘Churches 

Together’ organisation. The church supports 

Fairtrade and on the second Sunday of the month 

products are offered for sale for congregation 

members to purchase. 

The church also has a 

programme of 

charitable giving and 

now makes a quarterly contribution of £150 to a range of charities – 

local, national and international. 

We also celebrate major events for the country, such as the Queen’s 

90th Birthday celebrations. 

The Church Building 

The church was built in 1833 as one of the ‘Million pound’ churches as a result of a petition to create 

a ‘Chapel of Ease’ for the population of the Heptonstall parish living in the lower areas of the Calder 

and Colden valleys.  They faced a Sunday climb of nearly 600 feet to the ancient church of St Thomas 

A Becket in Heptonstall village. 

The church became the parish Church of 

Hebden Bridge when the parish was created. 

The building originally consisted of the tower 

and the present-day nave with side and rear 

galleries and no heating! The chancel was 

added in 1875 together with the vestries and 

organ and the blessed addition of a heating 

system. At the same time the north and south 

galleries were removed.  The side chapel was 

added about 25 years later in memory of and 

named after Canon George Sowden.  His brother, our first vicar, Rev. Sutcliffe Sowden performed the 

marriage service for Charlotte Bronte to his friend the Reverend Arthur Bell Nicholson and also the 

funeral service for Charlotte in Haworth.  Unfortunately, he drowned in the nearby Rochdale Canal 

and was buried at St James by Rev. Nicholson.  

When the idea of inserting stained glass windows was first proposed, a scheme was drawn up. From 

1875 onwards, Heaton, Butler and Bayne, the subject of a 2000 documentary film ‘Stained Glass 
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Masters’, made our collection of windows. They are highly regarded in the architectural world and 

we have had visitors from far and wide coming to view them, including the USA. 

The last major changes to the interior of the building took place between 1982 and 1998 when the 

social area was created, with the lower narthex containing the font and the large upper room.  Both 

areas have kitchen and toilet facilities. Maintenance of the building is not without challenges, which 

are being addressed by the Churchwardens and the PCC. There has been a history of roof leaks in 

recent years due to the poor condition of the slating, also then affecting the interior of the building.  

This is being addressed by a series of Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant funded repairs.  In 2016, the 

north pitches of the church were re-roofed in new slates and flashing and gutters renewed.  

Alongside this work, some plastering and redecoration work was carried out to the nave and choir 

vestry/organ loft. The remaining major concern, as identified in the latest quinquennial inspection, 

are the poor condition of the south pitches of the nave and chancel roofs and the consequential 

damage due to water penetration.  Also of concern is the condition of the tower pinnacles, and the 

poor condition of the kitchen, which is in need of upgrading to meet modern environmental health 

standards. These works are all being addressed in a current HLF grant project which is underway. 

This has faculty approval and has been tendered to contractors.  There is an in-principle offer to fund 

the works by the HLF and it is anticipated that the repairs will be carried out in late 2019 or early 

2020. Other work to provide improved disabled access has faculty approval, but requires grant 

funding, whilst the redecoration and re-carpeting of the St John’s Room is being considered. 

 

Music at St James 

Whilst we do not have the largest of congregations, 

they do enjoy singing! We use the “Anglican Hymns 

Old and New” and mix both traditional and more 

modern hymns for most services.  The communion 

service is sung. Two years ago we started a choral 

group for the Christmas Carol Concert. This has now 

grown to over twelve members. In 2018 we have sung 

for Mothering Sunday, Easter, Ascension Day, 

Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Advent Carol Service 

and the Christmas Carol Service. The junior school 

choir joined us for the carol service. They also sang in 

2017 so we hope to make this an annual event. We 

have also on occasion sung as a joint choir with members from St Thomas congregation from 

Heptonstall.  

The present organ was built in 1966 by Wood Wordsworth, under the direction of Dr. Donald Hunt, 

who was then Director of Music at Leeds Parish Church.  It has a two manual console situated at the 

south east corner of the nave, with electric action to the organ pipework situated in the north east 

old choir vestry.  It has 36 stops which operate 24 ranks of pipes. The organ is tuned twice a year and 

is in good working order. 
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Vicarage 

The Vicarage is in Heptonstall Parish and is a modern 5 bedroom detached house with a 
conservatory, downstairs study, garage, ample parking and easily maintained gardens. The vicarage 
has been used to host social activities such as church barbeques, as well as Bible study groups and 
the Pilgrim course.  The vicarage is located at 12 Becketts Close, Heptonstall HX7 7LJ,a picturesque 
corner of the village with far-reaching views. 
 

 
 
Local schools 
www.calderdale.gov.uk/education/schools 

Heptonstall Junior, Infant & Nursery School (Age 3-11) 
Smithwell Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NX 
www.heptonstallschool.org.uk 
 
Colden School (Junior & Infant)  
Smithy Lane, Colden, Hebden Bridge, HX7 7HW 
www.colden.calderdale.sch.uk 
 
Hebden Royd C.E VA Primary School (3-11) 
Church Lane, Hebden Bridge, HX7 6DS 
www.hebdenroydprimary.org.uk 
 
Calder High School (11-16) (Secondary) 
Brier Hey Lane, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge HX7 5QN 
www.calderlearningtrust.com 
 
The North Halifax Grammar School (Secondary) 
Illingworth, Halifax, HX2 9SU 
www.nhgs.co.uk 
 
The Crossley Heath School (Secondary) 
Savile Park, Halifax, HX3 0HG 
www.crossleyheath.org.uk 

http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/education/schools
http://www.heptonstallschool.org.uk/
http://www.colden.calderdale.sch.uk/
http://www.hebdenroydprimary.org.uk/
http://www.calderlearningtrust.com/
http://www.nhgs.co.uk/
http://www.crossleyheath.org.uk/

