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Vision Statement 
St Matthew’s, Haslington is an open 

Christian congregation centred around the 

Eucharist which aims to serve the wider 

community through active involvement in 

village life 

 

Parish Profile 

 

                          

Vision Statement 

St. Michael and All Angels,  

Crewe Green are a gathered church 

seeking to be a supportive, inclusive  

and accepting focal point for the  

Christian Community, looking to extend 

 the Kingdom of God  

in Crewe Green and beyond 

                                                                                                                                

 

Vision Statement 

Christ Church, Wheelock is of central 

tradition and is a welcoming and 

friendly church seeking to increase 

growth by extending a warm 

Christian welcome to all in the 

community 
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    Our Priorities 
 

We are comfortable with and enjoy our Anglican worship, but know we need to grow in 

faith and commitment and to increase our numbers if we are to flourish as a congregation. 

We have made progress but are not certain how to sustain it. In particular, we would like to 

build on our work with younger people and home groups to lower our age profile 

We want to find ways to encourage more than the faithful minority to come regularly to 

church, to sustain our membership for future generations and further the Kingdom in our 

community. 

To re-assess our ministry and our vision for the church and the community. 

Continue to develop our ministry to young families through Messy Church.                                                        

                                            

   

 

The skills and qualities of the new Incumbent 

 
What key qualities we are seeking in our new incumbent. 

 

1.  A leader in mission to grow our churches.  

We are looking for someone with energy and enthusiasm to lead missional change. We anticipate 

that this will mean you must have a strong faith in Christ, nurtured in prayer and Bible study and 

an understanding that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life. We want to seek and save 

those who currently have little or no interest in Christ and especially the young. 

2. A warm hearted personality. 

We anticipate that this will mean you enjoy socialising and that you interact easily with people 

inside and outside the Church walls. We also anticipate that you will want to be visible in all the 

parishes and especially the schools and provide a warm face for the churches. 

3. A collaborative leader who nurtures people in their own calling. 

We anticipate you will delegate willingly and share in decision making and be able to shape and 

share vision. You will want to deepen discipleship in the Churches and inspire a new generation of 

leaders and to develop spiritual gifts throughout the congregations. 
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The Parishes of Haslington and Crewe Green 
 

The Civil Parishes of Haslington and Crewe Green contain the village of Haslington and  

Crewe Green together with the smaller communities of Winterley, Oakhanger and Sydney. 

Haslington and Crewe Green are located to the east and northeast of the well known railway town 

of Crewe, a gateway to the Northwest of England. Moving outwards across the Cheshire Plain from 

the densely populated areas of Crewe, crossing a green gap with the A534 Haslington Bypass, the 

residential areas of the parish are connected via a network of minor roads linking to Sandbach in 

the north and Alsager in the East where the M6 motorway passes from the Midlands into the north 

west of England. The vast majority of the land area is agricultural; this includes both private farms 

and the former Cheshire County Council smallholdings on Holmshaw Lane and Butterton Lane. Bus 

routes, including services from Crewe to Macclesfield; Winsford and Sandbach together with the 

Crewe Hanley service, serve the population.  National train travel is available from Crewe Railway 

station with frequent high speed trains to major UK cities, plus commuter routes to Manchester, 

Stoke-on-Trent and into Wales. 

 

The land ranges from the peat in the east at Oakhanger through to the clay in the west. This has 

provided excellent grazing land for the traditional dairy herds. Winterley Pool has a wide variety of 

water birds, a favourite spot to break a journey by car or on one of the extensive footpath routes.  

The Guinness Partnership provides social housing in the parishes; this includes the majority of the 

rented accommodation designed for the elderly. A private nursing home provides residential and 

dementia care in a modern setting. 

The communities support a wide range of youth organisations including Scouts, Guides,  

Boys Brigade and The Oakhanger Project. Clubs aimed at all ages include the Haslington  

Cricket Club, The Cosey Social Club and Crewe Golf Club. The older members of the community run 

the 65 Club. The Red Cross Centre houses two ambulances and an active group of first aiders 

serving a wide area. Further community groups include Art, Garden, Craft, and WI.  
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 The map below shows the parishes of Haslington (1715); Crewe Green (1713); Wheelock (1322); 

and Sandbach Heath (1319 – marked Area ‘A’ on the map). Preliminary discussions are currently 

taking place about proposals for the possible Pastoral Reorganisation of these parishes. If, after 

statutory consultations, a Pastoral Scheme were to be made to give effect to the proposals, then 

the parishes of Haslington ; Crewe Green; and Wheelock will form a new three parish benefice. The 

parish of Sandbach Heath will become a new single parish benefice 

The Parishes of Haslington and Crewe Green which include Winterley and Sydney are 

situated in the beautiful Cheshire agricultural countryside is home to 6590 residents (2011 census). 

Housing development has increased the number of residents beyond the census total listed and 

this is ongoing. There is a community ethos especially in the older generations and especially those 

who have lived here for a long time. The younger generations are less engaged which has created 

more of a commuter feel to the village in recent years. The 4 villages are a good place to live, a fact 

that is reflected in higher than average house prices, with considerable diversity of housing 

architecture. 

Although, all areas of the parish have the expected problems associated with modern living, there 

are no special social problems. The churches have a good reputation within the community, and 

are well known as very “warm and welcoming”. Haslington and Winterley Methodist Churches and 
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Crewe and Haslington URC are within the same parish as St Matthew's. There are good 

relationships with these churches, although in recent years this had suffered somewhat due to 

changes in the ministry teams. However the last incumbent was beginning to re-establish stronger 

links with both church groups and their newest ministers and we hope creative conversations can 

take place to grow even closer and walk even better together. 

 

The parish of Wheelock 

The village of Wheelock is situated 1.68 miles from the centre of the lovely town of Sandbach, and 

1.4 miles from the neighbouring village of Winterley. The Parish also covers the small hamlet of 

Wheelock Heath approx. 1 mile from the Parish Church. 

  

There are in excess of 3000 residents in the Parish.  We believe the population to be expanding due 

to further developments in the parish and no specific age group predominates. The population 

includes a mixture of professional, retired, manual and farm workers. Farm owners, young families 

and the unemployed. The population are predominantly white British. We estimate the proportion 

of housing to be 90% owner occupied and 5% private rented. The parish has no particular social 

problems. 

 

The Trent and Mersey canal is a significant feature of the village and an increasingly important 

tourism opportunity. 

  

 

The Churches 

The Parish Church, dedicated to St. Matthew, stands in the centre of Haslington. Its origin is of a 

very early date, although there is some controversy about the exact date because reference books 

on the subject differ. It was originally referred to as a Chapelry. 

The church hall at Haslington is located 100yds from the church 

and can be accessed by road or through the churchyard. The hall is 

in a good state of repair, there was a new kitchen installed in 2017. 

It is well used by local groups for dancing, scouting and guiding as 

well as church based activities.  
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St. Michael’s was designed by George Gilbert Scott and is a significant building in its own right. 

Amongst  significant things to note is that a former Vicar of St Michael’s penned the hymn “The day 

Thou gavest Lord is ended”. It is in a pleasing location within the parish of Crewe Green and has 

adequate car parking with additional parking, if needed, on the grass land to the east of the church. 

We are situated on the outskirts of the railway town of Crewe with easy access to the M6. There  

are bus stops adjacent to the church to and from Crewe/Sandbach to 

Winsford/Middlewich/Alsager and the Potteries. 

See Appendix 1, for a brief guide to St. Matthew’s Church Haslington 

See Appendix 2, for A guide to St. Michael and All Angels, Crewe Green Other 

See Appendix 3 for a guide to Christ Church, Wheelock 

 

The nave of Christ Church, Wheelock was built in 1836 as a chapel of ease. It was 

dedicated to Christ in 1843 by the Bishop of Chester. The chancel was added in 

1903, the architect being Alfred Price. The church is located on the main road 

through the village, is brick built and is generally in good repair and any work is 

minor.  

 

The ageing congregation is representative of the parish. It is estimated that 75% of 

the congregation live just outside of the parish but within a couple of miles. 

                                                                                                       

 

The church has a churchyard and we estimate there is 

about 6 years available for new graves. Eight new graves 

were opened last year and four re-openings. In the 

churchyard is a stone memorial dating from about 1920 

with a soldier in battledress. There is a special area for the interment of ashes. 
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The Vicarage at Haslington 
 

Properties 

The four bedroom vicarage was built in the 1960s, and is in a 

reasonable state of repair. There are 2 large reception 

rooms, study, kitchen and toilet on the ground floor. The 

first floor has three double bedrooms one with wash hand 

basin, one single bedroom and bathroom and separate 

toilet. An additional shower room was installed for the previous incumbent.  The vicarage sits in a 

large garden with a single garage. The vicarage is located on Crewe Road near to St. Matthew’s 

Church and centre of Haslington and about 1 mile from St. Michael’s in Crewe Green.  

Schools and education in the Parishes 

Pre-school 

The under fives attend a choice of pre-schools, playgroups or nursery as follows: 

Rainbow Day Nursery and All Stars After School Club The Goslings 

Pre-school Group – Winterley Community Centre The Croft Pre-

school Playgroup – Haslington, Gutterscroft. 

Haslington Toddler Group - The Yoxall Hall, Haslington 

Haslington Pre-School Playgroup - Haslington Primary School. 

Primary 

Infant and junior children (4 - 11 year olds) are provided for at Haslington Primary School on Crewe 

Road, and The Dingle Primary School on The Dingle. The schools are sited at opposite ends of the 

village of Haslington. There is a primary school in Wheelock (4 – 11 year old) with approximately 

300 pupils. 
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Secondary 

Eleven to Eighteen year old pupils are catered for by a number of secondary schools in the area, of 

which Sandbach School (for Boys) and Sandbach High School (For Girls) are the main secondary 

schools because the catchment area includes Haslington.  Alsager High School in Alsager and St 

Thomas Moore Catholic High School in Crewe are also attended by some pupils resident in our 

villages. 

Springfield School for children with learning difficulties and disabilities and Manchester 

Metropolitan University Campus both lie in The Parish of Crewe Green, but the campus is to close 

soon. 

Community Facilities 

Community halls 

The Yoxall Village Hall, Haslington 

Gutterscroft Community Centre, Haslington 

St Matthew's Church Hall, Haslington 

Winterley Community Centre 

Play & Leisure Areas 

Gutterscroft playing Areas, Haslington 

Clay Lane Playing Fields, Haslington 

Clay Lane Skate board area, Haslington 

Winterley Pool 

Easy Access Trail - Walking Trail 

Haslington Cricket Club 

Haslington Bowling Club 
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Village Services 

Haslington Doctors Surgery with Pharmacy 

Haslington Dental Surgery NHS and Private 

Neighbours Network – providing help for those in need (based above the bakery in  

Haslington) 

3 hairdressers; 2 Beauticians; Bakery & Café; Post Office in the One Stop Shop (all in  

Haslington) 

Various other amenities and retail outlets. 

Church Engagement with the Community? 

Special Church Services: 

Farming linked services such as Plough Sunday and Lammas Tide 

Service were introduced by a previous incumbent and celebrated at St 

Matthew's Church; Rogation Sunday at a joint service at a local farm 

and Harvest services are held at each church.  

Remembrance Sunday services are held at both churches with a 

Community Service also held at St Matthew’s Church  

A Joint Memorial Service is held in November for bereaved families at St Matthews Christingle, 

Nativity and Carol services are held at both churches during Advent. 

Christ Church hold special service for Harvest, Rogation (united with Wheelock Methodist Church), 

Remembrance including laying of wreaths at the war memorial, Lighting the remembrance tree at 

Christmas, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Matins and an afternoon hour by 

the cross. 

At Christmas Christ Church holds a 9 lessons and carols and Christmas Eve crib service and a first 

Communion of Christmas at 10.30am. 
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 Music plays an important role in the worship of both St Matthew’s and St 

Michael’s churches.  

Both churches have robed choirs but at present there is only an organist at St 

Matthew's, CD's &/or keyboard/piano are used when there is no organist 

available. 

Christ Church, Wheelock has an enthusiastic though small robed 

choir, there is a piano and electronic organ and two available 

female organists.  

 

 

 

 

St Matthew's Church is open from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm Monday – Saturday inclusive for 

members of the community to use for prayer and meditation. The Wardens are responsible  

for keeping the church open until 4.00 pm on Sundays.  The church has been used as a venue for 

concerts by visiting music groups and as a venue for training 

sessions by local businesses. The local schools use St 

Matthew's for Christmas and Easter services for year and 

key stage groups, also school classes visit both churches for 

lessons linked with RE.  

 

As St Michael’s is not in the centre of housing community it is not open unless there is a service, 

however the local special school and both the Primary schools in Haslington have visited St 

Michael’s for RE linked lessons. 

 

Christ Church Mission partners who are currently Children’s Society, Bible Society, Church Army 

and CNET are supported not only in prayer but also financially. 
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The Lay Leadership team 

The joint benefice is fortunate to have three trained Readers, one of whom is Emeritus, who have 

all been encouraged to take an active role within the life and worship of the church. The current 

church wardens and Licensed Readers for the benefice are shown below with the parish 

representatives for this vacancy: 

Wardens Arleine Bloor  

St. Matthew 

aam.bloor@gmail.com  01270216548 

 Alan Wheeler 

 St. Matthew 

alanwheeler63@gmail.com   01270501450 

 Linda Clarke  

St. Michael 

linda.m.clarke@gmail.com  07752050003 

 Ron Taylor 

 St. Michael 

taylor-r10@sky.com 01270581310 

Parish Reps As above   

 George Wood 

Christ Church 

 01270583978 

Parish Reps Liz Morris & 

Carelton Morris 

lizziemorris9535@hotmail.co.uk 

carletonkeeb@hotmail.co.uk 

01270 583051 

Reader Ron Taylor  

St. Michael 

taylor-r10@sky.com 01270581310 

 Linda Clarke 

 St. Michael 

linda.m.clarke@gmail.com 07752050003 

 Anne Thompson 

United Benefice 

annie.thompson@btinternet  01270253220 

 George Wood 

Christ Church 

As above  

 

mailto:lizziemorris9535@hotmail.co.uk
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Christ Church has 2 representatives on Deanery 

Synod and   one representative on Diocesan 

Synod. There is a member of the congregation 

beginning the journey to become a lay reader 

 St Matthew's Strengths and weaknesses   

Strengths: 

The central location of the Church, Hall and Vicarage. 

Strong ministry providing in-depth teaching of the Bible. 

Friendliness with a welcoming heart; 

St Matthews’ congregation is largely static, relatively small, & with the exception of messy 

church, mature (in both physical & spiritual senses) but with a high proportion of mature 

Christians. We are very much the local parish church whose membership is substantially 

from within the parish. 

Messy Church - run by an enthusiastic Children's Team of volunteers from both churches of 

the benefice, three or four times a year. 

Open The Book Team, an ecumenical group including members from Haslington Methodist 

Church as well as St. Michael's, taking Bible stories to both primary schools every month. 

A church hall which has recently had the kitchen refurbished, and is well used by community 

groups as well as church groups. 

There is a good relationship between St Matthew’s Church and Haslington Parish Council. 

Weaknesses 

Need for someone to lead us in a review of our vision statement & help to make it the 

reality. 

Need for corporate prayer. 
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Need for worship for all ages including encouraging families to come on Sundays at least 

once a month. 

Need to provide relevant children's activities during Sunday services. 

We need to engage more strongly with the growing population to more effectively 

introduce them to the love of Jesus 

Need to encourage giving and to encourage more of the congregation to get involved. 

Baptism and Bereavement follow up teams need to be reintroduced. 

The church building needs considerable work to make it more ‘access friendly’. 

 St Michael’s Strengths and Weaknesses 

Strengths 

We are a close church family, friendly, encouraging, welcoming and supportive to new 

members and visitors. 

There is a relaxed atmosphere with a special welcome to new families with young children, 

for whom we provide toys and books, including smaller furniture making it easier for young 

children to do activities such as crayoning. 

We have a united lay ministry team whose teaching is Bible based. 

There is a good relationship between St Michael’s Church and Crewe Green Parish Council. 

The church is in a very picturesque area making it an ideal and popular setting for 

weddings/baptisms. 

A very willing band of helpers work hard in organizing social events to raise much needed 

funds. 

Weaknesses 

It is difficult to see where we can encourage new parishioners as the church is not in the 

heart of a community/village setting. 
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Average age of the current congregation is much higher than we would like”.  

We need to engage more strongly with the growing population to more effectively 

introduce them to the love of Jesus 

We have too few foot soldiers and need to encourage more people to recognise the gifts 

that they have. 

 

Christ Church strengths and weaknesses 

Strengths 

             Welcoming and friendly 

             Adaptable congregation wiling to embrace change 

             Strong traditional base of worship 

             Building in good condition and financially viable 

             An involved congregation 

             Lot of growth in area – primary school, areas of new build houses 

             Bible Study 

 

Weaknesses 

           Lack of community engagement 

           A lot of alternative local places of worship in the parish 

           Lack of ministerial leadership 

           No car park 

          Asking/ taking from same small group 

 

Joint Pastoral activities for Haslington and Crewe Green 
 
We produce a monthly Parish News which Wheelock are keen to link with. 

There is an active pastoral care group operating in these areas: 

General visiting of the housebound, those who are ill, including those in hospital, and taking Home 
Communion to the Nursing Home and Residential Home. 
 
Christ Church is actively involved in Churches together in Sandbach where they have a 

representative and participate in joint local initiatives. 

Christ Church currently produces its own monthly parish magazine 
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The Statistics for 2017 are: 
 

 St Matthew St Michael Christ Church 

Electoral Roll 75 49 67 

Baptisms 3 12 4 

Confirmations 3 0 0 

Weddings 3 8 1 

Church Funerals 8 3 10 

Crematorium 11 1 4 

 

Other Church Associated Groups 

Haslington Bible study- house group meeting weekly. 

CAMEO - bereaved and lonely lunch club meets on a Thursday in St Matthew’s Church Hall 

Dementia Café – Silver Strands - meets on the first Friday of the month, in St Matthew’s Church 

Hall 

Farmers Breakfast – Once a year in November 

Mothers’ Union meets monthly at various venues in Benefice. Currently there is not a Mothers’ 

Union group active at Christ Church 

Christ Church knit and natter meet monthly and bring in community 

members who are not part of the regular congregation 

(Knit & natter produce hats for the Special Needs baby unit at Leighton Hospital) 

 

Christ Church hold Lent, Advent and Bible study courses throughout the year 
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Church Services and worship 

Haslington, Crewe Green and Wheelock are currently under Pastoral Re-organisation. Wheelock was 

part of a different church group and therefore the current service patterns will need to be re-visited 

by the new Minister. 

Pattern of Sunday & Wednesday Services in St Matthew's & St Michael's 

 

Sunday 

9:30 am    Celebration of Holy Communion in St Matthew's Church 

      Baptism/All Age Communion on 1st Sunday of the month. 

11.00 am     Service of Holy Communion in St Michael's Church 

           Baptism/All Age Service on 1st Sunday of month. 

           Service of Morning Prayer on 3rd Sunday of month. 

(6.30 Evening Service in St Michael's Church on 1st 3rd and 5th Sunday of month. Discontinued by 

last Incumbent) 

Wednesday 

9:45 am     Service of Holy Communion in St Michael's Church. 

10.45 am    Service of Holy Communion (BCP) in St. Matthew's Church Both of 

these can be Morning Prayer when a vicar is not available. 

During the 9.30 am service at St Matthew’s and the 11.00am service at St Michael’s  young people 

are catered for with toys and paper activities at the back of church. 
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Pattern of Sunday services for Christ Church Wheelock                                                                                      

 

Sunday 

    10.30am  Family Service      (1st Sunday) 

     Morning Prayer   (2nd Sunday)                                            

                                 Holy Communion (3rd Sunday)                            

                                 Holy Communion ( 4th Sunday) 

                                 Holy Communion  (5th Sunday) 

 

                  4.30pm Evensong 

 

Christ Church uses the Common Worship Prayer Book and Hymn’s for Today. 

Home Communion is provided if requested, there is a prayer list for the sick, recently departed and 

bereaved and these are prayed for at all services. 

 

Other Services  

On Good Friday there is a joint and ecumenical service of Meditation at the Cross, 

followed by a Walk of Witness around the village with Easter style refreshments at 

Haslington Methodist Church afterwards. 

A joint service of Holy Communion is held at Rogation time 

at a local farm followed by a walk blessing the fields on the 

way back to the village. Christ Church hold a Harvest 

service and a Rogation service, united with Wheelock 

Methodist Church. 

                                                                                                                 Harvest Festival at Christ Church                                           

A joint service for Easter Saturday and Ascension Day is held at St Michael's Church. 

A joint service for Maundy Thursday is held at St Matthew's Church and Christ Church holds 

Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday Matins and an afternoon hour by the 

cross. 

The local Mothers Union hold their Wave of Prayer Service at St Matthew's Church. 
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Civic services are held at St Matthew’s Church at the request of Haslington Parish  

Council 

Both Primary schools attend ‘Churches Together in Crewe’ Christmas and Easter sessions at 

St Matthew's Church. 

Christ Church Remembrance service includes the laying of wreaths at the war memorial. 

A Community Service of 9 readings and Carols is held at St Matthew’s on the Sunday before 

Christmas and a service of 9 lessons and carols is held at Christ Church 

 

Christ Church holds a Children’s Christmas carol service as well as a 

Christmas Eve crib service and the lighting of the remembrance 

tree is a very special occasion. Christmas morning is celebrated 

with first communion at 10.30am. 

 

 

 

 

Appendices (as separate files) 

1. A Brief Guide to St Matthew’s Church Haslington 

2. A Guide to St Michael’s And All Angels Church Crewe Green 

3. A guide to Christ Church Wheelock 

4. Financial details from the APCMs for 2017 

5. Wardens and PCC secretary reports for 2017 


