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Experience of God in worship overflows into outreach 

Outreach welcomes others into fellowship 

Through fellowship we nurture each other into deeper faith 
experience, which in turn overflows 

What we have seen and heard we declare to you so that you 
may have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and his son Jesus Christ 

                                                 1Jn. 1.3 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Welcome  

Thank you for taking the time to read through our Parish Profile. This document has been 
compiled to help you in exploring the possibility of becoming our next Team Vicar. It will 
give you some idea of St John’s and the sort of priest we are looking for to work with us in 
moving forward.  

 

From the Team Rector      

The person who is appointed to the Bexley Team as 
Team Vicar for St John’s will be joining us at an exciting 
time of change and development. 
 
The Bexley Team ministry was originally formed in 2012 
and included the two Anglican churches in Bexley Village 
- St John the Evangelist, and St Mary’s. This has been a 
success and in August 2018 the Team was expanded to 
include the neighbouring parishes of Joyden’s Wood, 
and North Cray.  

 
Having been responsible for the parish of Joyden’s Wood since 2011 and the additional parish 
of North Cray since 2015, I was appointed as Team Rector in November 2018. 
 
Each of the four parishes remain a ‘parish distinct’ as we begin prayerfully to identify the 
things that we might do better together. 
 
We are looking for a Team Vicar who, although having particular responsibility for St John’s 
church, will be enthusiastic and committed to working collaboratively with clergy and lay 
colleagues across the whole team of four churches. We will be seeking to develop the gifts 
and ministries of lay people over the coming months and would seek to appoint a person who 
will put a high priority on this work. 
 

 

 



The Parish 

 

We are a medium sized suburban parish in the south of the London Borough of Bexley. It is 
largely residential, but there are plenty of open green spaces.  

Population: 7000-8000. 
There are no high-rise buildings and very little social housing. 

Public transport is good. Five bus routes serve Old Bexley and there are six trains an hour into 
central London taking on average 35 minutes.  Ebbsfleet International Rail Station is a 20 
minute drive away and affords high speed rail links to north London and Eurostar services 
bound for the continent. There are also easy connections from Bexley station to Rochester 
and the Kent coast. The A2 and M25 are close by. 
 

The Church – The Setting for Worship   

St John’s is a Grade II listed, Victorian Gothic Revival in 
style, built in 1882.    

It has an Arts and Crafts style painted apsidal chancel and  
stained-glass windows. Originally with pews throughout, 
side pews have been removed to give space for a children’s 
corner, Lady Chapel and an area for Toddler Church craft 
activities and seating for refreshments after services. With 
chairs replacing the side pews the church can 
accommodate c350 people making it attractive to wedding 
couples and local school services.  
 
We aim to be a sacred and spiritual space, open to all and 
are open daily for prayer, reflection and private 
commemoration. The church is much used by both local 
people and those visiting the area. 
 
 

The Memorial Garden, for the burial of ashes, is at the front of church (between the tower 
and north doors) and is well maintained by a member of our congregation. 



Worship 

Our main Sunday service is a Sung Eucharist, at 10am, with music led by our SATB choir and 

Director of Music – accompanied by an organist. On the first Sunday of each month we have 

Family Worship, with music led by our music group, followed by Matins at 11.30am. Baptisms 

are currently held at 12 noon on the third Sunday or during the main 10am service. 

Day Time Service Mean Attendance  

All Sundays 8.00 Said Holy Communion Adults 10  

1st Sunday 10.00 Family Service Adults    55  
Children   31  

Other Sundays 10.00 Sung Eucharist Adults    54  
Children 10  

1st Sunday 11.30 Matins Adults 10  
 

3rd Sunday 12.00 Holy Baptism  

Wednesday 10.30 Said Holy Communion Adults 15  
 

Fridays (school 
term) 

14.00 Toddler Church Adults 21  
Children 18 

(Attendance figures are based on the period 03/09/2017 – 29/08/2018. Figures for festal 
and special services, which have significantly larger congregations, are omitted.  
 
Special services are held for Ash Wednesday, Compline for Holy Week, Ascension Day, All 
Souls, Nine Lessons and Carols, Crib Service, Midnight Mass and Christmas Day. Choral 
Evensong services are held for Harvest, the Music Festival and other occasional celebrations. 
 
BCP is used for Matins, the last 
Sunday of the month for the 8am 
service and on the last Wednesday of 
the month. Otherwise Common 
Worship order 1 is used. Readings 
follow the lectionary with related 
readings from NRSV. Sermons are 
preached at all services. 
 
After preparation classes pre-
confirmation children may receive 
communion. 

Family Service is informal, but 
structured, with a talk aimed at 
engaging all ages. We would 
welcome fresh ideas from our new 
team vicar in encouraging transition 
from Toddler Church to Family 
Service and Sunday School. 

Instruction for young choristers at the 10am sung Eucharist, takes place in the vestry. They 
leave at the beginning of the sermon and return at the Peace. 

 
 

 



Sunday School 

This runs in school term time, excluding the Family Service 
on the first Sunday of the month. Children leave church for 
the hall, after a brief talk from the president following the 
processional hymn. They return for a blessing and the 
closing part of the service, sharing what they have been 
learning and doing. Teaching and activities follow the 
lectionary using ‘Living Stones’ (Susan Sayer). Numbers 
attending are small and input into its growth from our new 
team vicar will be very much welcomed. 

 

Toddler Church 

This is a significant outreach attracting non-
church families and although informal, it 
follows liturgical order. Active participation is 
encouraged throughout the service, enabling 
children to be the church of today.  
Stories do not follow the lectionary, with the 
current pattern being: Autumn term: Stories 
Jesus told; Advent – Easter: The story of Jesus; 
Summer term: Stories Jesus heard (OT). 
 
 
 

 

Music     

The Henry ‘Father’ Willis Organ was built into the church 
in 1887 and is still maintained by the same company. A 
major overhaul and refit was completed in October 2014.  
We currently have the services of two locum organists.   
 
St. John’s uses Anglican Hymns Old and New (Kevin 
Mayhew). 
The mass setting used for the main service is ‘Bread of 
Life’ (Margaret Rizza) and usually the Psalm is sung. 
 
 
 

We are very proud of our robed SATB choir, 
which has both adult and child choristers who 
sing at the main Sunday service, Weddings, our 
special Choral Evensongs and Carol Service. 
  
Our music group (currently piano, guitars and 
teenage choristers) lead the music at our 
monthly Family Service and Good Friday Family 
Service, using both modern worship songs and  
traditional hymns.                                                                                                                   
Toddler Church uses recorded music. 



Occasional Offices 

 

Weddings booked for 2018   12 

Renewal of vows     1 

Blessing of marriage     1 

Baptisms    23 

Confirmations     2 

Funerals in church     5 

Funerals at the crematorium   15 

(Numbers for January to the end of September 2018) 
 

Safeguarding 

We have a children’s and adult’s at-risk safeguarding officer and a parish disclosure officer 
who processes DBS checks. We are up to date with DBS checks and safeguarding. All PCC 
members have completed C0 training and we are rolling it out to other church members. 
Safeguarding is always on our PCC Agenda. 
 

Charity  

We support the Bexley Food Bank, Demelza Children’s Hospice and Home for Good. Church 
members volunteer at the Bexley Night Shelter during the winter months. We also have links 
with Evergreen Care, a local charity that’s supports older vulnerable adults in our community. 
Over the year we support designated charities with cash collections.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. John’s Church Family 

An established team of volunteers ensures that everything that needs to happen happens. It 
includes: 
 
Two Churchwardens 
PCC 
 
Parish Clerk   
 
LLM 
Sacristan 
Servers 
Chalice Assistants                                           
Sides persons 
Lesson Readers 
Intercessors 
 
Church Cleaners 
Flower arrangers 
 
A projects committee takes on projects the PCC identifies as work needed to maintain and 
enhance the church building. It raises funds, applies for grants and sees the projects through 
from start to finish. Projects completed since its inception, include new heating and lighting, 
a new sound system, major organ overhaul, organ screen, vestry refit and coffee and 
children’s area storage cupboards. It is currently seeking grants to repair the clock in the spire. 
 
We pay for the services of a groundsman and a cleaner for the hall. 
 

Church Hall 

The hall, completed in 1998, is much used by the community for regular weekly groups and 
one-off meetings and children’s parties. The hall consists of a large hall, a small meeting room 
used for choir robing and parish office, kitchen, toilets and three storage rooms. There is a car 
park for 16 cars. 

The hall management committee oversees the letting and maintenance. 
 

 
 

 



Community Café 

This recent venture started in 
June 2018 and is held in the 
church hall one morning a week. 
Run by members of the 
congregation, it provides free 
refreshments and encourages 
community social interaction. 
Through word of mouth and 
Facebook we are reaching out, 
not just locally, but across the 
borough to those in need of 
companionship. The café has 
proved very popular and 
supermarkets in the borough have visited to donate resources and offer support.  We would 
welcome your support in growing this venture. 

https://www.facebook.com/bexleycommunitycafe/ 

 

Social Activities 

Our social activities are open to other churches within our Team Ministry and include:   

Family Lunch on the first Sunday in a pub within the parish, where there is a garden for 
children to interact and play in. 
Monthly Team Lunch in a pub in the village.    
Gent’s Lunch on the first Wednesday 
Ladies Lunch on the third Tuesday  
Monthly Book Club 
 

 

Communication  

We produce a Weekly Pew Sheet and a Bi-monthly Magazine. We also communicate with our 
congregation via our Website and through Facebook and Twitter. 

www.facebook.com/stjohnsbexley     www.stjohnsbexley.org     twitter.com/stjohnsbexley     
https://www.facebook.com/bexleycommunitycafe/ 

http://stjohnsbexley.org/images/magazine/ParishmagDecJan18FINAL%20(1).pdf 
 

Team Ministry 

Since uniting as a Team Ministry in 2012  
In 2012 we became a Team Ministry with St. Mary the Virgin, Bexley and this has been a great 
success. We have shared bible study (the 8 ‘Pilgrim Courses’ and ‘Bible for Everyone’ – the 
Gospel of Mark, now continuing with Luke) Maundy Thursday suppers with a Eucharist, a 
Quiet Day and Annual Pilgrimages to Rochester, St. Albans and Chichester. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bexleycommunitycafe/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsbexley
http://www.stjohnsbexley.org/
http://twitter.com/stjohnsbexley
https://www.facebook.com/bexleycommunitycafe/
http://stjohnsbexley.org/images/magazine/ParishmagDecJan18FINAL%20(1).pdf


Sidcup Deanery 

The Deanery encompasses the parishes of Holy Redeemer, Lamorbey; Holy Trinity, Lamorbey; 
Christ Church, Sidcup; St. John the Evangelist, Sidcup in team ministry with All Saints, 
Footscray; St. Andrew, Sidcup; St. James the Great, Blendon and The Bexley Team Ministry 
(see above). The chapter meets approximately six times a year over lunch; they are used as 
an opportunity to share news and challenges and provide mutual support. Outside speakers 
are occasionally invited. Deanery synod meets three times a year and focuses on mutual 
support and the opportunity to share good practice. 
Archdeaconry clergy meet twice a year with an additional mini-residential conference. 

 

Churches Together in Old Bexley (CTiOB) 

St. John’s takes an active part in the activities of CTiOB which include: Lent courses, Stations 
of the Cross, Prayer Walk, Remembrance Sunday Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial 
which also includes members of the Bexley ex-servicemen’s club, services for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, Christian Aid Week and the Women’s World Day of Prayer, a Winter 
Night Shelter and a two-week annual Music Festival. 
 

Schools  

There are two primary schools in the parish: 

Old Bexley C of E Primary School ‘Love God, Love Each Other, Love Learning’ 
The new team vicar will be invited to be on the board of governors and take weekly 
assemblies. Over the last few years meditation and a lunchtime prayer club have been 
introduced. Easter, Pentecost and Christmas school services are held in church and a Eucharist 
is held each term in school. 
 
Hurst Primary School ‘Inspiring Learners for Life’ 
Although not a C of E school its link with us is long established and strong. The LLM is a regular 
visitor to the school, where she takes assemblies and works in classrooms. It is hoped that our 
new team vicar will join the assembly rota. 
 
Bexley operates a selective system for secondary education, places being dependant on the 
results of an 11+ examination. There are good selective and non-selective schools nearby. 
 

Accommodation 

The large detached vicarage is situated next to the church. It has four good sized bedrooms 
and an upstairs bathroom, 
two large reception 
rooms, study, kitchen with 
walk in larder, utility 
room, downstairs 
cloakroom and a garage. 
The large fenced garden is 
mainly grass with shrub 
borders.  
 

 
 



Our New Team Vicar 
 

 
We are looking for a team vicar who:  
 

• Is spirituality inspiring and someone able to challenge and encourage us in our faith.  

• Is committed to working collaboratively as part of a Team Ministry. 

• Inspire and develop the gifts and talents within the congregation. 

• Will help us to attract and retain new families and will relate well to children and 
young people.  

• Will develop and strengthen our Toddler Church service and help us to create links 
between this and Sunday School.  

• Will value our strong musical tradition.  

• Will offer sensitive but decisive leadership and help us to embrace change where it is 
needed.  

• Have a heart for people, nurture, care and encourage.  

• Be approachable, supportive and encouraging.  

• Make people of all ages feel valued. 

• Have a good sense of humour 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.stjohnsbexley.org 

 

http://www.stjohnsbexley.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


