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What is offered 

The Parish of St Olave, Mitcham, is a parish in the Archdeaconry of Lambeth, Merton 

Deanery. It is part of the Mitcham Group Ministry and under the episcopal care of the 

Bishop of Fulham. 

The PCC is looking to the appointment of a House for Duty Priest-in-Charge, two days a 

week and Sundays. The living is at present suspended. The former vicarage has been 

deemed unsuitable, and it is not yet clear what the arrangements for the accommodation 

of an appointee will be. The parish has good, but often busy, transport links to London 

and Croydon, and is almost entirely residential in character.  

 



 

 

The Church Building 

 

The Parish Church dates from 1930. To the designs of Arthur Campbell Martin, it is in a 

neo-Byzantine style, constructed in reinforced concrete within a brick exterior. Never 

completed as intended, the interior has been reordered with a near-central altar on a 

platform. Since 2013 schemes for relighting and rewiring, complete re-covering of all the 

flat roofs, insulation of the roof space, and replacement of the large transept windows 

have been completed. All these works were made possible by a substantial bequest by 

the late Revd Roy Brenchley, as was the replacement of the pipe organ by a new digital 

one. The chancel has been redecorated and progress is being made with redecoration of 

other areas stained by water ingress. There is no churchyard. 

 

Attached to the church is a hall built in 1975–6. It is used on Monday–Friday by a day 

nursery, and the income is an important source of church finance.  

 

Church traditions 
 

In April 2013 the PCC re-affirmed Resolutions A and B. Resolution C was 

already in place. In July 2016 the PCC made its Resolution under the 

House of Bishops’ Declaration. Congregational views on the ordination 

of women are not unanimous, but nor is there any pressure to rescind 

the Resolution.  

 

 



 

 

Worship  

Services are according to Common Worship. The tradition 

in earlier years was usually a Prayer Book Catholic one, so 

Holy Week is fully observed; the seasons are observed in 

liturgy, music, vestments and hangings; there is incense. 

The Angelus is said after Mass, and Benediction has been 

said or sung on some feast days. The preaching has been 

reliably Bible-based, instructive and prophetic as needed. 

Music is mostly congregational (no choir, but excellent 

organist and careful choice of hymns), but a small group 

of singers adds psalms and motets on feast days. An 

effort has been made to maintain a Low Mass at least 

once a week during the interregnum. Friday prayers 

(silent and/or formal) before the Blessed Sacrament 

during Lent began two years ago. In-house study groups 

have faded out, but the gap has been partly filled by a Lent group run by Churches 

Together in Mitcham. 

Congregation 

 

Number on Electoral Roll: 49 (2018) 

Usual Sunday attendance (all ages) : 37 (2017) 34 (2018) 



 

 

The congregation has a high proportion of over-65s, and younger people often have jobs 

that require Sunday working. There is a mix of ethnicity and nationality that reflects the 

diversity of the parish. Though overall numbers have not changed much over ten years, 

there has been constant change and renewal. Baptisms have been occasional and 

marriages even more so. There is admission to Communion after preparation for those 

who are committed to God and the Church and who enjoy the family’s support in so 

doing.  

Resources 

Congregational giving does not cover the running expenses. The 

parish has paid generously to the PSF, but the loss of funeral fees 

enforced a reduction. Thirty-four people participate in regular 

giving, by standing order or in cash. Net income from the Hall and 

from a telecommunications installation on the church tower totals 

around £22,000 p.a. The PCC covers the priest’s travel and 

telephone expenses. A Discretionary Fund is available. 

 

Mission 

The PCC has begun a Mission Action Plan, and the three targets for 

development are ‘Parents and Children in Church’, ‘Increase in Prayerful 

Activity’, and ‘Social and Outward-looking Activities’. At Christmas and 

Easter most houses in the parish receive cards of greeting and 

invitation to services. The church is heard in the parish when the 

Angelus rings twice a day. Regular opening of the building began but 

has lapsed.  

Ecumenical and Inter-Parish Links 

The parish is part of the Mitcham Group Ministry, and positive 

relationships with the Group clergy were developed by the 

previous Priest-in-Charge. St Olave’s takes its turn to host weekly 

clergy Morning Prayer. Though pleased to be a Resolution parish, 

St Olave’s also wants to be part of the Anglican presence in the 

area. The Lay Reader, who has been licensed to the parish since 

October 2011, participates in the meetings of Churches Together in 

Mitcham. People from the Group, from other Resolution parishes 

and from other denominations attend the Patronal festival in July.  

 

PCC Representatives attend Deanery Synod meetings when possible.  

 



 

 

The Local Community 

 

The parish of St Olave, almost entirely within the Longthornton Ward of the London 

Borough of Merton, lies between Mitcham, Streatham and Norbury. There is no clear 

‘town centre’, and the area is almost wholly residential. Almost a quarter of the 

geographical area is taken up by the South London Crematorium and Streatham Park 

Cemetery, but little other open space remains, apart from three medium-sized recreation 

grounds, though Mitcham Common is not far away. 

Most of the housing is in streets of terraced premises built 1926–36 for owner-

occupation. Two estates of flats and private housing have been built, one of which is 

Rowan Park, partly using the former school building. Public housing comprises an estate 

of 1930 maisonettes and the Eastfields estate of 1972. Renting and sub-letting have 

increased in recent years, and the area has always had a high turnover of residents, so 

that the church congregation, though it has not increased, has always been changing in 

composition. 

According to C of E statistics, from a parish population of 8,756 11.3% are aged 65 and 

over, 45.8% 30–64 and 35.7%5–29. From London Borough of Merton figures (2011), 

Longthornton Ward has a BME population of 42%. The average age is 35.51 years. A more 

recent group has come from eastern Europe, also represented in the St Olave’s 

congregation. The basic socio-economic status (overall 2011 LBM figures in brackets) of 

Longthornton Ward was: Higher Professional 5.8% (12.9%); Semi-Routine 12.3% (9.8%); 

Routine 8.5% (6.7%). The average annual household income is estimated at £24,255. This 

was the fifth lowest in Merton. 

There are two primary schools in the parish, whose pupils have on occasions visited the 

church either for a Christmas concert or in the course of the school curriculum. Such 

visits depend on the views of the head teachers and governors. Two Academies on the 

edges of the parish accommodate 11–18 pupils. 



 

 

Apart from a Lidl supermarket, shop premises are small and include several takeaway 

food outlets. The nearest library is in Pollards Hill, where there is a large community 

centre. There is a smaller centre in Grove Road, originally opened as an intergenerational 

centre. There is little group social activity in Longthornton, and the church probably 

brings more people together regularly than does any other organisation. The residents’ 

monthly working party is active, but Scouting is no longer present. A new Scout Hall and 

community rooms on the Rowan Park estate were promised by the developers, but have 

so far not been delivered. 

Strengths, weaknesses and opportunities  

The congregation is a local one (the majority walk to church) and 

generally a happy one. It has been changing in demographic profile, and 

the quality of welcome and outreach to new worshippers has improved. 

It has been hard to prepare for children, because of the unpredictable 

numbers of children and adults who may or may not attend. Nearly half 

those on the Electoral Roll read lessons, administer the chalice, welcome at the door or 

make tea. There are young servers. There is at present only one Churchwarden (who is 

also the Treasurer). 

St Olave’s wants to be more outward-looking and more engaged with the wider church. 

Charities are supported, especially by gifts of food to Christian Care Merton. The church 

building itself is now in much better condition, and should more often be accessible to 

those could benefit from its calm and quiet. 

 

Mass of the Nativity 2018 



 

 

The priest for St Olave’s 

The PCC would like to work with a priest who has the interpersonal 

skills to enliven the church and lead it forward, by developing and 

implementing the targets for development identified in its evolving 

Mission Action Plan. He should be an educator and deepen the 

congregation’s knowledge and understanding of scripture and the 

catholic faith. Though clear about what it is to be in a Resolution 

parish, he should form good working relationships with the Mitcham Group clergy and 

encourage the people of St Olave’s to look outwards. The Priest-in-Charge should 

become known in the local community. He will encourage individuals to take active roles 

in services and in all forms of church activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Olave’s Church, Mitcham 

Church Walk 

London SW16 5JH 

http://www.st-olaves.org.uk 

http://www.st-olaves.org.uk/

