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WELCOME AND OVERVIEW 

 

We are delighted that you are taking an interest in our parish and we pray that our profile will 
give you a real sense of who we are and help you discern whether God is calling you to join us. 
We hope you will find much in this profile to interest you and please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you would like any further information.  

 

"St Peter's Pembury is an Inclusive Church 

worshipping in two buildings; centred around the 
bread and wine of the Lord's Table but always 

looking out to the whole community; proud of our 
past but always striving to move forward into the 

future; committed to sharing God's love in word and 
deed." 

We are a friendly and welcoming church 

community. We have strong links with the 

community as a whole, participating in 

village events and opening the church for a 

variety of concerts and social events. 

Vision, Mission and Aims 
Our Vision 

The Vision of St Peter’s is to be God’s people 

seeing how things are transformed by the 

gospel and making a difference in Pembury and 

the wider world. 

Our Mission 

The Mission of St Peter’s is to share the love of 

God, spreading the Good News of Jesus and 

following his example of loving service. 

Our Aims 
• To be welcoming, hospitable and inclusive. 
• To provide regular services in our two churches that are relevant, encouraging and 

inspirational. 
• To provide opportunities for all ages to explore the Christian faith and Christian spirituality in 

exciting and challenging ways. 
• To foster Christian values and principles within the local community, enhancing the quality of 

village life and helping to meet the needs of the lonely and vulnerable. 
• To give away one-tenth of our annual income in support of charitable causes. 

Ven. Julie Conalty 

Archdeacon of Tonbridge 

archdeacon.tonbridge@rochester. 

anglican.org 

Tel: 01732 833840 

www.pemburychurch.net 
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WHAT WE CAN OFFER YOU 

 

We are a single parish with two churches both dedicated to St. Peter, with many opportunities 

for mission and ministry. The Old Church (Parish Church) is set in a rural location with the Upper 

Church in the centre of the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ We are an Inclusive, liberal catholic Eucharistically based church. 

▪ Our congregations are friendly, relaxed and welcoming. 

▪ We are receptive to change if it is introduced well. 

▪ We have supportive lay participation in leadership and worship. 

▪ We have a large team of active volunteers. 

The Vicarage is at 4 Hastings Road (TN2 4PD), a short walk from the Upper Church and the 
village green. It is a detached house built in 1981. There are two reception rooms, a kitchen, a 
utility room, a cloakroom, and the vicar’s office on the ground floor. Upstairs there are four 
double bedrooms, a bathroom and a separate toilet with a wash basin. Outside it has a garage 
and reasonable sized garden.  
 
We benefit from excellent transport links, road and rail via Paddock Wood, Tonbridge or 
Tunbridge Wells to London, the coast and the continent with ready access to airports. 
 
We have a variety of good schools, primary and secondary, serving the village. Neighbouring 
towns have a good selection of secondary schools including some grammar schools and a CofE 
secondary school at Tunbridge Wells. 
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WHO ARE WE LOOKING FOR? 

 

We hope that the following comments will help you discern whether you are called to be our 

vicar.  

We seek a vicar who: 

▪ Is a prayerful and spiritual person, showing in his or her own life the outworking of faith. 

 

▪ Will support our values of being a missional catholic and Inclusive Church. 

 

▪ Is comfortable with a range of worship styles and is willing to encourage us into trying 

new ways, embracing the risk. 

 

▪ Will, as a good pastor, teach, mentor and support others, nurturing deeper discipleship 

and fellowship, and encouraging active lay participation in all aspects of church life. 

 

▪ Is a skilled, democratic and practical leader and communicator who has the confidence 

to listen and respond to the views of others; to collaborate and delegate, and to identify 

and develop latent potential; to appreciate and encourage the talents of our large team 

of volunteers. 

 

▪ Is committed to encouraging families and people of all ages to be part of the church 

family. 

 

▪ Is able with imagination, enthusiasm and warmth to help us attract new people, 

including further developing our links with Messy Church.  

 

▪ Will be visible and available, ready to engage with people from all backgrounds in our 

community on an everyday basis irrespective of their faith, to build the place of church 

in the community. 

 

▪ Will actively support and encourage the PCC in bringing to fruition their vision for a new 

church and community hall. 

 

▪ Is alive to the potential of new means of communication such as social media. 
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PEMBURY IN BRIEF 

 
Pembury is a large village situated three miles from Tunbridge Wells in the Weald of Kent. The 
village has been by-passed from the main A21 to Hastings and the B2105 to Maidstone. It has 
easy access to the M25, Maidstone and the M20. London is 45 minutes by train from Tonbridge 
station, which is four miles away.  

The population is just over 6,500. It has a primary school, 
three churches, a post office, the village stores, farm 
shops, Tesco and various services including a GP practice, 
a dentist, hairdressers, library, solicitor, chemist, estate 
agents and chiropodist. However, even with all these 
facilities it remains a village community with a weekly 
market in the village hall. The village website is 
www.pembury.org 
 

Downingbury Farm Shop 
 
The village has been extensively built up since the war 
with housing estates of the 1960s and 1970s, and in filling 
since, as well as some earlier council housing estates. 
Some of the residents commute to London. The Hospice in 
the Weald opened in 1998 on the edge of the village. The 
Tunbridge Wells Hospital at Pembury, which lies about half 
a mile from the centre, has been substantially redeveloped 
to become the main hospital for the Maidstone and 
Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust. 
  
           The Hospice in the Weald 
 

The village is centred around the green, where 
various activities take place, including united 
church services, maypole dancing and a village 
picnic.  In addition, there is a large recreation 
ground with a football pavilion, and a cricket 
club. Pembury is surrounded by the beautiful 
Kent countryside, with its woodlands (including a 
designated RSPB site), fruit farms, hops and apple 
orchards.  
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PARISH LIFE - WORSHIP 

Day and Time Church Worship Service 

Sunday 8am Upper Church Common Worship Said Holy 
Communion 

Sunday 9.45am Upper Church Common Worship Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 11.30am Old Church BCP Matins 

Sunday 11.30am 

(once a month) 

Old Church BCP Holy Communion 

Wednesday 10.00am Upper Church Common Worship Holy Communion 

Saturday 

(once a month) 

Upper Church or 
Pembury Baptist 
Church 

 Messy Church 

In addition to the regular service listed above morning prayer takes place every morning 

(except Monday) at the Upper Church.  

There is an occasional service of Evensong at the Old Church and occasional Taizé services at 

the Upper Church. Messy Church takes place monthly in conjunction with Pembury Baptist 

Church. 

Vestments worn in the Upper Church are alb, stole and chasuble at all celebrations of the 

Eucharist, cassock, surplice and stole for Holy Baptism. Choir habit is worn at all other services. 

At the Old Church alb, stole and chasuble are worn at the Eucharist and choir habit for Matins. 

Normal Sunday attendance in 2018: 105 

Electoral role: 210 

Ministry Support 

Associate Vicar: Revd. Carrie Walshaw 

Clergy with Permission to Officiate: Revd. Heather Hughes, Revd. Christine Spurway 

Readers: Judy Cuthbert, Jill Marchant 

Lay Minister to be licensed May 2019: Gill Betts 

Bishops Certificate in Christian Ministry: Sharon Melville, Chris Walters 

Pastoral Assistants: Joanna Finlay, Pauline Hawker 
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PARISH LIFE – CHURCH LINKS 

 

▪ The Hospice in the Weald is supported by all the churches in the village and has its own 

chaplaincy team. The Tunbridge Wells Hospital at Pembury also has its own chaplain. 

 

▪ The girl’s school, Kent College fosters a close relationship with the parish and has its 

own Methodist chaplain. 

 

▪ Hazeldene Care Home is a residential care home where the churches in Pembury take 

turns to lead regular services. 

 

▪ Cornford House is a residential and nursing home. Some of the residents are members 

of St. Peter’s. Communion and services of the word are held there regularly. 

 

▪ Half a mile from the village centre is Aspens, which is a home for adults with learning 

disabilities. Some residents are regular worshippers at the Upper Church. 

 

▪ Although Pembury Primary School is not church aided, the current headteacher is happy 

to welcome clergy into the school to encourage greater involvement of the church in 

school life. The school holds its annual carol concerts in St. Peter’s Upper Church and 

previous vicars have been on the board of governors. 

 

▪ The Charles Amherst Almshouses opposite 

the Upper Church are 300 years old and 

listed. They consist of a row of six cottages 

for those who are over 60 years of age and 

in need. The Almshouses and residents are 

looked after by a panel of 5 trustees, one 

of whom is the vicar. The trustees meet on 

average 5 times a year. 

 

▪ St Peter’s is part of HOPE and enjoys working with Pembury Baptist Church and St. 

Anselm’s Catholic Church as part of the churches together in mission. Activities include 

the Funday on the recreational ground, supporting the food larder and holding monthly 

morning prayer together. 

 

▪ We have recently formed a link with the Churches in Maziwa, Tanzania. A group from St 

Peter’s went to Tanzania to formally explore the needs of the communities in the area.   
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PARISH LIFE – MUSIC 

Music at St Peter’s forms an important part of the worship in both churches. The Old Church 

has a beautiful single manual organ, with pedal board, built in 1872 by Hill and Sons and 

lovingly restored within its historic specification in 2006. Although small, it is perfectly suited to 

the building and works well accompanying congregations in addition to being used as an 

occasional recital instrument. Services at the Old Church usually follow the Book of Common 

Prayer, with the appropriate chants sung by the congregation and hymns from “Ancient and 

Modern”. 

Music at the Upper Church is more varied, consisting of a mixture of hymns and more modern 

worship songs accompanied by a two manual Allen Computer Organ. Well sited at the back of 

the church it is a versatile and serviceable instrument. There is also a small upright piano which 

is rarely used. 

The church does not have a director of music but there is a small team of people who play the 

organ in both churches. A loyal and willing group of singers, trained by a very able musician, 

lead the worship from the back of the Upper Church on a Sunday morning. They also learn the 

occasional anthem or carol for major festivals and will often sing a Taize chant, or something 

similar, during Holy Communion. 

Music is an area where there is a great deal of scope for development. Illumin8, the young 

people’s group have occasionally provided instrumental accompaniment to songs and there is 

potential for an occasional music group, as yet completely unrealised. 

PARISH LIFE – OCCASIONAL OFFICES 

4 weddings were celebrated in 2018 with the Old Church offering bells and a beautiful rural 

setting. 

22 baptisms were conducted in 2018. These 

took place both in the Sung Eucharist 

service in the Upper Church and during 

separate services. We even had one adult 

Messy Baptism. 

 

In 2018 there were 13 funerals in the churches, with 3 interments of ashes and 14 funerals at 

the crematorium. The Upper Church is adjacent to the Parish Council graveyard. 
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PARISH LIFE – ENCOURAGING AND EXPLORING FAITH 

 

▪ Confirmation groups are held annually. 

▪ Home, study and discussion groups meet 

frequently. 

▪ Lent and advent study groups take place 

each year.  

▪ Different parts of the Pilgrim Course have 

been completed over the past few years. 

▪ We have a branch of the Mother’s Union. 

 

 

▪ Two candidates have completed the  

 Bishop’s Certificate of Christian Ministry. 

▪ A further candidate has completed the 

  Bishop’s Certificate and is due to be  

 licensed on 18th May as a Licensed Lay 

 Minister. 

 

PARISH LIFE – COMMUNICATIONS 

 

We have a website www.pemburychurch.net and a Facebook page. We recognise that 

communication both internal and external is key and that we need to overhaul our 

arrangements, both electronic and paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pemburychurch.net/
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PARISH LIFE – CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

The Little Church is a dedicated area within the church for under 3’s and their families. There 
are soft foam mats on the floor, a range of books and toys suitable for babies and pre-schoolers 
and a puzzle and bead-board table.  The Little Church area is always set up during the Sunday 
Sung Eucharist service.   

The Junior Church for ages 3-11 runs throughout term time during the service, starting after the 
welcome and first hymn and returning children back to the service for Communion.   There are 
two dedicated private rooms for the two groups split by age; Pebbles for ages 3-7 (key stage 1), 
Rocks for ages 8-11 (key stage 2). There are about 
ten children who attend regularly. 

Illumin8 is a youth group that also runs 
throughout the term time during the service for 
ages 11 upwards. There are ten young people 
who regularly attend. Learning is based on the 
Urban Saints program. 

The children and young people take active roles 
in several services each year and illumin8 have 
carried out their own service of the word. 

The church recognises that children are keen to be involved in the celebration of communion 
and want to receive the wine and wafer.  Baptised children can be admitted to receive 
communion at the discretion of the vicar.  This is seen as a stepping stone between baptism 
and confirmation.   

For a week each summer a holiday club is run for primary school aged children. There are 

usually about 30 children from the village who attend, most of whom are unchurched.  

Once a month we run Messy Church in conjunction with Pembury Baptist Church. We usually 

have about 30 to 40 family members attending with each church alternating the venue and the 

planning. 
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PARISH LIFE – OUTREACH AND CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

▪ St Peters has a strong tradition of serving the community.  Pembury has a higher than 

average population of ‘older’ residents. As well as conducting regular services in 

residential homes, home communions are taken by a small team to those in their own 

homes who are unable to attend church. 

 

▪ Bereavements are followed up by a personal visit. Support for coping with grief and a 

monthly bereavement support group led by St Peters, is offered to those who are 

finding bereavement particularly difficult. Services are held in the church for relatives of 

patients who have died in the local hospice and those who have suffered the death of a 

baby. We have close links with the funeral director based in the village, Henry Paul, and 

we hold an annual service for those who have used Henry Paul to conduct the funerals 

of their loved ones. 

 

▪ The Parish Council graveyard adjacent to the Upper Church attracts many people 

tending graves, and our prayer corner is proving popular to those who visit a grave and 

pop into the church. 

 

 

▪ A weekly Coffee Stop takes place 

in the church and is attended by 

30 – 40 regulars from the parish, 

many of whom are unchurched 

or dechurched.  

 

 

 

▪ The local University of the Third Age uses              

our upper meeting room for its weekly art           

classes. 

 

▪ The Pembury Society uses the church twice a 

year for events. 
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▪ A small committee of church members organise five coach outings a year for residents 

in the village who are either on their own or who cannot get out and about because of 

lack of mobility or transport.  There are over 100 residents who regularly attend our 

outings, most of which are oversubscribed. 

 

▪ A harvest supper followed by entertainment, is an annual 

event held in the Upper Church 

 

▪ Carol Services are arranged for the local uniformed 

organisations and for residents of a local home for adults 

who have learning difficulties. A highlight is the annual 

Civic Carol Service which is followed by mulled wine and 

mince pies. 

 

 

 

 

The church hosts one or two concerts a year 

which are extremely popular. We have 

hosted the Merry Opera Company and the 

Orpheus Male Voice Choir. 

  

 

▪ In 2018 we held a very successful flower festival at the Old Church combined with two 

musical events and completed with evensong, all of which were very well attended. 
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CALLED TOGETHER – THE VISION FOR THE DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER 

 

Launched in November 2017, Called Together is the strategic vision for the Diocese 
of Rochester. The vision and core themes were discerned following extensive 
engagement across the diocese, seeking to hear what God is calling us to in this 
place and time. The three themes, Growing Disciples, Enriching our Communities, 
and Resourcing our Mission and Ministry, seek to give focus and direction to our 
priorities over the next five years. Every parish in the diocese is invited to support 
the shared vision in a way which fits their local context, working towards the same 
goals. 

Called Together marks the beginning of an exciting journey for the Diocese of 
Rochester. As Bishop James said, “This is a significant moment for us as a Christian 
community. It has implications not just for how we move forward and connect as 
a church family, but how we engage and support people across our communities.” 

More information can be found on the Diocesan 
website at 
http://www.rochester.anglican.org/called-together 

 

PADDOCK WOOD DEANERY 

 

Paddock Wood Deanery is in the Diocese of Rochester and covers fifteen parishes which are 

mainly rural with a few more urban. The deanery is committed to working together as much as 

possible and there is a good mix of styles of worship. The deanery chapter meets monthly in a 

different parish each time, with the Deanery Synod meetings also rotated around the parishes.  

The churches in our deanery are All Saints’, Brenchley, All Saints’, Tudely, Five Oak Green 
United Church and St. Thomas a Becket, Capel, St. Peter and St. Paul, Yalding, St Margaret’s, 
Collier Street and St. Mary’s, Laddingford, St. Mary’s, Hadlow, St. Margaret’s, Horsmonden, 
Holy Trinity, East Peckham, St. Luke’s, Matfield, St. Mary’s Lamberhurst, St. Mary the Virgin 
Church, Nettlestead, St. Andrew’s, Paddock Wood and St. Peter’s, Pembury.  

Paddock Wood Deanery has a Facebook page which is used mainly to pray for the parishes in 

the Deanery and to share parish events. The Area Dean is Revd. Canon Bryan Knapp who may 

be contacted on office@standrewspw.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.rochester.anglican.org/called-together
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BUILDINGS 

 
We have two Anglican churches in our parish, both dedicated to St Peter.  
 
The Old Church (the Parish Church) is in the countryside half a mile outside the village boundary 
and dates from 1147 with additions made in 1337 and is the oldest building in the village. It is 
particularly attractive for weddings due to its picturesque location and the heritage of the 
building. It is also regularly used by Kent College due to its proximity to the school. The Old Church 
is maintained and repaired through the work and fundraising of the Friends of Pembury Parish 
Church, and so is largely self- financing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Upper Church is in the centre of the village and was built in 1847. Behind the Upper Church 
there is a burial ground belonging to, and controlled by, Pembury Parish Council. The graveyard 
at the Old Church is closed. The Upper Church was substantially reordered in 1991 with all the 
pews being replaced with chairs, and a digital organ replacing the pipe organ. Three rooms were 
created for Junior Church activities during services and for use as meeting rooms and other 
activities at different times. There is also a kitchen, an accessible toilet and a library. The flexible 
space allows the church to be used for varying styles of worship and social activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fabric of the churches is in good order with Quinquennial Repairs up to date. The only major 
project at present is the proposal for the building of an extension to the Upper Church. There is 
a general repair fund set aside for continuing building works.  
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BUILDINGS – EXTENSION TO THE UPPER CHURCH 

 
We are currently in the middle of plans for project to build a church and community hall 
attached to the south side of the Upper Church.  
St Peter’s Upper Church, Pembury is a relatively small mid-19th century building designed as a 
chapel of ease but now acting as the dominant parish church within a growing community.  
Consequently, the building, despite re-ordering in the 1990s, is not capable of accommodating 
existing worship and events and, with the village hall used to capacity, St Peter’s is an 
important communal meeting place.  
The Parish would like to see a church and community hall attached to the Upper Church rather 
than a separate building so as to be seen as an integral part of a united complex.  We are 
anxious to improve and increase our service to the community with better facilities.  Much 
more could be done at St Peters both liturgically and for secular partners if we had a space that 
was ‘not church’.  This in turn will create better engagement with the community, foster 
ownership of the church and safeguard the future of the building. 
 

The Parish wish to see a building that respects the existing church, allows that building to be 
‘read’ but is very much of our time, light and welcoming.  Extensive consultations have been 
conducted with the Local Planning Officer, the Diocese, Historic England, the Victorian 
Society, and the local Parish Council.  Revised plans have been drawn up and submitted for 
approval to all consultees and although, at the time of writing, we are still awaiting some 
responses to our proposal, the early signs are very encouraging.  
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ADMINISTRATION 

 

Our Parish Administrator position is currently in vacancy, but we have the resources for a 

part-time paid role. The Parish Administrator arranges weddings and baptisms, maintains all 

church records and registers and undertakes searches as well as ordering supplies, producing 

service sheets and weekly notice sheets, amongst many other things. 

 

The Church Office is well equipped with a computer and a photocopier/printer. 

 

Currently we have one churchwarden and one deputy warden but usually there are two 

churchwardens. We have a PCC of 16 and meetings are usually held every two months.  

 

We work hard on our safeguarding responsibilities and it is included as an agenda item on 

each PCC meeting. We have a Parish Safeguarding Officer, Judith Cramer-Todd with Revd. 

Heather Hughes who has a particular responsibility for vulnerable adults. 

 

FINANCES 

 

The parish has a healthy financial position and is able to meet its parish share in full. We 

have an Away Giving committee that organizes monthly away giving to our chosen charities 

which is 10% church income. Currently the Away Giving charities are Fegans, Shelterbox, 

Pilsdon at Malling Community and our Link Parish of Maziwa, Tanzania. 

The patron of the living of St. Peter’s, Pembury are the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, 

Oxford. Christ Church is in the happy position of being able to support the incumbents of its 

ninety livings through the revenues of the Dr. South Trust, which is able to assist with grants 

for study, administration and holidays, as well as offering a biennial conference and loans for 

the purchase of a car. 
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REFLECTING ON WHERE WE ARE NOW 

 

▪ We think of ourselves as a friendly welcoming congregation. 

▪ We aspire to be a place where it is easy to belong, and people are accepted wherever 

they are in their faith journey. 

▪ We recognise the importance of baptism, weddings and funerals and the opportunities 

that they bring. 

▪ We encourage the use of courses and prayer to build discipleship. 

▪ We have considerable lay involvement in the planning and leading of worship. 

▪ We have excellent relationships with our local schools. 

▪ We have prominent and attractive church buildings regularly used for community 

events as well as services. 

 

FACING THE FUTURE TOGETHER 

 

St. Peter’s seeks to be a central point of the community. We endeavor to reach out more in 

love, prayer and service to the community so that people can come to share our buildings, 

enjoy the fellowship, catch the faith and join the worship. 

Our principle challenges are: 

▪ Discipleship 

▪ Growth 

▪ A comprehensive communication plan 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Archdeacon of Tonbridge 

Ven Julie Conalty 

Email: archdeacon.tonbridge@rochester.anglican.org 

Phone: 01732 833840 


